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Mexico president to  
‘show muscle’ at big  
political rally 

 
MEXICO CITY: Supporters of Mexican President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador are expected to 
flood the streets of Mexico City on Sunday in a 
major show of political strength by the left-wing 
populist. The rally comes as presidential hopefuls, 
including Lopez Obrador’s allies, warm up for the 
race to replace him in 2024. 

Two weeks after tens of thousands joined an 
opposition protest against his proposed electoral 
reform, Lopez Obrador plans to lead a pro-govern-
ment march through the heart of the capital. The 
aim is to celebrate the government’s “transformation 
of Mexico” four years into his six-year term, Lopez 
Obrador told reporters. “I invite all the people, all 
those who can attend,” including government minis-
ters and lawmakers, he said. 

It will be the first such march led by a Mexican 
president in at least four decades, and possibly the 
biggest pro-government rally since Lopez Obrador 
took office in 2018, according to experts. Lopez 
Obrador wants to “show muscle,” Fernando Dworak, 
a political analyst at the Mexican Autonomous 
Institute of Technology, said. “It was a serious mis-
take by the opposition to believe that the president 
can be beaten on the streets,” he told AFP, referring 
to the November 13 anti-government protest. 

 
‘Oiled machinery’ 

Lopez Obrador enjoys an approval rating of 
nearly 60 percent, and few doubt his ability to draw 
a huge crowd on Sunday, when he plans to give a 

speech outlining his achievements in office. Mexican 
presidents are barred from serving more than one 
term, and Lopez Obrador has ruled out trying to 
change the constitution to stay in office. 

Even so, he is keen to see his Morena party hold 
onto power after he stands aside. Two of Lopez 
Obrador’s close allies and potential successors, 
Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum and Foreign 
Minister Marcelo Ebrard, are expected to march 
alongside him. Lopez Obrador knows “that in order 
for him to win elections he needs oiled machinery 
that works all the time,” said Gustavo Lopez, a 
political scientist at Tecnologico de Monterrey, a 
Mexican university. 

Opposition parties accuse Lopez Obrador of 
being an “authoritarian” populist who is “militariz-

ing” the country by giving a greater role to the 
armed forces in both security and infrastructure 
projects. His efforts to revamp the independent 
National Electoral Institute (INE) have proven 
particularly controversial. Lopez Obrador alleges 
that the INE endorsed fraud when he ran unsuc-
cessfully for the presidency in 2006 and 2012, 
before winning in 2018. 

He wants the organization to be replaced by a 
new body with members chosen by voters instead of 
lawmakers and with a smaller budget. Critics see the 
plan as an attack on one of Mexico’s most important 
democratic institutions. The reform would require 
support from at least two-thirds of lawmakers in 
Congress, and Lopez Obrador’s political opponents 
have vowed to oppose the changes. — AFP 

MALABO: Equatorial Guinea’s ruler Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo has been re-elected to a 
sixth term as president with 94.9 percent of the 
votes cast, election officials announced on Saturday, 
putting turnout for the vote at 98 percent. Obiang, 
80, who seized power in a 1979 coup, is the 
longest-ruling head of state in the world excluding 
monarchs. He has never officially been re-elected 
with less than 93 percent of the vote. Electoral com-
mission head Faustino Ndong Esono Eyang con-
firmed that Obiang would serve another seven years 
in the top job. The commission said the turnout rate 
for the election was 98 percent. 

The landslide result was widely expected in the 
oil-rich and authoritarian Central African nation, 
where the political opposition is extremely weak. 
Obiang had the backing of a coalition of 15 parties, 
including his all-powerful ruling Democratic Party 
of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE). The PDGE, which was 
the country’s only legal political movement until 
1991, also swept all seats in the National Assembly 
and the Senate. 

The percentages won by the opposition candi-
dates, Andres Esono Ondo of the Convergence for 
Social Democracy and Buenaventura Monsuy 
Asumu of the Social Democratic Coalition Party, 
were not announced, with both garnering just a 
few thousand votes. “The definitive results of the 
vote find in our favour once more,” Obiang’s son, 
Vice President Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue, 
wrote on Twitter. 

 “We will continue to prove that we are a great 

political party.” 
 

‘History repeating itself’  
Obiang has ruled Equatorial Guinea for more 

than 43 years after ousting his uncle, Francisco 
Macias Nguema, who was then executed by a firing 
squad. He has suppressed dissent and seen off a 
string of attempted coups in the Spanish-speaking 
nation. Security forces arrested opposition figures 
in the weeks before the result, with the regime say-
ing it was thwarting a “conspiracy” to commit 
attacks in the capital Malabo and economic hub 
Bata. The authorities also closed the country’s land 
borders with neighboring Gabon and Cameroon 
before campaigning began, saying it was foiling 
infiltrators from disrupting the vote. 

Obiang is just the second president in Equatorial 
Guinea’s history since it gained independence in 
1968 from Spain, its colonial power for nearly two 
centuries. “Equatorial Guinea’s history has been 
repeating itself for 43 years and the political vision 
established by the government will continue after 
this election,” Justo Bolekia, a professor at Spain’s 
University of Salamanca, told AFP. “It was pre-
dictable, including for the opposition. We were even 
expecting a score closer to 98 percent,” he added. 

The discovery of offshore oil in the mid-1990s 
turned Equatorial Guinea into sub-Saharan Africa’s 
third-richest country in terms of per-capita income 
in 2021. But the wealth has remained concentrated 
in the hands of a few families. In 2006, when the oil 
boom was in full swing, more than three quarters of 

the population lived in extreme poverty, or on less 
than $1.90 a day, according to the World Bank. 
There have been no new figures since. The country 
also has a reputation for graft, ranking 172 out of 
180 nations on Transparency International’s 2021 
Corruption Perceptions Index. — AFP 

Obiang wins sixth term as  
Equatorial Guinea leader 

The longest-ruling head of state - excluding monarchs 

MALABO: Equatorial Guinea’s President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo prepares to speak after casting his 
ballot at the polling station of the former Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Malabo during Equatorial Guinea’s 
presidential, legislative and municipal elections. —AFP  

MEXICO CITY: Mexican president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (center) attends a military parade commemo-
rating the 112th anniversary of the Mexican Revolution at the Zocalo square in Mexico City. —AFP  

Greece opens abuse,  
and fraud probe into  
famed charity 

 
ATHENS: Greece has opened a probe into 
one of the country’s best-known child chari-
ties after numerous claims of alleged abuse 
and financial mismanagement, a justice min-
istry source told AFP on Sunday. The Ark of 
the World, founded by a charismatic priest, 
has worked with underprivileged children for 
at least two decades in Athens and several 
other parts of Greece. Since mid-November, 
Greek media have been broadcasting allega-
tions of malfeasance at the charity from for-
mer staff and former children under its care, 
their faces obscured and voices disguised. 

One 19-year-old told police that he was 
allegedly sexually molested by a senior char-
ity official, according to media reports. One 
former staffer said that he was fired after 
speaking out after a co-worker allegedly 
beat three boys. Others have claimed that 
charity executives demanded monetary 
donations instead of clothes and food, and 
lived lives of luxury. The government this 
week replaced the organization’s entire 
board and installed new management. 

The charity had been claiming to have 
some 500 children in its care, but deputy 
social affairs minister Domna Michailidou on 
Sunday told To Vima daily that the actual 
number was 136. “(The children) are safe,” 
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis told 
Alpha TV on Friday, calling the case “compli-
cated”. “We are interested in seeing what 
happened as regards to the finances. Because 
these are facilities handled large sums of 
money, primarily from private donations,” 
Mitsotakis said. 

The non-profit had received millions of 
euros and dozens of properties from private 
donors over more than two decades, accord-
ing to media. The charity’s founder, Father 
Antonios Papanikolaou, who has worked with 
children from underprivileged Greek and 
migrant families since 1998, has dismissed the 
claims. “It’s not possible. This cannot have 
happened. I never harmed a child,” he was 
quoted as saying by Star TV Wednesday. 

The head of the Orthodox Church of 
Greece, Archbishop Ieronymos, sought to 
distance the church from the priest, saying 
Papanikolaou was “solely responsible” for 
running the charity and that he “never con-
sented” to cooperate with church welfare 
officials. In 2018, the Ark of the World was 
among 50 individuals and organizations from 
26 EU countries to receive the annual 
European Citizen’s Prize, an award for initia-
tives that promote integration and tolerance. 
The Ark had also received numerous domes-
tic awards, including from the Athens 
Academy in 2008. —AFP 
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He said the main purpose of this service is to 

reduce traffic at national identity centers in gover-
norates, especially during the summer period. It also 
aims to ease matters for citizens, so they do not 
have to come to the centers twice to receive their 
passports. This service will be available for those 
who are 21 years and older. 

The source pointed out that after launching the 
electronic passport machines, the option to renew 
passports at the centers will continue to be avail-
able for citizens.

MoI to launch 
instant passport...
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tablets and smartphones have contributed to 

the increase in the number of children suffering 
from diabetes. 

KDA was established under the umbrella of the 
Kuwaiti Medical Association and includes more 
than 31,000 registered members to date. It works 
in cooperation with the International Diabetes 
Federation, an organization that includes more 
than 230 local diabetes organizations in more 
than 170 countries and territories. The associa-
tion raises awareness of diabetes and provides 
workshops for the medical and nonmedical com-
munity to share the latest developments related 
to diabetes. — KUNA

25.5% of Kuwait 
population has...
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For most, the fan zone on the cricket pitch is the 

nearest they will get to the World Cup. A few thou-
sand 40-riyal ($10) World Cup tickets were put on 
sale and quickly snapped up.  

Yaseen Gul, who has worked for a Doha electri-
cal firm for a decade, said he comes to the stadium 
“to enjoy myself - cheaply”. “My salary has 
improved and I will not go home,” he said. Shakeel 
Mahmoud said he could not afford to buy match 
tickets and he had to leave the Argentina game 
before the end because he had to go work. A cup of 
hot milky tea at the stadium beverage stand costs 
$1, but there were no queues. “There is no pressure 
to buy anything so I am grateful for that,” said 
Mahmoud.  —  AFP 

Qatar’s migrant 
workers enjoying...

DOHA: Qatar’s migrant workers watch the Argentina vs 
Mexico match at a stadium in the Asian Town shopping 
complex. — AFP 

CIANJUR, Indonesia: The death toll from an 
earthquake that hit Indonesia’s island of Java this 
week has risen to 321 as rescuers found more bod-
ies on Sunday, the national disaster mitigation 
agency said. The shallow 5.6-magnitude earthquake 
hit the West Java town of Cianjur on Monday, where 
most of the victims were killed as buildings col-
lapsed or  landslides were triggered. 

Disaster mitigation agency chief Suharyanto, 
who like many Indonesians uses only one name, told 
a news briefing Sunday that rescuers found three 
more bodies. Eight were found on Saturday. “With 

the discovery of these three (bodies), as of today, 
the death toll becomes 321 people,” said 
Suharyanto. Eleven people remain missing. 

Rescuers will resume their search on Monday, 
focusing on areas where the missing are believed to 
have been buried, said West Java search and rescue 
agency head Jumaril, who also uses one name. The 
quake damaged more than 62,000 houses and 
forced more than 73,000 people to evacuate to at 
least 325 shelters, Suharyanto said. 

Disaster agency spokesperson Abdul Muhari 
said authorities were set to discuss next week 
whether to extend an emergency response period 
beyond its initial 14 days. Indonesia experiences 
frequent seismic and volcanic activity due to its 
position on the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, where tecton-
ic plates collide. Monday’s tremor was the deadliest 
in the archipelago nation since a 2018 quake and 
resulting tsunami killed more than 4,000 people on 
the island of Sulawesi. — AFP 

Death toll from 
Indonesia quake 
rises to 321 

CIANJUR, Indonesia: Rescue workers carry a body retrieved from rubble at Cugenang village in West Java on 
Nov 26, 2022, following a 5.6-magnitude earthquake on November 21. — AFP 


