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Eagles down Packers; Rodgers  
exits as Bengals topple Titans

Surging Cincinnati Bengals claim third straight victory
LOS ANGELES: Jalen Hurts and the Philadelphia Eagles 
ran over Green Bay on Sunday, knocking Packers quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers out in the third quarter of a 40-33 
NFL victory. The Eagles improved their NFL-best record 
to 10-1 while the Packers, their playoff ambitions in tatters, 
fell to 4-8. “We got the GOAT!” Eagles quarterback Hurts 
said in a post-game television interview, though he was 
quick to wish four-time NFL Most Valuable Player Rodgers 
a speedy recovery. Rodgers, already nursing a broken 
thumb, said he suffered a rib injury in the first half, which 
was aggravated in the third quarter apparently when he 
absorbed one of three sacks on the night. 

“I was just having a hard time breathing and rotating my 
upper body,” Rodgers said. “I was worried about a punc-
tured lung as well, so I wanted to get that checked out. I’ll 
get a scan tomorrow.” Rodgers said his lung was fine, and 
despite “intense” pain he envisioned playing next weekend 
“as long as I check out OK tomorrow.” The Packers had 
trimmed the deficit to 34-23 with a field goal before 
Rodgers departed. 

Backup Jordan Love connected with Christian Watson 
for a 63-yard touchdown and authored a field goal drive, 
but it wasn’t enough against the formidable Eagles offense. 
Hurts piled on 310 total yards, completing 16 of 28 passes 
for two touchdowns. His 157 rushing yards set the Eagles’ 
single-game record for a quarterback as the team gained a 
whopping 363 yards on the ground. Hurts connected with 
Quez Watkins for a 30-yard touchdown to make it 27-20 at 
halftime, and pushed the lead to 34-20 midway through the 
third with a six-yard scoring pass to A.J. Brown. 

Bengals claim victory 
Elsewhere on Sunday, the suddenly surging Cincinnati 

Bengals claimed a third straight victory on Sunday as the 
Miami Dolphins and Kansas City Chiefs both took their 
win streaks to five games. The Bengals, who fell to the Los 
Angeles Rams in last season’s Super Bowl, beat the AFC 
South-leading Tennessee Titans, 20-16, in Nashville. 

Quarterback Joe Burrow hit Tee Higgins with a 27-
yard touchdown pass in the fourth quarter to secure a fifth 
win in six games for the 7-4 Bengals. “This is the kind of 
game that great teams win,” Burrow said. “It’s not always 
going to be pretty. This is the NFL. You’re playing really, 
really good teams on the opposing end. “You’ve got to 
find ways to win, and we’re starting to do that.” 

In Kansas City, the Chiefs notched a 26-10 win over 
the Rams in a game quarterback Patrick Mahomes called 
“ugly.” Mahomes threw one TD, Isiah Pacheco ran for 
another and Harrison Butker kicked four field goals as the 
Chiefs failed to convert five of their six red-zone scoring 
chances into touchdowns. “I felt like we didn’t execute at a 
high level in the red zone,” Mahomes said. “I threw a 
dumb, dumb interception there at the end of the game. But 
it’s a team game. The defense stepped up-they played 
great.” 

 
Browns down Bucs 

Miami’s fifth straight victory was a comfortable 30-15 
decision against the hapless Houston Texans. Dolphins 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa threw for 299 yards and one 
touchdown and extended his run without an interception 

to four games. The Las Vegas Raiders won a shootout in 
Seattle in overtime, beating the Seahawks, 40-34.  

In Cleveland, Nick Chubb ran in an overtime touch-
down to give the Browns a 23-17 comeback win over Tom 
Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Tampa Bay had led 

17-10 going into the fourth quarter after Brady had found 
Ko Kieft with a five-yard pass in the third. But with 32 
seconds left on the clock, Browns quarterback Jacoby 
Brissett found David Njoku in the endzone to take the 
game into overtime. —AFP 

 

Warriors stun 
Timberwolves, 
Celtics cruise 

 
LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry scored 25 
points and the Golden State Warriors parlayed 
a hot start into a comfortable 137-114 NBA win 
over the Minnesota Timberwolves on Sunday. 
Curry added 11 rebounds and eight assists 
while Draymond Green posted his first double-
double of the season with 19 points and 11 
assists as the reigning NBA champions put 
together three straight victories for the first 
time this season. It was just their second away 
victory of the campaign and moved them to 11-
10, the first time in a month they have been 
above .500. 

The Warriors, seemingly determined to turn 
around their dismal fortunes on the road, 
exploded out of the gate, engineering a 17-0 
scoring run on the way to 47 first-quarter 
points and a 20-point lead after the first peri-
od. They were up by 20 going into the fourth 
although the Timberwolves, led by 26 points 
from Anthony Edwards with 21 from Karl-
Anthony Towns, cut that by half with 5:31 
remaining. Golden State responded, with Curry 
draining a three-pointer before Klay 
Thompson delivered a trey, a steal and another 
three-pointer to push the lead back to 19. 

Six Warriors players finished in double fig-
ures, Thompson posting 21 and Jordan Poole 
adding 24 off the bench. “I think what really 
propelled us that first half, especially defen-
sively, is not fouling,” Thompson said. “As sim-
ple as it sounds, it has us playing at such a 
higher level. “Our defense obviously fuels our 
offense, getting out in transition, hitting the 
open man. And it’s crazy how when we play 
simple basketball, it’s a thing of beauty.” The 
Warriors will try to build more momentum on 
the road when they travel to Dallas for a 
Western Conference finals rematch on 
Tuesday. 

 
Mavs fall to Bucks 

The Mavs will be looking to rebound at home 
after falling 124-115 to the Bucks in Milwaukee 
on Sunday. Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 30 
points with 11 rebounds for the Bucks and 
Grayson Allen, who was a perfect seven-for-sev-
en from three-point range in the first half, added 
25. Luka Doncic scored 27 points to lead Dallas, 
who suffered a fourth straight defeat.  

It was no surprise to see the league-leading 
Boston Celtics cruise to a 130-121 home victo-
ry over the Washington Wizards. Even with 
MVP candidate Jayson Tatum sidelined with a 
sore ankle, the Celtics offense was explosive. 
Boston connected on 16 of 34 three-point 
attempts and shot 55 percent from the field 
overall in a game that was more lopsided than 
the final score indicated. —AFP 

Kuwait’s athletes  
developing and  
executing new skills 

 
By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti athletes are developing and executing 
new skills. Kuwait Times spoke with Lujain Al-Mulla, cap-
tain of ‘Pampered Cats’, a Kuwaiti ultimate frisbee team, to 
learn more about the sport.  

Kuwait Times: Tell us more about yourself. 
Lujain Al-Mulla: I have been playing ultimate frisbee 

for four years. It became serious at the end of 2020, when 
a seasoned player from Colombia, Christian Varon, moved 
to Kuwait and began training the community on a more 
advanced level. My team formed officially at the beginning 
of 2021 after winning as an unofficial team in a local league. 
After consistent training, we built a lineup we could send 
internationally to play in our first regional tournament at 
the end of 2021. Since then, we have continued to train and 
take part in regional tournaments both as a team and indi-
vidually. 

Kuwait Times: What is ultimate frisbee? 
Al-Mulla: Ultimate Frisbee is a team sport played 

worldwide. It is familiar in that it is played on a field the 
size of a football pitch with two end-zones marked by hori-
zontal lines that span across the field at each end; there are 
seven against seven players on the field, with players hav-
ing to pivot around one leg when they have possession of 
the disc. The game aims to pass the frisbee down the field 
until a player receives it inside the opponent’s endzone; 
that’s how a point is scored. The sport has three divisions, 
which are mixed, women’s, and open (the latter is predomi-
nantly a men’s division), with Middle Eastern clubs playing 
exclusively in the mixed division. The sport was not always 
steadily practiced in Kuwait and has only been played on a 
serious level since 2020. 

Kuwait Times: What tournament did you participate in? 
Al-Mulla: Pampered Cats participated in the Middle 

East North Africa Championships both in 2021 and in 
November 2022, winning first place in only our second 
participation in the biggest regional tournament, one which 
hosted 16 teams from across the Middle East and was held 
this year in Jeddah. The victory was one we had dreamed 
of the entire year we’d been preparing for it with consistent 
training and hard work. After placing 7th last year in our 
first MENA Championships and winning the Spirit of the 
Game Award, we were hungry for the podium win that we 
finally achieved this year. 

Kuwait Times: Do you find the needed support for the 
game in Kuwait? 

Al-Mulla: Unfortunately, we are not supported at all 
locally, which is a great shame. We have faced issues find-
ing appropriate fields to train on since we are a mixed 
team, and due to the lack of official recognition of the sport 
in Kuwait. 

Kuwait Times: What was the biggest challenge in 
building a Kuwaiti national team? 

Al-Mulla: Due to the lack of recognition of the sport, 
we cannot put together a national team, so we represent 
Kuwait as an independent club made up of both Kuwaitis 
and expatriates. One of the biggest challenges we face is 
finding women to join and commit to the sport - especially 
Kuwaiti women. We provide weekly, free community train-
ing, and I train women at the Gulf University for Science 
and Technology with a very minimal female turnout. This is 
a challenge we are currently struggling with, and we hope 

that more exposure to our team and sport can encourage 
more female interest and participation. 

Kuwait Times: What are the players’ experiences with 
this kind of sport? 

Al-Mulla: Locally, most players have now played 
regionally in the Middle East North Africa Championships 
and the Egypt Open. I’ve also had the opportunity to play 
in the Spanish Nationals with a team from Mallorca, in the 
US Nationals with a master’s team from Texas, and in one 
of the world’s biggest ultimate frisbee tournaments in 
Amsterdam with team Ultimate Palestine. Besides these 
tournaments, we try to put together local tournaments, but 
it is difficult with the limited number of local teams. 

Kuwait Times: While preparing for a game, do you 
emphasize athletic preparation? 

Al-Mulla: Year-round, Pampered Cats train up to three 
times a week. This includes one day a week of intensive 
physical training to improve our stamina, agility, speed and 
overall physical performance. This training, both physical 
and technical, is led by our incredible team coach, Christian 
Varon, who has helped prepare us for the physicality of 
playing on the international stage. 

Kuwait Times: Are there any long-term goals or plans 
for the future? 

Al-Mulla: Our upcoming goal, now that we have won 
the biggest regional tournament, is to get Pampered Cats in 
more international championships. There are many amazing 
tournaments around the world that we have our hearts set 
on, and we are hoping we catch the eye of a sponsor that 
can help us achieve these aspirations. Pampered Cats’ 
long-term plans include recruiting more young people who 

can keep this sport alive in Kuwait.  
We want to reach out to schools and universities and 

harness the energy of the youth in a sport virtually 
untapped in Kuwait - one that can open many doors and 
opportunities for Kuwait’s young athletes to excel up to 
the international level. I welcome any young women read-
ing this to reach out to me about the women’s-only training 
that I am holding for free every week. I also invite young 
men to contact Pampered Cats and be a part of the mixed 
team’s training. We have a great foundational structure to 
get anyone new to the sport of ultimate frisbee started. 

Kuwait Times:  Your last message to our readers. 
Al-Mulla: You do not need to be an established athlete 

to play ultimate frisbee; you just need the right spirit!

PHILADELPHIA: Fletcher Cox #91 of the Philadelphia Eagles sacks Aaron Rodgers #12 of the Green Bay Packers during 
the second quarter at Lincoln Financial Field on November 27, 2022. —AFP


