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LOS ANGELES: The Chicago Bulls, led by 28 points 
from DeMar DeRozan, ended the Boston Celtics’ nine-
game NBA winning streak with a 121-107 victory on 
Monday. Zach LaVine, who was frustrated to be pulled 
from the waning minutes of the Bulls’ loss to Orlando on 
Friday, scored 22 points. Nikola Vucevic added 12 points 
and 13 rebounds for Chicago-who had also beaten the 
Celtics at home in October but fell to them in Boston on 
November 4 in the game that launched the Celtics’ streak. 

At 13-4, the Celtics still own the best record in the 
NBA. Down by as many as 21 in the third quarter, 
Boston twice pulled within eight in the fourth quarter. 
They were down by 10 with 4:49 to play, but LaVine 
drained a three-pointer and DeRozan passed to Alex 
Caruso for a reverse layup that pushed the Bulls’ lead to 
116-101 with less than three minutes to go and Chicago 
ended a four-game skid. 

“There’s a sense of urgency when you lose a game,” 
LaVine said. “We all have that sense of urgency, individ-
ually and collectively as a team. You need to have that. 
You need to be a desperate team when you go out and 
play and get those wins.” Jayson Tatum, scored 28 
points, pulled down 11 rebounds and handed out seven 
assists in the defeat. Jaylen Brown added 25 points and 
seven rebounds for Boston. 

While the Celtics found numerous ways to win dur-
ing their streak, even when short-handed due to injuries, 
they couldn’t overcome a poor night from three-point 
range-or Al Horford’s dismal 0-for-9 shooting night. “It’s 
tough to beat a team on their home court when they’re 
hitting shots and you’re missing shots that you normally 
make,” said Marcus Smart, who was back in Boston’s 
lineup after missing two games with a bone bruise. It 
was a humbling night in New Orleans for the reigning 

NBA champion Golden State Warriors. 
One day after grabbing their first road win of the 

season at Houston, the Warriors-with their top stars sit-
ting out-crashed to a 128-83 defeat. Stephen Curry, 
Draymond Green, Klay Thompson and Andrew Wiggins 
all sat out. Thompson was coming off a 41-point per-
formance in Houston and was expected to miss the sec-
ond night of the back-to-back. He hasn’t played both 
games in a back-to-back since returning in January 
from Achilles and knee ligament surgeries. 

Curry, who had 33 points in Houston, was listed as 
out with right elbow soreness and Green for lower back 
injury management. Kevon Looney was the only regular 
starter in the Warriors lineup and the Pelicans, led by 35 
points from Brandon Ingram, took full advantage of 27 
Golden State turnovers. CJ McCollum added 15 points 
and Jonas Valanciunas added 10 for the Pelicans, who 
welcomed star forward Zion Williamson back after a 
three-game absence with a foot contusion. 

 
Clippers silence Jazz  

Ingram said the Pelicans tried not to let the late 
announcement that they wouldn’t face the Warriors’ top 
players unsettle them. “That’s one of those messages 
where we say worry about ourselves,” he said. “Having 
Zion back in the lineup, we haven’t had much minutes 
with the starting group so it was important for us to try 
to get back and try to get our institution together for 
later games.” The Los Angeles Clippers, fueled by 30 
points from reserve forward Norman Powell, held off the 
Western Conference leading Utah Jazz down the stretch 
for a 121-114 victory. 

In Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 37 
points to lead the Bucks to a 119-111 victory over the 

Portland Trail Blazers, who were without star Damian 
Lillard because of a calf strain. In Cleveland, Donovan 
Mitchell scored 29 points and Darius Garland added 26 
as the Cavaliers beat the Atlanta Hawks 114-102. Cedi 

Osman added 24 points off the bench and the Cavs 
drained 10 three-pointers as they gained a little pay-
back for their loss to the Hawks in last season’s play-in 
tournament. —AFP

Bulls overpower Boston  
Celtics as Warriors crash

Antetokounmpo lifts Bucks to a 119-111 victory

 

Erasmus making  
Springboks ‘so  
easy to dislike’  

 
LONDON: Rassie Erasmus’s conduct has made 
South Africa “so easy to dislike”, according to 
Springboks great John Smit. Erasmus, South 
Africa’s director of rugby, has been given a two-
game matchday ban by World Rugby following his 
criticism of refereeing decisions during the ongoing 
Autumn Nations Series on social media. As a result, 
Erasmus missed the Springboks’ 63-21 win over 
Italy in Genoa last weekend and the 50-year-old, 
who guided South Africa to 2019 World Cup glory, 
won’t be at Twickenham for Saturday’s match 
against England. 

“It’s hard to defend him,” Smit told the BBC’s 
Rugby Union Daily Podcast. The 2007 World Cup-
winning captain added: “The way he has 
approached this is not right. Are you telling me 
Rassie is the only coach frustrated by a call that has 
gone the wrong way? “Something has to be done. 
There has to be a line that has to be drawn, and he 
is making it difficult for his team. It’s made us, as a 
rugby team, so easy to dislike.” 

Former Springbok flanker Erasmus has only 
recently completed a stadium ban following a 
World Rugby suspension for his infamous hour-
long video criticizing referee Nic Berry’s perform-
ance in the first Test between South Africa and the 
British and Irish Lions last year. That did not stop 
Erasmus from publishing several videos on social 
media that appeared to question decisions made by 
referee Wayne Barnes during the Springboks’ 
recent 30-26 loss to France on November 12. 

He had made similar comments on social media 
following South Africa’s defeat by Ireland a week 
earlier. Erasmus said accusations that his videos 
had led to threats against experienced English ref-
eree Barnes were “completely unfounded”. But 
there is a growing belief among officials that 
Erasmus’s comments have encouraged angry sup-
porters to make vitriolic posts of their own towards 
referees and their families. 

World Rugby chief executive Alan Gilpin said the 
global governing body had to act against Erasmus 
for the safety of referees at all levels. “This is about 
every referee who is, on a Sunday morning, referee-
ing kids’ rugby anywhere in the world, having per-
mission to do the job properly, and not having every 
parent on the touchline posting videos on social 
media,” Gilpin said. “That’s the really important thing 
in terms of the integrity of the game.” —AFP

49ers stun Cardinals  
in NFL Mexico clash 

 
MEXICO CITY: Jimmy Garoppolo threw for four 
touchdowns without an interception on Monday to 
lead the San Francisco 49ers to a 38-10 NFL victory 
over the Arizona Cardinals at Mexico’s iconic Estadio 
Azteca. Garoppolo said the 49ers fed off the energy of 
the crowd in the last of the league’s five international 
games this season. A rainy night in Mexico City didn’t 
dampen the enthusiasm of 78,427 fans, the overwhelm-
ing majority of whom were pro-San Francisco. “It was 
electric,” Garoppolo said. “We were feeding off that.” 

The Niners out-scored the Cardinals 21-0 in the 
second half-the third straight game that San Francisco’s 
defense held their opponent scoreless in the second 
half. Garoppolo completed 20 of 29 passes for 228 
yards and four touchdowns without an interception as 
the 49ers improved to 6-4. They top the NFC West and 
are 4-0 against division rivals. Garoppolo connected 
with George Kittle and Brandon Aiyuk for two touch-
downs and Deebo Samuel rushed for another. “All the 
receivers stepped up, the O-line played great,” 
Garoppolo said of the dominant offensive performance. 
“It was a clean pocket all night, and when it’s like that it 
makes for a fun night.” Arizona quarterback Colt 
McCoy, playing in place of injured starter Kyler Murray, 
was sacked to end the first half and roughed up in the 
second. San Francisco defender Nick Bosa accidentally 
stepped on his hand and after a late hit was penalized 
for roughing the passer. 

McCoy connected on 24 of 34 passes for 218 yards 
and an interception. The Cardinals’ lone touchdown 
was James Conner’s two-yard run in the second quar-

ter that pulled Arizona within 14-10. The game was the 
fifth NFL contest at Azteca, which has played host to 
two World Cup finals. The first was the first interna-
tional regular-season game in league history in 2005, 
when the Cardinals beat the 49ers 31-14 in front of 
103,467 fans. 

The venue’s seating capacity for NFL games has 
since been reduced, but the festive atmosphere sur-

rounding the import from the north remained undimin-
ished. Injured Cardinals guard Will Hernandez, whose 
parents were both born in Mexico, made the trip even 
though he couldn’t play and led his team onto the field 
before the game waving a huge Mexican flag. The US 
national anthem was sung by La Marisoul before 
Mexican singer-songwriter Sofia Reyes performed the 
Mexican national anthem. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: Elijah Mitchell #25 of the San Francisco 49ers carries the ball against the Arizona Cardinals during the 
fourth quarter at Estadio Azteca on November 21, 2022. —AFP

Boxing champion  
Cruz training  
for debut  

 
HAVANA: Olympic and triple world amateur 
boxing champion Andy Cruz - who was expelled 
from Cuba’s official federation in July - is plan-
ning to turn pro and says he left his home coun-
try “legally,” after speculation he had defected. In 
an interview with ESPN given in Spanish, the 27-
year-old Cruz did not reveal his current location, 
though specialized blogs said he had gone to the 
Dominican Republic about two weeks ago. 

“Thank God, I am already taking this great 

step that many expected. I am here ready to face 
this great challenge that lies ahead of me and I 
plan to do great things in professional boxing,” 
Cruz said Sunday on the network’s Knockout 
show. Cruz was expelled from competing for 
Cuba in July after what the country’s boxing fed-
eration said was an attempt to “illegally leave the 
country” the month before. 

In May, he was pulled from making his profes-
sional debut with other Cuban fighters in Mexico 
- the squad’s first pro fight in 60 years. The fed-
eration accused him of neglecting his training at 
the time. Cruz - the Olympic lightweight champi-
on at the Tokyo Summer Games held a year late 
in 2021 - explained to ESPN that his relationship 
with Cuba was “good” because he got an “out 
from the national team” and left the country 
“legally.” 

The boxer, considered the most technically 
sound Cuban fighter, stressed that he is “prepar-
ing very well” for his professional debut, noting: 
“I’m starting to take my first steps, I’m already in 
action, I’m already training.” “I am going to forge 
a new stage in my career now, in professional 
boxing,” Cruz said. 

Cuban officials told AFP that the island’s 
sports authorities could not comment on the 
boxer’s activities because he was no longer a 
“member of Cuban sports.” Known in Cuba as 
the “dancer of the ring,” Cruz has become the 
most high-profile loss to the country’s squad - 
which has racked up 80 world titles and 41 
Olympic titles - since double Olympic champion 
Robeisy Ramirez defected in Mexico in 2018. 
Ramirez is currently shining on the US boxing 
scene. —AFP

CHICAGO: Malcolm Brogdon #13 of the Boston Celtics passes the ball around Nikola Vucevic #9 and Ayo Dosunmu #12 of 
the Chicago Bulls during the second half at United Center on November 21, 2022.  —AFP


