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The ambassador also lauded efforts made by the 

union to prepare for this conference, which has 
become a landmark in the history of Kuwaiti stu-
dents in the United States.  

Budaiwi addressed the Kuwaiti students with two 

messages, in which he highlighted the importance of 
their keenness on education and benefiting from 
their presence in the US, saying it “provides the best 
educational institutions and possesses the highest 
capacities for scientific research and studies”. He 
advised Kuwaiti students to write down all new 
information and knowledge, urging them to cooper-
ate with one another. He also appealed to students 
to follow American instructions and abide by 
Kuwait’s civilized image. The ambassador further 
stressed the importance of this conference for 
embassies and consulates as well as libraries in 
Washington and Los Angeles.  — KUNA 

Village divided: Spat  
over secret garden  
splits Montmartre 

 
PARIS: Imagine being a member of Paris’ coolest 
club, housed in a leafy haven tucked away at the top of 
Montmartre, only to learn that you’re about to be 
kicked out as a richer rival moves in. For 50 years, the 
walled garden on the ultra-chic Rue Lepic has res-
onated with the metal clacks of petanque, the French 
national bowling pastime, defying the gentrification 
that drew envious eyes. Montmartre in the north of 
Paris is one of the few elevated areas in the relatively 
flat French capital and “the butte”, as it is known, had 
for many years a rural feel that captivated artists. Even 
now, with the area absorbed into the urban sprawl of 
central Paris, most residents still call it a village. 

The garden is maintained by the non-profit 
organization Lepic-Abbesses Petanque Club (CLAP) 
and its 257 members, who say nothing less than the 
neighborhood’s soul is at stake as City Hall considers 
rival commercial projects for the site. “You have job-
seekers, pensioner and CEOs, a chef, a teacher. A 16-
year-old can play with someone who’s 80. Here you 
find all types, and it’s this incredible social fabric that 
makes us what we are,” said Maxime Liogier, the 
club’s communications manager. 

The players took over the 765 square meters of 
playing grounds, a rare remnant of the vegetation 
that once covered the butte, after the city bought the 
land from a daughter of a resident painter in 1972. 
No formal contracts were signed but the city gave its 
tacit approval, connecting water and electricity for 
the clubhouse and letting the club reserve entry to 
members only. 

The status quo prevailed until a few months ago, 
when the luxury boutique hotel next door filed a plan 
to turn the site into a for-profit affair. What better 
setting for lush wedding receptions or cocktail par-
ties? Under a 2017 law, the city had to publish the 
proposal for use of public land and invite competing 
offers that are due by November 28. The move 
caught the CLAP off guard, especially since it had 
been trying to regularise its situation with local offi-
cials. “Two months isn’t a lot of time for us to come 
up with a project!” Liogier said. 

An online petition to save the club has garnered 
around 4,300 signatures, though members seem to 
accept that their days of exclusive access are num-
bered. “We want to keep the site in its current state, 
while opening it up as much as possible to the neigh-

borhood,” Liogier said. 
To that end, the club held an open house on 

Saturday, with members suggesting that schools 
would soon be invited so children could learn an 
activity more often associated with pensioners 
enjoying a game between glasses of beer or pastis. 
“When a unique place like this is in danger, it breaks 
your heart,” French tennis great and neighbour 
Yannick Noah told AFP. “It’s good to have commer-
cial projects but maybe there’s something more 
important-this bond between people.” But not every-
one will be sad to see the club go. Alain Coquard, the 
influential president of the “Republic of Montmartre” 
preservation society, calls the CLAP an unaccount-
able clique that claims dominion over a “magical site” 
that should be open to everyone. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Hackers have disrupted the work of 
Iran’s Fars news agency, one of the main sources of 
news disseminated by the state during protests over 
Mahsa Amini’s death, the agency said. Iran has been 
rocked by protests since Amini’s death in custody 
on September 16, after her arrest for an alleged 
breach of the country’s dress code for women. Fars 
said its website had been disrupted late Friday by a 
“complex hacking and cyberattack operation”. 

“Removing possible bugs... may cause problems 
for some agency services for a few days,” it said in 
a statement posted Saturday on its Telegram chan-
nel. “Cyberattacks against Fars news agency are 
carried out almost daily from different countries, 
including the occupied territories (Israel),” it 
added, without elaborating. On October 21, a group 
called Black Reward said it had obtained docu-
ments related to Iran’s nuclear program, and 
demanded the release of all political prisoners and 
people arrested during the protests. 

After its 24-hour ultimatum expired, material on 
social media said to be released by the group 
included a short clip from a purported nuclear site 
in Iran, as well as documents. On November 23, the 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran acknowledged 
that one of its subsidiaries had been targeted by “a 
specific foreign country”, while downplaying the 
importance of the documents in question. Iran on 
the one side and Israel and the United States on 
the other have regularly accused each other of 
cyberattacks. 

More security  
The Iran International TV channel said that fur-

ther security measures have been put in place 
around its London offices after threats from the 
regime in Tehran. Concrete barriers have been 
erected similar to those at key government build-
ings and tourist spots in the British capital, to pre-
vent vehicle attacks. The barriers were “guaranteed 
to stop a 7.5 ton truck at 50 miles per hour”, a 
spokesman for the Persian-language channel said. 
Vehicle access in and around the site would also be 
controlled and checks carried out, he added. 

The threats were an escalation of years of intimi-
dation because of its broadcasting of protests in 
Iran, the spokesman told AFP. “We’re the only chan-
nel running 24/7 coverage of the protests,” he said. 
But he added: “We’re not the voice of the protests. 
We’re the only means that people in Iran can see 
them.” The spokesman, who asked not to be identi-
fied, stressed that Iran International was not an 
opposition channel and its staff were not activists. 
“We were set up as a service for people in Iran and 
the diaspora,” he said. 

Last week, London’s Metropolitan Police con-
firmed that armed police vehicles had been 
deployed outside the TV studios. That followed 
“severe and credible” death threats against two of 
its UK-based journalists from the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps. The UK government 
promptly hauled in Iran’s highest-ranking diplomat 
to the country for a dressing-down. MI5, the UK 

domestic intelligence agency, has uncovered at least 
10 plots by Iran to kill UK-based individuals 
deemed to be “enemies of the regime” so far this 
year, its boss said last week. 

The channel employs about 100 staff in London, 
whose coverage of the protests largely involves sift-
ing through and verifying social media content of 

the demonstrations. Iranian staff were “more anx-
ious” than panicked about the threats and more 
worried about the safety of their families back 
home, as well as the wider impact of the protests, 
said the spokesman for the channel. “We all don’t 
know what the hell is going to happen. That’s 
stressful,” he said. — AFP 

Cyberattacks, hackers hit  
Iran’s Fars news agency  

More security for UK-based Iran International after threats 

TEHRAN: A handout picture provided by the office of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, shows a 
crowd of Basij volunteers loyal to the Islamic republic, saluting as they listen to a speech by the supreme leader 
on November 26, 2022. — AFP  

Gunmen kill 15 in  
northern Nigeria 

 
KANO: Gunmen have killed 15 people in multi-
ple attacks in northwest Nigeria’s Kaduna state, 
the latest violence in the volatile region, a gov-
ernment official said. Northwest and central 
Nigeria have been terrorized by criminal gangs 
known locally as bandits who raid villages, 
stealing cattle, kidnapping for ransom and burn-
ing homes after looting supplies. They launched 
separate attacks on four villages across three 
districts, killing 15 people and injuring several 
others, Samuel Aruwan, Kaduna state internal 
affairs commissioner said in a statement. 

The gunmen raided Rafin Sarki village in 
Giwa district “with 11 locals confirmed killed” - 
10 men and a woman, he added. Cibiya and 
Karamai villages in Kajuru district were also 
attacked, leaving two people dead and “several 
persons were left injured”. Aruwan said two 
more people were killed in Damari village in 
Birnin Gwari district. “The Government is 
engaging the security forces on these develop-
ments and other fronts,” he said. 

Kaduna is one of the states worst hit by 
bandits in northern Nigeria. The conflict is 
compounded by sometimes deadly clashes 
between nomadic cattle herders and local 
farmers over grazing and water rights, which 
have assumed ethnic and religious dimensions. 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari is 
under intense pressure to end the violence 
before he leaves office next year at the end of 
his eight-year tenure. — AFP  

MONTMARTRE: A 2CV (deux-chevaux) car drives past tourists in front of the Sacre-Coeur Basilica in 
Montmartre Paris’ district. —AFP 

PM affirms 
government...
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Head of the Jordanian Businessmen Association 

Hamdi Al-Tabbaa said during the meeting that 

Kuwait is one of the most prominent countries 
investing in Jordan, in addition to being one of the 
most important trade partners, which amounted to 
nearly $18 billion. He described the Jordanian-
Kuwaiti economic relations as deep and rooted in 
the agreements of trade and investment, preventing 
double taxation and protecting mutual investments, 
which have brought the two countries together 
since 2001. — KUNA  

Kuwait top 
investor in Jordan...
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 A large Qatar flag hung on the spacious building, sur-

rounded by smaller flags for Brazil, France, Saudi Arabia 
and other World Cup nations. Inside, comfortable seats 
were lined up in rows in front of a giant screen. 

But while in Europe armchair fans might have beer 
and pies, Taher and his friends ate dates and sipped 
Arabic coffee and tea. “Qatar is taking part for the first 
time and we are proud whether it wins or not,” said Taher, 
dressed in a traditional Arab white robe. Sports historian 
Sultan Al-Jassem, said “Qatar has become the focus of 
the world’s attention”. “In the past, half of the world did 
not know where Qatar is. Now Qatar has become the 
most famous country in the world to host this tourna-
ment,” said the 59-year-old. 

The group shouted “haram!” (disgrace), when the ref-
eree turned down a first half penalty. At half-time, with 

Qatar trailing by a goal, Taher and his friends joined farm 
workers from his estate to perform afternoon prayers in a 
mosque adjoining his home. They cheered when 
Mohammed Muntari headed Qatar’s first World Cup goal. 
Their hearts sank when Senegal made it 3-1. After losing 
to Ecuador in their opening game, it meant there was no 
hope of the Asian champions reaching the second round. 

Taher’s brother Nasir Al-Taher, a diplomat, found the 
right words. “We are not waiting for a sporting victory, 
we have already achieved a political, social and economic 
victory,” said the 63-year-old. The World Cup, he said, 
has “put Qatar on the world map”. Taher said “criticism is 
something that motivates us to move forward. On the 
contrary, it is natural and healthy to take criticism and 
then adjust course”. 

Jassem supported the government’s position that 
“everyone is welcome” but Qatar’s culture must be 
respected. “There are red lines,” he said. Jassem acknowl-
edged, however, that preparing for the World Cup has 
changed the face of Qatar. With the construction of a new 
metro system, hotels, major roads, stadiums and office 
skyscrapers, “as a Qatari, I am surprised to see something 
new every day. The World Cup has developed our coun-
try’s capabilities,” he added. — AFP 

Qatar grabs 
political win...
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Saghir Ahmed, a 32-year-old tailor, was among thou-

sands arriving in the long build-up to Khan’s speech atop 
a platform draped with banners depicting a clenched fist 
breaking shackles. Having shut his shop to attend, 
Ahmed said Pakistan’s dire economic situation - with 
galloping inflation and a nosediving rupee - has made 
life “unbearable”. “We hope Khan will introduce some 
reforms and the situation will improve,” he told AFP. 

Khan attracts cultish devotion from supporters, but 
on Saturday made his speech hundreds of meters from 
the bulk of the crowd of around 25,000 to 30,000, sep-
arated by coils of barbed wire and a buffer of police 
officers. In the Nov 3 assassination attempt, a gunman 
opened fire from close range as Khan’s open-top con-
tainer truck made its way through a crowded street. 
Buildings overlooking the site of the rally were searched 
overnight, a police official told AFP, while snipers were 
perched on rooftops surveying the mostly male sup-
porters whipping red and green flags back and forth. 

Khan himself was surrounded by a crush of body-
guards at all times, while mobile phone signals were 
jammed in the vicinity. Authorities threw a ring of steel 
around Islamabad to prevent his supporters from 
marching on government buildings, with thousands of 

security personnel deployed and roads blocked by 
shipping containers. Khan-led protests in May spiraled 
into 24 hours of chaos, with the capital blockaded and 
running clashes across Pakistan between police and 
protesters. Khan told Saturday’s rally that he would not 
be calling on supporters to enter the capital. 

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah - who Khan 
accuses of being involved in the assassination plot - 
issued a “red alert” Friday, warning of security threats 
to the rally. He listed Pakistan’s Taleban and Al-Qaeda 
among the extremist groups that could harm Khan. The 
government says the assassination attempt was the 
work of a lone wolf now in custody, with police leaking 
a “confession” video by the junk-shop owner saying he 
acted because Khan was against Islam. 

But Khan, a former international cricket player with 
a playboy reputation before he married, said he has 
long warned that the government would blame a reli-
gious fanatic for any attempt to kill him. Without offer-
ing evidence, Khan has named Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, interior minister Sanaullah, and a senior military 
officer of being the architects of the assassination 
attempt - charges they have all dismissed as lies. 

Saturday’s rally took place two days after the gov-
ernment named a former spymaster as the next military 
chief. General Syed Asim Munir’s appointment ended 
months of speculation over a position long considered 
the real power in the nuclear-armed Islamic nation of 
220 million people. Munir served as chief of the Inter-
Services Intelligence agency under Khan, but his stint 
ended after just eight months following a reported 
falling out. — AFP 

Khan vows 
to fight after...
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since he acquired the social media giant last month. 

Musk proposed a subscription fee of $8 a month to 
allow users to obtain the blue check - which was pre-
viously free but reserved for organizations and public 
figures in an attempt to avoid impersonation and mis-
information. The first rollout of Musk’s subscription 
plan in early November quickly went south, with many 
accounts paying for the blue check and then imperson-

ating world leaders, celebrities or companies. 
Responding to the backlash, Musk initially post-

poned the launch date to Nov 29, before delaying it 
once more. It now appears the feature will launch on 
Dec 2. Musk has said that he wants to charge users for 
subscriptions to the social media platform to diversify 
its income stream. Twitter currently depends on adver-
tising for 90 percent of its revenue. 

Several major brands have withdrawn from advertis-
ing on the platform since Musk bought it, fearing that his 
promised relaxation of content moderation could open 
their companies up to being associated with objection-
able content. According to the NGO Media Matters, half 
of Twitter’s top 100 advertisers have announced that 
they are suspending or “have apparently suspended” 
their spending on the social network.  — AFP  

Musk announces 
gold, gray and...


