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Saka, Bellingham sparkle  
as England crush Iran 6-2

Iran’s players opt not to sing anthem at World Cup

DOHA: England got off to a flying start at the 
World Cup by beating Iran 6-2 on Monday as their 
young stars Jude Bellingham and Bukayo Saka 
shone in Qatar. The Iranian players chose not to 
sing their national anthem before the match, in 
apparent support for anti-government demonstra-
tions that have rocked their country for the past two 
months. The protests were triggered by the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini in morality police custody 
in September. Amini, an Iranian of Kurdish origin, 
died three days after she was arrested in Tehran 
over an alleged breach of the Islamic republic’s 
dress code for women. 

Despite a build-up to the game dominated by 
questions about the protests Iran made a dogged 
start before 19-year-old rising star Bellingham 
headed England into the lead after 35 minutes. 
Gareth Southgate’s side galloped to a 4-0 advan-
tage at Khalifa International Stadium with two goals 
from man-of-the-match Saka and a fine Raheem 
Sterling strike, before Iran belatedly fought back 
with Mehdi Taremi scoring. 

England put the result beyond doubt as substi-
tutes Marcus Rashford and Jack Grealish each net-

ted, before Taremi scored a consolation penalty in 
deep stoppage time. Iran coach Carlos Queiroz said 
the unrest in Iran had put his players under enor-
mous strain. “You don’t even imagine behind the 
scenes what these kids have been living in the last 
few days, just because they want to express them-
selves as footballers,” Queiroz said. 

 
Rainbow armband ditched  

England captain Harry Kane had been expected 
to wear a rainbow-themed armband for the game, 
but hours before kick-off, the English, German and 
five other European federations said they were aban-
doning the plans for the “OneLove” insignia. The 
armbands have been widely viewed as a symbolic 
protest against laws in Qatar, where homosexuality is 
illegal. The seven teams said they felt they had no 
choice but to ditch the plan because of the risk their 
captains would be shown a yellow card or sent off on 
the orders of football’s world governing body. 

“FIFA has been very clear that it will impose 
sporting sanctions if our captains wear the arm-
bands on the field of play,” the federations of 
England, Wales, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, the 

Netherlands and Switzerland said in a statement. 
They said they had been prepared to pay fines that 
would normally apply to breaches of kit regulations 
because they had “a strong commitment to wearing 
the armband”. “However, we cannot put our players 
in the situation where they might be booked or even 
forced to leave the field of play,” they said. 

 
Ronaldo plays down row  

Cristiano Ronaldo insisted that his recent row with 
Manchester United would not overshadow Portugal’s 
preparations for their opening match with Ghana on 
Thursday. Ronaldo will spearhead Portugal’s attack 
at what will likely be his last World Cup, fresh from 
blasting United’s owners and coach Erik ten Hag in a 
TV interview. The 37-year-old has been reduced to a 
peripheral role at United this season and was sus-
pended for a match after refusing to come on as a 
substitute against Tottenham last month. “I have no 
doubt that this recent episode, that interview, and 
other episodes with other players that happen some-
times, can sometimes shake the player but won’t 
shake the team,” Ronaldo told reporters at the 
Portugal camp. — AFP  

DOHA: England’s goalkeeper #01 Jordan Pickford runs for the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B football match between England and Iran at the Khalifa 
International Stadium on November 21, 2022.  — AFP 

Senegal’s defender #03 Kalidou Koulibaly (back) and 
Netherlands’ defender #04 Virgil van Dijk jump for 
the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A 
football match on November 21, 2022. — AFP photos

Iranian fans watch the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group 
B football match between England and Iran, on a 
giant screen at Tehran book garden on November 21, 
2022. 

Netherlands’ fans are seen ahead of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group A football match between Senegal 
and the Netherlands at the Al-Thumama Stadium.

Netherlands’ fans attend the Qatar 2022 World Cup 
Group A football match between Senegal and the 
Netherlands at the Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha on 
November 21, 2022. 

Senegal’s supporters cheer during the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group A football match between Senegal and the 
Netherlands at the Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha.

England’s forward #07 Jack Grealish fights for the ball 
with Iran’s defender #02 Sadegh Moharrami during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B.

DOHA: Late goals  by Cody Gakpo and Davy 
Klaassen gave the Netherlands a 2-0 victory over 
African champions Senegal on Monday on their 
return to the World Cup stage. With Senegal miss-
ing injured star man Sadio Mane and the Dutch 
without their main attacking threat Memphis Depay 
at kick-off, the Group A encounter in Doha looked 
set to end in a goalless draw. 

But with just  s ix minutes remaining PSV 
Eindhoven forward Gakpo got up in front of Senegal 
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy to head in a floated 
Frenkie de Jong cross from the left. Substitute 
Klaassen then secured the victory deep in injury 
time, following up to score after Mendy had saved 
from Depay, who had also come off the bench. The 
result leaves the Netherlands level at the top of the 
group with Ecuador, who beat hosts Qatar 2-0 in 
the tournament’s opening match on Sunday. 

Louis van Gaal’s side play Ecuador on Friday, 
while Senegal now face a must-win contest against 
Qatar. Senegal saw Bayern Munich superstar Mane - 
who came second in this year’s Ballon d’Or - pull out 
of the squad with a leg injury on the eve of the tour-
nament. His absence was clearly felt as the contest 
at Al-Thumama Stadium - played out to the back-
drop of the non-stop drumming and dancing of the 
Senegal support, but also in front of a considerable 
number of empty seats - never lived up to its billing. 

Everton midfielder Idrissa Gana Gueye came 
closest to scoring for Senegal with a strike on the 
half-volley from the edge of the box that was beat-

en away by Nether lands goalkeeper Andries 
Noppert in the 73rd minute. Noppert, the giant 
Heerenveen goalkeeper who was making his inter-
national  debut, a lso excel led with saves from 
Boulaye Dia and Pape Gueye in the second half as 
the Netherlands played their first World Cup game 
in eight years. 

The three-time runners-up were semi-finalists 
under Van Gaal in Brazil in 2014 before failing to 
qualify for the last World Cup in Russia in 2018. The 
Dutch team was captained by Virgil van Dijk, who 
was making his debut at a major international tour-
nament on the occasion of his 50th cap. 

 With Matthijs de Ligt and Nathan Ake alongside 
him, they were mostly comfortable at the back but 
had created little going forward before Barcelona 
forward Depay - who scored 12 times in qualifying 
- came on for the final half-hour. 

With Depay not able to start after spending two 
months on the sidelines, it fell to former Tottenham 
Hotspur striker Vincent Janssen to spearhead the 
Netherlands attack but he failed to make a major 
impact. Yet Gakpo finally broke the deadlock and, as 
Senegal pushed for an equaliser, Depay played his 
part in Ajax midfielder Klaassen’s goal that clinched 
the points in the ninth added minute. — AFP  

Netherlands  
stun Senegal 

DOHA: Netherlands’ midfielder #14 Davy Klaassen (left) celebrates after he scored a goal past Senegal’s goal-
keeper #16 Edouard Mendy during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football match between Senegal and the 
Netherlands on November 21, 2022. — AFP


