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Amir sponsors ceremony 
for Informatics Award 

NIC holds financial analysts 
conference for Q3 2022 results3 Casablanca café celebrates 

film classic, 80 years on11 Ronaldo to leave Manchester 
United with ‘immediate effect’158

Green Falcons soar to victory
King declares public holiday as Saudis celebrate shock win over Messi’s Argentina

News in brief

DOHA/RIYADH: Saudi Arabia pulled off one of 
the greatest upsets in World Cup history on 
Tuesday, roaring back to beat Lionel Messi’s 
Argentina 2-1 and set the tournament in Qatar 
alight. Copa America champions Argentina came 
into the match on a 36-match unbeaten streak and 
appeared to be on their way to a straightforward 
victory after Messi stroked home an early penalty. 

Lionel Scaloni’s team could have put the game 
beyond Saudi Arabia’s reach in the first half but had 
three goals chalked off for offside. Saudi Arabia, 
ranked 51st in the world, equalized early in the sec-
ond half through Saleh Al-Shehri, silencing the 
hordes of Argentina fans. But just minutes later the 
Green Falcons were in front when Salem Al-Dawsari 
rifled an unstoppable shot into the top corner after 
a delightful piece of trickery. 

Argentina laid siege to the Saudi goal as the min-
utes ticked away but Saudi goalkeeper Mohammed 
Al-Owais proved unbeatable and the final whistle 
sparked scenes of jubilation. Defeat is a bitter blow 
for Argentina, who were one game away from 
equaling Italy’s all-time record of 37 matches 
unbeaten. 

Saudi King Salman declared a national holiday 
after the football team’s stunning World Cup win. 
The monarch “orders that tomorrow, Wednesday, be 
a holiday for all employees in the public and private 
sectors, as well as male and female students at all 
educational levels”, the Al-Ekhbariya channel said 
on Twitter. The move comes in the middle of final 
exams in the Gulf nation, indicating that they will 
have to be rescheduled. 

Celebrations erupted throughout the capital 
Riyadh after the final whistle blew, with fans forming 
impromptu dance circles and waving the sword-
emblazoned national flag from the windows of 
speeding cars. Al-Ekhbariya posted pictures of 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, celebrating 
after watching the game with a group that included 
energy minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman.  
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Saudi Arabia’s forward Saleh Al-Shehri celebrates after scoring his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Argentina and 
Saudi Arabia at Lusail Stadium north of Doha on Nov 22, 2022. (Inset top) Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi reacts during the match. (Inset bottom) Saudi football fans 
celebrate their win over Argentina in Riyadh.  — AFP photos (See Page 16)

38 killed in central China fire 
 
BEIJING: Thirty-eight people were killed and two 
were injured in a fire at a factory in central China, state 
media said Tuesday, with authorities blaming workers 
for illegal welding. The fire broke out at a plant in 
Anyang city in Henan province on Monday afternoon. 
Rescue services first received reports of a fire at 4:22 
pm at Anyang Kaixinda Trading Co, Ltd and was 
extinguished by around 11 pm local time. — AFP

Dubai airport traffic returns 
 
DUBAI: Passenger traffic at Dubai international 
airport returned to pre-pandemic levels in the 
third quarter, officials said on Tuesday, with vol-
umes nearing 18.5 million at the major aviation 
hub. Dubai, the world’s busiest airport for inter-
national passengers before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, had 18,455,938 visitors in the three 
months to September, the biggest number since 
17.8 million in the first quarter of 2020. — AFP

Morocco bus crash kills 11 
 
RABAT: At least 11 people died and 43 were 
injured Tuesday when their bus overturned on a 
highway in northern Morocco, authorities said. 
The vehicle overturned a few kilometers from 
the city of Taza in the country’s mountainous 
northeast. Authorities have opened an enquiry 
into the disaster. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Lawmakers on Tuesday hailed the 
amnesty granted by HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to political prisoners, 

describing it as historic as large sections will benefit 
from the pardon. “This is a historic amnesty,” said 
MP Adel Al-Damkhi, adding it will include large 
sections of prisoners jailed over political opinion 
offenses, including those imprisoned at the Central 
Jail over such offenses and those convicted and liv-
ing abroad for years. Damkhi said the Amiri pardon 
represents a “true national reconciliation”, adding 
the amnesty is fair and just as it covers broad cases 
and not only persons. 

MP Abdullah Fahhad thanked HH the Amir and HH 

the Crown Prince for issuing the amnesty, saying it 
has made the leadership more popular than any time 
before. Seven MPs - Saud Al-Asfour, Falah Al-Hajeri, 
Shuaib Shaaban, Osama Al-Zaid, Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, 
Hamad Al-Mudlej and Fahhad - greatly welcomed the 
Amiri pardon, saying it will put an end to an issue that 
had been the cause for social and political crises. Also, 
MPs Obaid Al-Wasmi, Hamed Al-Bathali and Khaled 
Al-Otaibi all hailed the Amiri amnesty as a great posi-
tive development for the country. 
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MPs hail Amir’s 
‘historic’ pardon

KUWAIT: Three years after a decision by health min-
istry to increase delivery fees for expats registered in the 
health insurance system at government hospitals, medical 
sources revealed charges will be reconsidered and may 
increase in light of the pressure facing the maternity hos-
pital, especially since a new maternity hospital is current-

ly under construction. Sources told Kuwait Times that 
charges could increase by 50 to 75 percent after a study 
is completed and approved, pointing out that the final 
decision of acceptance, rejection or postponement will be 
clearer at the beginning of the new year. Currently, fees 
collected from non-Kuwaiti patients registered in the 
health insurance system, amounts to KD 100 dinars for 
normal childbirth and KD 150 dinars caesarean section. 

The fees for natural or cesarean delivery include deliv-
ery charges, ultrasound examinations, laboratory tests 
and medicines, but not hospital stay. For instance, the fee 
for a private room is KD 100 per day. “These fees are 

imposed due to the high costs of health services in terms 
of medical staff and equipment, as well as a wide gap in 
delivery fees between the government and private sec-
tors,” the sources explained. 

“The study calls to separate delivery charges from 
fees for ultrasound examinations, laboratory tests and 
medicines, as well as doubling the price of a private 
room,” the sources added. It is estimated that the total 
number of births at health ministry hospitals exceeds 
20,000 annually among expatriates, while those of 
Kuwaiti women does not exceed 8,000, as most Kuwaitis 
prefer giving birth at private hospitals. 

MoH mulls hiking 
delivery charges

RIYADH/KUWAIT: Saudi Arabia and Kuwait on 
Monday denied a report that oil producers were 
discussing a production increase for their next 
meeting, saying a cut approved last month would 
stay in place until the end of 2023. The Wall Street 
Journal reported earlier on Monday that Saudi 
Arabia, which co-leads the OPEC+ cartel along 
with Russia, and other members were considering 

an “increase of up to 500,000 barrels a day”. 
But the official Saudi Press Agency said on 

Monday night that energy minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman “categorically denies” the 
report. “It is well known, and no secret, that 
OPEC+ does not discuss any decisions ahead of 
its meetings,” SPA quoted Prince Abdulaziz as 
saying. Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Oil 
Minister Bader Al-Mulla also denied the report on 
Tuesday. In a statement to KUNA, the minister 
stressed the keenness of Kuwait to maintain the 
stability of the balance in the oil market. 

The next OPEC+ meeting is scheduled for Dec 
4. An increase in production would partially 
reverse the cut of two million barrels per day 
announced by the bloc in October. More oil out-

put would also come when prices are already 
falling. World oil prices plunged more than five 
percent on Monday, reaching the lowest levels 
since January, on forecasts of a hit to Chinese 
demand. 

Saudi officials have vigorously defended the 
recent production cut in the face of criticism from 
Washington, saying it was driven purely by market 
condit ions and could change as the market 
changed. Prince Abdulaziz reiterated that position 
on Monday. “The current cut of 2 million barrels 
per day by OPEC+ continues until the end of 
2023 and if there is a need to take further meas-
ures by reducing production to balance supply 
and demand, we always remain ready to inter-
vene,” he said.  — Agencies  

Saudi, Kuwait deny 
OPEC+ discussing 
oil output increase


