
TWICKENHAM: World champions South Africa
ended 2022 on a high with a convincing 27-13 win
over England at Twickenham on Saturday. The
Springboks outscored England two tries to one,
wing Kurt-Lee Arendse and veteran lock Eben
Etzebeth both crossing, with fly-half Damian
Willemse landing two drop-goals. South Africa
held out despite playing the last 20 minutes a man
down after Thomas du Toit was sent off for a high
tackle on Luke Cowan-Dickie. It was a deserved
win with the Springboks, just as they had done in
overwhelming England 32-12 in the 2019 World
Cup final, dominant at the scrum and more creative
in attack.

England, who had come from 19 points down late
on to snatch a stunning 25-25 with New Zealand
last week, then cut South Africa’s lead to 14 points
nine minutes from time when replacement back
Henry Slade went over for a converted try. But the
Springboks held firm for their second victory in four
Autumn Nations Series matches as they ended the
calendar year with nine wins from 14 Tests ahead of
their 2023 global title defense in France.

‘Big relief’
“It is a big relief for us,” South Africa captain

Siya Kolisi told Amazon Prime as he paid tribute to
a “tough” England. “It is not that much of a differ-
ence but we are just seeing opportunities which
we didn’t in the past.” By contrast, the result meant
England had won just one of their November
matches to finish the year with just five victories
from 12 Tests-their worst annual return since 2008.
“We are disappointed we didn’t play how we
wanted to,” said England coach Eddie Jones. “It

took until the game had gone to start playing how
we wanted to.”

‘Didn’t land a shot’
But the veteran Australian coach, also in charge

of his native Wallabies’ defeat by England in the
2003 World Cup final, insisted there was time for
his current side to “rise to the occasion” in France.
“We didn’t land a shot like we wanted to today
(Saturday),” he added. “You have to win contests.
We didn’t win the air or the set-piece so it’s hard to
get in the game.” South Africa’s victory was all the
more impressive as they were missing several play-
ers for a Test taking place outside World Rugby’s
international window following their 63-21 thrashing
of Italy last week. The Springboks had suffered
defeats by Ireland and France during the Autumn
campaign-with director of rugby Rassie Erasmus
receiving a two-game matchday ban following his
social media posts regarding refereeing decisions
after those losses. 

South Africa’s Faf de Klerk was off target with an
early penalty while, far more surprisingly, England
captain Owen Farrell missed two of his first three
efforts after succeeding with all 15 of his previous
goal-kicks this month. South Africa’s territorial dom-
inance was rewarded when Willemse landed a 30-
metre drop-goal just after the half-hour mark and
barely 60 seconds later the Springboks had a try.

England fly-half Marcus Smith’s clearing kick
was safely gathered in his own 22 by Willemse, who
evaded the cover before finding full-back Willie le
Roux on his inside. Le Roux released Arendse,
sprinting up on his outside, the wing speeding past
Smith for a seventh try in seven Tests. De Klerk

missed the conversion but South Africa were 14-3
ahead at the interval when the scrum-half landed a
penalty. Willemse caught England cold with a sec-
ond drop-goal a minute into the second half, again
from 30 meters.

Farrell landed a penalty only for a fresh infringe-
ment to see England’s Tom Curry sin-binned min-
utes later. South Africa won possession from the

close-range line-out and lock Etzebeth was driven
over for a try between the posts in the 49th minute
that De Klerk converted to put the Springboks 24-6
ahead. The diminutive De Klerk punished England’s
indiscipline again with a superb penalty from just
inside the half-way line. Du Toit then saw red and
Slade scored a well-worked try converted by Farrell
but it was all too late for England. —AFP 
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World champions S Africa 
end 2022 on a high note

Springboks defeat England 27-13 

LONDON: South Africa’s flanker Franco Mostert catches the ball in the line out during the Autumn Nations
Series International rugby union match between England and South Africa at Twickenham stadium on
November 26, 2022. — AFP 

Fatat Club Futsal
Team consolidated
their lead
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Fatat Club Futsal Team consolidated their
lead in the URC Futsal Women League by defeating
Kuwait Club 4-1 in their match on Saturday. Fatat now
have 9 points from three consecutive wins while
Kuwait dropped to third place. In the second match,
Tadhamon moved to second place after defeating
Fatayat Al-Oyoun 7-1. Tadhamon now have 6 points
while Fatyat Al-Oyoun remain pointless.

Auger-Aliassime 
fires Canada into 
Davis Cup final 
MALAGA: Felix Auger-Aliassime pulled double duty
on Saturday to lead Canada into the Davis Cup final
against Australia after orchestrating a 2-1 comeback
win over Italy. World number six Auger-Aliassime first
defeated Lorenzo Musetti 6-3, 6-4 after Lorenzo
Sonego had earlier beaten Denis Shapovalov 7-6 (7/4),
6-7 (5/7), 6-4 in the opening rubber of the semi-final.

The 22-year-old Canadian then replaced the out-
of-form Shapovalov to partner Vasek Pospisil in the
decisive doubles and the gamble paid off in a 7-6
(7/2), 7-5 win over Matteo Berrettini and Fabio
Fognini. Berrettini, ranked 16 in singles but only 827 in
doubles, replaced Simone Bolelli but the late switch
by skipper Filippo Volandri backfired. On Sunday,
Canada, runners-up to Spain in 2019, will attempt to
win the Davis Cup for the first time. Australia haven’t
played in the final since 2003 when they claimed a
28th title.

In a doubles clash which lasted two hours, the
Italians were made to regret surrendering early

breaks in both sets. The Canadian duo broke deci-
sively for 6-5 in the second set before sealing their
spot in the championship match leaving Italy still
stuck on one Davis Cup title won back in 1976. “We
knew we could make changes if we needed to,” said
Auger-Aliassime. “The whole team have connected
around this idea - the main goal of lifting the cup on
Sunday. There are no egos and it’s a great feeling.”

Canada captain Frank Dancevic said he opted for
Auger-Aliassime in the doubles as he was the fresher
player. “Vasek, he plays amazing with both Denis and
Felix,” he said. “Denis just played a really long match
today. Felix was more fresh. He was feeling great on
court. He was fresh going into the match. That was sort
of the thought behind the decision. “Denis really left
his heart out today. Played a 3 hour, 15 minute match.
It was tough coming back to play doubles today when
we had Felix who was fresh.”

Italy skipper Filippo Volandri revealed that the late
inclusion of Berrettini was sparked by injury to the
veteran Bolelli. “Yesterday I asked Matteo to try to be
ready for today in case we had to play the doubles.
He decide to try to be there, and he practiced twice
yesterday. He practiced alone this morning and he
was ready,” said Volandri. “I’m really proud of all
members of the team, because when I ask them to try
to do something, they always do. That’s why I’m really
proud of them.” — AFP

Kilde starts downhill 
title defense with a
win at Lake Louise
MONTREAL: Aleksander Aamodt Kilde started his
World Cup downhill title defense in perfect style with
an impressive victory in the opening speed event of
the season at Lake Louise on Saturday. Kilde won
both the downhill and super-G World Cup titles last
season but had to settle just for a solitary bronze
medal in super-G at the Beijing Olympics.

The 30-year-old claimed his first career win on the
Canadian slope with a time of 1:47.98 just six hun-
dredths seconds ahead of Austria’s Daniel
Hemetsberger. “It’s absolutely enormous, I couldn’t
have had a better start to the season. Now I can just
do the job, I know the momentum is there,” said Kilde.
Bad weather had forced the race to be moved from
the planned Friday slot but conditions were decent
and Kilde was fast out of the hut and no-one was able

to match his speed in the first sector.
Coming down sixth, he punched the air at the finish

line when he saw his time and he said it had been a
difficult piste to navigate. “Total cowboy, it hit more
than I thought and it was difficult to know what was
coming,” he said. It was the best ever World Cup
result for the 31-year-old Hemetsberger, who has
been plagued by injuries but who took third at
Kitzbuehel in January-his only other podium finish.
Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt, coming down 12th,
was ahead of Kilde until the final split after a perfect
middle section, but saw his 0.39 lead disappear in the
final stages.

Odermatt had to settle for third, four hundredths
behind Hemetsberger while Austrian Matthias Mayer,
the three-time Olympic gold medalist, was fourth. All-
rounder Odermatt had begun the campaign with vic-
tory in the giant slalom in Soelden and was content
with his display. “I’m very happy with my race, the ten
hundredths is tiny but Kilde deserved to win.  The
self-confidence was great after Soelden, it came out
well,” he said. Olympic downhill champion Beat Feuz
of Switzerland was fifth and French 41-year-old Johan
Clarey was sixth, 0.88 off the winning time. —AFP 

Serbia face probe 
over Kosovo flag 
DOHA: FIFA has opened disciplinary proceedings
against the Serbian football federation after the team
hung a controversial flag depicting Kosovo in their
changing room before their loss to Brazil at the
World Cup. The Kosovo football federation (FFK)
filed a complaint with the governing body after pho-
tos showed a version of the Serbian flag with a map
including Kosovo as part of the country and stamped
with the slogan “there will be no surrender”.

Kosovo, a former Yugoslav province with an

Albanian majority, declared independence from
Serbia in 2008, which Belgrade refuses to recognize.
“The FIFA disciplinary committee has opened pro-
ceedings against the football association of Serbia
due to a flag displayed in their dressing room on the
occasion of the Brazil v Serbia FIFA World Cup match
played on 24 November,” FIFA said in a statement.

FIFA’s disciplinary code prohibits “offensive behav-
ior and violation of the principles of fair play” and
“using a sports event for demonstrations of a non-
sporting nature”. Kosovo sports minister Hajrulla Ceku
on Friday tweeted his anger at “disgraceful images
from the Serbia locker room, displaying hateful, xeno-
phobic and genocidal messages.” Ceku added: “We
expect concrete actions from FIFA considering that
(Kosovo) is a full FIFA and UEFA member.” — AFP 


