
Trudeau defends
emergency powers
use against truckers
OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
testified at a public inquiry on Friday to defend his use
of emergency powers to dislodge noisy trucker-led
protestors that jammed the capital earlier this year, cit-
ing what he called threats of serious violence. His testi-
mony at the Public Order Emergency Commission
wrapped up six weeks of hearings on the rarely used
powers, which were invoked in February after weeks of
protests that brought Ottawa to a standstill and disrupt-
ed trade. Critics have said Trudeau’s use of those pow-
ers was excessive.

Trudeau told the inquiry that protesters had rammed
vehicles into police cruisers and used children as
shields. He said police were concerned they might be
hoarding weapons while Canada’s spy agency warned
of “the presence of people promoting ideologically-
motivated violent extremism” that risked triggering lone
wolf attacks. Tensions rose further when counter-
protests popped up, with “grandmothers standing in
residential streets against massive trucks,” Trudeau said,
raising concerns about Canadians taking matters into
their own hands.

“We were seeing things escalate,” he said, adding
that advice and “my own inclination was that... we
needed to do something to keep Canadians safe.”
Invoking the Emergencies Act, he concluded, “was the
right thing to do. And we did it.” The self-styled
“Freedom Convoy” of truckers rolled into the capital
on Jan 29 from across Canada to express anger at
COVID vaccine mandates.

As solidarity rallies popped up - blocking trade cor-
ridors including a bridge to Detroit that is the busiest
international crossing in North America - their demands
expanded to a broader rejection of pandemic restric-
tions and an anti-establishment agenda. The use of
extraordinary powers of the act to remove the protests
and blockades was criticized as overreach by political
opponents and civil liberties groups.

The commission has been mandated to assess the
“appropriateness and effectiveness of the measures”
taken by the government to deal with the protests. It is
not, however, empowered to level sanctions. Led by for-
mer judge Paul Rouleau, the commission has heard from
officials, protest leaders and Ottawa residents impacted
by the big rigs’ incessant honking and diesel fumes.

Tinder box versus bouncy castles
“It was a tinder box waiting to explode. It was not a

family festival,” former Ottawa police chief Peter Sloly
testified. He resigned during the crisis over what the
commission heard was a disorganized police response,
including intelligence failures and leaks - both now
under investigation. Convoy organizers have painted a
much different picture, calling their actions legitimate
pushback against “evil” policies and describing a festive
atmosphere in front of Parliament with hot tubs, bouncy
castles and barbecues.

“We weren’t there to disrupt the city residents,”
trucker Brigitte Belton told the inquiry. “We were there
to be heard.” The commission heard evidence of incen-
diary comments and extremist elements of the protest
that included calls for a coup and the spread of conspir-
acy theories. Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland
testified on Thursday that the protests risked damaging
investor confidence and “doing long-term and possibly
irreparable harm to our trading relationship with the
United States”.

Text messages between officials, and readouts of
calls with bankers and the White House in Washington
showed frustrations rising as Ottawa and the provinces
struggled to bring the protest movement to heel. One
banker related to Freeland an investor’s description of
Canada amid the chaos as a “banana republic” while a
provincial premier accused the feds of stoking protestor
anger by “calling them all Nazis”.—AFP
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SAN FRANCISCO: Is it a pipe dream or a possibili-
ty? Elon Musk wants to meaningfully diversify Twitter’s
revenue stream beyond advertising, but no major social
network has managed so far to go without ads alto-
gether. Something of a gold standard, social media ads
can be fine-tuned and tailored to individual users on a
mass scale, and have been particularly lucrative for
Meta’s Facebook and Instagram, as well as Google.

“Facebook pretty much set the standard for having
an ad model for social networks,” said Jasmine Enberg,
an analyst at Insider Intelligence. “But that doesn’t
necessarily have to be the way that social platforms
monetize.” Social networks are facing budget cuts
from inflation-afflicted advertisers and increased regu-
lations on the use of lucrative personal data, so it
makes sense for them “to be exploring new, non-ad
monetization techniques,” she said.

The issue is delicate for Twitter, whose revenue is
90 percent dependent on advertising. Advertisers, on
the other hand, do not necessarily need Twitter and
can turn to other social networks. The advertising situ-
ation at Twitter has been particularly dire since Musk
took over the company in late October. In recent
weeks, half of Twitter’s 100 top advertisers have
announced they are suspending or have otherwise
“seemingly stopped advertising on Twitter”, an analy-
sis conducted by nonprofit watchdog group Media
Matters found.

They fear being associated with toxic content as

Musk, who describes himself as a “free speech abso-
lutist,” advocates for laxer moderation. “Musk didn’t
understand that Twitter itself was a brand, had cachet,”
said Sarah Roberts, an information studies expert at
University of California, Los Angeles. “Now companies
don’t even want to be associated with it. It’s not even
that they worry about the content. Twitter is a tainted
brand, a brand non grata companies don’t want to be
associated with,” she added.

Alternate solutions
Social media sites are testing two alternate solu-

tions in particular: Charging everyday users and
charging content creators. The forum platform Reddit
has deployed a hybrid model, making money via
advertising, paid subscriptions and digital coins that
allow users access to special privileges. That said, “It’s
always hard to charge for something that used to be
free,” said Carolina Milanesi of research firm Creative
Strategies. “Unless you give something different or
create a different product, you can’t go from not
charging to charging,” she said.

While Twitter has been offering a paid subscription
with additional features since last year, Musk aimed to
raise the price to $8 a month and include account veri-
fication in the plan’s perks. A partial launch was chaot-
ic, however, and prompted the proliferation of so many
fake accounts that the rollout of so-called Twitter Blue
has now been paused.

Musk has now tweeted that this feature called
Verified will be launched next week. “Figuring out a
way to charge users for premium features and make
money off of users is not a bad idea,” Enberg said. But
she said the benefits Twitter offered may not have
been enticing enough, and that the verification aspect
should be more of a security feature than a monetiz-
able feature.

Finally, because paid subscribers - arguably the
most active on the network - would see 50 percent
less advertising than non-paying users, the plan would
“dilute the quality and the size of the addressable

audience for advertisers”. Some newer platforms are
trying to do without advertising altogether, with no
guarantee of long-term viability.

For example, on Discord, a live-discussion social
network, subscribers have access to more emoticons.
And the fledgling photo-sharing app BeReal is hoping
to not have to sell ads by making money through in-
app purchases instead, the Financial Times reported.

‘Big-name influencers
Twitter had some 230 million daily active users as

of June, and Musk continues to congratulate himself on
growing that number since taking over. But increased
users do not necessarily translate into dollars.
Snapchat, which also launched a paid version in June,
has gained more and more users, but not necessarily
money. Most users do not pay anything and advertis-
ers have cut spending on this app.

Faced with this reality, platforms are competing for
content creators to attract and retain audiences - and
either taking commission or making them pay for the
promotion of their messages and videos. This repre-
sents “a really big opportunity” for Twitter, Enberg
said. Twitter “does have a lot of celebrities and big-
name influencers, politicians and journalists” with
whom it could form a mutually financially beneficial
relationship, she said. Milanesi added that while the
network already offers some promotional tools, they
are “quite expensive, and not very effective”. — AFP 
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advertising, but can it be done?

Social media sites testing two alternate solutions in particular

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau testi-
fies before the Public Order Emergency Commission pub-
lic inquiry on Nov 25, 2022. — AFP 

Musk announces
‘amnesty’ for
Twitter accounts 
SAN FRANCISCO: Elon Musk said Thursday
many previously suspended Twitter accounts
would be allowed back on the platform after a
landslide of users responding to an informal poll
by the new owner voted in favor of the move. The
announcement comes as Musk faces pushback
that his criteria for content moderation is subject
to his personal whim, with reinstatements decided
for certain accounts and not others. “The people
have spoken. Amnesty begins next week,” Musk
tweeted, responding to the poll.

“Vox Populi, Vox Dei,” he added, repeating a
Latin adage meaning “The voice of the people is
the voice of God,” that he has used when talking
about other Twitter polls. Of 3.16 million respon-
dents to Musk’s Wednesday poll question, 72.4
percent said Twitter should allow suspended
accounts back on Twitter as long as they have not
broken laws or engaged in “egregious spam,”
Musk posted.

It was the same type of “yes/no” informal
poll  of Twitter users that Musk devised to
decide in favor of reinstating former president
Donald Trump on the platform. Trump’s Twitter
account was reinstated Saturday after a narrow
majority of respondents supported the move.
Polls on Twitter are open to all users and are
unscientific and potentially targeted by fake
accounts and bots.

Moreover, while Musk has 118 million follow-
ers, many of Twitter’s 450 million monthly active
users might never have seen the poll question. A
blanket amnesty for suspended accounts could
potentially alarm government authorities that are
keeping a close look at Musk’s handling of hateful
speech since he bought the influential platform
for $44 billion.

It could also spook Apple and Google, tech
titans that have the power to ban Twitter from
their mobile app stores over content concerns.
Trump was banned from the platform early last
year for his role in the January 6 attack on the US
Capitol by a mob of his supporters seeking to
overturn the results of the 2020 election.

‘No mercy’
Musk’s reinstatement of Trump followed that of

other banned accounts including a conservative
parody site and a psychologist who had violated
Twitter’s rules on language identifying transgen-
der people. The CEO of Tesla and SpaceX has
said that conspiracy theorist Alex Jones will not
be returning to Twitter and will remain banned
from the platform. Musk on Sunday said he had
“no mercy for anyone who would use the deaths
of children for gain, politics or fame” due to his
own experience with the death of his first child.

Jones has been ordered to pay hundreds of
millions of dollars in damages for his lies about
the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting
that killed 26 people, mostly children. Musk, who
closed his buyout of Twitter in late October, did
not make clear whether the bans to be lifted by
the poll were permanent suspensions or tempo-
rary ones. The future of content moderation on
Twitter has become an urgent concern, with
major advertisers keeping away from the site after
a failed relaunch earlier this month saw a prolifer-
ation of fake accounts, causing embarrassment.

Meanwhile the teams in charge of keeping
nefarious activity off the site have been gutted,
victims of Musk-led layoffs that saw half of total
employees leave the company. John Wihbey, a
media professor at Northeastern University,
speculated that all the chaos might be because
Musk is seeking to “buy himself t ime.”
“Regulators are certainly going to come after him,
both in Europe and maybe the United States...
and therefore a lot of what he’s doing is trying to
frame those fights,” Wihbey said. — AFP 

Meta calls for UK
rethink over plans
to scrap EU laws
LONDON: Facebook owner Meta is urging UK
lawmakers considering legislation to scrap all
retained European Union laws by 2024 to maintain
some e-commerce rules to keep Britain globally
competitive. The UK government introduced legisla-
tion in September to amend, repeal or replace all EU
laws automatically retained after Brexit by the end
of next year.

“The Brexit Freedoms Bill will enable the UK gov-
ernment to remove years of burdensome EU regulation
in favor of a more agile, home-grown regulatory
approach that benefits people and businesses across
the UK,” it said at the time. In a newly disclosed letter
to a committee of MPs scrutinizing the bill, the US tech

giant said it wanted to draw “attention to one key area
of retained EU legislation that we believe may be
affected”.

The California-based company, which has around
4,000 full-time staff in Britain, noted 2002 electronic
commerce regulations based on an EU directive limit
the liability of online platforms “that act as a mere con-
duit”. “This framework... is critical to maintaining an
online environment that enables a thriving and diverse
technology sector to flourish in the UK,” Meta said.

It warned that without it, “platforms and websites
are less likely to want to operate in the UK and may
pull back from making the UK a hub for innovative
new products and services in the way the government
envisages”. Meta argued the provisions should be
“either explicitly maintained elsewhere or recommend
that the E-Commerce Regs are removed from scope of
the Revocation Bill”.

The draft legislation is currently working its way
through parliament. It has provoked a backlash in
Britain, with many public and private interest groups

and organizations accusing the government of moving
too far, too fast. Trade unions are among those
opposed to the bill, with one leading organization
warning in another letter to the committee published
Friday that it “poses a significant threat to workers’
rights and should be opposed by MPs”.

“It is striking that ministers have yet to explain
which laws they intend to retain, to amend or allow to
expire,” the Trades Union Congress said. “Indeed,
there even remains uncertainty about whether govern-
ment knows which laws are affected,” it added, argu-
ing “the ultimate goal is deregulation”.

Meanwhile TheCityUK, one of London’s leading
financial lobby groups, said it has “a number of reser-
vations about the appropriateness of this Bill in cur-
rent circumstances”. The organization cited “the over-
all need for it, opportunity costs, the risk of worsening
the relationship with the EU, and the potential for
increased burdens on business”. “At a minimum, a far
longer sunset period for implementation should be
allowed,” it added. — AFP 

Ottawa rolls out
CAN$1.6bn plan
on climate change
OTTAWA: The Canadian government on Thursday
unveiled a CAN$1.6 billion (US$1.2 billion) plan to
help the country deal with the looming dangers of a
warming world, such as f loods, wi ldf ires and
extreme heat. The so-called climate adaptation
strategy will fund programs to help Canadians
shield themselves from heat waves, protect coast-
lines from rising seas and safeguard infrastructure,
including in the far north, which is facing the thaw of
permafrost, officials said.

“Climate change is hitting all communities right
across Canada,” Emergency Preparedness Minister
Bill Blair told a news conference from Prince Edward
Island, a province hit hard by Hurricane Fiona in
September. The storm - said to be the costliest to hit
Canada’s Atlantic coast - was just a taste of what’s to
come, according to the government, which forecasts
annual costs of natural disasters in Canada to rise to
Can$15.4 billion by 2030.

“We are seeing in the last few years, not just in
Canada but around the world, an increase in the fre-
quency and severity of climate related events,” said
Blair, citing extreme weather events that killed hun-
dreds and devastated communities across the country.
The adaptation strategy, which the government pre-
sented as a work-in-progress, was hailed as a “great
step forward” by Greenpeace, while the Insurance
Bureau of Canada, which represents home, car and
business insurers, called it “ambitious.”

Its goals also include making Canadians more
aware of the risks of natural disasters in their commu-
nities, establishing 15 new urban national parks, con-
serving 30 percent of Canada’s lands and waters to
stem biodiversity loss, and preventing all future deaths
from extreme heat. Adaptation measures, according to
a government statement, could result in up to Can$15
in savings for every dollar spent.

New construction standards in fire and flood zones
alone would save an estimated Can$4.7 billion a year,
the government said, while noting that urban forests in
Toronto - Canada’s largest city - have lowered cooling
costs, improved air quality and reduced strains on
stormwater sewers. The new funding builds on more
than Can$8 billion already committed by Ottawa for
adaptation and disaster relief since 2009.—AFP

German economy
grew more than
estimated in Q3
FRANKFURT: Germany’s economy grew more than
previously thought in the third quarter despite high
inflation and an energy crisis, revised official data
showed Friday. Europe’s biggest economy expanded
by 0.4 percent between July and September compared
to the second quarter - slightly better than the 0.3

percent growth previously calculated by federal statis-
tics agency Destatis.

Analysts had forecast a contraction in the third
quarter as the fallout from Russia’s war in Ukraine
takes a toll on European economies. “Overall, the
German economy remains robust,” Destatis said in a
statement. Gross domestic product grew “despite
difficult general conditions in the global economy
such as the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, delivery
bottlenecks, continuing price rises and the war in
Ukraine,” it said.

A separate  survey on Fr iday showed that
German consumer confidence has edged up again
following a long period of decline, the latest indi-

cation that concerns are easing about the severity
of an approaching downturn. Pollster GfK’s for-
ward-looking barometer registered minus 40.2
points for December, an increase of 1.7 points from
November.

Germany was heavily reliant on Russian gas before
the war, and Moscow’s move to cut off flows through
the crucial Nord Stream 1 pipeline has fueled fears of
energy shortages and skyrocketing heating bills this
winter. Record-high inflation of 10 percent in
September has added to the pain, as consumers and
businesses see their purchasing power eroded. The
German government expects the economy to shrink by
0.4 percent in 2023. — AFP 


