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HAVANA: China has donated $100 million to Cuba 
to help it survive a crippling economic crisis exac-
erbated by the coronavirus pandemic, the island 
nation’s Deputy Prime Minister Alejandro Gil said 
Saturday. The donation came as Cuban President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel concluded a visit to China, part 
of a rare foreign trip. Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and Diaz-Canel met on Friday and “the offer arose 
of a donation of around $100 million by China,” Gil 
told Cuban state television. Gil, who is also Cuba’s 
economy minister, said the money would go toward 
“priorities” on the island, which has been rocked by 
its worst economic crisis in three decades. Diaz-
Canel concluded his visit to China later Friday and 
continued on a global tour designed to gain support 
for Cuba in renovating an electrical system that has 
failed repeatedly, causing frequent blackouts. Gil 
said leaders of the two countries also discussed “the 
subject of the debt” that Cuba has accrued with 
China but did not specify the size of the debt. 

“Our president explained the situation that we 
confront, and there was understanding from China. 
We are seeking mutually acceptable formulas for the 
planning and restructuring of the debts,” Gil said. 
China is Cuba’s second biggest trade partner after 
Venezuela. Both nations are strong political allies of 
Cuba. Earlier on his trip, Diaz-Canel visited Algeria, 
where President Abdelmadjid Tebboune promised to 
ship fuel to Cuba, donate a photovoltaic power plant 
and cancel interest on debts, Gil said. Diaz-Canel’s 
trip was also to include stops in Turkey and Russia. 

Unity against US  
Meanwhile, Russian leader Vladimir Putin and 

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel have present-
ed a united front against their common “enemy” 
Washington as they slammed Western sanctions. 
The two also unveiled a bronze monument to Fidel 
Castro in the capital Moscow, with Putin praising 
the Cuban revolutionary as a “bright” man. The 
Kremlin chief, who has been seeking to pivot 
Russia from the West after he sent troops to 
Ukraine in February, praised Moscow’s decades-
old friendship with Cuba and said the two coun-
tries needed to ramp up cooperation further. 

“We have always opposed various kinds of 
restrictions, embargoes, blockades, and so on,” 
Putin told the Cuban leader at the Kremlin, wel-
coming that Havana backed Moscow on the inter-
national arena in return. Diaz-Canel said for his 
part that the visit to Moscow had a “profound” 
meaning. “First of all it is taking place as both 
countries - Russia and Cuba - are subject to unfair 
and arbitrary sanctions that continue, and they 
have a common enemy, the Yankee empire that 
manipulates a large part of the world,” he said in 
the Kremlin. 

Diaz-Canel backed Russia in its confrontation 
with the West, saying Moscow should stand firm. 
Russia’s influence in Cuba waned with the break-
up of the Soviet Union in 1991 but it has been 
making a comeback. Cuba has been under US 
sanctions for more than six decades, while Russia 

has been slapped with unprecedented Western 
sanctions after Putin launched an offensive on 
Ukraine on February 24. Diaz-Canel hopes the 

visit to Russia will help boost his country’s strug-
gling energy sector in the midst of prolonged 
blackouts and fuel shortages. —AFP

China pledges $100 million to  
Cuba, discusses new debt terms

Putin, Cuba leader showcase unity against US

 

Dutch court backs  
squatters in Russia  
tycoon’s mansion 

 
AMSTERDAM: The elegant house over-
looking Amsterdam’s iconic Vondelpark 
would fit  in nicely with its neighboring 
dwellings, were it not for the huge anti-war 
banners draped down the outside. Since last 
month a group of squatters have occupied the 
luxurious five-storey building belonging to 
Arkady Volozh, the sanctioned co-founder of 
Russian search engine giant Yandex. 

A court has now authorized the squatters 
to stay, after they argued that the house was 
currently empty and that he planned to rent 
or sell it in breach of EU sanctions, instead of 
living there himself. “Without the sanctions, 
the squatters would certainly have lost,” one 
of their lawyers, Heleen over de Linden, told 
AFP. “So, this is a very special case, yes.” The 
squatters have made their message very clear 
to the rest of the world with three banners. 
The first referred to the close relationship 
between Yandex and FSB, Russia’s security 
service. Two others read “Against war”, fol-
lowed by “and capitalism”. 

AFP was denied access to the property 
Thursday by a young woman who opened the 
door to a visitor who had given a password, 
which referred to a statement published 
Wednesday on the website “Anarchist 
Federation”. “WE HAVE WON”, the squatters 
said in capital letters in the statement, hailing a 
victory “for the whole movement of squatters 
and for all those who like to watch the (Russian) 
billionaires have their property confiscated”. 

 
‘Enjoy the beautiful city’  

On a piece of paper hung near the 
entrance shortly after their arrival, the squat-
ters introduce themselves as a group of 
young people affected by a shortage of hous-
ing in the Netherlands-and invite neighbors 
for a drink. The note explains why they occu-
pied the house belonging to 58-year-old 
Volozh, who resigned from the board of the 
Netherlands-registered Yandex in June to 
avoid the firm also being hit by sanctions. 

Yandex is registered in the Netherlands 
and has European, UK and US subsidiaries, 
but the bulk of its business is in Russia and 
other Russian-speaking countries. The EU 
said Volozh was “supporting, materially or 
financially” the Russian government in its war 
on Ukraine. The squatters said that as Volozh 
is under sanctions, including an asset freeze 
and an EU travel ban, the house would have 
remained empty. 

Squatting has been a crime under Dutch 
law since 2010, but “respect for one’s home 
is a human right... that can stand in the way 
of eviction”, explained Juanita van Lunen, 
who also defended the squatters. And in the 
event of an eviction request, when an unjus-
tified vacancy threatens, the interests of the 
residents are decisive, she told AFP. But 
lawyers for Paraseven, a company registered 
in the British Virgin Islands which officially 
owns the premises, took the squatters to 
court in late October, demanding they be 
evicted from premises they were illegally 
occupying. 

The lawyers said the house on 
Vossiusstraat, a street close to Amsterdam’s 
top museums, was to be available to be lived 
in by Volozh or his family, including his wife, 
his six children and two grandchildren. The 
EU sanctions allow people under sanctions to 
use their property for personal use-even if 
Volozh himself is subject to an asset freeze 
and travel ban. “Occasionally they will stay 
there to enjoy the beautiful city of 
Amsterdam,” the lawyer said in court. —AFP 

JIBACOA: Coffee farmer Jesus Chaviano verifies the quality of coffee grains at his coffee plantation in Jibacoa, Villa 
Clara province, Cuba. Cuba launched an official strategy to value the depressed coffee sector by cultivating particular 
varieties of high quality and excellent grain yield, which would allow it to enter a select market for this product. —AFP

Faroe Islands renew 
fishing quota deal  
with Russia 

 
COPENHAGEN: Denmark’s autonomous Faroe 
Islands have renewed a fishing quota deal with 
Russia for one year despite Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine, a local minister said on Saturday. “The 
Faroe Islands are totally right to extend their exist-
ing fishing agreement with Russia,” the North 
Atlantic archipelago’s minister of fisheries Arni 
Skaale told the Jyllands-Posten daily. He added 
however that the islands, which are not part of the 
European Union, condemned “all form of war - also 
the war in Ukraine” after Russian forces invaded in 
February. 

The agreement has been in place since 1977 and is 
renewable each year. It lays out catch quotas for cod, 
haddock, whiting and herring in the Barents Sea north 
of Russia for Faroese fishermen, and in waters off the 
coast of the Faroe Islands for Russian fishing boats. 
The autonomous territory is highly dependent on 
fishing for its income, and the fisheries ministry says 
the deal with Russia covers 5 percent of its GDP. 

Russia has become a key commercial partner of 
the Faroe Islands since they and neighboring Iceland 
fel l  out with the European Union - including 
Denmark - between 2010 and 2014 over mackerel 
and herring quotas. An EU embargo on Faroese fish 
harmed the economy of the territory, which then 
turned to other markets. “Today we only have free 

trade agreements with six countries - and not with 
the European Union,” said Skaale. “If we cut our-
selves off from one of these markets, it could be 
problematic for the whole of the next generation.”  

Authorities on the archipelago have however said 
they would think about alternatives to the deal with 

Russia after local parliamentary polls on December 
8. Last month, neighboring Norway - a NATO mem-
ber - and Russia also agreed on catch quotas in the 
Barents Sea for next year. Home to some 54,000 
inhabitants, the Faroe Islands have been largely 
autonomous from Denmark since 1948. —AFP

Venezuela’s  
breakthrough spurs  
US to ease embargo 

 
MEXICO CITY: The government of Nicolas Maduro 
and the Venezuelan opposition broke a political stale-
mate Saturday with a broad social accord, and the US 
government responded by allowing a major US oil com-
pany to resume operations in Venezuela. The accord 
heralded a potential easing of a grinding economic and 
political crisis in Venezuela. 

It paves the way for the United Nations to oversee a 
trust fund of frozen assets of the Maduro government to 
be used for a variety of social projects in the South 
American country, including programs related to educa-
tion, health, food security, flood response and electricity. 
“We have identified a set of resources belonging to the 
Venezuelan state, frozen in the global financial system, to 
which it is possible to access,” said Dag Nylander, an 
envoy from Norway, which facilitated the negotiations. 
The amount to be released was not specified. 

The agreement, signed in Mexico, ended 15 months 
of stalemate between the two sides, potentially easing a 
massive flow of refugees from Venezuela throughout the 
region and even impacting world oil markets. Maduro 
praised the deal on Twitter, saying it “opens the way for 
a new chapter for Venezuela, to keep advancing towards 
the peace and well-being that all Venezuelans yearn for.” 

And UN deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said in a 
statement that Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was 
committed to supporting the parties, calling the break-
through “an important milestone that has the potential to 
deliver broader benefits for the people of Venezuela.” 
The US Treasury Department said the accord marks 
“important steps in the right direction to restore democ-
racy” in Venezuela, and responded by issuing a license 
to Chevron Corp. to resume limited oil extraction opera-
tions in Venezuela. 

 
World’s largest oil reserves  

The license will remain in effect for six months while 
the Biden administration assesses whether the Maduro 
government meets commitments made in the accord, 
Treasury said. Chevron said it would “continue support-
ing social investment programs aimed at providing 
humanitarian relief” in the country and that the “decision 
brings added transparency to the Venezuelan oil sector.” 
The relaxation of curbs on Chevron’s operations in 
Venezuela, which has the world’s largest oil reserves, 
would allow the nation to move toward re-entering global 

oil markets. International efforts to resolve the 
Venezuelan crisis have gained strength since Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and the pressure it has placed on 
global energy supplies. A joint statement by Canada, the 
United States, Britain and the EU pledged “willingness to 
review sanctions” on Venezuela but demanded that it 
release political prisoners, respect press freedom and 
guarantee independence of the judiciary and electoral 
bodies. The powerful Democratic chairman of the US 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Robert Menendez, 
said the Biden administration should move slowly. 

 
‘Criminal dictatorship’  

“If Maduro again tries to use these negotiations to 
buy time to further consolidate his criminal dictatorship, 
the United States... must snap back the full force of our 
sanctions that brought his regime to the negotiating 
table in the first place,” Menendez said in a statement. 
Despite its huge oil reserves, Venezuela suffers grinding 
poverty and a political crisis that has led a UN-estimat-
ed seven million Venezuelans to flee the country in 

recent years. Food, medicine and such basics as soap 
and toilet paper are often in short supply. 

Saturday’s accord made no headway on a critical issue: 
How to move ahead toward presidential elections sched-
uled for 2024. Venezuela’s political crisis has worsened 
since Maduro declared himself victor of contested 2018 
elections, which were widely seen as fraudulent, and gen-
erated widespread street protests. Maduro’s opposition is 
seeking free and fair presidential elections while Caracas 
wants the international community to recognize Maduro 
as the rightful president and to lift sanctions, particularly a 
US oil embargo and freeze on the nation’s overseas assets. 

After the contested 2018 elections, almost 60 coun-
tries, including the United States, recognized opposition 
leader Juan Guaido as acting president. The Unitary 
Platform opposition group has not reached consensus 
over the conditions it requires to take part in the vote, a 
source close to the negotiations told AFP. Guaido’s influ-
ence has waned in recent years, and he has lost key 
allies both at home and in the region, where many coun-
tries have since elected leftist presidents. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: In this file photo, Los Angeles City Hall stands on the horizon as gasoline fuel prices are displayed at a 
Chevron gas station. The US eased oil-related sanctions against Venezuela on November 26, 2022, as President Nicolas 
Maduro’s government and the opposition announced a humanitarian agreement on education, health and other social 
issues.  —AFP

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) listens to Yandex CEO Arkady Volozh while standing by a prototype of a 
self-driving car by Yandex at the company’s headquarters in Moscow in this file photo. —AFP


