
British-Kuwait
Friendship Society
announces winners 
LONDON: The British-Kuwait Friendship Society
and the Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
Foundation on Friday held a prize giving ceremony
in London for winners of the 24th edition of the
contest of the best scholarly work on the Middle
East in the English language. The winners of this
edition are the Last Great War of Antiquity by
James Howard-Johnston (Oxford University Press)
and Shari’a Inshallah: Finding God in Somali Legal
Politics by Mark Fathi Massoud (Cambridge

University Press), announced Sheikh Mubarak
Abdullah Al-Mubarak in a speech on behalf of
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Foundation at the
ceremony. 

“Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to extend a spe-
cial thank you to everyone who took the time to
submit for this year’s book prize, and special grati-
tude to our panel of judges for their time to assess
all the submissions by undergoing a rigorous selec-
tion process,” Sheikh Mubarak said. He pointed out
that the British-Kuwait Friendship Society Book
Prize was founded in 1998 under the endowment of
his late father Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah Foundation.

The book prize was affiliated with the University
of Cambridge and the patrons of the prize were His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and Her

Excellency Sheikha Dr Sheikha Suad Al-Sabah.
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak also announced the
renewal of the memorandum of understanding for
additional three years of the joint scholarship pro-
gram between Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah Foundation and the Mansion House
Scholarship Scheme.

He noted that the joint scholarship started in
2019 designed to provide funding for two students
each year from the Arab world wishing to study for
a one-year Master’s degree at an accredited univer-
sity in the UK or to take a post-graduate course of
similar status at a recognized training establishment
in the United Kingdom. “We trust this joint scholar-
ship would, in a small way, further promote and
cement the close links between the UK and Kuwait,
the UK and the Arab world,” he affirmed. — KUNA
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News in brief

GCC condemns campaigns 

RIYADH: The Gulf Cooperation Council condemns
and rejects all ‘systematic and malicious’ media
campaigns directed against its member countries,
and attempts to undermine their successes and con-
tributions at regional and global forums and events,
the six-nation bloc said. The bloc underlined the
“need for a collective response to such campaigns
that highlights their positive contributions in all
fields,” its information ministers said in a statement.
GCC media outlets “stand united in facing platforms
that disregard religious and moral values, with an
emphasis on the preservation of the family, its cohe-
sion and development, as the natural and fundamen-
tal unit of society, its progress and prosperity.” 

Kuwait crude oil rises 

KUWAIT: Kuwait crude oil rose $3.27 in Friday’s
trading to reach $84.84 per barrel compared with
$81.57 pb the day before, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said on Saturday. Brent futures
lost $.71 settling at $83.63 pb and the West Texas
Intermediate crude fell by $1.66 to $76.28 pb. 

Commitment to OPEC+ 

RIYADH: Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdul
Aziz Bin Salman and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister
and Oil Minister Hayyan Al-Sawad stressed the
importance of working collectively within the
framework of the (OPEC+) agreement and the
commitment of their countries to the group’s last
decision, which extends to the end of 2023. In a
joint statement issued on Friday morning, the two
ministers pointed out to the possibility of taking
other actions that will guarantee achieving bal-
ance and stability in global markets. Both sides
discussed issues of mutual concerns in the field of
energy, and agreed on completing the important
joint projects in gas, petrochemicals, electricity,
renewable energy, and strengthening connection
for more search, and opportunities. They appreci-
ated the progress made in the electrical intercon-
nection project between the two countries,
stressing the importance of speeding up the
implementation of the project and increasing the
capacity of the interconnection line in the future. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Book Fair has attracted a large
number of people following a two-year hiatus, man-
ifesting unwavering interest in seeking knowledge
from paper pages in spite of the largely dominating
digital information means. The restored annual
event, a festival for the booklovers (also called
bookworms), has been largely facilitated by the
unprecedented initiative by Minister of Information
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi who relieved the partici-
pating publishing houses of fees’ burden.

At the fairground in Mishref, on the southern
outskirts of Kuwait City, the parking lots have been
teeming with vehicles, and the inner divided halls
have been crowded with visitors, inquiring or buy-
ing books to satisfy their thirst for reading from
paper pages, the conventional way of reading that
had been widespread for thousands of years in
mankind’s history.

Although the digital media has spread widely
with a torrent of information, publications and cul-
tural products, the “book has retained its special
delight for the booklovers and the (Kuwait) fair has

maintained its effective role in this respect, amid the
presence of a large number of publishing houses,”
said Dr Mohammad Al-Faili, the renowned Kuwaiti
legal expert in remarks to KUNA.

Dr Al-Faili has indicated that like many people
nowadays he has been seeking information via the
digital means. “However, reading books carries spe-
cial pleasure and after all, this kind of a festival is

not merely an exhibition,” said Dr Al-Faili, inter-
viewed by KUNA at the fairground. Saadia Mefreh,
a writer and media consultant, told KUNA she was
deeply delighted that the advance censorship was
lifted, for the first time. 

She also thanked Minister Al-Mutairi, also the
Minister of Culture and the Minister of State for
Youth Affairs, for relieving the participating pub-
lishing houses of paying rents after undergoing dif-
ficult times during peak of the coronavirus. The
Kuwaiti Book Fair was the first to be organized in
the Gulf region and the third in the Arab world, she
said. “It is a foundation of the Kuwait culture,”
Mefreh added. The turnout has been quite high and
this is delightful and signals people’s thirst for the
book, said the composer Abdullah Al-Otaibi. Amal
Al-Abdullah, a renowned media personality, shared
her peers the joy for resuming the holding of the
fair, thanking the minister for his step. The fair’s 45th
edition began on November 16 with participation of
publishers from 29 Arab and foreign countries. It
will close on November 26th. — KUNA

Kuwait Book Fair remains attractive 
despite digital information dominance
‘Reading books carries special pleasure’

Saadia Mefreh Amal Al-Abdullah

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti photographer, Ali Al-Arbash, was creative in displaying beautiful pictures of the Italian streets taken by his phone lens, to be attached to his exhibi-
tion participation in the 45th international Kuwait Book Fair. The pictures show the beauty of the Italian building, its designs and the most prominent landmarks, as Italy
is the guest of honor to the exhibition. — KUNA

Kuwait Motorsports City hosts exhibition
KUWAIT: In an enthusiastic atmosphere for car and racing lovers, Kuwait Motorsports City (KMT)
hosted on Friday the Roll Race, organized by SWORD CHAMPIONS. On the fringes of the race, a
show is displaying vintage and sports cars. KMT also hosted Kuwait Outdoor Sports exhibition
being held between November 23 and 26. — KUNA


