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News in brief

Lawmakers insist they will 
reject all forms of taxation

Govt plans major reforms, taxes, amendment of population structure
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MPs said on Sunday they 
will strongly oppose any government 
plans to impose any form of taxation 
and raising charges for public services, 
adding they will take action against 
such plans. Meanwhile, the Cabinet is 
due to approve its four-year program 
of action on Monday, which envisages 
major political and economic reforms 
and calls for imposing taxes and 
reducing the number of expats living in 
the country. 

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said that 
as “we opposed plans for taxation in the 
past, it will be our position always”, 
pledging he will resort to questioning 
the government if it sought to speed up 
the process of passing legislation for 
taxation. MP Obaid Al-Wasmi said 
there will be no taxes imposed before 
the government manages to retrieve all 
public funds stolen by officials, estimat-
ed to be in the billions of dollars. 

Government ministers informed a 
National Assembly panel last week that 
the government’s four-year program of 
action will be debated and approved 
during the Cabinet’s weekly meeting on 
Monday, and then will be sent to the 
National Assembly for debate. The gov-
ernment’s program, which runs until 
2026, pledges to cooperate with the 
Assembly to issue dozens of legislation 
to introduce major political, economic, 
social and demographic reforms that 
call for imposing taxes, amending the 

population structure, changing the elec-
toral constituencies and many others. 

Under the program, the government 
pledges to resolve the decades-old 
problem of building houses for citizens, 
saying it will carry out projects to 
resolve 75 percent of the problem by 
the last year of the program. As part of 
political reforms, the program pledges 
to set up an independent body to over-
see elections, amending the electoral 
constituencies and the election system 
and revising laws governing public 
freedoms. 

The program also pledges to retrieve 
all public funds stolen by former offi-
cials using administrative and judicial 
means, in addition to issuing legislation 
to embolden national efforts to fight 
corruption. Regarding the oil sector, the 
program plans to develop the Supreme 
Petroleum Council and Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation and establish 
government companies to boost refin-
ing of crude oil. 

The program calls to revise charges 
on public services and impose taxes 
on profits of Kuwaiti and foreign com-
panies operating in the country. The 
program pledges to “amend the dis-
tortion in the demographic structure”, 
regulating the residency affairs of for-
eigners and introducing a smart sys-
tem for the  recruitment of foreign 
workers. The program also pledges to 
fundamentally resolve the problem of 
over 100,000 stateless people, locally 
known as bedoons.

DOHA: Morocco’s midfielder Selim Amallah fights for the ball with Belgium’s defender Timothy Castagne and midfielders Axel Witsel and 
Thorgan Hazard during their Qatar 2022 World Cup match at Al-Thumama Stadium on Nov 27, 2022. (Inset) Morocco’s defender Achraf 
Hakimi is kissed by his mother at the end of the match. — AFP ( See Page 16)

New features for Mobile ID app 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil 
Information launched new features for the 
Kuwait Mobile ID app, which serves more than 
three million users. The new update includes 
faster login via NFC technology by reading 
the ID’s chip; displaying the ID picture with 
the ability to share it; first-time registration 
without the need of the serial number (which 
will benefit more than 400,000 residents 
annually); finding the locations of self-service 
machines and a new update on the identifica-
tion process when using the app.

US to give $845m aid to Jordan  
 
AMMAN: The United States will provide 
Jordan with more than $845 million in annual 
financial support, officials in Amman said 
Sunday, as the country remains heavily 
dependent on foreign aid. Prime Minister 
Bisher Al-Khasawneh was present at the sign-
ing ceremony of the “agreement with the 
United States for the allocation of annual 
financial support of $845.1 million”, a 
Jordanian government statement said. In 
September, the US committed to providing 
Jordan with $10.15 billion in aid between 2023 
and 2029. — AFP

By Majd Othman  
 
KUWAIT: A source from the interior ministry con-
firmed to Kuwait Times that the ministry is working 
on a plan to provide a service for citizens to renew 
and receive their passports immediately at the air-
port through passport machines. He said this serv-
ice will be available only for those who weren’t 
aware their passports have expired or those whose 
passport pages are filled with stamps. This service 

will only be for holders of boarding passes present 
at the airport before the flight, to ensure their travel 
is not disrupted. 

The source said the ministry will soon provide 
passport renewal services through passport 
machines installed at malls, airport and various loca-
tions around the country, explaining that 12 passport 
machines have been allocated through national iden-
tity centers in the governorates and the General 
Directorate of Nationality and Travel Documents in 
Dajeej. The source said citizens can apply to renew 
their passports through the interior ministry website, 
a process that takes only a few minutes, and will be 
able to collect their renewed passports through 
these machines all over the country. 

Continued on Page 6 

MoI to launch instant 
passport machines

KUWAIT: Diabetes rates in Kuwait have reached 
25.5 percent among adults, according to a recent 
report of the International Diabetes Federation, the 
Head of the Kuwaiti Diabetes Association (KDA) Dr 
Waleed Al-Dhahi warned on Sunday. In a press 
statement on the sidelines of the annual celebration 
of the discovery of insulin held at Mall 360, Dr 
Dhahi said that this is the highest prevalence of the 
disease among Gulf countries. 

He said many factors have caused the high rates 
of type 2 diabetes; most popular are genetics and 
lifestyle. Patients can avoid type 2 diabetes by 
adopting a low-sugar diet and exercising regularly. 
As for children, Dr Dhahi noted that the modern 
lifestyle with technology and spending hours on  
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25.5% of Kuwait 
population has 
type 2 diabetes

DOHA: Shafeeq Saqafi proudly wore an Argentina 
shirt when he sat with 15,000 other migrant work-
ers in a hidden corner of Doha to watch Lionel 
Messi’s side salvage their World Cup. Messi’s goal 
in the 2-0 win over Mexico late Saturday brought 
the biggest crowd seen at the Asian Town stadium 
to their feet and Saqafi beat his chest in delight. 
“The shirt was something I really wanted,” said the 
32-year-old hotel worker from Bangladesh. 

Saqafi is one of the 2.5 million foreign workers 
who have been the foundation of Qatar’s economic 
miracle - helping pump oil and gas, building its 
World Cup stadiums and infrastructure and staffing 
the dozens of new hotels that have opened in the 
past five years. The stadium, in the Asian Town 
shopping complex on the outskirts of Doha, has 

become a daily draw for thousands of workers who 
live in nearby dormitories away from Doha’s glitzy 
shopping malls and restaurants. 

An Indian woman DJ revs up the overwhelmingly 
male and South Asian crowd before each match 
with Hindi pop songs and Bollywood videos. Many, 
like Saqafi, wear Argentina shirts.  
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Qatar’s migrant 
workers enjoying 
World Cup games

DOHA: Qatar’s migrant workers watch the Argentina 
vs Mexico match on Nov 26, 2022 at a stadium in the 
Asian Town shopping complex. — AFP

Morocco savor shock win over Belgium 

The new passport machines that will be launched soon.


