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Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper #21 Mohammed Al-Owais 
(left) makes a save from an attempt at goal by 
Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (center) 
on November 26, 2022. — AFP photos

A Saudi Arabia fan kisses a replica of the FIFA World 
Cup trophy during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C 
football match between Poland and Saudi Arabia.

Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski cele-
brates scoring his team’s second goal on November 
26, 2022.

A Saudi Arabia fan looks on ahead of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group C football match between Poland 
and Saudi Arabia at the Education City Stadium in Al-
Rayyan on November 26, 2022. 

Fans of Tunisia react after the team was defeated by 
Australia 1-0 in the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D foot-
ball match between Tunisia and Australia on November 
26, 2022. 

France’s forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (top) jumps over 
Denmark’s defender #13 Rasmus Kristensen during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group D football match between 
France and Denmark on November 26, 2022. 

Poland overwhelm Saudi  
Arabia 2-0, top Group C

Lewandowski scores first World Cup goal of his prolific career

AL-RAYYAN: Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper #21 Mohammed Al-Owais (right) makes a save from an attempt at goal by Poland’s forward #09 Robert Lewandowski (left) 
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match between Poland and Saudi Arabia on November 26, 2022. — AFP 

DOHA: Robert Lewandowski scored the first World 
Cup goal of his prolific career on Saturday when he 
netted in Poland’s 2-0 win over Saudi Arabia, burst-
ing their bubble following the team’s giant-killing act 
against Argentina. Barcelona forward Lewandowski 
made sure Poland took a big step towards the last 16 
in Qatar when he rolled home in the 82nd minute 
after being gifted the ball by Abdulelah Al-Malki. 

However it was a battle for Czeslaw 
Michniewicz’s side, who were leading at that point 
thanks to Piotr Zielinski’s roofed finish and an 
incredible double save from Wojciech Szczesny after 
Salem Al-Dawsari’s penalty late in the first half. 
Poland leapfrogged the Saudis into first place in 
Group C, with Lionel Messi’s Argentina facing 
Mexico later on Saturday. 

Egged on by a vocal crowd, Herve Renard’s Saudi 
team came out with the bit between their teeth and 
the Poles frequently struggled to handle their 

aggressive press. Poland were shown three early 
yellow cards. Mohamed Kanno had the game’s first 
decent effort on goal, tipped over by Szczesny in the 
13th minute. Lewandowski initially found it hard to 
get into the game as he was immediately surrounded 
by a gang of defenders led by Ali Al-Bulayhi, who at 
one point looked to be heading out of the game after 
being accidentally studded by the Barca star. 

 
Super Szczesny 

Lewandowski played a key role in Poland’s open-
er against the run of play in the 39th minute, pulling 
back for Zielinski to finish after nearly clipping home 
his first World Cup goal. Szczesny then stepped up 
to save his team minutes later after referee Wilton 
Sampaio awarded a soft penalty, when Saleh Al-
Shehri went down heavily under pressure from 
Krystian Bielik.  

The Juventus goalkeeper did well to bat away 

Dawsari’s nervy spot-kick but the ball fell to 
Mohammed Al-Burayk, who was denied on the 
rebound by a sensational stop. Szczesny was again 
Poland’s savior nine minutes after the break when he 
charged off his line to keep out Dawsari following a 
chaotic passage of play that ended with the ball 
being ballooned over the bar. 

Poland were again close to buckling under 
intense Saudi pressure but should have been fur-
ther ahead midway in through the second half 
when Arkadiusz Milik and Lewandowski both 
struck the woodwork in the space of three minutes. 
Malki then scuffed wide from the edge of the box 
and it was his mistake that allowed Lewandowski 
to seal the points. Nothing looked on when Malki 
received a pass on the edge of his own area but he 
let the ball  sl ip past him and right into 
Lewandowski’s feet, allowing him to roll in a simple 
finish and end his hoodoo. — AFP 

DOHA: Kylian Mbappe scored twice, including a 
late winner, as holders France edged Denmark 2-1 
on Saturday to become the first team to reach the 
last 16 of the World Cup. A potent French side knew 
a second victory in as many Group D outings would 
take them through to the knockout phase and they 
were well worth the lead that Mbappe gave them 
when he opened the scoring at Stadium 974 just 
after the hour mark. 

However, Andreas Christensen soon equalized for 
the Danes and Les Bleus needed Mbappe to deliver 
again in the 86th minute as he turned in Antoine 
Griezmann’s cross to puncture the Danish resistance 
once and for all. Having scored four during France’s 
victorious 2018 campaign and one against Australia, 
Mbappe now has seven goals in nine World Cup 
appearances. 

Didier Deschamps’s side now have the luxury of 
going into their final group game against Tunisia 

knowing a draw will guarantee them top spot, and even 
a defeat may not prevent them finishing first. Having 
come roaring back to batter Australia 4-1 in their 
opening match in Qatar, France were more wasteful in 
front of goal on this occasion but at least they did not 
come unstuck against opponents who have caused 
them problems before. 

They were reigning champions when a defeat to the 
Danes knocked them out of the 2002 World Cup, while 
the sides played out the only goalless draw in 2018. 
More recently Kasper Hjulmand’s side beat France 

home and away in this year’s Nations League, and it 
seemed that Deschamps had learned lessons from 
those two encounters. 

If France were a shadow of their usual selves in 
Copenhagen in September, they were much better in 
this match, played in a pop-up stadium made of ship-
ping containers on Doha’s waterfront. Deschamps 
changed three of his back four, with Theo Hernandez at 
left-back in place of his injured elder brother Lucas 
and Raphael Varane coming in for his first game in over 
a month. 

But the French attack was untouched from the 
Australia game. If Olivier Giroud took the headlines 
then, here Ousmane Dembele was electric at times on 
the right, Griezmann excelled in an advanced midfield 
role, and Mbappe made the difference. France’s pace, 
power and passing were all too sharp for the Euro 
2020 semi-finalists who were lucky to go in level at 
half-time. 

There were some French appeals for a red card in 
the 19th minute when Mbappe burst onto a beautiful 
threaded through ball by Griezmann only to be hauled 
down by Christensen, but the Danish defender escaped 
with a yellow. The holders’ best chances in the first half 
came from headers by Varane and Adrien Rabiot, but 
when Mbappe turned away from Joachim Andersen 
just before the hour mark and accelerated away, it was 
a sign that a goal was coming. — AFP 

DOHA: Goal hero Mitch Duke said he had a feeling he 
would score after his header gave dogged Australia a 1-
0 World Cup win over Tunisia on Saturday to revive 
their last-16 hopes. The striker’s clever looped header 
in Qatar put Australia in front in the 23rd minute and 
they desperately held on in the second half to silence 
Tunisia’s vociferous fans. The Socceroos sit second in 
Group D with three points from two games, having 
been well-beaten 4-1 by holders France in their tourna-
ment opener. They face Denmark - who play France 
later Saturday - in their final group game and the 
knockout round is in sight. 

“As a striker you need to have that confidence and 
believe that you can score in every match,” said Japan-
based centre-forward Duke, 31, whose physical pres-
ence was a nuisance all game to Tunisia. “I actually was 
messaging some of my family saying that I was going to 
score today.” Duke made the letter “J” after scoring and 
said that was for his watching son. “The gesture was a 
letter J for the first letter of his name,” said Duke. “I 
haven’t seen it yet but apparently he did it back to me 
from the stadium, which was a really special moment 
and I’m going to treasure it for the rest of my life.” 

Australia’s best previous World Cup performance 
came in 2006 when they reached the last 16, in the days 
of Tim Cahill, Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka. Graham 
Arnold’s Australia don’t have players of that ilk but they 
have lots of heart and kicked off to deafening whistles 
in front of 42,000 at Al Janoub Stadium, where their 
fans were heavily outnumbered. 

Each Australia touch was met with whistles from the 
throbbing ranks of Tunisia’s bouncing, bellowing and 

flag-waving supporters. Australia had only ever won 
two matches at the World Cup before this and 
squeezed into this edition via a playoff. But they started 
the better against a Tunisia team who held Denmark 0-
0 in their opener and are looking to reach the knockout 
stage for the first time. The match was being shown on 
primetime Saturday night television in Australia and 
viewers saw their gritty side dominate the first half. 

Austra l ia  took the  lead the i r  possess ion 
deserved midway through the f irst half . Craig 
Goodwin, who scored the opener in the loss to 
France, crossed from the left and the ball rico-
cheted for Duke to glance his header back over his 
own shoulder and into the net. Defender Harry 
Souttar of Stoke City then made a heroic last-
ditch block from the dangerous Youssef Msakni as 
half-time approached. Tunisia’s fans had their 
heads in their hands in injury time when Msakni 
finally escaped Souttar, only to sidefoot wide from 
close range. — AFP 

Australia revive  
World Cup hopes, 
beat Tunisia 1-0

Holders France 
in last 16 after 
Mbappe double

DOHA: France’s forward Kylian Mbappe scores his team’s 
second goal in front of Denmark’s goalkeeper Kasper 
Schmeichel at Stadium 974 on Nov 26, 2022. —AFP 


