
Tuesday, November 29, 2022

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 6

SYDNEY: A former US military pilot has been 
placed under “extreme” restrictions inside an 
Australian prison while fighting a secretive extradi-
tion batt le with the Department of Justice in 
Washington, his lawyer said following a court hear-
ing Monday. Ex-Marine Daniel Edmund Duggan was 
arrested in New South Wales on October 21, the 
same week Britain and Australia issued unusually 
candid warnings about China’s attempts to recruit 
retired military pilots. 

Duggan, 54, lived and worked in China for about 

five years before his arrest, corporate records showed, 
although the details of his alleged offences have been 
sealed by the US government. Defense lawyer Dennis 
Miralis said Duggan-an Australian citizen-had been 
classified as an “extreme high-risk restricted inmate” 
inside a maximum-security facility in Sydney, and had 
been denied access to writing materials and medical 
treatment. “He’s presently not even able to access pens 
for the purposes of writing the nature of his com-
plaint,” Miralis told the court. 

“This is unprecedented to have an Australian citizen 

placed on the most strict inmate restrictions, akin to 
people convicted of terrorist offences,” he later told 
reporters outside. Miralis suggested outside court that 
“foreign interference” by the US government could 
explain the treatment. “We are concerned there may 
have been some foreign interference encouraging cor-
rective services to take this dramatic course of action,” 
he said. Duggan has been detained under Australia’s 
Extradition Act, pending an official request from the 
US government. 

Lawyer Trent Glover, appearing for the US govern-

ment, said the Department of Justice would file an 
extradition request before December 20. “From the 
United States’ point of view, this is nothing more than 
a usual extradition process,” he told the court. Duggan 
moved to Australia after leaving the US Marines, run-
ning the Top Gun adventure flight company from the 
southern island of Tasmania. Top Gun’s website said 
Duggan spent more than a decade flying in the US 
Marine Corps, reaching the rank of major and working 
as a tactical flight instructor. Duggan’s case will return 
to court in late December.— AFP  
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Cuba municipal polls  
close as opposition  
deplores pressure 
 
 
HAVANA: Cubans voted Sunday in municipal elec-
tions amid a grave economic crisis that some feared 
would weaken turnout and with the opposition charg-
ing that several of its candidates faced unfair pressure. 
Polls closed at 7:00 pm, one hour later than expected 
and after a day of voting without incident, AFP jour-
nalists reported. 

Elections officials said the extension was due to 
requests made by polling stations and voters them-
selves. As of 5:00 pm, according to the National 
Electoral Council, nearly 64 percent of Cuba’s eight 
million eligible voters had cast a secret ballot, selecting 
more than 12,400 municipal delegates, or councilors, 
from the 27,000 candidates nominated by show of 
hands in neighborhood assemblies. 

Earlier Sunday, President Miguel Diaz-Canel, fresh 
off a trip that took him to Algeria, Russia, Turkey and 
China, went with his wife Lis Cuesta to vote at a 
polling station in Playa, west of Havana. He later told 
reporters that the electoral process confirmed the 
political and social stability of the island, despite the 
“economic suffocation” he said the United States was 
imposing on Cuba. 

The government had mounted an intense get-out-
the-vote campaign on social media, as well as in the 
press and on television - both controlled by the ruling 
Communist Party, which oversees the election process 
but does not nominate candidates. But the opposition 
platform known as the Council for the Democratic 
Transition in Cuba (CDTC), which promotes change 
and pluralism in the country through legal means, 
called on people to abstain, citing unfair pressure by 
the government. 

 
‘Political police’ 

Its vice president, Manuel Cuesta, told AFP that 
three of the group’s candidates had been prevented 
“by the political police” from participating in neigh-
borhood assemblies because they appeared to have a 
good chance of winning. He said a fourth candidate, 
Jose Cabrera, was nominated in the southeastern city 
of Palma Soriano but never made it to the ballot over 
“threats of losing his job” and other difficulties. 

The Cuban government has branded opposition 
members as US “mercenaries.” These elections are the 
first step in a unique electoral system. Councilors 
elected Sunday will form municipal governments that 
will propose 50 percent of the candidates for provin-
cial assemblies and the National Assembly, which in 
turn elects the Council of State and the Cuban presi-
dent from among its members. —AFP 

 

Russia’s invasion  
increases chemical  
weapons threat 
 
THE HAGUE: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
increased the threat from weapons of mass destruc-
tion including chemical munitions, the head of the 
world’s toxic arms watchdog said on Monday. The 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) was closely monitoring the situ-
ation in Ukraine, its chief Fernando Arias told the 
regulator’s annual meeting. “The situation in Ukraine 
has again increased the real threat posed by 
weapons of mass destruction, including chemical 
weapons,” Arias told the meeting in The Hague. 

“It has exacerbated existing tensions to a point 
where unity of the international community on com-
mon global challenges related to international secu-
rity and peace cannot be presumed.” International 
disarmament bodies like the Nobel Peace Prize-
winning OPCW “now have become places for con-
frontation and disagreement”, Arias lamented. 
Threats and allegations about the possible use of 
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons have been 
traded since the war in Ukraine began in February, 
but with no evidence they have been deployed. 

Arias reminded Russia and Ukraine that they 
were among 193 countries that have “have solemnly 
and voluntarily committed never under any circum-
stances to ... use chemical weapons”. He said the 
OPCW “continues to closely monitor this serious 
situation and remains in contact with the permanent 
representations of the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine”. The OPCW has provided Ukraine, at its 
request, with training for first responders for chemi-
cal attacks and for the detection of chemical leaks, 
Arias said.— AFP  

Nigerian ex-governor  
tries ‘outsider’ upset  
with presidential bid 
 
IBADAN: Horns blaring from the crowd, Nigerian can-
didate Peter Obi makes his pitch, repeating a mantra 
that he offers youth a chance for change in February’s 
election. For 35-year-old footwear seller Joseph 
Nwankwo it was what he wants to hear. “I never voted 
for any party. They believed our vote never counted. 
This time round we believe our vote will,” said 
Nwankwo at the rally in southwest Ibadan city. “We are 
the youth. If we don’t do it, who will do it for us?” 
Backed by the Labour Party, Obi is emerging as a rare 
third challenger to the two mainstream parties who have 
governed Africa’s most populous country since the end 
of military rule in 1999. 

Next February’s election is set to be a tight race to 
replace President Muhammadu Buhari, who steps down 
with Nigeria facing huge security challenges and an 
economy hobbled by fallout from the pandemic and 
Ukraine’s war. A former southeast Anambra state gover-
nor and one-time PDP vice presidential candidate, Obi 
has gained momentum with a vibrant social media fol-
lowing and what supporters see as a fresher voice over 
the other old guard rivals. 

Ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) and main 
opposition Peoples Democratic Party chieftains dismiss 
Obi as a Twitter phenomenon devoid of a national party 
network to challenge their deep pockets. Obi, 61, may 
face many obstacles in his run to the Aso Rock presi-
dential villa, but his message is resonating especially 
among younger, urban Nigerians who call themselves 
“Obi-dients”. Whether he can win remains unclear-
some local polls have him ahead. But analysts say Obi’s 
challenge is already complicating the political outlook 

for the PDP and APC. 
APC is fielding Bola Tinubu, an 70-year-old former 

Lagos state governor known as the “Godfather of 
Lagos” for his political clout. Against him, the PDP has 
Atiku Abubakar, 76, a wealthy businessman on his sixth 
bid for the presidency. He was vice president in 1999. 
“All of the political and economic and social conditions 
have made him a palatable alternative,” SBM 
Intelligence analyst Ikesemit Effiong said of Obi. “It is 
beginning to dent the image of the traditional political 
parties.” 

 
Political geography 

Wearing glasses and often dressed in a simple black 
traditional suit, Obi has run a grass-roots campaign 
where he touts his experience as governor and his out-
sider status. A wealthy trader, Obi says he is about turn-
ing Nigeria around-increasing production rather than 
consumption, governing responsibly and taking on inse-
curity. “The government we intend to form, will be the 
beginning of a new Nigeria,” he told a crowd of thou-
sands in Ibadan. “We will secure a united Nigeria.” 

But with little structure nationwide and no gover-
nors, rivals say the Labour party and Obi will struggle. 
In 2019, the Labor Party candidate won 0.02 percent of 
the vote. The party elected one lawmaker. “People say 
the Obidients, of course they will,” said Edo State gov-
ernor Godwin Obaseki, who is campaigning for PDP. 
“But they will run out of steam.” Nigerian elections are 
often about geography calculations. To win the presi-
dency, a candidate must get a majority of the votes and 
also 25 percent of the votes in two thirds of its 36 states. 
Almost equally split between predominantly Muslim 
north and the mostly Christian south, Nigeria is a patch-
work of ethnic groups, including the largest Yoruba, 
Hausa and Igbo. In an unwritten agreement to promote 
informal power sharing, the presidency has rotated 
alternatively between candidates from the north and 
south. But 2023 is complex. —AFP 

IBADAN: Labor Party’s Presidential candidate Peter Obi (center), flanked by wife Margaret and his running mate 
Yusuf Datti Baba-Ahmed, greets supporters during a campaign rally at Adamasingba Stadium in Ibadan, south-
western Nigeria.— AFP  

HAVANA: Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez 
votes during the first round of municipal elections for 
councilors in Havana on November 27, 2022. — AFP  
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In a related development, MP Saleh Ashour sent a 

series of questions to Interior Minister Sheikh Talal 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah asking for details about 
bedoons. The lawmaker said based on reports, the 
number of bedoons has increased to around 
150,000 from the previously estimated figure of 
120,000, and that the number is projected to grow 
to 300,000 by 2035. 

Ashour asked the minister about the govern-
ment’s plan to resolve the bedoon crisis and inquired 
about the number of bedoons who are children of 
Kuwaiti women who qualify for citizenship but have 
not been naturalized, and the reasons for that. He 
also demanded the number of bedoons who work as 

servicemen and holders of doctorate and master’s 
degrees. The lawmaker said during a closed session 
by the Assembly, the government acknowledged that 
20,000 bedoons are entitled for citizenship, asking 
what the government plans towards this section of 
the populace.  

Meanwhile, a government panel studying amnesty 
for political prisoners held its second meeting on 
Monday to prepare lists of names of prisoners and 
convicts to be pardoned by HH the Amir. The com-
mittee is headed by minister Sheetan and includes 
the attorney general and the interior ministry under-
secretary. Under an Amiri decree issued last week, 
the amnesty panel will pardon people who were 
convicted for insulting HH the Amir, spreading false 
news about the country, undermining the interests of 
friendly countries and insulting the judiciary and 
judges. Former MP Abdulhameed Dashti, who had 
been jailed in absentia for over 70 years, said on his 
Twitter account that he is included in the amnesty 
list and thanked HH the Amir. He did not say how he 
knew he was being pardoned.

Cabinet approves 
four-year...
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Canada (1,449). They account for 86 percent of 

the global number of cases. 
A total of 588 cases were reported last week. 

Over the past four weeks, 92 percent of cases were 
reported from the Americas and six percent from 
Europe. Seventy-one countries have reported no 
new cases in the past 21 days. It is down to the 

WHO to assign names to diseases, as it did with 
COVID-19. The WHO announced in August it was 
looking for a new name for the virus, seeking sug-
gestions from experts, countries and the public. 

According to WHO best practices in disease 
naming adopted in 2015, names should aim to mini-
mize unnecessary negative impact. Considerations 
include scientific appropriateness, pronounceability, 
and usability in different languages. “WHO will 
adopt the term mpox in its communications, and 
encourages others to follow these recommenda-
tions, to minimize any ongoing negative impact of 
the current name,” it said. The one-year transition is 
to avoid confusion caused by changing the name in 
the midst of a global outbreak. — AFP 

Monkeypox to be 
renamed...
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establish a new national flag carrier and move up 

to five million tons of cargo each year. The new air-
port is expected to be able to process 3.5 million 
tons of cargo by 2050, SPA said. It “will boost 
Riyadh’s position as a global logistics hub, stimulate 

transport, trade and tourism, and act as a bridge 
linking the East with the West,” SPA said. 

The announcement did not provide information 
about the cost of the project, which has been 
designed to cover 57 sq km. “With sustainability at 
its core, the new airport will achieve LEED Platinum 
certification by incorporating cutting edge green 
initiatives into its design and will be powered by 
renewable energy,” SPA said, referring to the green 
building certif ication program. The kingdom’s 
busiest international airport is currently in the Red 
Sea coasta l  c i ty of  Jeddah, the sel f-avowed 
“Gateway to Makkah” for millions of Muslims per-
forming the hajj and umrah pilgrimages. — AFP 
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Hawaii authorities said no evacuation orders 

have been given, although the summit area and sev-
eral roads in the region were closed, and two shel-
ters have been opened as a precaution. 

An ashfall advisory has been issued for down-
wind of the volcano, with a light accumulation of 
ash expected on ships in ocean waters along the Big 
Island’s southeast. A USGS webcam on Mauna Loa 
summit’s north rim showed long bright eruptive fis-
sures within the volcanic crater, contrasted against 
the dark of night.  

Robin George Andrews, a scientist and volcanol-
ogist, said a larger threat exists if magma begins to 
pour out of so-called rift zones along the volcano’s 
flanks. While there is no evidence yet of this occur-

ring now on Mauna Loa, “the fact that it is a haz-
ardous mountain that hasn’t erupted since 1984 - 
the longest eruptive pause in its recorded history-is 
why we should all keep an eye on it,” Andrews post-
ed on Twitter. 

The largest volcano on Earth by volume, Mauna 
Loa, whose name means “Long Mountain”, covers 
half of the Big Island and is larger than the rest of 
the Hawaiian islands combined. The volcano’s sub-
marine flanks stretch for miles below sea level to the 
ocean floor, which in turn is depressed by Mauna 
Loa’s great mass - making its summit some 17 km 
above its base according to the USGS. 

One of six active volcanoes on the Hawaiian 
islands, Mauna Loa has erupted 33 times since 1843, 
according to USGS. The most recent eruption, in 
1984, lasted 22 days and produced lava flows which 
reached to within about seven kilometers of Hilo, a 
city to the northeast which is home to about 44,000 
people today. Kilauea, a volcano on the southeastern 
flank of Mauna Loa, erupted almost continuously 
between 1983 and 2019, and a current minor erup-
tion there has been ongoing for months. — AFP  

Hawaii volcano 
erupts for first...
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Many Qataris have put the Palestinian flag next to 

their own national emblem, hanging from the windows 
of their luxury cars. Some Qataris sitting in a stadium 
VIP section have worn armbands showing the 
Palestinian keffiyeh head-dress, while the Palestinian 
song “Ali Al-Keffiyeh” (Raise Your Keffiyeh) is regular-
ly played in fan zones. 

“Some foreigners do not know the Palestinian flag 
and ask us about it,” said Yahya Abu Hantash, a 33-
year-old Palestinian living in Doha. “This is a golden 

opportunity to introduce our cause,” said Hantash, 
who wore a Qatar football shirt while holding a 
Palestinian flag. Qatar has no relations with the Zionist 
entity and remains a supporter of the decades-long 
Palestinian cause for statehood. 

Doha supports Hamas, the Palestinian Islamist 
group that rules the Gaza Strip, and provides vital 
financial aid to residents of the coastal enclave block-
aded by the Zionist entity since 2007. Qatar criticized 
moves by other Arab nations - including the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Morocco - to normalize 
relations in 2020.  

About 10,000 Zionists are expected in Qatar for 
the football tournament, according to diplomat Alon 
Levy who was in Doha to organize consular coverage. 
FIFA hailed a deal allowing Palestinians and Zionists to 
travel to the Gulf emirate on special charter flights 
from Tel Aviv. — AFP 

Palestinian flags 
fly at...


