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LOS ANGELES: LeBron James scored a season-high
39 points to lead six Los Angeles players in double fig-
ures Saturday as the Lakers beat the San Antonio Spurs
for the second time in two days on Saturday, 143-138.
James, who scored 21 points but showed some rust in his
return from a groin injury in Friday’s win in San Antonio,
effortlessly picked up the slack with star teammate
Anthony Davis sidelined with a calf injury on the second
night of the NBA back-to-back. James, who pulled down
11 rebounds, was a perfect 10-for-10 from the free-throw
line and drained seven of the Lakers’ 17 three-pointers.

James, who was struggling from three-point range
before injury sidelined him for five games, said he never
doubted the shots would start to fall. He was just as
pleased with the overall team effort. The chemistry was
on display late in the second quarter when James came
up with a steal and lobbed a pass to Russell Westbrook in
the corner only for Westbrook to toss up the ball for the
onrushing James to slam home.

“I feel like we’re getting better and better,” James said
of a Lakers team that has struggled in the early going this
season. “Early in the season we’d have lost a game like
this,” he said. “I feel like we’re definitely buying in to the
extra pass. Guys are trusting their shots and not thinking
about it - (we’re) shooting from the perimeter with confi-
dence and we’re also still attacking the rim.” Dennis
Schroder added 21 points and Lonnie Walker added 19.
Westbrook added 11 points with seven rebounds and six
assists in what proved a bruising encounter.

Westbrook was incensed when he took an elbow to
the face from Zach Collins under the basket with two
minutes left in the third quarter. Westbrook jumped up,
bleeding profusely, and charged toward Collins before
James got his arms around Westbrook and, as they head-

ed toward the bench, a held a towel to his forehead.
Collins was ejected for a flagrant foul and Westbrook -
who went briefly to the locker room but returned to the
game after it was determined he didn’t need stitches -
was assessed a technical foul. At 7-11, the Lakers are
third from bottom in the Western Conference.

Suns hold off Jazz
West leaders Phoenix improved to 13-6 with a 113-

112 home victory over the Utah Jazz. Deandre Ayton led
the Suns with 29 points and 29 rebounds. Devin Booker
connected on just eight of 27 shots on the way to 26
points for the Suns, who were without star point guard
Chris Paul for a ninth straight game as he continues to
battle a right heel injury. Utah held a three-point lead
going into the fourth quarter, but Phoenix forged a 99-
93 lead with 6:23 to play and would not trail again. The
Jazz got within one point half a dozen times from there,
but could get no closer. In Toronto, the short-handed
Raptors shook off a sluggish start to beat NBA scoring
leader Luka Doncic and the Dallas Mavericks 105-100.
OG Anunoby scored 12 of his 26 points in the fourth
quarter as the Raptors emerged with the win in a battle
that came down to the wire. Anunoby also put in a solid
defensive effort on Doncic, who scored 24 points and
nine assists but matched his season low with just 15 shot
attempts. “He’s an amazing player,” Doncic said of
Anunoby. “I would say on both ends. I think He is the
steals leader in the NBA, but offensively he got so much
better. I’m impressed with his game he’s an amazing
player.” Fred VanVleet, back after missing one game
because of illness, also scored 26 points for the Raptors,
who were without Pascal Siakam, Scottie Barnes,
Precious Achiuwa and Otto Porter Jr.— AFP 

Lakers overpower Spurs 
again as Suns edge Jazz

SAN ANTONIO: LeBron James #6 of the Los Angeles Lakers tries to steal the ball against the San Antonio Spurs in the first
half at AT&T Center on November 26, 2022.- AFP 

LeBron James scores a season-high 39 points

Kuwait Riding Club’s 
Al-Kharafi shines
KUWAIT: Kuwait Riding Club’s Ali Jasem Al-
Kharafi won the third round of the second edition
of Kuwait Equestrian Federation League following
a strong competition with other riders during the
championship that was held on Friday and
Saturday at the Hunting and Equestrian Club
tracks in Sabhan. Al-Kharafi was able to jump over
the 140 cm high hurdles without a fault. The main
run had strong competition between five riders. Al-
Kharafi was able to complete the round in 37.74
seconds - beating Abdelrahman Al-Fuzaie, Nick
Chaning and Abdallah Al-Awadhi. In the 130 cm,
Abdallah Al-Awadhi won the first place - beating
Fawaz Al-Subaie and Antonio Morozo. Kuwait’s
international referee Nabila Al-Ali handed the win-
ners their prizes.

Kuwait’s Al-Duaij 
wins gold medal
KUWAIT: Kuwait Triathlon team had outstanding
results during their participation in the World
Championship that was concluded recently in Abu
Dhabi. Abdelaziz Al-Duaij won the gold medal in the
20-24-year Category. Najlaa Al-Juraiwi won the sil-
ver medal of the 30-34 Category, while Huda Al-
Saleh was able to win the 20-24 bronze medal.
Abdelaziz Al-Duaij also won the Charity Race that
was held on the sidelines of the championship. Kuwait
delegation was headed by the Triathlon Club and
Federation President Rashid Al-Kandari and included
14 players and 4 officials. Al-Kandari congratulated
the athletes. 

Boonma wins 2nd
Asian Tour title 
in Bangladesh
DHAKA: Thailand’s Danthai Boonma won his second
Asian Tour title when he triumphed at the
US$400,000 Bangabandhu Cup Golf Bangladesh
Open in Dhaka on Sunday. Boonma carded a three-
under-par 68 in the final round at Kurmitola Golf Club
to finish 13 under par on 271, one shot fewer than his
playing partner and compatriot Kosuke Hamamoto.
Hamamoto, the overnight leader, was searching for his

maiden Asian Tour title but slipped back when he
could only manage a 70 on the final day.

Third-placed Rattanon Wannasrichan, two shots
further back, ensured a clean sweep of the top three
positions for Thailand. Local favorite and two-time
Asian Tour winner Siddikur Rahman closed with a 70
to finish in a group of four players tied for fourth. “I’m
so excited about my second win on the Asian Tour,”
said an ecstatic Danthai, whose maiden Asian Tour win
came at the World Classic Championship at Laguna
National in Singapore in 2015.

Danthai, who bagged prize money of $72,000,
started the day one shot behind Hamamoto but a run
of three consecutive birdies going into the turn gave
him a lead he never relinquished. “Yeah, nothing to say
but I can’t believe it, because it’s been tough in the

past two years, I didn’t really play very good you
know,” he said. Hamamoto, the SEA Games individual
gold medal winner in 2017, was satisfied regardless of
the results.

“I definitely felt the nerves out there, but I am very
happy with how my game is trending. I just need to
stay patient and do the same thing and I think my
time is coming soon. I am really proud of how I han-
dled myself .” Defending champion Sadom
Kaewkanjana from Thailand finished joint 42nd. The
tournament has been part of the Asian tour since
2015 but was not held in the past two years because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Asian Tour heads to
its season-ending event next week, the US$1.5 million
BNI Indonesian Masters at Royale Jakarta Golf Club,
from December 1-4.— AFP 

Kuwait’s gymnastics 
team win 10 medals 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait rhythmic gymnastics team won
ten different medals in the Baku and UAE Youth World
Championships, which are being held simultaneously in
Azerbaijan and the UAE. Kuwait Gymnastics
Federation said in a statement Sunday that the Kuwaiti
national team won six medals in the Baku
Championship, which was held in Azerbaijan, with the
participation of roughly 500 players, including Sarah
Al-Bannai and Raya Al-Qassar. 

Al-Bannai won four medals including three gold in
the freestyle and two other competitions, in addition to
a silver in the hoop competition, whereas her team-
mate Al-Qassar won two bronze in the freestyle and
another competition, it added. The gymnasts won four
medals in the UAE Championship, which is being held
in Dubai with the participation of 300 players, through
Amina Al-Kandari and Talia Behbehani, as the first one
snatched three medals, with gold for a competition, sil-
ver for another and bronze for ball performance com-
petition, while the second player won a silver medal, it
mentioned. 

The federation commended the achievements of the
champions, explaining that the competition in the two
tournaments, especially the Baku one, was very strong
considering the participation of advanced European
countries, and the UAE championship witnessed the
participation of several Arab teams. — KUNA

Malinin ‘in shock’ at 
quad-axel powered 
Espoo gold
ESPOO: American teenager Ilia Malinin said he was
“still in shock” after conjuring up his fiendishly difficult
quadruple axel to take gold in the ISU Grand Prix of
Figure Skating in Espoo on Saturday. The reigning
world junior champion’s reward was a ticket to the
Grand Prix Final in Turin next month where he will be
joined by Japan’s Mai Mihara who won women’s gold.
Malinin was lying second to Frenchman Kevin Aymoz,
the surprise leader after the men’s short progam on
Friday with Japan’s Shun Sato in third. But wooing the
crowd and judges with his gravity-defying free skate
program he earned a score of 192.82 points for a
278.39 point winning total.

“I’m still in shock at how I was able to perform,” the
teenage sensation said. “I was a little mad after yester-
day’s performance. I was really hoping that today I
would forget about it and gain my confidence again,
just to make sure that I am able to be in control of
everything.” The son of Russian-born Uzbekistani
skater Tatiana Malinina, the 1999 Grand Prix Final and
Four Continents champion, turned up in Finland after
landing only the second quadruple axel ever per-

formed in competition last month to become Skate
America’s youngest-ever men’s champion.

Malinin performed the first ever quad axel in a low-
er level event in September. Regarded as the most dif-
ficult jump in figure skating, double Olympic champion
Yuzuru Hanyu attempted one unsuccessfully at the
Beijing Olympics this year. Skating to the soundtrack
of ‘Euphoria’ by Labrinth on Saturday Malinin had a
hand down on the ice on his unique jump before hitting
his first competitive quad flip.

‘Put it out there’
Whilst not the most fluent in places the technical

complexity of his programme earned its deserved
reward. “I definitely put it out there,” said the new kid
on the figure skating block who will attempt to become
the youngest winner of the Grand Prix Final after
Yevgeny Plushenko. Taking second on Saturday was
Japan’s Sato (262.21) with Aymoz (255.69) in third. 

Aymoz was always up against it as his return from a
number of injuries has delayed his attempt at quad
jumps. Earlier Mihara, skating to Manuel De Falla’s ‘El
Amor Brujo’, shook off some hesitant jumps to pro-
duce an overall solid skate and take first place in the
women’s free program with 130.56 points. The 23-
year-old from Kobe’s total of 204.14 gave her a second
success of the season after the MK John Wilson
Trophy in England two weeks ago.

Like Malinen she set herself up among the favorites
for the Grand Prix final in Turin next month. World sil-
ver medalist Hendrickx led after Friday’s short program
but looked out of sorts skating to Karl Hugo’s ‘Heaven’
and ‘Fallen Angel’. A popped Axel and a tumble on a
triple Lutz, put the 23-year-old Belgian third on the
day and second overall with 203.91 points, just 0.23
behind Mihara. Hendrickx, winner of the Grand Prix in
France, joins Mihara in the elite season-ending Grand
Prix Final in Turin from December 8-9.

Mana Kawabe finished third overall ahead of com-
patriot and former Grand Prix winner Rika Kihira who
is making her way back from injury. In pairs, Italy’s
Rebecca Ghilardi and Filippo Ambrosini led all the way
to take gold after their free skate to “The Barber of
Seville” to finish ahead of Germany’s Alisa Efimova and
Ruben Blommaert. The Italians scored 189.74 points to
the German’s 170.75, to take the first ISU Grand Prix
medal, and qualify for the Final in their home country.
The sixth and final round of the Grand Prix series con-
cluded with Canada’s Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier win-
ning ice dance gold.— AFP 

England cricketers in 
Pakistan for first Test 
series in 17 years
ISLAMABAD: England’s cricket team arrived in
Pakistan early Sunday to play three Tests for the first
time in the country since 2005. England played a suc-
cessful Twenty20 series two months ago in Pakistan but
have declined to play a Test match there for 17 years
because of the precarious security situation. They were
due to visit Pakistan last year but pulled out after New
Zealand abandoned their tour minutes before the first
one-day international, citing security alerts. There were
fears of a similar pull out earlier this month following an
attack on former prime minister Imran Khan during a
protest march in Wazirabad, a city in Punjab province.
But England’s Test skipper Ben Stokes quashed all fears
following a positive security advice.

“It’s been a long time since England have played Test
cricket in Pakistan,” Stokes said in Abu Dhabi on Friday.
“With what happened with Imran Khan recently, there
was a little bit of concern, but we have Reg Dickason,
who has been the security man for many years with
England, and we left it in his capable hands.” “In terms
of the tour itself, I’m really looking forward to it,” Stokes
added. “I’ve never been there, and I’m quite interested
to see what the security lark is like. I’ve heard it’s pretty
intense.” The squad and support staff were whisked to
the team hotel under heavy security which Pakistan has
been putting in place since the revival of international
cricket in the country since 2015. Pakistan were forced
to play their home matches on the neutral venues of the
United Arab Emirates following attacks on the Sri
Lankan team in 2009. But Pakistan have hosted multiple
teams in the last seven years, the most notable being
Australia earlier this year.

The three-match series-part of the World Test
championship-starts in Rawalpindi from December 1
with the second Test in Multan (December 9-13) and
the third in Karachi (December 17-21). Pakistan, cur-
rently fifth in the nine team championship to England’s
seventh, will hope for a series win in order to finish in
the top two to play the 2023 final. Pakistan, led by star
batter Babar Azam, will be without key fast bowler
Shaheen Shah Afridi who is nursing a knee injury and
experienced leg-spinner Yasir Shah, not selected due to
poor form.

England fast bowler Mark Wood is in doubt for the
first Test with a hip injury while experienced James
Anderson, the only survivor of the 2005 tour but did not
figure in the 2-0 series defeat, will lead the attack. -
England squad: Ben Stokes (capt), James Anderson,
Harry Brook, Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, Ben Foakes,
Will Jacks, Keaton Jennings, Jack Leach, Liam
Livingstone, Jamie Overton, Ollie Pope, Ollie Robinson,
Joe Root, Mark Wood, Rehan Ahmed.— AFP 

ESPOO: US’ Ilia Malinin performs to win during the men’s
free program of the ISU figure skating Grand Prix in Espoo,
Finland, on November 26, 2022. —  AFP 


