
LOS ANGELES: LeBron James returned from a five-
game injury absence to score 21 points on Friday as the
Los Angeles Lakers beat the Spurs 105-94 in San
Antonio for their first road win of the NBA season.
James pulled down eight rebounds and handed out five
assists with three steals and a blocked shot in 33 min-
utes on the floor, with Lakers coach Darvin Ham saying
the four-time NBA champion looked “phenomenal”
after missing five games with a groin injury. The Boston
Celtics, led by 30 points from Jayson Tatum, downed the
red-hot Sacramento Kings 122-104 to improve their
league-leading record to 15-4.

On a busy night in the NBA after a day off for the US
Thanksgiving holiday, the Milwaukee Bucks rallied for a
117-102 win over the Cleveland Cavaliers in a battle for
second place in the Eastern Conference. In San Antonio,
all eyes were on James, who is on track-if he stays
healthy - to surpass Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the
league’s all-time leading scorer as early as February. He
scored the first basket of the contest as the Lakers
quickly powered to a double-digit lead. They led 59-41
at halftime, but the young Spurs team had sliced the
deficit to 81-78 by early in the fourth.

The Lakers responded, James’s dunk taking the lead
back to 10 points. “I felt pretty good,” James said. “I’ve
been non-stop around the clock (getting treatment) for
the last couple of weeks to get back on the floor.”
Anthony Davis scored 11 of his 25 points in the final
period, finishing with a double-double that also includ-
ed 15 rebounds. Ham was delighted with what he saw
from his superstar, James’s nine turnovers notwithstand-
ing. “He was moving great,” Ham said. “Obviously
there’s going to be some rust there... but I thought he
looked great.” James said he expected to be back on the
floor when the Spurs hosted the Lakers again Saturday-
and he expects to see improvement. “My rhythm, my
timing was a little off on a few of my passes,” he said.
“But I’ll be a lot better as the games go on.” In Boston,
the Celtics survived a sloppy third quarter to down the
Kings, whose eight wins in November included a seven-
game winning streak that ended with a loss to Atlanta
on Wednesday.

Boston led by as many as 16 early in the second
quarter, but the Kings used a 40-point second period to
cut the deficit to two points at halftime. The Kings kept

pushing in a third quarter that featured four lead
changes. The game was tied 84-84 when Boston reserve
Payton Pritchard drained a three-pointer and Tatum fed
Luke Kornet for an alley-oop dunk. Tatum then came up
with a steal and a basket, followed by a rebound and a
three-pointer to give the Celtics a 94-84 lead going into
the fourth.

Antetokounmpo dominates 
In Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 38

points to take the Bucks past the Cavaliers, who led by
16 in the first half but were out-scored 35-10 in the third
quarter as the hosts turned things around. The Phoenix

Suns maintained their slim lead in the Western
Conference with a 108-102 victory over the Detroit
Pistons.

Deandre Ayton scored 28 points and grabbed 12
rebounds and Devin Booker added 21 points in the
Suns’ third straight victory. The reigning champion
Golden State Warriors rode a hot start to a 129-118 vic-
tory over the Utah Jazz, improving to 10-10 in what has
been a rocky season so far. It was a battle of the top
two picks in the 2019 draft in New Orleans, where Ja
Morant scored 23 points with four rebounds and 11
assists to lead the Memphis Grizzlies to a 132-111 victo-
ry over Zion Williamson’s Pelicans.—AFP
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Celtics overpower Kings

LeBron James returns from a 5-game injury absence 

Afghanistan thrash 
Lanka in ODI opener
KANDY: Opener Ibrahim Zadran’s sparkling cen-
tury and four wickets by Fazalhaq Farooqi led
Afghanistan to an emphatic 60-run win over Sri
Lanka in the opening one-day international on
Friday. Afghanistan posted 294-8 after electing to
bat as Ibrahim, who hit 106, put on key partner-
ships, including a 118-run second-wicket stand
with Rahmat Shah, who made 52, in Pallekele.

Afghanistan’s Farooqi and fellow quick Gulbadin
Naib shared seven wickets between them as the
tourists bowled out Sri Lanka for 234. Pathum
Nissanka’s 85 and a threatening 66 by Wanindu
Hasaranga went in vain as Afghanistan ended the
Sri Lankan innings in 38 overs. But it was the bat-
ting that set the tone for Afghanistan’s domination
in the first ever bilateral ODI series between the
two teams.

Ibrahim led the charge with his second ODI
century and Najibullah Zadran’s 25-ball 42 boosted
the total but some disciplined bowling in the end
checked Afghanistan, who looked like getting over
300. “The pitch was good for batting, I read the
surface and took my time, and it worked,” man of
the match Ibrahim said. “The track remained the
same throughout, we wanted to get to 320, that
was the plan. Our bowlers did a great job.”

Rahmanullah Gurbaz justified captain
Hashmatullah Shahidi’s decision to bat first as he
hit a flurry of boundaries in his 53. Ibrahim joined
the attack as the two put on 84 runs to set the tone
for the batting charge. Cameos from Najibullah and
Naib, who made 22 off 24 balls, took on the
bowlers in the end but Sri Lanka gave away just 31
runs in the final five overs and took five wickets.
Hasaranga returned impressive figures of 2-42 in
his 10 overs.

The hosts started briskly but regular wickets
hurt their progress with Naib picking two to rattle
the top-order. Nissanka reached his fifty in 42 balls
and put on 47 runs with skipper Dasun Shanaka,
who fell to Naib. Farooqi denied Nissanka his ton
but Hasaranga soon hit back to raise hopes of a
turnaround. He smashed Mohammad Nabi for a six
and four fours in a 22-run 31st over and raised his
fifty in 31 balls. Wickets kept falling and Hasaranga
was the last man out to Farooqi, who finished with
figures of 4-49.

“The difference between the two sides was the
partnerships. Their side batted around Ibrahim and
had three partnerships,” said Shanaka. “We had
starts but couldn’t convert it.” The loss dented Sri
Lanka’s chances of a direct qualification to the 50-
over World Cup in India next year with crucial
Super League points up for grabs in the series.
Shanaka said Sri Lanka need to “win three out of
(remaining) five games (for World Cup qualifica-
tion) and we’re looking forward to that.” The sec-
ond match is on Sunday at the same venue.— AFP 

Italians inspired by 
Freddie Mercury in 
Espoo figure skating
ESPOO: Rebecca Ghilardi and Filippo Ambrosini
channeled British rockers Queen as they took an
early lead in pairs at the Espoo figure skating
Grand Prix to keep alive their hopes of making the
finals in Turin. In the short program at the sixth and
last Grand Prix before the finals in their native
country, the Italian pair skated to “Somebody To
Love” and “Another One Bites the Dust”. Ambrosini
grew a moustache for the routine. “I represent
Freddie Mercury and we feel this program, this
music,” he said.

American pair Anastasiia Smirnova and Danylo
Siianytsina, both born in Ukraine, were second fol-
lowed by Russian-born duo Anastasiia Metelkina and
Daniil Parkman, representing Georgia. In the men’s
short program, 25th-ranked Frenchman Kevin Aymoz
jumped to a surprise lead over American Ilia Malinin.
Japan’s Shun Sato was third. Aymoz, returning from an
ankle injury, gave a spectacular display. “I got injured
six weeks ago,” Aymoz said. “I am glad to be here,
even if I don’t have the technical level to do big quads.
I’m not expecting a lot of results tomorrow.” “The
injury makes me realise that I am here to enjoy the
moment.”

In October, Malinin, landed only the second
quadruple axel ever performed in competition to
become Skate America’s youngest men’s champion,
but on Friday the 17-year-old under-rotated on two
toe-loops and stumbled on his triple Axel. “It wasn’t
the best skate that I had,” he said. In the women’s short
program, Loena Hendrickx of Belgium took the lead by
1.30 points from Japan’s Mai Mihara. Another Japanese
skater, Mana Kawabe, was third.

Hendricks said she had struggled in the build up to
the event. “I had a hard time working towards this
competition. I felt a little ill last week and my blood
results were not very good, so I had to take a little bit
of rest,” she said. The evening closed with Canadians
Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier, the top-ranked pair in
Espoo, set their new best score as they built a huge
8.87 point lead over Americans Kaitlin Hawayek and
Jean-Luc Baker with another American pair, Christina
Carreira and Anthony Ponomarenko 4.73 points further
back in third.— AFP 

Australia reach 
first Davis Cup 
final since 2003
MALAGA: Australia reached their first Davis Cup
final since 2003 on Friday when they battled back to
beat last year’s runners-up Croatia 2-1. Max Purcell
and Jordan Thompson stunned 2021 Wimbledon cham-
pions Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic 6-7 (3/7), 7-5, 6-
4 in the decisive doubles to hand Australia a final clash
against either Canada or Italy on Sunday.

The victory was reward for the decision by
Australia skipper Lleyton Hewitt-who played in the
2003 title-winning team-to pair Thompson with
Purcell. Matthew Ebden, who had partnered Purcell to
this year’s Wimbledon title, had been scheduled to fea-
ture in the deciding rubber before the late switch. “It’s
been a long time,” said Hewitt. “We’re a very proud
Davis Cup nation and I’m very proud of these guys.
They deserve to be in the final and in with a chance of
winning this thing.”

Hewitt admitted there had been a “slight injury con-
cern” over Ebden. “But I had no concerns about the

chemistry of these two (Purcell and Thompson).” After
Mektic and Pavic claimed the 53-minute opening set in
the tiebreak to nudge Croatia closer to a fourth Davis
Cup final in six years, the Australian pair hit back. They
broke in the 11th game of the second set to level before
breaking again in the seventh game of the decider on
their way to victory after two hours and 14 minutes.

Earlier, Alex de Minaur beat former US Open
champion Marin Cilic 6-2, 6-2 to pull 28-time champi-
ons Australia level after Borna Coric had given Croatia
the lead in the semi-final with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over
Thanasi Kokkinakis. Cilic, ranked 17 in the world, was
undone by 23 unforced errors as De Minaur, the world
number 24, avenged a loss to the Croatian when the
two countries met in last year’s tournament.

“Marin’s a hell of a competitor, a veteran player of
our sport that has accomplished amazing things. I
knew what to expect, so I knew it was never going to
be easy,” said De Minaur. “I knew I had to bring all
the intensity I could, be as solid as I could, and try to
be solid but aggressive at the same time.” World
number 26 Coric triumphed over 95th-ranked
Kokkinakis in 92 minutes on the back of six aces and
18 winners as the two-time champions set their sights
on a return to the final having lost to Russia in the
2021 title match. —AFP

SAN ANTONIO: LeBron James #6 of the Los Angeles Lakers drives over Zach Collins #23 of the San Antonio Spurs in the
second half at AT&T Center on November 25, 2022.— AFP 

MALAGA: Australia’s Jordan Thompson (right) with Australia’s Max Purcell returns the ball during the men’s double semi-final ten-
nis match between Croatia and Australia of the Davis Cup tennis tournament at the Martin Carpena sporthall in Malaga on
November 25, 2022. — AFP KANDY: Sri Lanka’s Wanindu Hasaranga de Silva plays

a shot during the first one-day international (ODI)
cricket match between Sri Lanka and Afghanistan at
the Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Kandy
on November 25, 2022. — AFP


