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South Korea’s forward #09 Cho Gue-sung (left) fights 
for the ball with Ghana’s midfielder #05 Thomas 
Partey during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H foot-
ball match on November 28, 2022. 

South Korea fans react after the Qatar 2022 World 
Cup Group H football match between South Korea 
and Ghana on November 28, 2022. 

South Korean and Ghana supporters pose for a pho-
tograph in the Waqif souk on November 28, 2022 dur-
ing the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament. 

Serbia’s forward #10 Dusan Tadic falls down during the 
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match between 
Cameroon and Serbia on November 28, 2022. 

A Brazil supporter kisses a replica of the World Cup 
trophy as he waits for the start of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group G football match between Brazil 
and Switzerland.

Brazil edge out Switzerland  
to book World Cup last 16

Vinicius’ goal disallowed following a VAR check 

FIFA President Gianni Infantino talks with Qatar’s Amir 
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group G football match between Brazil and 
Switzerland at Stadium 974 in Doha on November 28, 
2022. — AFP photos

DOHA: A Brazil side lacking spark without the injured 
Neymar needed a late strike from Casemiro to edge 
out Switzerland 1-0 on Monday as the five-time win-
ners secured their place in the World Cup last 16 with 
one game to spare. The Brazilians had been frustrated 
by an obdurate Swiss side at Doha’s Stadium 974 and 
it looked as if they would have to settle for a point 
after a Vinicius Junior strike in the second half was dis-
allowed for offside following a VAR check. 

But then, with seven minutes remaining, Bruno 
Guimaraes flicked the ball on to Casemiro just inside 
the box and the Manchester United midfielder’s volley 
flew into the net with the help of a slight but significant 
deflection off Manuel Akanji. Tite’s side are just the 
second team to qualify for the last 16 after France and 
the only side apart from the holders to have won both 
group matches so far in Qatar. With six points they 
will be tempted to rest players for their final Group G 
game against Cameroon on Friday, when a draw will 
secure them top spot. 

Switzerland, meanwhile, failed to muster a shot on 
target but remain on course to qualify too, with the 3-
3 draw between Serbia and Cameroon earlier meaning 
a win against the Serbians will take Murat Yakin’s side 
through and a draw may also suffice. They have made 
a habit of making at least the first knockout round at 
major tournaments, while Brazil are in Qatar to win a 
sixth World Cup and nothing less will do. 

The Selecao were always going to miss Neymar, 
although coach Tite has said he is confident the Paris 
Saint-Germain superstar will recover from his ankle 
injury to play a part again at the finals. After the class 

of Richarlison made the difference in their 
opening win over Serbia, this was a 

reminder for the 

Brazilians of the 
strength in depth in the 
European game. Four years ago, before 
being dumped out by Belgium in the quarter-finals, 
they were also held by Switzerland in the group stage. 

Yakin’s side therefore had no reason to fear Brazil, 
who introduced Manchester United midfielder Fred 
into their line-up in place of Neymar. As a result they 
were set up in a 4-3-3 formation, with Fred and Lucas 
Paqueta either side of Casemiro, while Eder Militao - 

habitually a centre-back for Real Madrid - stood in for 
the injured Danilo at right-back. There were only 
flashes of what Brazil could do in a frustrating first half, 
with the loudest cheers from the masses of supporters 
in yellow and green in the stands coming when the big 
screen showed two-time World Cup-winning striker 
Ronaldo in the stands. 

Vinicius had the best chance of the opening period 
when he connected with a Raphinha cross at the back 
post in the 27th minute, but Yann Sommer tipped the 
Real Madrid winger’s effort behind. Switzerland were 
without one of their main creative sparks in Xherdan 
Shaqiri, who was missing due to an apparent thigh 
problem and replaced by Fabian Rieder. That Tite was 
not satisfied with Brazil’s first-half showing was clear 

when he hooked Paqueta at half-time and sent on 
Rodrygo. 

The 21-year-old was involved when Brazil thought 
they had taken the lead just after the hour mark, help-
ing gain possession in midfield before Casemiro 
released Vinicius to run through and beat Sommer. But 
the celebrations were cut shot as the goal was disal-
lowed by VAR for an offside against Richarlison. Tite 
turned to his bench and sent on more fresh attackers 
in Gabriel Jesus and Antony, but the goal finally arrived 

from one of the least 
likely sources in 
Casemiro and Brazil 

saw out a deserved 
victory. —AFP  

DOHA: Brazil’s defender #14 Eder Militao and Switzerland’s forward #07 Breel 
Embolo fight for the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football 
match between Brazil and Switzerland on November 28, 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Mohammed Kudus scored twice as Ghana 
beat South Korea 3-2 in a pulsating World Cup 
encounter on Monday to keep their World Cup 
hopes alive and leave Paulo Bento’s side facing an 
early exit. Mohammed Salisu opened the scoring 
against the run of play midway through the first half 
at Education City Stadium and Ajax midfielder 
Kudus doubled the Black Stars’ lead. 

But the Asian side, who looked toothless in the 
first half, roared back after the break, pulling level 
through a quickfire double from forward Cho Gue-
sung either side of the hour mark. Ghana looked 
shell-shocked as the Korean fans celebrated wildly 
but they were back in front in the 68th minute when 
Kudus finished calmly at the back post after Inaki 
Williams failed to connect with a cross from the left. 
The result takes Ghana into second in Group H on 
three points. 

Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal will have six points 
and secure qualification for the last 16 if they beat 
Uruguay in the later kick-off in Qatar. Despite their 
efforts, South Korea look likely to crash out of the 
tournament at the group stage for the third straight 
World Cup. The Asian side, captained by Son 
Heung-min, were quicker to settle, forcing a succes-
sion of corners as they dominated possession but 

they were unable to fashion a shot on target in the 
entire first half. 

Son looked uncomfortable in the black face mask 
he is wearing after having surgery for a facial injury 
he suffered while playing for Spurs, constantly 
readjusting it. Ghana, who lost their opener 3-2 to 
Portugal, struggled to gain a foothold in the game. 
But the match totally changed complexion in the 
24th minute when the impressive Jordan Ayew, 
playing down the left for Ghana, swung in a cross 
following a free-kick. 

South Korea failed to clear and Southampton 
centre-back Salisu finished with his left foot, spark-

ing wild scenes of celebration among the Ghana 
fans decked out in red, white and green. The goal 
revitalized the African nation, who reached the 
quarter-finals in 2010, with South Korea struggling 
to deal with their physicality and direct approach. 
Now playing with flair and confidence, Ghana 
poured forward and doubled their lead in the 34th 
minute when Kudus powered a header home after a 
pin-point Jordan Ayew cross from the left. 

Captain Andre Ayew - the brother of Jordan - 
called his men into a team huddle on the pitch and 
the players got soaked by the sprinklers before they 
went off for their half-time beak. The Koreans at last 
produced an effort on target in the 53rd minute, 
when goalkeeper Lawrence Ati Zigi punched away 
a header from Cho. But the Korean found the net 
just minutes later, heading home a cross from sub-
stitute Lee Kang-in, who had just been brought on 
by Bento. And they were level just three minutes lat-
er when Cho headed home Kim Jin-su’s ball from 
the left, sparking scenes of delirium among the 
Korean fans. 

Now Ghana were rocking but they restored their 
lead midway through the second half through Kudus. 
South Korea came back again. Zigi was forced into a 
scrambling save to push away a free-kick while 
Salisu cleared off the line. The fourth official held up 
a board for 10 minutes of added time. South Korea 
continued to pour forward but they could not find 
the net and a number of their players collapsed to 
the turf at the final whistle. Bento was sent off for 
protesting at the end of the match. — AFP  

Ghana stun South  
Korea in a thriller

AL-RAYYAN: Ghana’s defender #04 Mohammed Salisu 
(right) scores his team’s first goal during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group H football match between 
South Korea and Ghana on November 28, 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Cameroon kept their hopes of making the last 
16 of the World Cup alive on Monday after fighting 
back from two goals down to draw a thrilling Group G 
encounter with Serbia 3-3. Rigobert Song’s team 
looked almost dead and buried after goals from 
Strahinja Pavlovic, Sergej Milinkovic-Savic and 
Aleksandar Mitrovic gave Serbia a 3-1 lead early in the 
second half. But substitute Vincent Aboubakar and 
Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting snatched a draw with two 
quick-fire strikes just after the hour mark to leave both 
Cameroon and Serbia on a single point, two behind 
group leaders Brazil and Switzerland. 

Had they lost, Cameroon would have been relying 
on the Swiss beating Brazil in order to not be eliminat-
ed with a game to spare, but instead the west Africans 
still have a chance of getting out of the group stage for 
the first time since 1990. Cameroon have a tough task 

ahead as they play Brazil in their final match, which 
according to reports they will play without first-choice 
goalkeeper Andre Onana who was dropped from the 
matchday squad just hours before kick-off following 
an unspecified disciplinary issue. 

Media reports suggest that Onana has been sent 
home from the World Cup after a disagreement with 
Song, but that pre-match turmoil didn’t stop Cameroon 
putting in a fighting display against a Serbia team who 
probably deserved to win on the balance of play. 
Mitrovic was almost invisible in Serbia’s defeat to 
Brazil but here he was involved from kick-off, the 
Fulham forward unlucky not to give Serbia the lead in 
the 11th minute when he crashed a shot off the post 
from a tight angle following a neat exchange of passes 
with Dusan Tadic. 

But Mitrovic only had himself to blame for not 
opening the scoring six minutes later, shanking an 
awful first-time finish wide when, after a mix up in the 
Cameroon defense, the ball dropped at his feet with 
only Onana’s replacement Devis Epassy to beat. And 
Castelletto punished the Serbs for Mitrovic’s miss in 
the 29th minute with the simplest of finishes after 
ghosting in at the back post to meet Nicolas Nkoulou’s 
flick-on at a corner. 

Pierre Kunde then passed up a golden opportunity 

to double Cameroon’s lead in the 43rd minute when he 
first shot straight at goalkeeper Vanja Milinkovic-Savic 
and then smashed the rebound wide. It was 
Cameroon’s turn to be undone at a set-piece as the 
half crept into first-half stoppage time when Pavlovic 
brilliantly headed home Dusan Tadic’s floated free-
kick. The Serbs’ tails were up and Sergej Milinkovic-
Savic flipped the match on its head two minutes later 
with a superb left-footed finish after Andre-Frank 
Zambo Anguissa sloppily gave the ball away just out-
side his own penalty area. Mitrovic finally had the goal 
his strong display deserved seven minutes after the 
break, tapping in Andrija Zivkovic’s pass unopposed at 
the end of beautiful move guided by Milinkovic-Savic 
and Tadic. The match looked over but from nowhere 
Cameroon sprung back into life thanks to Aboubakar’s 
odd goal. 

The Al Nassr forward raced through onto 
Castelletto’s launched pass over the top and scooped 
an improbable finish over the Serbia ‘keeper, beaming 
with delight after his goal was awarded following a 
VAR check. Aboubakar’s pace caused Serbia all kinds 
of problems and he laid on Choupo-Moting’s leveller, 
bursting down the right and laying on a simple finish 
for the Bayern Munich forward which sparked wild 
celebrations on the pitch and in the stands. — AFP 

Cameroon, Serbia 
draw 3-3 in World  
Cup thriller 


