
SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said his
country aimed to have the world’s most powerful
nuclear force as he celebrated the launch of its newest
intercontinental ballistic missile at a ceremony with his
young daughter, state media reported Sunday. Kim also
handed promotions to more than 100 officials and sci-
entists for their work on the Hwasong-17 - dubbed the
“monster missile” by analysts and believed to be capa-
ble of reaching the US mainland - just days after
Pyongyang test-fired it in one of its most powerful
launches yet.

Hailing the new ICBM as “the world’s strongest
strategic weapon”, Kim said North Korean scientists
had made a “wonderful leap forward in the develop-
ment of the technology of mounting nuclear war-
heads on ballistic missiles”, the official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) reported. Building
the nuclear force to protect the dignity and sover-
eignty of the state and the people “is the greatest
and most important revolutionary cause, and its ulti-
mate goal is to possess the world’s most powerful
strategic force, the absolute force unprecedented in
the century”, Kim was quoted as saying in his order
promoting the officials.

The leading officials and scientists had demonstrat-
ed to the world Pyongyang’s “goal of building the
world’s strongest army”, he added. The launching vehi-
cle for the new Hwasong-17 ICBM was awarded the
title of “DPRK Hero”, a separate KCNA report said,
using the initials for the North’s official name. It “clearly
proved before the world that the DPRK is a full-
fledged nuclear power”, the report said, adding the
North “fully demonstrated its might as the most power-
ful ICBM state”.

Hong Min of the Korea Institute for National
Unification said the North’s trumpeting of the
Hwasong-17’s test-firing was aimed at elevating its sta-
tus as a nuclear power. “If the (launch of the) Hwasong-
15 in 2017 was focused on becoming a nation that can
threaten the US mainland with nukes, the latest missile
is focusing on becoming the most powerful ICBM
state,” he said. The UN Security Council has passed
nearly a dozen resolutions imposing sanctions on

North Korea over its nuclear and missile activity since
2006.

‘Limitless bolstering’ 
Attending a photo session on Saturday with officials

and scientists who had contributed to the successful
test-firing of the missile, Kim called for “limitless bol-
stering of the defence capabilities”, KCNA said in
another report. Kim exhorted the scientists and work-
ers to “expand and bolster up the nuclear war deterrent
of the country at an exceptionally rapid speed”. The
official Rodong Sinmun newspaper carried more than a
dozen pictures of Kim at the photo session with his
“beloved daughter”, who was revealed to the world for
the first time at last week’s ICBM launch. 

Until then, North Korean state media had not men-
tioned Kim’s children, and last week’s report was the

first official confirmation that he had a daughter,
experts said. The photos showed the girl - believed to
be Kim’s second child, named Ju Ae - dressed in a black
coat with a fur collar, linking arms with her father as
they posed in front of the gigantic missile surrounded
by uniformed soldiers.

Yang Moo-jin, a professor at the University of North
Korean Studies in Seoul, said the daughter’s presence
was meant to portray Hwasong-17 as “the protector of
the future generation”. “It looks like he will continue to
parade his daughter on various occasions and use her
as a means for propaganda,” he added. The November
18 ICBM test was the latest in a record-breaking blitz of
missile launches by Pyongyang, with officials and ana-
lysts in Seoul and Washington warning they could cul-
minate in a seventh nuclear test by North Korea, which
last tested an atomic device in 2017.— AFP 
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Kim Jong Un celebrates newest intercontinental ballistic missile

North Korea to have ‘world’s 
most powerful’ nuclear force

This undated picture released from North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on November 27, 2022 shows
North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (centre right) and his daughter (centre left) posing with soldiers who contributed to the test-
firing of the new intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), at an unknown location in North Korea. —  AFP 

TROYES: In this file photo taken on June 26, 1972, the prison vans transporting the defendants Claude Buffet and Roger
Bontems leave the courthouse of Troyes under the gaze of onlookers, to bring them back to prison of Troyes during
their trial. — AFP 

90 years on,
Ukrainians see
repeat of ‘genocide’
KYIV: Ninety years ago, millions perished in
Ukraine in a manmade famine under Joseph Stalin
that many in the country call genocide. For Ganna
Pertchuk, the current Russian invasion is a case of
history repeating itself. At the tall candle-shaped
Holodomor (Ukrainian for death by starvation)
memorial centre in central Kyiv, a dozen Orthodox
priests in black and silver robes gathered Saturday
for a religious ceremony for the victims of the
famine. The event was held outdoors despite sub-
zero temperatures. Before starting the ceremony,
Archbishop Filaret, 93, laid a wreath of red carna-
tions at the monument with a statue of an emaciated
girl clutching some stalks of wheat against her chest.
“We pray for those who perished in the famine,” he
said. “The Holodomor was not a result of a bad har-
vest but the targeted extermination of the Ukrainian
people,” he said. “What happened in the 1930s was
genocide and what is happening now is also geno-
cide,” said Pertchuk, a pensioner, who attended the
ceremony. “The parallels are very clear.”

Ukraine is known as the breadbasket of Europe
for its abundant wheat crops, a product of its rich,
black soil. But under Soviet rule it lost between four
and eight million citizens during the 1932-1933
famine. Some researchers put the figure even higher.
While some historians argue the famine was
planned and exacerbated by Stalin to quash an
independence movement, others suggest it was a
result of rapid Soviet industrialization and the col-
lectivisation of agriculture. Ukraine officially consid-
ers it a “genocide” along with a number of Western
countries, a label that Moscow vehemently rejects.

‘Victory of Good over Evil’ 
Pertchuk, like many Ukrainians has heard horror

stories from family members. Her mother-in-law,
remembered as a young girl hiding with her family
in a village near Kyiv so “that she wasn’t eaten up,”
Pertchuk said, speaking of a famine that fuelled rare
cases of cannibalism. “Imagine the horror,” said the
61-year-old former nurse, with tears in her eyes.

She said she was “praying for our victory which
will be a victory of Good over Evil”. “It was an arti-
ficial genocidal famine...,” priest Oleksandr
Shmurygin, 38, told AFP. “Now when we experience
this massive unprovoked war of Russia against
Ukraine, we see history repeating itself.” Among
those gathered to commemorate the victims of the
famine was lawyer Andryi Savchuk, who spoke of its
“irreparable” loss for Ukraine.—AFP

KOBANE: A picture shows a view of the ‘Free Woman’ square
in the Kurdish majority northern Syrian city of Kobane.— AFP 

GOMA: Kenyan soldiers sit on a vehicle in Goma, eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo.— AFP 

How one beheading 50 
years ago led France to 
end death penalty
PARIS: On a biting cold morning on November 28,
1972, a Frenchman was guillotined for a murder he did
not commit, in a case that so traumatized his lawyer he
would spend the rest of his life campaigning to end the
death penalty. Roger Bontems, 36, was beheaded for
being an accessory to the brutal murder of a nurse and
a guard during a break-out attempt at a prison in east-
ern France. Seven minutes after he was decapitated in
the courtyard of La Sante prison in Paris, his co-con-
spirator Claude Buffet-a 39-year-old man convicted of
a double murder that had sent shockwaves through
France-met a similar end.

Among the witnesses of the executions was Robert
Badinter, a crusading young lawyer who was haunted
by his failure to save the life of his client Bontems. In a
2002 interview, Badinter, who as justice minister
famously defied a hostile French public to abolish cap-
ital punishment in 1981, revealed that for a long time
after Bontems’s death, “on waking around dawn, I
would obsessively mull over why we had failed”. “They
had accepted that he had not killed anyone. Why then
did they sentence him to death?”

Knives made from spoons 
In September 1971, Buffet, a hardened criminal who

is serving a life sentence for murder at Clairvaux
prison, convinces fellow inmate Roger Bontems, who is
serving a 20-year term for assault and aggravated
theft, to join him in a high-stakes escape attempt. The
pair fake illness and are taken to the infirmary where,
armed with knives carved out of spoons, they take a
nurse and a guard hostage. They threaten to execute
their captives unless they are freed and given
weapons. This precipitates a standoff with the authori-
ties that keeps the French glued to their TV screens
until police storm the prison at dawn and find both
hostages dead, their throats slit.

Calls for heads to roll 
The grisly murder of the nurse, a mother of two, and

the prison warden, father of a one-year-old girl, sparks
an impassioned debate about the death penalty, which
has not been implemented since President Georges
Pompidou, a pragmatic Gaullist, came to power two

years earlier. Hundreds of people baying for the mens’
heads pack the streets outside the courthouse when
they go on trial in Aube in 1972. The nurse’s husband
and warden’s family are among those attending. Buffet,
who is portrayed in the media as a heartless monster,
admits to killing the guard and stabbing the nurse, and
defies the court to sentence him to death.

Bontems is found guilty of merely being an acces-
sory. But he is also given the death penalty, amid
intense pressure from prison wardens’ groups seeking
revenge for their colleague’s death. Badinter appeals to
the highest court in the land not to apply the law of “an
eye for an eye”, and then to Pompidou, who has par-
doned six other death-row prisoners. His pleas fall on
deaf ears in the face of a poll showing 63 percent of
the French favor capital punishment.

An activist is born 
On November 28, 1971, Bontems and Buffet are

beheaded in the courtyard of La Sante prison, under a
giant black canopy erected to prevent the media snap-
ping pictures from a helicopter. Badinter, whose Jewish
father died in a Nazi death camp, would later say the
case changed his stance on the death penalty “from an
intellectual conviction to an activist passion”.

“I swore to myself on leaving the courtyard of la
Sante prison that morning at dawn, that I would spend
the rest of my life combating the death penalty,”
Badinter told AFP in 2021. Five years later he helped
convince a jury not to execute a man who kidnapped
and murdered a seven-year-old boy, in a case that he
turned into a trial of the death penalty itself.

Badinter called in experts to describe in grisly
detail the workings of the guillotine, which had been
used to decapitate prisoners since the French
Revolution of 1789. In all, he saved six men from exe-
cution, eliciting death threats in the process. “We
entered the court by the front door and once the ver-
dict had been read and the accused’s head was safe,
we often had to leave by a hidden stairway,” the man
dubbed “the murderers’ lawyer” by his detractors,
recalled.

When he was appointed justice minister in
President Francois Mitterrand’s first Socialist govern-
ment in June 1981, he made ending the death penalty
an immediate priority. Its abolition was finally adopted
by parliament on September 30, 1981, after a landmark
address by Badinter to MPs. Decrying a “killer” justice
system, he said: “Tomorrow, thanks to you, there will
no longer be the stealthy executions at dawn, under a
black canopy, that shame us all.”— AFP 

Turkish threats leave 
Syria Kurds in fear 
for symbolic city
KOBANE: In the Syrian Kurdish city of Kobane,
gripped by fear of a Turkish offensive, Saleh Abdo
Khalil passes an open-air “museum” of buildings
reduced to rubble. “Daesh destroyed these buildings,”
the local baker said, using an acronym for Islamic State
(IS) group jihadists who previously terrorized this
region. That danger has passed, but now, he says:
“Turkey wants to destroy the rest of the city.”

Since Sunday, Turkey has carried out air strikes
against the semi-autonomous Kurdish zones in north
and northeastern Syria, and across the border in Iraq.
Those raids, which started in Kobane, have killed 58
Kurdish fighters and Syrian soldiers as well as a
Kurdish journalist, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said. Ankara has threatened a ground offensive
and made clear that Kobane, also known as Ayn al-
Arab, would be a primary objective.

US-supported Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), now
the Kurds’ de facto army in the area, led the battle that
dislodged IS fighters from the last scraps of their Syrian
territory in 2019. Years before, in 2015, Kurdish forces
drove the jihadists from Kobane, on the border with
Turkey, and the city became a symbol of their victory
against IS. To keep the memories of the combat alive,
Kurdish authorities erected a cordon around a group of
destroyed buildings, burnt-out vehicles and missile rem-
nants, dubbing the area the Kobane “museum”.

‘People don’t sleep at night’ 
While the football World Cup in Qatar has captured

some residents’ attention, tension can be read on their
faces. Most fled the combat with IS before slowly
returning and rebuilding. “We fought IS for the whole
world, and today the world closes its eyes and acts like
an ostrich while Turkey bombs,” said the baker Khalil,
42. One week after a bombing in Istanbul on
November 13 that killed six people and wounded 81,
Ankara said it launched air strikes from “70 planes and
drones” against Kurdish bases in Iraq and Syria, start-
ing with Kobane.

Turkey blamed the Istanbul bombing on the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) - designated a terror-
ist group by the European Union and the United
States-and said it was ordered from Kobane. The PKK
has waged an insurgency against the Turkish state
since 1984, and Turkey alleges that Syrian Kurdish
fighters are the group’s allies. Kurdish groups denied
any involvement in the Ankara blast. Turkey then hit
other areas including the SDF bastion of Hasakeh
province, in the northeast, and President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan vowed Tuesday that Turkey would “soon”
begin a ground operation.—AFP

Ceasefire holding in 
eastern DR Congo
GOMA: The frontlines between government troops
and M23 rebels remained calm in the east of the
Democratic Republic of Congo on Sunday for a sec-
ond day running, local residents told AFP, after a
ceasefire came into force. DRC President Felix
Tshisekedi attended a regional mini-summit in Luanda
on Wednesday, agreeing a deal on the cessation of
hostilities in DRC’s war-torn east from Friday evening.

M23 rebels, who have seized swaths of territory in
recent weeks, were to withdraw from “occupied
zones”, failing which the East African regional force
would intervene. Local people reported no sign of a
rebel pullout by midday Sunday. Clashes had contin-
ued right up to the ceasefire deadline north of the
provincial capital Goma, but on Sunday both sides
were holding their positions, locals told AFP by tele-
phone.

On Saturday, Mai Mai militia and the Democratic
Forces for the Liberation Rwanda (FDLR) fought with
M23 for control of a zone northeast of the provincial
capital Goma where the national army is not present.
As a result M23 took over the town of Kisharo, 30
kilometers from the Uganda border, residents said.
AFP was unable to independently confirm the
accounts from the locals. The March 23 group had
been dormant for years, but took up arms again late
last year accusing government of failing to honor a
disarmament deal.—AFP


