
Latin America
rocked by 
extreme poverty 
SANTIAGO: Extreme poverty is likely to affect 82
million people in Latin America in 2022, an increase
spurred by a slow pandemic recovery and high infla-
tion, the UN economic commission for the region
said. “It has not been possible to reverse the impacts
of the pandemic in terms of poverty and extreme
poverty,” said Jose Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, exec-
utive secretary of the UN Economic Commission for
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

The figure represents 13.1 percent of the region’s
population, an increase from 12.9 percent in 2021.
Overall, 12 million more people are facing extreme
poverty since 2019, before the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Salazar-Xirinachs pointed to a “cascade of exter-
nal shocks,” namely a slowdown in economic
growth, the weak recovery of the jobs market, and
rising inflation. The Santiago-based UN body said
the extreme poverty figures were a “setback of a
quarter of a century” for the region.

In October, the agency predicted higher-than-

expected growth of 3.2 percent in the region.
However, this is expected to halve in 2023 with a
projected growth of 1.2 percent. The UN body also
highlighted the severe consequences the pandemic
had on education in Latin America and the

Caribbean, with an average of 70 weeks of school
closures compared to 41 weeks elsewhere in the
world. The number of youths aged 18-24 who are
not studying or working rose from 22.3 percent in
2019 to 28.7 percent in 2020. —AFP
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SALAHEDDINE: Photo shows a road leading to the village of Messahag in northern Iraq’s Salaheddine province, one of the villages that will be submerged in water if the Iraqi government completes the project of build-
ing the Makhoul dam. —AFP photos
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A dam threatens to swallow 
farmland in drought-hit Iraq 

Al-MESSAHAG: Jamil Al-Juburi, 53, has never left his
village in northern Iraq, where his family has worked
the land for generations-but a dam will soon swallow
his home, forcing them out. Tens of thousands of Iraqis
are threatened by the Makhoul dam, which the gov-
ernment hopes will be operational on the mighty Tigris
in five years. “I was born here and I grew up here,”
said Juburi, whose village of Al-Messahag is set in
pasture land on the banks of the river.

“It’s difficult to leave for somewhere else. It is a
whole past that we leave behind us.” Once the dam is
erected, Juburi’s whole region will be under three bil-
lion cubic metres (105 billion cubic feet) of water. In a
country highly vulnerable to climate change-and buf-

feted by three consecutive years of drought-authori-
ties have defended the project, which will boost water
stores and help prevent shortages.

However, activists decry the impact on more than
30 villages-home to about 118,000 people-and the
threats to biodiversity and archaeological sites.
Employed at a state-run oil refinery, Juburi leaves his
sons to work the family land, where they plant wheat

and citrus trees. He would agree to move, he said, to
put “the national interest above personal interest”-on
condition that the dam “will serve Iraq” as a whole.
Juburi also demanded “adequate damages” in order
to safeguard his and his family’s future.

‘Severe threat’ 
Iraq already has eight dams, but it complains that

construction of the facilities upstream, mainly in
neighboring Turkey, has impacted its river volumes.
Plans for the Makhoul facility can be traced back to
2001, in the twilight of dictator Saddam Hussein’s rule.
His downfall in a US-led invasion and chaotic subse-
quent occupation saw the project shelved for years.

Work finally got underway in 2021, with drilling, soil
analysis and a bridge spanning the river.

Riad al-Samarai, deputy governor of Salaheddin
province, lists a 250 MW hydroelectric power plant
and an “irrigation canal that will serve agricultural
areas and contribute to the nation’s food security” as
among the project’s benefits. “The public interest
requires the construction of this dam to guarantee

water reserves for Iraq,” he said. Five villages are
located on the site of the future reservoir, he added,
and “a commission has been formed by the provinces
and relevant ministries to ensure adequate damages
for residents” and to relocate them. But civil society is
up in arms, not only about the human impact.

There are also repercussions for flora and fauna,
warn environmental groups Save the Tigris and
Humat Dijlah, who say the ancient city of Ashur-a
UNESCO world heritage site-is also at risk. In
August, the International Organization for Migration
noted that “there has been no official attempt to
speak or engage” with local communities.
“Respondents who are farmworkers and landowners
saw Makhoul Dam as a severe threat to their liveli-
hoods,” IOM said in a report, sharing the findings of a
study by Iraqi organisation Liwan for Culture and
Development.

Lack of trust
“Nobody has come to see us. Nobody has asked

us anything,” said Jamil’s father, Ibrahim al-Juburi,
who is in his 80s. “My ancestors, my father, then I, all
stayed in this region,” the farmer said, his body
hunched. Liwan researcher Mehiyar Kathem said the
real problem was the “reduction of water that is com-
ing in” from upstream beyond Iraq’s borders.

“Iraq doesn’t need a new dam,” he added. Instead,
“the Tigris needs to keep flowing” because of the
increase in salinity. Kathem also pointed to the impact
on vulnerable women-led households. “There is a
higher number of women in the area who rely on the
agriculture and on the land. We don’t know what is
going to happen to female-headed households.” The
study found that 39 villages-each home to between
200 and 8,000 residents-risk being submerged.

According to Liwan, 67 square kilometers of “fer-
tile farmland, estates and orchards” will also disap-
pear if the Makhoul dam reaches full capacity, and
more than 61,000 livestock will have to be “sold or
relocated”. “The dam can disrupt the everyday life of
some 118,412 individuals,” said Liwan, noting an
“absence of trust with decision-makers” among the
local communities. Residents “commonly stated that
any expression of discontent with Makhoul dam
would fall on deaf ears, and their voices would be
ignored”, it added. — AFP 

Tens of thousands of Iraqis threatened by Makhoul dam

SALAHEDDINE: Construction vehicles operate on the site of Makhoul dam project on the Tigris river, near
the village of Messahag in northern Iraq’s Salaheddine province.

SANTIAGO: Truck drivers partially block the route 5 north, at the entrance to Santiago during a protest
against the increase in fuel price. —AFP 

Bank manager 
fired for serving 
unveiled woman
TEHRAN: An Iranian bank manager who
served an unveiled woman has been fired, local
media reported on Sunday, as demonstrations
triggered by the mandatory head covering rule
shake the Islamic republic. Women in the
country of more than 80 million people are
required to cover their heads, necks and hair, a
law enforced by the country’s morality police.

The September 16 death in morality police
custody of Mahsa Amini, 22, for allegedly
breaching the dress code rules, sparked
nationwide demonstrations which authorities
call “riots”. Mehr news agency reported that
the bank manager in Qom province, near the
capital Tehran, “had provided bank services on
Thursday to an unveiled woman”.

As a result he was “removed from his posi-
tion by order of the governor,” Mehr quoted
deputy governor Ahmad Hajizadeh as saying.
Mehr said video of the unveiled woman “elicit-
ed a lot of reaction on social media”. In Iran
most banks are state-controlled and Hajizadeh
said it is the responsibility of managers in such
institutions to implement the hijab law. Dozens
of people, mainly protesters but also members
of the security forces, have been killed during
the demonstrations, which Iran says are
encouraged by its Western “enemies”.

The hijab became mandatory four years
after the 1979 revolution that overthrew the
US-backed monarchy and established the
Islamic Republic. Later, with changing clothing
norms, it became commonplace to see women
in tight jeans and loose, colorful headscarves.
But in July this year ultra-conservative
President Ebrahim Raisi called for mobilization
of “all state institutions to enforce the head-
scarf law”. Many women continued to bend the
rules, however. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: A picture of Mahsa Zhina Amini
is seen in a traffic light pole while Californian
Kurds hold a demonstration and candlelight
vigil to honor the memory of her in front of the
Federal Building in Los Angeles, California.
Amini died after being arrested in Tehran by the
Islamic Republic’s morality police on
September 16th. —AFP 


