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NAXOS, Greece: On his bougainvillea-covered 
farm on the Greek is land of  Naxos, Yannis 
Karganis milks his sheep, wondering anxiously 
how he will cope with soaring costs and keep his 
cheesemaking business afloat. After the war in 
Ukraine sparked an inflationary spiral in the 
price of cereals, fuel and other goods, farmers on 
Naxos and across the country have been left 
fearing for their survival. “I earn nothing from my 
cheeses,” says the septuagenarian, who makes 
Naxos graviera, a hard yellow cheese popular 
throughout Greece and beyond. “I work day and 
night and despite this, I still cannot live.” 

Inf lat ion in Greece rose to 12 percent in 
September before dropping to 9.1 percent in 
October. Even though the government 
announced nearly 280 million euros ($291 mil-
lion) in support benefits for young farmers earli-
er this year, there is still heavy pressure on the 
country’s agricultural sector which employs 11 
percent of the workforce. “Last year, a bag of 
feed cost  14 euros. This  year i t ’s  21  euros. 
Gasoline has skyrocketed to 2.30 euros per litre 
at the moment,” the greying Karganis sighs, stir-
ring a large cauldron to make cheese in his small 
kitchen. 

 
Social stress 

Throughout the country, social pressure is ris-
ing in the face of soaring energy prices. In 
November, a general strike on the issue para-
lyzed Greece. Dimitris Kapounis, head of the 
union of Naxos agricultural cooperatives, warns 
that if nothing changes “in the medium term, 
there will be no more milk on the Greek market, 
no meat, potatoes, or anything else”. Naxos 
graviera - made from 80 percent cow’s milk and 
20 percent sheep or goat’s milk - is one of 
Greece’s most popular cheeses. 

The Greeks like it sprinkled on pasta, fried or 

as a table cheese. But even carrying the vaunted 
European Protected Designation of Origin label, 
and exporting to a dozen countries including the 
United States and Germany, hasn’t helped stem 
the slide in output as costs ramp up. This year, 
the usual annual production of more than 1,250 
tons has already fallen by 130 tons, the coopera-
tive said. 

 
Lack of milk 

The squeeze on animal feed and fuel has 
resulted in a fall in milk production, explains 
local shepherd Yannis Vavoulas. “We can’t main-
tain feeding them properly,” the 42-year-old 
says. “We feed them two or three times (a day) 
with little food,” which means the animals pro-
duce less milk. The crisis is so acute that some 
farmers have had to slaughter part of their herd, 
further reducing milk production. 

Yorgos Margaritis, who owns 250 cows, is one 
of the local farmers to have already made this 
painful decision. He gestures to some of his near-
by animals which he says would normally have 
been inseminated by now for producing calves. 
“(Instead), they will be slaughtered,” he says. The 
cost of transporting goods from the Greek main-
land is also becoming prohibitive - it takes more 
than five hours by boat to get from the main 
Greek port of Piraeus to Naxos. 

In an act of desperation, the Naxos coopera-
tive in April went as far as neighboring Bulgaria 
to buy animal feed, where prices are lower. “If 
the milk producers are not helped... then we are 
all lost,” warns Yannis Kavouras, head of the 
largest cheese factory in Naxos. And as the EU’s 
protected status regulations permit only the use 
of local milk, shipping it in from elsewhere is not 
an option either. “If the producers don’t bring 
any more milk, what am I going to use - water?” 
wonders Kavouras.  —AFP

Celebrated Greek cheesemakers 
brought low by soaring inflation

Social pressure rising in the face of surging energy prices

NAXOS, Greece: Shepherd Yannis Vavoulas, 42, feeds his animals at his farm on this Aegean island on Nov 11, 
2022.  —AFP photos Employees work to produce Graviera cheese at a cheese factory.

Australia falls short 
in Great Barrier Reef 
efforts: Experts 

 
PARIS: Despite warnings, Australia’s efforts to save 
the Great Barrier Reef still fall short of protecting the 
world’s largest coral reef system from pollution and 
climate change, experts said Monday. Australia had 
taken unprecedented steps towards the protection of 
the Great Barrier Reef, which the United Nations has 
designated a world heritage site, but more was needed 
to avoid the site being declared “in danger” by 
UNESCO, the UN agency which compiles and man-
ages a list of heritage sites. 

Such a designation puts a government on notice 
that a site could be removed from the World Heritage 
list altogether, a very rare event. “Despite the unparal-
leled science and management efforts” made by 
Australia over recent years, the Great Barrier Reef is 
“significantly impacted by climate change factors”, 
Eleanor Carter at the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and UNESCO repre-
sentative Hans Thulstrup said in a report based on a 
mission to the Reef. “The resilience of the property to 
recover from climate change impacts is substantially 
compromised,” they said. 

Carter and Thulstrup recommended that the reef 
should be added to the “World Heritage in Danger” 
list. The Australian government in January announced a 
billion-dollar package to protect the reef, seven years 
after its “Reef 2050” plan, already a response to a UN 
downgrade threat. The Climate Council pressure group 
said this latest package of funding was like putting “a 
Band-Aid on a broken leg”. 

Monday’s report echoed that assessment, saying 
the reef ’s ability to recover from climate change 
impacts was “substantially compromised”. In particu-
lar, Australian strategies were “lacking clear climate 
change targets”, while some measures were not fully 
implemented, especially concerning “water quality and 
fisheries activities”, it said. Australia reported in May 
that 91 percent of the reef’s coral had been damaged 
by bleaching after a prolonged summer heatwave, a 
process that increases the mortality rates of the affect-
ed corals. 

After intense lobbying, Australia narrowly avoided 
the Reef being placed on UNESCO’s “in danger” list in 
the summer of 2021. The then-government of conser-

vative prime minister Scott Morrison was voted out 
this year in favor of a center-left government under 
Anthony Albanese who has promised greener policies. 
A UNESCO spokesperson told AFP that “a construc-
tive dialogue is ongoing with the current government”. 

A source close to the matter called Monday’s report 
“a roadmap submitted to the Australian government 
which should say what it intends to do with it and pro-
duce results”. The source added: “The path to saving 
the Great Barrier Reef is narrow, but it exists. Strong 
and rapid action can produce results.”. 

To be included on UNESCO’s world heritage list, a 
site must have “outstanding universal value”. An spot 
on the list usually means boosted tourism, and 
improved access to funds and to scientific expertise. 
Those benefits are threatened when a site is declared 
“in danger” - which is currently the case of about 50 
sites worldwide. Only three sites have ever been 
dropped from the heritage list completely.  —AFP

Activists file legal 
challenge over Finnish 
climate inaction 

 
HELSINKI: Environmental organizations in Finland 
on Monday filed a legal challenge accusing the gov-
ernment of breaking its own commitments to pro-
tect the climate, the first challenge of its kind in the 
country. In July, Finland passed the Climate Change 
Act, which aims to make the country carbon-neutral 
by 2035. But the environmental groups say the gov-
ernment had ignored its own laws by failing to pro-
tect the Nordic nation’s carbon sinks. 

Carbon sinks are natural systems, such as forests, 
that absorb carbon from the atmosphere and store 
it in, for example, vegetation and soil. “The govern-
ment has violated its own Climate Change Act by 
not taking a decision on additional measures to 
meet Finland’s climate targets,” Hanna Aho, Policy 
Officer for the Finnish Association for Nature 
Conservation (FANC), told AFP. “As a result, it 
seems very unlikely that climate targets will be 
met,” Aho said. 

The FANC and Greenpeace, which jointly 
mounted the legal challenge, say carbon sinks in 
Finland have “collapsed” due to an increase in log-
ging and to slower tree growth. The most recent 

chance for the government to address the issue was 
its Annual Climate Report in October but that still 
lacked the necessary “assessment on measures to 
protect the sinks”, Aho said. “Logging has not been 
restricted, even though it is known to be the most 
important factor affecting the size of carbon sinks,” 
she added. 

The organizations petitioned the country’s 
Supreme Administrative Court to overrule the gov-
ernment’s decision to submit the report without 
“additional measures to enhance carbon sinks”. The 
groups said the report should be sent back to the 
drawing board because it was not in line with the 
Climate Change Act. “Prime Minister Sanna Marin’s 
government’s inaction is in stark contrast to the 
obligations of the Climate Change Act,” Aho said. It 
will be up to the court to decide whether or not to 
hear the case. 

In recent years, Finland has struggled to balance 
its climate ambitions with its forestry industry, which 
is an important part of its economy. In 2020, Finnish 
forestry product exports were worth 10.4 billion 
euros, amounting to 18 percent of the country’s total 
exports. A growing number of organizations and 
individuals around the world have turned to the 
courts to challenge what they see as government 
inaction on the climate. More than 600 activists in 
neighboring Sweden, including Greta Thunberg, filed 
a lawsuit on Friday accusing the state of climate 
inaction, also a first in the country.  —AFP

Shepherd Yannis Karganis milks his animals at his farm.

STOCKHOLM: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg attends a climate demonstration called by youth-led organi-
zation Auroras before submitting its lawsuit against the state for their lack of climate work on Nov 25, 2022. —AFP

Employees work to produce Graviera cheese at a cheese 
factory. Cows eat at a farm.


