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Kuwaiti army, National Guard  
hold Pearl of the West drills
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packaging bids for Earthshot glory12 Casemiro goal takes Brazil 
into World Cup last 161610

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet on Monday approved its 
four-year program of action that pledges massive 
economic, political and social reforms and a plan to 
cut the number of expats in the country. Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Barrak Al-Sheetan said the 
Cabinet approved the program during its weekly 
meeting on and asked the finance minister to deliver 
the program to the National Assembly. 

The program, which runs until 2026, pledges to 
cooperate with the National Assembly to issue 
dozens of laws to introduce major political, eco-
nomic, social and demographic reforms, calling for 
imposing corporate tax, amending the population 
structure to reduce the number of expats, changing 
the electoral law and system, and many other 
issues. A number of lawmakers have said they will 
strongly oppose any government plan to impose 

taxes on citizens, adding they are ready to confront 
the government. 

The program pledges to issue legislation that 
would cut the number of expats in the country, who 
currently make up around 70 percent of the 4.5 mil-
lion population, besides implementing a program to 
replace expat employees in the government and pri-
vate sectors to create more jobs for nationals. 
Under the political reforms, the program pledges to 
set up an independent body to oversee elections, 
amend the electoral constituencies and the election 
system and revise laws governing public freedoms. 

The program calls to revise charges on public 
services and impose taxes on profits of Kuwaiti and 
foreign companies operating in the country. The 
program also pledges to fundamentally resolve the 
problem of tens of thousands of stateless people, 
locally known as bedoons.  
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Govt amnesty panel meets again to prepare lists of pardoned prisoners

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s weekly meeting 
on Nov 28, 2022. — KUNA 

GENEVA: Monkeypox is to be renamed 
mpox, the World Health Organization 
announced Monday, in a bid to avoid stigmati-
zation stemming from the existing name. 
Monkeypox received its name because the 
virus was originally identified in monkeys kept 
for research in Denmark in 1958, but the dis-
ease is found in a number of animals, and most 
frequently in rodents. A surge in monkeypox 
infections has been reported since early May, 
outside the African countries where it has long 
been endemic. 

“When the outbreak of monkeypox 
expanded earlier this year, racist and stigma-
tizing language online, in other settings and in 
some communities was observed and reported 
to WHO,” the UN health agency said in a 
statement. “Following a series of consultations 
with global experts, WHO will begin using a 
new preferred term ‘mpox’ as a synonym for 
monkeypox. Both names will be used simulta-
neously for one year while ‘monkeypox’ is 
phased out.” 

The disease was first discovered in humans 
in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
with the spread among humans since then 
mainly limited to certain West and Central 
African nations. But in May, cases of the dis-
ease, which causes fever, muscular aches and 
large boil-like skin lesions, began spreading 
rapidly around the world. The WHO triggered 
its highest level of alarm on July 24, classifying 
it as a public health emergency of international 
concern, alongside COVID-19. 

Some 81,107 confirmed cases and 55 deaths 
have been reported to the WHO this year, from 
110 countries. Where the given dataset was 
known, 97 percent were men, with a median 
age of 34 years old, according to the WHO’s 
case dashboard. The 10 most affected coun-
tries globally are: United States (29,001), Brazil 
(9,905), Spain (7,405), France (4,107), 
Colombia (3,803), Britain (3,720), Germany 
(3,672), Peru (3,444), Mexico (3,292), and  
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Artist’s impression of the new King Salman International Airport.

This webcam image released on Nov 28, 2022 shows the 
lava in the summit caldera of Mauna Loa in Hawaii, which 
is erupting for the first time in nearly 40 years. — AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia on Monday 
announced plans for a new airport in 
Riyadh intended to spur rapid growth 
in the capital while advancing the 
kingdom’s ambitious aviation goals. 
The airport, set to accommodate 120 
million travelers by 2030 and 185 mil-
lion travelers by 2050, will be named 
after King Salman and was announced 
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman, according to the official Saudi 
Press Agency. 

“The airport project is in line with 
Saudi Arabia’s vision to transform 
Riyadh to be among the top ten city 
economies in the world and to sup-
port the growth of Riyadh’s popula-
tion to 15-20 million people by 2030,” 
SPA said. The city’s current popula-
tion is fewer than eight million. Saudi 
Arabia’s aviation goals, part of Prince 
Mohammed’s wide-ranging “Vision 
2030” reforms, include more than 
tripling annual traffic to 330 million 
passengers by the end of the decade. 

It also wants to draw $100 billion 
in investments to the sector by 2030,  
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LOS ANGELES: Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the largest 
active volcano in the world, has erupted for the first 
time in nearly 40 years, US authorities said, spewing 
lava and ash Monday as emergency crews went on 
alert. Flows of lava remained mostly contained with-
in the summit’s massive caldera, but the eruption 
could pose a threat to nearby residents should con-
ditions change, the United States Geological Survey 
reported at 11:45 pm local time Sunday (9:45 GMT 
Monday) some 15 minutes after the eruption inside 
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 

Mauna Loa has been showing signs of building 
to an eruption for years, according to the USGS, 
which said the ongoing eruption was visible from 
Kona, a town on the west coast of Hawaii’s main 
island some 72 km from the volcano. “Lava is still 
erupting from the summit & is overflowing from the 
caldera,” the USGS said on its website, referring to 
the basin at the top of a volcano. While it added 
there were “no threats to populated areas current-
ly,” it urged area residents to review preparedness 
procedures. 

“If the eruptive vents migrate outside its walls, 
lava flows may move rapidly downslope,” according 
to the USGS. The agency said the Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory was in consultation with emergency 
management personnel and its staff would conduct 
an aerial reconnaissance over the 13,674-foot 
(4,168-meter) volcano as soon as possible.  
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DOHA: Fans of Tunisia with a Palestinian and Tunisian flags cheer on the 
stands ahead of a Qatar 2022 World Cup match at the Al-Janoub Stadium on 
Nov 26, 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Palestinian flags are flying 
everywhere in Qatar but Zionist fans 
are staying low-key as the Zionist-
Palestinian conflict makes its presence 
felt at the first World Cup on Arab 
soil. Despite moves by some Arab 
countries, not including Qatar, to nor-
malize relations with the Zionist entity, 
the Palestinian cause is being 
embraced by many Arab fans and 
some officials. 

Terse interactions between Arab 

supporters and Zionist media have 
gone viral, including footage shot by 
an AFP journalist of a Saudi fan berat-
ing a Zionist TV reporter that has 
been viewed more than 5.2 million 
times on Twitter. “There is only 
Palestine, there is no (Zionist entity)... 
you are not welcome here,” the fan 
shouts at Moav Vardi, a reporter for 
Zionist public broadcaster Kan. 

The Arab fans flooding Qatar have 
been refusing to speak with Zionist 
media, while some yell “Long Live 
Palestine” in front of Zionist television 
cameras. “We find it very difficult to 
work here,” Vardi told AFP, adding 
that he understood the Arab anger.  
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