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Kuwaitization of consultants at the 
Municipality a success, nears 100%
Assembly approves host of proposals • First grilling ends without any motion

By B Izzak & KUNA 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaitization covering consultants at 
the legal department of Kuwait Municipality will hit 
100 percent in less than a year, Minister of State 
for Municipal Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Mojel said on 
Tuesday. The minister, speaking during a parlia-
mentary session, revealed the number of advisors 
at the Municipality reached 127, in addition to three 
expatriates, adding the contracts of the foreigners 
will expire in less than a year.  

The National Assembly, during its Tuesday’s 
regular session, approved a number of submitted 
proposals, including a request that the committee 
for protecting public funds prepare a detailed 
report about alleged embezzlements at the Public 
Institution for Social Security. MP Abdullah Al-
Mudhaf also asked the committee for protecting 
public funds to discuss contradictions of edicts and 
legislations regarding public funds issues.  

Another proposal addressed to the health affairs 
commission asked to probe purported failure to 
enforce the laws and alleged mismanagement at the 
department of food and nutrition. MP Adel Al-

Damkhi, head of the budgets and final account com-
mittee, requested the commission probe rules for oil 
and gas exploration, production and marketing. 
MPs approved a proposal by MP Khalil Al-Saleh, 
the chairperson of the women’s affairs committee, 
requesting examination of Kuwaiti women’s rights, 
namely with respect of housing and employment. 

Other requests dealt with failure to raise pay-
ments for holders of master’s and PhD degrees and 
abstention from promoting diploma holders. 
Moreover, the parliament agreed to a letter from 
MP Jenan Boushehri to task the legislative affairs 
committee to probe failure in proceeding with 
challenges at the court of cassation.  

Meanwhile, Minister of Public Works and Electricity 
and Water Amani Bugammaz on Tuesday survived the 
first grilling in the new National Assembly after denying 
charges she wasted millions of dinars in public funds in 
favor of a foreign company she worked for as a consult-
ant before she became a minister. Following the debate 
of the grilling, six MPs signed a no-confidence motion, 
but was not filed, as it needed four more lawmakers to 
be submitted. No recommendations were also filed. 

Continued on Page 6 

LONDON: Fewer than half of people in England and 
Wales identify as Christian, according to census data 
released on Tuesday, underlining a landmark shift 
towards secularism in multicultural Britain. The find-
ings from the 10-yearly census, carried out in 2021, 
came just over a month after Rishi Sunak became 
Britain’s first Hindu prime minister. They showed rapid 
growth among the Muslim population. However, “no 
religion” was the second most common response 
after “Christian”, the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) said. 

Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell said it was no 
“great surprise” that the Christian proportion was 
declining over time. But he said that, facing a cost-of-
living crisis and war in Europe, people still needed 
spiritual sustenance. “We will be there for them, in 
many cases, providing food and warmth. And at 
Christmas, millions of people will still come to our 
services,” said the Anglican Church’s second-ranking 
cleric. But the group Humanists UK, which campaigns 
for the rights of non-religious people, said the gov-
ernment should take on board policy implications.  

Those included government backing for religious 
schools and for the established Church of England, its 
chief executive Andrew Copson said. “Iran is the only 
other state in the world that has clerics voting in its 
legislature. And no other country in the world 
requires compulsory Christian worship in (non-reli-
gious) schools as standard,” he said. “This census 
result should be a wake-up call which prompts fresh 
reconsiderations of the role of religion in society.” 

Some 27.5 million people, or 46.2 percent in 
England and Wales, described themselves as 
Christian, down 13.1 percentage points from 2011. “No 
religion” rose by 12 points to 37.2 percent or 22.2 mil-
lion, while Muslims stood at 3.9 million or 6.5 percent 
of the population, up from 4.9 percent before. The 
next most common responses were Hindu (1.0 million) 
and Sikh (524,000), while Buddhists overtook Jewish 
people (273,000 and 271,000 respectively). 

“Obviously the UK is a diverse country and that is 
to be welcomed, and that includes diversity of religion 
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Christians a minority 
in England, number 
of Muslims growing

KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah receives Saudi Ambassador 
to Kuwait Prince Sultan Al-Saud on Nov 29, 2022.  — KUNA 

Amir receives 
message from 
Saudi King 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has received a 
written message from Saudi King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud dealing with the 
brotherly relations and deep-rooted his-
toric bonds between the two countries and 
peoples. The message touched on means of 
boosting further these close relations in 
various spheres. It was handed over by 
Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan 
Al-Saud to Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace on 
Tuesday.  — KUNA 

DOHA: Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s Energy Minister and CEO of QatarEnergy, 
and Ryan Lance, CEO of ConocoPhillips, exchange documents during a press 
conference on Nov 29, 2022. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Mourners gather around the bodies of Palestinians killed by 
the Zionist army forces outside a morgue in the occupied West Bank on 
Nov 29, 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Qatar on Tuesday announced 
its first major deal to send liquefied 
natural gas to Germany as Europe 
scrambles to find alternatives to 
Russian energy sources. Qatar’s 
Energy Minister Saad Sherida Al-
Kaabi said up to two million tons of 
gas a year would be sent for at least 
15 years from 2026, and that state-run 
QatarEnergy was discussing other 
possible deals for Europe’s biggest 
economy. 

Kaabi, who is also QatarEnergy’s 

chief executive, said so many 
European and Asian countries now 
want natural gas that he did not have 
enough negotiators to cope. The talks 
for the latest deal took several months 
as Germany has resisted the long-
term contracts that Qatar normally 
demands to justify its massive invest-
ment in the industry. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February increased pressure on the 
German government to find new 
sources. And the latest deal will not 
help the country get through the 
looming winter. The gas will be 
bought through US firm 
ConocoPhillips, a long-term partner 
with QatarEnergy, and sent to a new 
terminal that Germany is hurrying to 
finish at Brunsbuttel.  

Continued on Page 6 

Qatar signs  
gas deal for 
Germany

RAMALLAH: Zionist troops shot 
dead four Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank Tuesday, Palestinian offi-
cials said, and a Palestinian motorist 
was killed after wounding a Zionist 
soldier, Zionist medics and the army 
said. The West Bank has suffered spi-
raling violence this year, with near 
daily Zionist army raids leading to 
scores of deaths of Palestinians. 

In Kafr Ein, near Ramallah, two 
brothers were killed by Zionist fire, 

the Palestinian health ministry said. A 
third man died of bullet wounds to the 
head fired by Zionist troops in Beit 
Ummar, while a fourth Palestinian died 
after being shot in the chest by Zionist 
soldiers on Tuesday afternoon during 
clashes north of Ramallah, the min-
istry said in separate statements. 

Palestinian news agency Wafa 
named the man killed near Ramallah 
as Raed Ghazi Al-Naasan. Wafa 
named the other dead man as Mufid 
Mahmud Khalil, 44, from the Beit 
Ummar area. The health ministry iden-
tified the dead in Kafr Ein as brothers 
Jawad Abdulrahman Rimawi, 22, and 
Dhafer Abdul Rahman Rimawi, 21. 

Continued on Page 6 

Zionists kill 5 
Palestinians

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
cast doubt on Baghdad’s commitment to secure their 
common border during talks Tuesday in Tehran with new 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani. Ties 
between the two neighbors have lately been strained by 

tensions over Iran carrying out cross-border strikes 
against exiled Kurdish opposition groups it accuses of 
fomenting unrest at home. Responding to a pledge by 
Sudani that he would not allow Iraqi territory to be used 
to undermine Iran’s security, Khamenei said: 
“Unfortunately, this is currently occurring in some parts 
of Iraq”. Sudani’s meeting with the supreme leader fol-
lowed talks with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi during 
which they identified fighting “terrorism”, mutual security 
and economic cooperation as key priorities. 

Sudani was on his first official visit to Tehran after 
becoming prime minister last month, following a year-
long tussle between political factions over forming a gov-
ernment following an Oct 2021 general election. “From 
our perspective and that of the Iraqi government, securi-

ty, peace, cooperation and regional stability are very 
important,” Raisi told a  joint news conference. Sudani 
said that “our government is determined not to allow any 
group or party to use Iraqi territory to undermine and 
disrupt Iran’s security.”  

Since nationwide protests erupted in Iran more than 
two months ago, officials have accused Kurdish opposi-
tion groups exiled in northern Iraq of stoking the unrest 
and the Islamic republic has repeatedly launched deadly 
cross-border strikes. Strikes targeting Iranian-Kurdish 
groups in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region resumed 
this month, even after Iraq’s federal government sum-
moned Iran’s ambassador in late September to complain 
about cross-border missile and drone hits that killed at 
least seven people. — AFP 

Khamenei takes 
Iraq PM to task 
over security 



Zain showcases its
career opportunities to
attract national talents 
KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service
provider, announced its platinum sponsorship of

the fifth Career and Studies Opportunities Expo
(CSO5) organized by the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET) under the
patronage of Minister of Education and Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr
Hamad Al-Adwani. Zain was present at the expo to
showcase its available career opportunities to
attract national talents.

Zain joined the expo’s opening ceremony, held at

PAAET’s main theater in Shuwaikh, attended by
PAAET Acting Director Dr Jasem Al-Ansari, Acting
GM for Academic Support Services and Acting
Deputy Director for Planning and Development and
Head of the expo’s organizing committee Dr Jasem
Al-Ostath, and Zain Group’s Chief Human Resources
Officer Nawal Bourisli. 

CSO5, organized by the Graduates Follow-up and
Labor Market Directorate of the Planning and
Development Division, is considered one of Kuwait’s
biggest career fairs, attracting thousands of students
and graduates from PAAET, Kuwait University, and
the nation’s various universities and academic insti-
tutions. The expo features the biggest employers
from both the public and private sectors, including
ministries, government entities, colleges, investment
firms, telecom operators, banks, and more. 

Zain was present at the event to present students
and graduates with available job vacancies, as well
as to showcase great career opportunities at its sub-
sidiaries and premium partners. The company intro-
duced visitors to its leading experience in the tele-
com sector and its internal policy and wonderful
workplace environment. Zain’s team also provided a
detailed explanation of the nature of work at various
departments and divisions and answered questions

and inquiries. 
Zain is always eager to participate in career fairs

all year round as part of its Human Resources strate-
gy, which closely focuses on supporting the educa-
tion sector hand in hand with various universities,
colleges, and educational institutions in Kuwait to
provide students and graduates with great career
opportunities. CSO5 aims at creating the biggest
gathering of employers and education institutions
under one roof to inform students and graduates of
the market’s needs and showcase available career
and higher education opportunities in the local pub-
lic and private sectors. 

The expo seeks to support students and gradu-
ates to overcome challenges when seeking new
careers and help them find the job that best suits
their passion, skills, and academic major. The event
also offers students with training opportunities,
workshops, and seminars, while also informing
employers of PAAET’s various majors and skillsets.
Zain is committed to playing an active role in the
investment in the human capital of Kuwait. The com-
pany seeks to provide young and eager Kuwaitis
with job opportunities that allow them to apply their
talents, achieve their potential, and fully develop
their capabilities. 
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HH the Crown Prince receives Ambassador of Kuwait
to Malaysia Rashed Mohammad Al-Saleh.

HH the Crown Prince receives Ambassador of Kuwait
to Myanmar Mubarak Muhanna Al-Adwani. 

HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of
Pakistan.

HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of
Botswana. 

HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of Laos. HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of Australia. HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of Sudan.
HH the Crown Prince meets ambassador of
Azerbaijan.
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KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Tuesday at his office Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who presented to HH the Crown
Prince the newly appointed heads of diplomatic and consular missions. The missions’ heads included Ambassador of Kuwait to Malaysia Rashed Mohammad Al-Saleh and Ambassador of Kuwait to Myanmar Mubarak
Muhanna Al-Adwani, who swore the oath on the occasion of taking office. HH the Crown Prince also received on Tuesday at his office credentials of newly assigned ambassadors of Pakistan, Botswana, Australia, Sudan
and Azerbaijan. — KUNA 

Crown Prince meets Kuwaiti, foreign envoys

Zain presented job opportunities to attract local talents.Dr Jasem Al-Ansari, Dr Jasem Al-Ostath and Nawal Bourisli with Zain’s HR team.

KUWAIT: Awqaf Secretary General Sager Al-Sejari during a ceremony for announcing the winners. —KUNA  

Special care for
memorization
of Holy Quran 
KUWAIT: Kuwait, namely the leadership and the
people of the country, has devoted special care for
memorizing the Holy Quran and supporting and

encouraging the memorizers, Minister of Justice
Abdulaziz Al-Majed said on Tuesday. Majed, also the
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and Minister of
State for Nazaha, was speaking in a statement
addressed on his behalf by Awqaf Secretary General
Sager Al-Sejari during a ceremony for declaring the
winners of the 25th edition of Kuwait Quran Grand
Contest, sponsored by HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Up to 2,222 contestants
took part in the competition, with 232 memorizers win-
ning awards, in addition to 20 institutions. — KUNA 

KIPIC exports
first shipment of
low-sulfur fuel
KUWAIT: Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Industries
Company (KIPIC) has exported the first shipment of
low-sulfur fuel produced at Al-Zour refinery.
Abdullah Al-Ajmi, KIPIC’s official spokesperson,
told KUNA that the shipment was destined for
Singapore, adding that the boarding tanker
belonged to British Petroleum Singapore. The giant
ship docked at Al-Zour terminal on Monday and was
filled with the low-sulfur cargo Tuesday morning.

The export is a significant accomplishment that
would pave the way for the Kuwaiti oil derivatives to
be exported to Europe and the global market, and
this in turn would bolster Kuwait’s status as a credi-
ble partner in the world energy markets. — KUNA 



By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Mirzaam, the largest decor and interior
design expo in Kuwait will return for its third edi-
tion at Kuwait International Fairgrounds from Dec
6 to 10. The five-day expo will feature booths from
multiple decor and interior design stores. “The year
2022 welcomes Mirzaam Expo as never before,
especially after the challenging phase the world
went through during COVID-19. We are thrilled to
come back after two years of closure that hap-
pened directly after our last expo in 2020,” design-
er Farah Al-Humaidhi, Founder of Mirzaam Expo,
said at a press conference.

“We have learned during the epidemic that you
will never know what tomorrow holds, which
allowed my team and I to think about how to pres-
ent the 2022 Mirzaam Expo, to present products
and services as never before to serve consumers
and users in this sector,” she said. “We are working
on creating the right path for Mirzaam to turn it
from a local and national expo into a regional and
international expo. Mirzaam will have branches to
allow visitors to benefit from its services all year
long and not only once a year inside and outside

Kuwait,” she added.
Humaidhi revealed “Mirzaamiat” is a mini expo

to be held soon. “The mini expo will be seasonal
and specialized. The first mini expo will  be
‘Mirzaamiat Ramadan’ to be held on March 1, 2023
before the holy month of Ramadan at 360 mall,”
she said. She promised a different experience this
year for visitors, making sure the expo is a reflec-
tion of all aspects of design, so that visitors can live

the experience to its fullest details.
In 2020, the number of daily visitors reached

40,000, and the number of total visitors for the
past two expos was around 260,000. The organ-
izers are confident that this year’s expo will be the
biggest, spread over an area of more than 20,000
square meters. This is  the largest area for
Mirzaam so far, with more than 200 distinguished
booths and spaces encompassing more than 20
different categories in the world of interior design
and decor.

Mirzaam will save visitors the time spent at dif-
ferent stores, shopping and driving, and will also
facilitate the search process by providing every-
thing they need under one roof. Any contracts that
will be signed or agreed upon for finishing and fur-
nishing homes under the roof of Mirzaam will
increase the chances of buyers to win prizes worth
more than KD 10,000, in addition to entering the
biggest draw, where one lucky winner will get the
latest Volvo car.

Many participants will present exclusive offers
and raffle draws in their spaces at Mirzaam Expo.
Also, a special area has been allocated for children
for many educational and fun activities. The pres-

ence of nursing mothers was also taken into con-
sideration, and a comfortable space for breastfeed-
ing has been allocated for mothers and their babies.

Mirzaam also will have restaurants and cafes. In
addition, several booths and spaces have been
devoted to universities that teach interior design
and architecture in Kuwait to display their curricula
and the works of their students, and special spaces
are devoted to workshops and lectures that will
benefit students and visitors in general.

Telecommunications company Zain will be the
platinum sponsor for the third time of Mizraam
Expo, providing visitors with the latest tech in the
world of smart homes and smart housing, in addi-
tion to Al-Wazzan United Company, Hassan Abul
Group and Abyat. Banking sponsor Boubyan Bank
will offer the best banking services and financing
solutions, alongside providing courses and consul-
tations related to the field of construction and inte-
rior design by specialists, and organizing daily
draws throughout the expo with prizes of more
than KD 10,000. As for the strategic sponsors, they
are Volvo Cars and BNK Automotive. Golden spon-
sors are Waseet Pools, Tima Pools, Design Hub and
National Industries Ceramics.
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Bigger and better: Mirzaam Expo
2022 returns with third edition

More than 200 exhibitors participating • Buyers can win prizes worth more than KD 10,000

Founder of Mirzaam Expo Farah Al-Humaidhi.

KUWAIT: Farah Al-Humaidhi with representatives of sponsors of the expo. Attendees of the press conference.

Kuwait support
for Palestinian
cause hailed
By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami
Tahboub said during the “Kuwait and the Palestinian
Cause” event organized by the Center for Gulf Studies
and the Arabian Peninsula at Kuwait University on
Tuesday that “this celebration reflects the depth and
strength of distinguished Kuwaiti-Palestinian relations,
which began at the beginning of the last century when
donations were collected for the restoration of Al-
Aqsa Mosque. We then moved to the arrival of the first
delegation of Palestinian teachers to Kuwait in 1936
and the beginning of the establishment of the educa-
tion system in Kuwait as well.”

He added: “Kuwait never stopped for a moment in
supporting the Palestinian cause or people, whether
politically or economically. Therefore, it will remain
one of the main supporters of the Palestinian cause,”
stressing “Palestine clings firmly to those relations”.

Tahboub indicated that what distinguishes Kuwaiti-
Palestinian relations is that Kuwait embraced the
Palestinian revolution, as the Fatah movement was
launched from Kuwait, and the first office of the
Palestine Liberation Organization in the world was
established in Kuwait. He explained that Kuwait is the
only Arab country that allowed Palestinian political
action on its land, and this indicates the importance of
the Palestinian cause as well. He pointed out that
Kuwait is dealing with the Palestinian revolution as if it
is its own revolution.

Head of the Center for Gulf Studies and the Arabian
Peninsula at Kuwait University Faisal Abu Salib said
the center organized this event on the occasion of the
revival of the International Day of Solidarity with the

Palestinian People, which is held in cooperation with
the Embassy of Palestine in Kuwait.

“This occasion comes as an opportunity for us at
Kuwait University to reaffirm Kuwait’s support for
the Palestinian cause, especially since this event is
held under the title ‘Kuwait and the Palestinian
Cause’, in addition to organizing a mini festival with
the participation of a number of speakers to confirm
Kuwait’s support for the Palestinian cause and the
just rights of the Palestinian people. This event is an
important opportunity to confirm Kuwait’s position
in advocating the rights of the Palestinian people,”

Abu Salib said.
Member of the Kuwaiti Progressive Movement

Ahmad Al-Deyain said: “Celebrating the occasion only
without there being a serious commitment to tangible
solidarity with the right of the Palestinian people to
establish an independent state with Jerusalem as its
capital - we consider it diplomatic hypocrisy that has
nothing to do with deserved solidarity.” He stressed
the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People is supposed to be a day for Arab peoples to
remember martyrs and remind them of the need to
support the steadfastness of the Palestinians and reject
any form of normalization with the Zionist entity.

Islamic scholar and preacher Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Awadhi pointed that there cannot be a political or
social movement that demands the truth and the
removal of injustice unless it possesses the right and
has constants. He added the Palestinian cause will not
fall with the passage of time, but on the contrary, “it
makes us hold on more and more until the elimination
of Zionist colonialism from Palestinian lands”. He said
Kuwait has a distinguished and advanced position in
supporting the Palestinian cause, out of the belief in
justice and support, and the right of the Palestinian
people to end grievances against them. 

Rami Tahboub
Sheikh Mohammad 

Al-Awadhi

Two more parts
of book on Dr Suad
Al-Sabah published
KUWAIT: After the publication of the first edi-
tion of the book ‘Suad the human, lover of the
nation’ last year, Dar Al-Sabah publication cen-
ter has announced that two more parts have
been published as well. While the first part shed
new light on Dr Suad Al-Sabah’s personality
and her participation for around 35 years. The
books included her cultural role as a supporter
of culture, human rights and lover of her coun-
try Kuwait.

The two new parts will
discuss her experience as
a creative icon whose
poetic roots have been
noted in the Arabic cul-
tural scene with around
20 diwans. Former Prime
Minister of Egypt Abdel
Aziz Hegazi said: “Suad
Al-Sabah loves her coun-
try and will give her all
for it - if any harm is
done to Kuwait, she will express through her
poetry her deep sadness.”

Writer Ihsan Abdel Quddous said: “She enrich-
es her love for her nation, represented by her feel-
ings and passion for the Arab world as a whole as
well.” Lebanese academic Dr Hind Adeeb said:
“She is a flame that does not stop lighting the
whole Arab world to bring victory to her people.
She used to go from female to male gatherings to
ideological gatherings in the Arab world, as she is
still connected to the popular voice.”

Dr Suad Al-Sabah

WHO Kuwait and
MoH host ‘Health
Leadership’ program
KUWAIT: Under the guidance of the ministry of health and
in partnership with the Gulf Health Council, the World Health
Organization (WHO) Country Office for Kuwait, in collabo-
ration with the UN System Staff College (UNSSC) and
Johns Hopkins University delivered the second leadership
training program under the title of “Health Leadership for
Positive Change”.

In opening remarks, Dr Rihab Al-Wotayan, Director
International Health Relations at the Ministry of Health, said:
“The ministry of health is incredibly proud of the hard work-
ing, talented and selfless professionals we have. It is critical
for any organization to identify and to cultivate leaders from
within, which is exactly why the MoH has been very keen in
making the ‘Health Leadership for Positive Change’ a staple

of the workshops offered to MoH staff. This workshop is
unique in how it combines different sectors, professions and
levels of seniority all under one roof, allowing the partici-
pants to see, hear and discuss different point of views with
their colleagues, creating a sense of comradery which will
continue long past this workshop. 

“And all of this is done under the guidance of top interna-
tional professionals from the MoH, WHO, UNSCC and Johns
Hopkins University, ensuring an incredibly valuable experi-
ence for all of those involved. And, most importantly, ensuring
our main stakeholders, the citizens and residents of Kuwait,
will continue to have access to health leaders that are of an
international standard.”

Speaking on this occasion, Dr Assad Hafeez, WHO
Representative to Kuwait, said: “We hope that with the sus-
tained delivery of this course across cohorts of senior level
officials at ministries of health in the region, we institute key
competencies for leadership in public health that are respon-
sive to the challenges unique to our populations. We have
gathered experts from across the disciplinary board to deliv-
er the tools and best practices that have evidenced impactful
public health results.”

KUWAIT: Participants in the “Health Leadership for Positive Change” training program.

Conference on
digestive system
tumors to be held
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The health ministry announced
the 4th Kuwait international conference on
the latest developments in treating digestive
system tumors from Dec 1 until Dec 3,
where an elite group of international
experts from international cancer centers
will share their experiences in facing these
types of tumors.

Conference Chairman and Oncologist at
Kuwait Center for Cancer Control Dr
Medhat Otaifa said the conference will be
held under the patronage of Health Minister
Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi and present a com-
prehensive roadmap to achieve the best
results in treating cancers of the digestive
system, as successful delicate surgeries play
an important role in recovery.

Dr Otaifa said the main goal of this con-
ference is presenting a comprehensive
review about the most recent methods of
fighting digestive system tumors to face
major challenges when treating some
advanced cancers, which requires the use of
supporting treatment prior to surgeries. He
said the conference is important for present-

ing modern and differ-
ent methods in treat-
ing tumors of the rec-
tum, which includes
supervision and pre-
ventive and delicate
local resection using
surgical endoscopes.

Dr Otaifa said
tumor surgeries and
their specialties rep-
resent the highest

level of effective medical service for cancer
patients, as each surgical procedure is spe-
cially designed for each patient according
to the type and stage of the disease. He said
esophagus and stomach tumors are among
the most prevalent health problems, as they
are the second-most cause for deaths, tak-
ing into consideration a notable increase in
the number of deaths in East Asian coun-
tries compared to Europe and the US. 

He said the last decade saw a notable
advancement in the methods of treating
such cancers, be it at the diagnosis level and
the staging of tumors and development of
suitable surgical treatment. Dr Otaifa said
surgical endoscopes and robots are used as
an alternative to surgeries in treating this
type of cancer in the early stages in order to
achieve higher recovery rates. He said colon
and rectum tumors are considered the most
fatal cancers and most common among can-
cer patients, but most respond well to deli-
cate surgical treatment.

Dr Medhat Otaifa

KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub speaks with the attendees.
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News in brief

Fire in Hawally building

KUWAIT: A fire broke out in a nine-storey
building in Hawally. Teams from Hawally and
Salmiya stations were sent to the scene, where
they found the fire started in an apartment on
the second floor. Firemen evacuated the build-
ing and extinguished the blaze. Six people suf-
fered injuries due to suffocation and were
referred to emergency medical technicians.

KFF chief visits injured fireman

KUWAIT: Chief of Kuwait Fire Force Khaled
Al-Mekrad visited on Monday a firefighter, Faisal
Al-Faihan, in Jahra Hospital, who was injured dur-
ing an accident where he was stuck on Abdaly
road, in order to check on his health. Mekrad
conveyed the regards of Interior Minister Sheikh
Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, who has been follow-
ing his condition and wished him quick recovery.
Doctors expect him to leave hospital soon after
spinal cord surgery was successful.

Sheep market removed

KUWAIT: The municipal emergency team
quickly intervened to remove a makeshift sheep
market on Wafra Road. The supervising team
removed 60 fences and three camps of workers,
while final warnings and a period of one week
to remove fodder were given.

By Zainab Behbehani

KUWAIT: Children’s cartoons and media programs
play an important role in forming children’s personal-
ities while growing up. As these programs include
many ideas that vary between negative and positive,
especially with the availability of media channels that
are not supervised, the negative ideas may affect the
child’s personality, particularly in relation to human
and educational principles and values, so the child is
more ready to accept abnormal behaviors such as
violence, killings and negative relations.

To speak about the negative effects of media pro-
grams on children, Kuwait Times met psychological
therapist Zahraa Al-Mousawi, who explained the
effects of such programs and how to prevent them.
Mousawi said it is important to train children on ethi-
cal intelligence in order to polish their personality, in
addition to educating them on the most basic daily
skills that develop their mental and physical abilities
in order to differentiate between right and wrong
from what they receive from the media.

Mousawi said the content that is published in the
media is designed for adults, so it is not good for
children to see it regardless of it being positive or
negative, because it will draw their attention to mat-
ters that are not suitable for their age. “It is important
to find alternatives for the child instead of imposing
bans, which will in turn create negative habits,” she
said, emphasizing the importance of regulating the
number of viewing hours due to their harmful effect
on the child.

Mousawi spoke about the limited number of edu-

cational programs direct-
ed to children in official
media compared to pri-
vate media, proposing the
utilization of street adver-
tising and awareness in
schools, besides on official
channels, to develop the
ethical educational skills
the child needs to become
a shield that protects them
from bad habits.

Kuwait Times also met
several citizens and spoke

with them about preventive means that can be used
regarding the negative contents in children’s pro-
grams. Citizen Tasneem Al-Habeeb said some car-
toons contain indirect messages that aim at creating
behavioral deviations in children, be they sexual, eth-
ical or ideological. She insisted on the importance of
parents selecting the media content presented to
their children, with educational content in a way that
suits their age group, be they video games or videos
in general, in order to protect them against negative
ideas. She also spoke about the importance of par-
ents joining children to watch cartoons and speak
with them about events, informing them about bad
ideas in a way that does not affect their behavior.

Eman Al-Shaye spoke about the negative effects
of cartoons on children’s imagination, especially by
heroic characters, which on the face seem to be posi-
tive, but contain negative acts such as violence and
revenge, besides unethical relations. “Children, being

unaware, imitate these heroic characters, which may
not be suitable to our culture and values,” she said.

On how to protect children against negative ideas,
Shaye said: “Even with media bans for protection,
there is no way to prevent children from being
exposed to negative ideas in this world. It may only
delay their reception of such messages, through pre-
venting them from being exposed to screens or per-
sonal devices, but we cannot limit their freedom. We
as parents must be interested in occupying our chil-
dren’s free time with what benefits and entertains
them,” she said.

Mohammad Behbehani said media programs for
children are introduced by producers who lack
awareness on the effects such programs may have on
children. “Producers of programs are not specialized
in educational or psychological matters, so it is natu-
ral to not have keenness on their part towards the
content given to them,” he said. “I do not agree that
there is a conspiracy theory directed towards chil-
dren or ideas aiming to destroy values and family
principles. But at the same time, I do not deny that
there are negative ideas. But they are not directed, in
my view, to brainwash children,” he added.

Behbehani said it is difficult for parents to control
what is displayed to their children through the media,
be it negative or positive, especially with the large
media flow and accelerating technological develop-
ment that cannot be controlled easily. He said some
good programs are presented in a boring manner,
leading children away from them. So parents began
facing major challenges in pulling children away from
programs that contain negative content.

KFAED inks accord
with UNHCR, Kuwait
charity raises $1m
KUWAIT: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) inked on Tuesday an agree-
ment worth KD 645,000 ($2.1 million) with the UN
Higher Commissioner for Refugees to fund utilities for
the displaced in the Yemeni governorate of Aden.
KFAED Director General Marwan Al-Ghanem said in
a press release that the grant is part of the fund contri-
butions to honor Kuwait’s pledge made on sidelines of
the UN General Assembly’s 75th session to present
KD 6 million ($20 million) for humanitarian aid for
Yemen. The financial allotment will be used for execut-
ing various infrastructural projects in Al-Basateen
region in the province and improve living conditions
for some 70,000 people, including residents, dis-
placed Yemeni people and some foreigners. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity on
Tuesday launched a relief campaign with donations
amounting to KD 330,000 ($ 1 million). A campaigner,
Mohammad Al-Maimouni, told KUNA by telephone
that the number of donors has reached up to 16,000,
indicating that the association distributed 1,100 food
parcels, utensils, blankets and other necessities for the
winter to refugees and displaced Yemenis. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: KFAED and UNHCR officials sign the deal.

Food parcels distributed by Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity.

Zahraa Al-Mousawi

Children increasingly exposed
to negative media content

Concern among parents and therapists on effect on young minds

Kuwaiti beekeeper
explains honey
production process
KUWAIT: With the onset of dawn, swarms of bees
permeate the branches of sidr trees entwined with the
sun’s rays, rushing towards the small yellow flowers
hanging down. From a distance, the view appears as a
slow-motion video that captures pictures of bees
shaking and dancing in front of the flowers. Kuwaiti
beekeeper Salem Al-Oumi describes the bee as a sim-
ple creature that does not like complexity, having a
special language that is expressive and rhythmic, seen
in how when a stray bee returns to the hive with news
of the presence of nectar, pollen or water, it performs
an expressive dance, where each dance and movement
has a meaning and signal through which it determines
the location of the nectar and the distance. 

Speaking to KUNA, Oumi said Tuesday that the
bee dances in the presence of the workers in a circular
or vibratory manner, sometimes to the right and left, in
a rapid rhythm for half to a full minute, after which all
the worker bees prepare to go out to collect nectar
according to a precise roadmap. The most well-known
types of honey in Kuwait are of three types - from sidr
trees, from which sidr honey is extracted that Kuwait
is well-known for, along with eucalyptus and willow,
from which spring honey is extracted, he said. 

Kuwait annually imports around 20,000 bees, at
prices ranging between KD 15-20, during two periods.
The first during the months of March and April, and
the second during the months of September and
October of each year, Oumi said. The cost of a beehive
with bees ranges between KD 40-45 and produces
three to five kilograms during a season, he explained.

The bee visits about 100 flowers and transports in
each round more than half of its weight of plant pollen,
he added, indicating that there are roughly 320 types
of honey that differ in color, flavor and smell. 

Kuwait’s honey has a global presence and a desert
imprint that topped advanced ranks, Oumi under-
scored, mentioning that the secret of the quality of
Kuwaiti honey is due to the fact that it is the product
of pastures in desert areas, which are low in moisture,
producing honey of high quality since it obtains the
best types of nectar. The most crucial factors impact-
ing the quality of honey in general are measured by
two main factors - the percentage of sugars and mois-
ture, he explained. 

Sidr honey is one of the best types of honey in the
world and the price per kilogram is around $150, Oumi
said. Willow honey has a golden yellow color, whereas
eucalyptus honey has a dark amber color and distinc-
tive aroma, he added. Kuwait’s farms host over 15,000
beehives, as the average number of beekeepers

reached nearly 300 including amateur apiarists, with
the number increasing, he pointed out.

There are over 20,000 bee species worldwide,
including Italian, Russian, Caucasian, German and
Egyptian bees and countless other types, Oumi men-
tioned. In order for the bee to have one kilogram of
honey, it travels between flowers a distance equivalent
to the Earth’s circumference, he revealed. Between
20,000-30,000 bees live in one hive, and the worker
bees warm the hive during the winter by flapping
their wings, while middle-aged workers build a hon-
eycomb, he said.

Kuwait’s annual production of honey ranges from
25-35 tons annually, Oumi explained, saying the price
of Kuwaiti honey ranges between KD 10-30 per kilo.
Bees use types of poisonous nectar, as they secrete
some enzymes on it then spray it on insects that attack
their hive, who then die of suffocation, he revealed. He
pointed to the most vital problems faced by beekeep-
ers, including high temperatures during the summer,
which kills most bees and spring birds, indicating the
cost of beekeeping per hive is estimated at KD 30.
Honey is the first product of the hive, not the last, as
after that comes wax and queen’s food, then pollen,
propolis and finally bee venom, he added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Beekeeper Salem Al-Oumi with his bee-
hives. — KUNA photos

Ahmadi holds
initiative on
drugs awareness
KUWAIT: In line with national priorities in raising
awareness, Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Al-
Sabah assured that activities and programs will be
conducted under the title ‘Aware’ with the slogan ‘Be
aware, don’t be next’. During the opening ceremony
of the initiative that aims to raise awareness against
drugs on Tuesday in Egaila, the governor expressed
his happiness on the great reception and participa-
tion of the interior ministry and other organizations.

Participants were honored by the governor as the
ceremony concluded after two lectures for students
that discussed the danger of drugs on the individual
and society. Ahmadi Educational Area Manager
Waleed bin Gaith assured the keenness of the edu-
cation ministry in playing an important role in

organizing events for the interest of students.
“Facing the dangers of drugs is a social responsi-

bility that necessitates cooperation between institu-
tions and their role in standing with families and fol-
lowing up on their children, wishing everyone safety
and prevention from the dangers of drugs and other
negative phenomena,” bin Gaith said. Head of the
initiative team Mohammed Al-Azmi, said: “The first
stage included high schoolers from different areas

and will continue due to its importance in inculcat-
ing social values in students.”

Mangaf Governor Mansour Al-Hajeri said: “The
information ministry must also support the efforts
made and shed light on this phenomenon.” He
expressed his happiness on conducting such a cam-
paign, hailing the speakers who livened up the event
through their exceptional talks about the negative
effects of drugs on the society.

Seminar held on
drugs awareness
KUWAIT: Social development department in
Mangaf organized a GCC event under the slogan
‘Drugs are an isolation and loss’ with the participa-
tion of a number of officials from public relations
departments at different ministries across the GCC.
Speakers talked about drug awareness, the roles of
society and institutions and recognizing addicts, as
well as the dangers behind the phenomenon and
ways to prevent addiction. The event also featured
live displays of how searching for drugs and explo-
sives works. Participating booths included the
antidrug department of the interior ministry, psy-
chological consultancy center and social police
department among others.



SHANGHAI, China: Security services were out in
force across China’s major cities Tuesday, which for
the time being appeared to have quelled nationwide
protests calling for political freedoms and an end to
COVID lockdowns. The country’s leadership faced a
weekend of protests not seen in decades as anger over
unrelenting lockdowns fuelled deep-rooted frustration
with its political system.

A deadly fire last week in Urumqi, the capital of the
northwestern region of Xinjiang, was the catalyst for
the outrage, with protesters taking to the streets in
cities around China. The demonstrators said COVID-
19 restrictions were to blame for hampering rescue
efforts, claims the government has denied as it accused
“forces with ulterior motives” of linking the fire to the
strict COVID controls.

Anger over lockdowns has widened to calls for
political change, with protesters holding up blank
sheets of paper to symbolise the censorship to which
the world’s most populous country is subjected. By
Tuesday evening, a heavy police presence of hundreds
of officers appeared to have been drawn back from the
streets of a rain-drenched Shanghai, where weekend
protests even saw bold calls for the resignation of
President Xi Jinping, an AFP reporter said.

A broad effort by police to stop passersby taking
pictures of the site of the protest also appeared to
have been tapered down, they added, with one officer
telling AFP that it “depends on the nature of the pho-
to” but that there was no blanket ban in place. But
frustration with zero-COVID remained palpable.

“The (zero-COVID) policies now — they’re just
too strict. They kill more people than COVID,” one 17-
year-old passerby, who asked to be identified only as
Ray, told AFP. He said he had been surrounded by
police when passing through the area.

‘We are not foreign forces’ 
In Beijing, AFP reporters saw a few marked and

unmarked police vehicles but no sign of protesters at
an intersection near the Asian Games Village, where a
demonstration had been planned for Tuesday night.

Freezing temperatures of minus nine degrees
Celsius (15.8 degrees Fahrenheit) likely also kept pro-
testers away. People who had attended weekend rallies
in the Chinese capital told AFP on Monday they had
received phone calls from law enforcement officers
demanding information about their movements.

Some rallies did go ahead elsewhere on Tuesday
night, however. At Hong Kong’s oldest university, over
a dozen people led the crowd in chanting slogans such
as “give me liberty or give me death”, just days after a
similar solidarity protest led to school authorities call-
ing the police.

“We are not foreign forces, we are Chinese citizens.
China should have different voices,” one woman
shouted, while another held a placard mourning vic-
tims of the Urumqi fire. One Chinese student told AFP
that he was worried about getting arrested under
Hong Kong’s increasingly draconian political climate,
but felt the need “to keep up the spirit of resistance”.

And in the neighbouring southern Chinese city of

Shenzhen, a witness told AFP they had seen a heavy
police presence in Huaqiangbei, a busy shopping area
in the city’s downtown, after rumours of protests cir-
culated on social media.

Around 150 police officers were seen within a 500
metre (1,640 feet) stretch of Huaqiang road, they said,
alongside scores of black police vans. 

‘Many died in vain’ 
China’s strict control of information and continued

travel curbs have made verifying protester numbers
across the vast country challenging. But the wide-
spread rallies seen over the weekend are exceptionally
rare in China, with authorities harshly clamping down
on all opposition to the central government.

US President Joe Biden is monitoring the unrest, the
White House said Monday. And Britain on Tuesday
summoned the Chinese ambassador in London for a
rebuke after the arrest and alleged assault of a BBC
journalist covering the protests in Shanghai.

Solidarity protests have also mushroomed around
the world. “Officials are borrowing the pretext of
COVID, but using excessively strict lockdowns to con-
trol China’s population,” one 21-year-old Chinese par-
ticipant in a Washington protest, who gave only his
surname, Chen, told AFP. “They disregarded human
lives and caused many to die in vain,” he said. China’s
leaders are committed to zero-COVID, which compels
local governments to impose snap lockdowns and
quarantine orders, and limit freedom of movement in
response to minor outbreaks. —AFP
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UK summons China’s ambassador after arrest of BBC journalist

NEW YORK, United States: People gather at Columbia University during a protest in support of demonstrations held in China calling for an end to COVID-19 lockdowns, in New York. — AFP

Heavy policing after China demonstrations

At least 448
killed in Iran
protest crackdown
PARIS, France: Iranian security forces have killed
at least 448 people in a crackdown on protests
that began in mid-September, over half in ethnic
minority regions, a rights group said on Tuesday.
Of the 448 people confirmed to have been killed,
60 were children aged under 18, including nine
girls, and 29 women, the Norway-based Iran
Human Rights (IHR) group said.

It said 16 people were killed by security forces
in the past week alone, of whom 12 were slain in
Kurdish-populated areas where protests have
been particularly intense. The toll has also risen
after the deaths of people killed in previous weeks
were verified and included, it added. The toll only
includes citizens killed in the crackdown and not
members of the security forces.

Brigadier General Amirali Hajizadeh of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps earlier
Tuesday said more than 300 people had been
killed, the first time the authorities have acknowl-
edged such a figure.

The UN Rights Council last week voted to
establish a high-level fact-finding mission to probe
the crackdown in a move angrily rejected by Iran.
“Islamic republic authorities know full well that if
they cooperate with the UN fact-finding mission,
an even wider scale of their crimes will be
revealed,” said IHR director Mahmood Amiry-
Moghaddam.

“That’s why their non-cooperation is pre-
dictable,” he added. The protests erupted after the
September 16 death of Kurdish Iranian Mahsa
Amini who had been arrested by the Tehran
morality police and have become the biggest chal-
lenge to the regime since the 1979 revolution.

Amiry-Moghaddam said more than half the
deaths were recorded in regions populated by the
Sunni Baluch or Kurdish ethnic minorities. The
most deaths were in the southeastern region
Sistan-Baluchistan where 128 people were killed
after protests which had a separate spark but have
fed into the nationwide anger, IHR said.

After that the most deaths were recorded in the
western Kurdish-populated Kurdistan and West
Azerbaijan provinces where 53 and 51 people
were killed respectively, it said. — AFP

Western allies to 
help Ukraine brave 
winter of war
BUCHAREST, Romania: NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg warned Tuesday that Russia was using
winter as a “weapon of war” against Ukraine, as
Western allies meeting in Bucharest planned to help
Kyiv mend its ravaged power grid.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken was to
announce “substantial” financial aid to help Ukraine
deal with damaged infrastructure on the sidelines of a
meeting of NATO’s foreign ministers. A senior US offi-
cial said the assistance would “not be the end” and
pointed out the Biden administration had budgeted
$1.1 billion for energy spending in Ukraine and neigh-
bouring Moldova.

A Russian campaign of missile strikes has severely
damaged Ukraine’s energy infrastructure and plunged
millions into darkness as the country braces against
the first snows and chill winds of winter. Stoltenberg
said “the message from all of us will be that we need to
do more” to help Kyiv fix its gas and electricity infra-
structure and provide air defence to help it protect
itself better.

He said he expected Russia to carry out more
attacks on Ukraine’s grid as the Kremlin suffers
defeats on the ground and warned Europe should “be
prepared for more refugees”. “Russia is actually failing
on the battlefield. In response to that they are now
attacking civilian targets, cities because they’re not
able to win territory,” Stoltenberg said at the start of
the two-day meeting. Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba was to meet his NATO counterparts to
urge them to send more weaponry for Kyiv and assis-
tance in coping with Moscow’s attacks.

‘Keep calm, give tanks’ 
“This targeting of civilian infrastructure, of energy

infrastructure is obviously designed to try and freeze

the Ukrainians into submission,” said British Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly. “I don’t think it’ll be suc-
cessful.” Allies have given arms worth billions of dol-
lars to Ukraine, but Kyiv is pleading for more air
defence, tanks and longer-range missiles to push the
Kremlin’s forces back. But there are growing concerns
that weapon stores in some NATO countries are run-
ning low as stockpiles have been diverted to Ukraine.

Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis
said his request to fellow NATO ministers was simple:
“Keep calm and give tanks”. Germany, which currently
chairs the G7, has convened a meeting Tuesday after-
noon on the sidelines of the NATO gathering to dis-
cuss the energy crisis caused by the war in Ukraine.

The United States will call on the other member
countries to strengthen their aid in this area, according
to the US official. 

‘Door is open’ 
NATO says the meeting in Bucharest will showcase

its unity on continuing to support Ukraine as
Moscow’s war against its neighbour drags on into its
tenth month. The alliance will not, however, make any
progress on Ukraine’s request to join, first made some

14 years ago when NATO first pledged that Kyiv
would one day become a member.

Stoltenberg insisted that the “door is open” to new
members but said the focus now was on assisting
Ukraine in its fight with Moscow. NATO has bolstered
its eastern flank in the face of Russia’s war by sending
more troops and equipment to countries like Romania,
neighbouring Ukraine.

Romania has been hard hit by the war and around
two million people fleeing Ukraine have passed
through the country. Non-NATO Moldova, which has
also seen blackouts caused by the fallout from the
attacks on neighbouring Ukraine, will attend the
alliance’s talks on Thursday along with Bosnia and
Georgia.

Besides the war in Ukraine, the ministers will take
stock of progress in the accession of NATO candi-
dates Finland and Sweden, already ratified by 28 of the
30 member countries but which remains suspended
awaiting the green light from Hungary and Turkey.

The Finnish, Swedish and Turkish foreign ministers
were meeting on the sidelines of the meeting, but
Ankara has played down hope for any quick break-
through. — AFP

TEHRAN: A person on November 28, 2022 watches
Farideh Moradkhani, the niece of Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei, speaking in a video posted on
YouTube. —  AFP

BUCHAREST, Romania: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (L) and Romania’s Foreign Minister Bogdan
Aurescu attend a press conference during a meeting of NATO Foreign Ministers on November 29, 2022 in
Bucharest, Romania. — AFP
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Missouri man to be  
executed for murder  
of police officer 

 
WASHINGTON: A man convicted of murder 
is to be put to death in the midwestern US 
state of Missouri on Tuesday in an execution 
that his 19-year-old daughter has been barred 
from witnessing. Kevin Johnson, a 37-year-old 
African American man, was sentenced to death 
for the 2005 murder of a white policeman in a 
suburb of St Louis. 

Johnson is set to be executed by lethal 
injection at 6:00 pm Central Time (0000 GMT) 
in  a  pr ison in  the town of  Bonne Terre . 
Johnson’s daughter, Corionsa “Khorry” Ramey, 
sued to be allowed to witness her father’s exe-
cution but a federal court turned down her 
request because she is below the minimum 
state age of 21. 

“I’m heartbroken that I won’t be able to be 
with my dad in his last moments,” Ramey said 
in a statement following the court decision. 
“My dad is the most important person in my 
life,” she said. “He has been there for me my 
whole life, even though he’s been incarcerated. 

“He is a good father, the only parent I have 
left,” Ramey said. “He has worked very hard to 
rehabilitate himself in prison.” Corene Kendrick, a 
lawyer for Ramey and the American Civil 
Liberties Union, condemned the court’s refusal to 
allow her client to attend the execution. —AFP 

Six years after bombings, Belgium  
readies for biggest criminal trial

BRUSSELS, Belgium: Belgium’s worst peacetime 
massacre left 32 dead and hundreds marked for life. 
Now, six and a half years later, Brussels will host its 
biggest ever criminal trial. 

Jury selection begins on Wednesday ahead of hear-
ings into the charges against the nine alleged jihadists 
accused of taking part in the March 2016 suicide 
bombings. The case will be heard in the former head-
quarters of the NATO military alliance, temporarily 
converted into a huge high-security court complex. 

Hundreds of witnesses and victims will testify in the 
months to come, some still hopeful that telling their 
story will offer them a measure of closure. The case 
will not be the first for 33-year-old Salah Abdeslam, 
who was convicted in France as a ringleader in the 
November 13, 2015 Paris attacks that left 130 dead. He 
is serving life without parole in France but faces fur-
ther charges in Belgium. 

Both sets of attacks were claimed by the Islamic 
State group and investigators believe they were car-
ried out by the same Belgium-based cell, including 
Abdeslam. The group was planning more violence, 
allegedly including attacks on the Euro 2016 football 
cup in France, but acted quickly after Abdeslam was 
arrested on March 18. Four days later on March 22, 
two bombers blew themselves up in Brussels airport 
and another in a city centre metro station near the 
headquarters of the European Union. Alongside those 
killed, hundreds of travellers and transport staff were 
maimed and six years on many victims, relatives and 
rescuers remain traumatised. 

Five of the nine defendants to appear in the dock 
have already been convicted in the French trial. A tenth 
will be tried in absentia because he is believed to have 
been killed in Syria.  

 
Traumatised victims  

According to the federal prosecutor’s office, more 
than 1,000 people have registered as civil plaintiffs to 
receive a hearing as alleged victims of the crime. This 
makes this trial, scheduled until June 2023 at the for-
mer NATO headquarters, the largest ever organised 
before a Belgian court of assizes. 

“I don’t really expect a lot of answers,” said 
Sandrine Couturier, who was on the Maelbeek metro 
platform and plans to come to face the defendants. 
“But I want to confront myself with what human 
beings are capable of doing. I have to accept that not 
everyone is good,” the PTSD survivor told AFP. Like 
many of those who have spoken to reporters, she suf-
fers from memory loss and concentration problems. 
Many seek treatment for depression. 

Sebastien Bellin, a former professional basketball 
player who was due to fly to New York on the morning 
of March 22, lost the use of a leg in the attack. He says 
today that he feels no hatred. “It would suck the energy 
I need to rebuild myself,” he says. Jury selection in the 
case is expected to be arduous. The court has sum-
moned 1,000 citizens in order to choose among them 
12 main jurors with 24 understudies on standby and 
able to follow daily evidence hearings for months. 

The trial should have begun in October, but there 

was controversy over the dock, in which the accused 
were to have been held in individual glass-walled 
boxes. The defendants’ areas were rebuilt as a single, 

shared space and after Wednesday’s one-day hear-
ing for jury selection testimony will begin on 
December 5.  —AFP

Macron courts Central  
Asian strongmen in  
quest for influence 

 
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron is mak-
ing an eye-catching drive to strengthen partnerships 
with Central Asian states, seeking to boost Europe’s 
influence in a strategic region where China, Russia, 
Turkey and the United States are already jostling for 
supremacy. 

Macron held talks in Paris earlier this month with 
Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who was 
making a rare visit to a Western capital, and on 
Tuesday hosted Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev at the Elysee Palace. 

Last year, Macron hosted Tajik President Emomali 
Rahmon in Paris in an extremely unusual visit and also 
held telephone talks with the leader of Tajikistan on 
Saturday. The flurry of diplomacy between Paris and 
the key Central Asian capitals come as France 
reassesses its ties with the former Soviet region in the 
wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Macron had previously sought to cultivate a viable 
relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Astana, Dushanbe and Tashkent have taken an at best 
ambivalent stance on the invasion. They have shown 
no enthusiasm but have stopped short of full-throated 
condemnation that would irritate their ex-Soviet mas-
ters in Moscow. 

Their ties with Russia are also of interest to Paris, 
which is keeping an eye on a possible negotiated solu-
tion to the invasion of Ukraine. Tokayev held talks in 
Moscow with Putin the day before travelling to Paris. 

Tokayev’s visit aims to “consolidate our relation-
ship and expand our dialogue in a context that is also 
difficult for the countries of Central Asia”, said a 

French presidential official who asked not to be 
named. “We continue to ... show our Central Asian 
partners the importance we attach to their region, 
wedged between China and Russia, and which needs 
to open up new horizons,” added the official. 

 
‘Lacking competitiveness’  

A Kazakh government source told AFP: “We firmly 
support the territorial integrity of Ukraine” in the face 
of the invasion. “We don’t support sanctions as a mat-
ter of principle. But we are not allowing our territories 
to be used for evading sanctions,” the source added. 

Meanwhile the Russian-led Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation (CSTO), a regional military 
alliance of which Kazakhstan is a member, is also in 
crisis. A CSTO summit in Armenia earlier this month 
collapsed in near acrimony. Cultivating such ties 
means Paris is also hosting leaders who are under fire 
for rights violations at home. 

Tokayev comes to Paris fresh from an election in 
which he won a second term with a crushing 81.3 per-
cent. The Organisation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe said the vote “took place in a political envi-
ronment lacking competitiveness”. 

Around 230 people were killed when Tokayev vio-
lently suppressed protests in January over living costs. 
Mirziyoyev is meanwhile credited with opening up 
Uzbekistan after the death of its post-Soviet leader 
Islam Karimov. He has pushed through significant eco-
nomic and social reforms but his regime is accused by 
aid organisations of trampling on people’s basic rights. 

 
Diversify partnerships  

In a typical French touch, the visits by Rahmon and 
Mirziyoyev have both been accompanied by block-
buster exhibitions of cultural treasures rarely seen 
outside Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. While China and 
the US have vied with Russia for influence in the 
region since the fall of the USSR, Turkey has in recent 

years shown an awakened interest in nations with 
which it shares close cultural and linguistic ties. 

Ankara has revived a body known now as the 
Organisation of Turkic States and President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, with whom Macron has a tense rela-
tionship, has been a regular visitor to the region. 
Analysts say that in the short term Europe is keen to 
promote energy ties with Central Asia, especially with 
hydrocarbon-rich Kazakhstan, as supplies from Russia 
dwindle. It also values the region’s role as a key 
pipeline hub. 

“What interests the Europeans in Central Asia are 
energy resources while Russian hydrocarbons are 
under embargo ... and the transport corridors between 
China and the European Union,” said Michael 
Levystone, associate researcher at the IFRI think tank. 
“(Meanwhile) the sanctions against the Russian econ-
omy encourage the countries of Central Asia to diver-
sify their partnerships on the international scene,” 
added Levystone, whose Paris-based organisation 
specialised in Central Asia. —AFP 

PARIS, France: French President Emmanuel Macron greets 
Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev at the Elysee 
Palace in Paris on November 29, 2022. —AFP

BRUSSELS, Belgium: File photo shows a court-sketch made on September 12, 2022, showing defendants Sofiane 
Ayari (R), Salah Abdeslam (2nd R), Osama Krayem (2nd L) and Mohamed Abrini (L) during the opening of the pre-
liminary hearing in trial of suspects in the March 2016 jihadist attacks, in Brussels.  —AFP

Jury selection in the case is expected to be arduous
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The griller, MP Hamdan Al-Azmi, had accused 

the minister of violating conflict of interests rules 
by favoring a company executing the new airport 
project and exempting it of delay fines totaling 
more than KD 100 million. Azmi said the minister 
worked as a consultant for the company before she 
was appointed minister of public works, overseeing 
the same company. 

The lawmaker also charged that the minister 
appointed a close accomplice as the undersecre-
tary of the ministry, who also worked with the 
Turkish company, saying she overlooked several 
senior officials who worked in the ministry with 
extensive experience, more than the new undersec-
retary. Azmi said the minister allowed the company 

to use material different from that specified in the 
contract in some parts of the airport project, cost-
ing public funds some KD 27 million. He also 
demanded that an investigation should be launched 
in the minister’s decisions and measures taken in 
the past. 

But the minister refuted the charges. Although 
she acknowledged she worked as a consultant for 
the company, she was assigned by Kuwait 
University, where she worked as a professor of 
engineering, adding she had quit the job more than 
two years before her appointment in the Cabinet. 
Bugammaz said the charges made by the lawmaker 
about financial violations are extremely serious and 
totally untrue, adding she complied with the regu-
lations and measures in the appointment of senior 
officials. The minister denied she caused any dam-
age to public funds or the state’s interests. 

Speaking in support of the grilling, MP Marzouq 
Al-Hubaini said the minister passed this grilling 
mainly out of cooperation with the government, but 
warned that “eyes will remain open at her decisions 
and actions in the ministry”.

Kuwaitization of 
consultants at...

Continued from Page 1 
 
 as well,” Sunak’s spokesman told reporters in 

response to the census. Sunak won the race to 
replace Liz Truss as prime minister and leader of the 
Conservative Party on Oct 24, the same day that 
Hindus marked Diwali, the festival of lights. The next 
day, the new premier’s first formal event in 10 
Downing Street was a Diwali reception. 

On Tuesday, Sunak was hosting a Downing 
Street reception marking the Advent build-up to 
Christmas with “guests invited from across the 
Christian community”, the spokesman said. The for-
mer finance minister’s grandparents hailed from 
Punjab in northern India and emigrated to Britain 
from eastern Africa in the 1960s. 

“As chancellor I was able to light my Diwali diyas 
(lamps) on the steps of Downing Street,” Sunak told 

The Times newspaper this month. “It said something 
wonderful about our country that that was possible, 
but also that it wasn’t a big deal. “It was in a sense 
‘Gosh, this is great’ but also that’s just Britain,” he 
added, reflecting on his ascent to the political peak. 

The ONS has been releasing key sections from 
last year’s census piecemeal. The latest dealt with 
religion and ethnic identity. Data for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland are released separately. It found 
the number of people in England and Wales identi-
fying their ethnic group as white had fallen by 
around 500,000 since 2011, from 86.0 percent to 
81.7 percent. The second most common ethnic 
group was “Asian” broadly, at 9.3 percent, up from 
7.5 percent a decade ago. 

Within that group, most respondents identified 
their family heritage as Indian, followed by 
Pakistani, “other Asian”, Bangladeshi and Chinese. 
The next largest ethnic group was the fast-growing 
African population, followed by Caribbean. African 
evangelical churches have proliferated in London 
and elsewhere, providing some succor to the 
Christian share.  — AFP  

Christians a minority 
in England, number...
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“We are committed to contribute to the energy 

security of Germany and Europe at large,” Kaabi 
told a press conference after the signing ceremony 
with ConocoPhillips chief executive Ryan Lance. 

Lance hailed the accord as “a vital contribution 
to world energy security”. Qatar last week 
announced a 27-year agreement to ship four million 
tons a year to China. It said this was the longest 
contract agreed in the industry. Qatari officials 
would not discuss prices but industry analysts have 
said Germany will have to pay a premium for the 
shorter contract and the hurried start to deliveries. 

Kaabi again stressed the “sizeable investments” 
that his country has made in extracting gas for 
deliveries around the world. But he also said that 
Qatar was negotiating with German companies to 
further increase the “volumes” being sent. The gas 
will come from the North Field East and North Field 
South projects that Qatar is developing with 

ConocoPhillips and other energy multinationals. 
North Field contains the world’s biggest natural gas 
reserves and extends under the Gulf into Iranian 
territory. 

Through expansion in North Field, Qatar is aim-
ing to increase its production by 60 percent by 
2027. With increases in international prices, the val-
ue of its exports has almost doubled in the past 
year, state media said recently. Asian countries led 
by China, Japan and South Korea have been the 
main market for Qatar’s gas, but it has been increas-
ingly targeted by European countries since Russia’s 
war on Ukraine threw supplies into doubt. 

“There is very intense discussions with European 
buyers and with Asian buyers,” Kaabi said, high-
lighting the “scarcity of gas coming in the next few 
years”. “We do not have enough teams to work with 
everybody, to cater for the needs” of all countries 
making demands. Kaabi said the deal with China’s 
Sinopec showed that “Asian buyers are feeling the 
pressure of wanting to secure long-term deals... I 
think we are in a good position.” The Brunsbuttel 
terminal supplies customers of German energy 
companies Uniper and RWE, and Economy and 
Energy Minister Robert Habeck said the two firms 
“have to buy on the world market. — AFP 

Qatar signs  
gas deal for...
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Palestinian Authority civil affairs minister Hussein 

Al-Sheikh described the killing of the two brothers 
as an “execution in cold blood”. On Monday, the 
United Nations envoy for Middle East peace, Tor 
Wennesland, warned the situation in the West Bank 
was “reaching a boiling point”. “High levels of vio-
lence in the occupied West Bank and (the Zionist 
entity) in recent months, including attacks against 
(Zionist) and Palestinian civilians, increased use of 
arms and settler-related violence, have caused grave 
human suffering,” he told the Security Council. 

This week, the Zionist army announced it had 

made more than 3,000 arrests this year as part of 
Operation Break the Wave. The UN says more than 
125 Palestinians have been killed across the West 
Bank this year. The Zionist entity has occupied the 
territory since the Six-Day War of 1967. An estimat-
ed 475,000 Zionist settlers now live in the territory, 
alongside some 2.9 million Palestinians, in communi-
ties considered illegal under international law. 

Tuesday’s violence came as veteran hawk 
Benjamin Netanyahu continued negotiations to form 
what could be the most right-wing government in 
the Zionist entity’s history, following a general elec-
tion earlier this month. On Friday, Netanyahu signed 
an agreement with lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir that 
promised the far-right firebrand the new post of 
national security minister, with responsibility for the 
border police in the West Bank. Ben-Gvir, known for 
anti-Arab rhetoric, has repeatedly called on police 
and soldiers to use more force when confronting 
Palestinian unrest.  —AFP  

Zionists kill 5 
Palestinians...



TAIPEI, Taiwan: A Taiwanese couple is facing multiple
charges for allegedly bribing voters with Chinese
COVID tests ahead of the island’s local elections, prose-
cutors said Tuesday. Chiu Jui-lien and her husband are
reportedly the first indicted for violating the “anti-infil-
tration law” aimed at countering influence from China-
which views self-ruled Taiwan as part of its territory
and has vowed to seize the island.

The law, pushed by President Tsai Ing-wen’s ruling
party in 2019, bans “hostile” foreign forces from cam-
paigning, lobbying, making political donations or
spreading disinformation related to elections.

Chiu, who was running for borough chief in Taipei
city, and her husband were indicted on Monday for giv-

ing out Chinese COVID tests to solicit votes, the Shihlin
district prosecutor’s office said in a statement.

The free tests were supplied by the Pingtan
Comprehensive Experimental Zone in China’s Fujian
province, established in 2009 with the goal of boosting
regional development and its bond with Taiwan.

The couple imported 6,000 tests via 60 “dummy
accounts” to bypass the required government approval
for a shipment of more than 100 kits, according to pros-
ecutors. They later offered the tests to residents in
exchange for their votes in the November 26 elections,
which Chiu ultimately lost.

The couple were “funded by a source of infiltration”
to commit bribery and also violated regulations for
importing and supplying medical devices, prosecutors

said. The indictment aims to “ensure that the elections...
will not be infiltrated and interfered by foreign hostile
forces to maintain a fair election environment,” the
statement said.

China has become more bellicose towards Taiwan
under President Xi Jinping, with Beijing ramping up mil-
itary, diplomatic and economic pressure on Taipei since
the 2016 election of Tsai. The president stepped down
Saturday as head of her ruling party after it was defeat-
ed in the local elections, securing just five cities and
counties compared with the Beijing-friendly main
opposition Kuomintang party’s 13. She will stay on as
president until her second and final four-year term ends
in May 2024.

Meanwhile, China said Tuesday it would speed up a
push to vaccinate people aged 60 and older against
COVID-19 after the country posted record daily case
numbers in recent days. The announcement comes after
a weekend of protests demanding an end to the coun-
try’s strict zero-COVID policy, which responds to even
small caseloads with harsh lockdowns and quarantine
orders.

Beijing’s National Health Commission (NHC) pledged
to “accelerate the increase in the vaccination rate for
people over the age of 80, and continue to increase the
vaccination rate for people aged 60-79”.

It also said it would “establish a special working
group... to make special arrangements for the vaccina-
tion of the elderly against COVID”. “It is necessary to
conduct popular science education on the meaning and
benefits of vaccination, and fully publicize vaccines’ effi-
cacy on preventing severe illness and death,” it added.

China’s low vaccination rates, particularly among the
older population, have long been seen as prolonging
Beijing’s no-tolerance approach to COVID. Just 65.8
percent of people over 80 are fully vaccinated, NHC
officials told a press conference Tuesday.

And China has not yet approved mRNA vaccines,
proven to be more effective, for public use. Many fear

that lifting that policy while swathes of the population
remain not fully immunised could overwhelm China’s
healthcare system and cause over a million deaths.

But the zero-COVID policy has stoked massive
unrest, with people taking to the streets in China’s major
cities on Sunday to protest draconian lockdowns and
broader restrictions on freedom of movement.

A deadly fire last week in Urumqi, the capital of
northwest China’s Xinjiang region, was the catalyst for
the wave of outrage, with protesters blaming COVID
restrictions for hampering rescue efforts-claims the
government has denied.

China logged 38,421 domestic infections Tuesday,
slightly down from record highs seen over the week-
end and comparably low when compared to caseloads
seen in western countries during the height of the
pandemic. — AFP
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dummy accounts 

NEW TAIPEI CITY, Taiwan: File photo shows Taiwan’s
President Tsai Ing-wen drops her ballot as she votes at a
polling station during the mayoral elections in New Taipei
City.-AFP

KABUL, Afghanistan: Handout photograph shows Pakistan’s Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar (L)
speaking with Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi (2R) during her official visit in Kabul. — AFP

British-Russian 
man on trial for 
violating drone ban
OSLO: Norway’s justice system was weighing
which nationality takes precedence in the trial
Tuesday of a British-Russian man accused of vio-
lating a ban on Russians flying drones in the nordic
nation. The son of a former close associate of
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 47-year-old
Andrei Yakunin, wearing a dark suit, pleaded not
guilty as he appeared before the Tromso court in
northern Norway.

He is accused of flying drones over the Svalbard
archipelago in the Arctic, during a trip on his yacht
Firebird last summer. Non-EU member Norway
banned Russian aircraft and drones from flying
over its territory following Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. Norway, now Europe’s main supplier of
natural gas, has been on high alert since mysteri-
ous unmanned aircraft were spotted near strategic
sites, including oil and gas platforms for offshore,
over the past few weeks.

“At no time will we state that the defendant has
engaged in any form of espionage or that he has
acted on behalf of Russian intelligence,” prosecu-
tor Kristin Rohne told the court in her opening
remarks, according to newspaper Verdens Gang
(VG). “There is no evidence of that. But we believe
that regulations must be applied, also in a case like
this,” she added.

Described as a lover of nature and extreme
sports, Andrei Yakunin admitted to flying a drone
to document his trip to Svalbard — the photos and
videos seized attest to this — but he rejected the
charges against him. His lawyers pointed to his
British citizenship — which their client obtained in
2015. “Flying a recreational drone as a British citi-
zen in Svalbard is not criminal,” Bernt Heiberg, one
of his lawyers, told AFP. Yakunin, a wealthy busi-
nessman who left St. Petersburg in 2008 and is
now established in Italy, only had “marginal” ties to
his home country, according to the lawyer.

‘Politically motivated’ 
In addition to the novelty from a legal stand-

point, the case has garnered attention due to the
family links, reputedly very close at one time, to
the Kremlin. The father of the accused, Vladimir
Yakunin, a former chairman of Russian Railways,
has sometimes been described as a confidant of
Putin, leading to him being put on sanctions lists by
several countries.

“Even though he is his father’s son, I don’t think
that has any bearing on this concrete case,”
Heiberg said. In an interview with broadcaster TV2
last week, Andrei Yakunin said he himself had no
direct connection with the Moscow strongman and
stressed that he had spoken out early against the
war in Ukraine.

Detained since mid-October, he is not the only
native of Russia to find himself in trouble with
Norway’s justice system. Nearly a dozen Russians
have been arrested in Norway in recent weeks for
violating the flight ban or the ban on photograph-
ing sites deemed sensitive, as the country has
heightened security around strategic infrastruc-
ture. One of them, a Russian citizen who had left
Russia to escape Putin’s partial mobilisation order,
was sentenced to 90 days in prison last week for
flying a drone “on several occasions” in the south
of the country. Another, arrested with two drones
and three Russian and Israeli passports, was given
a 120-day jail sentence on Tuesday, according to
Norwegian media.

The arrests have also angered Moscow, which
see them as “politically motivated.” On Monday,
the Norwegian ambassador was summoned to the
Russian foreign ministry, which called on Oslo to
stop persecuting “Russian citizens on the basis of
their nationality”. — AFP

Don’t forget us, 
Afghan women tell 
Pakistan minister
KABUL: A leading Afghan women’s group urged a
Pakistan minister not to forget their plight as she visit-
ed Kabul Tuesday to discuss relations with the coun-
try’s Taleban rulers. The trip by Hina Rabbani Khar,
Islamabad’s first woman foreign minister in 2011 but
now a minister of state, comes weeks after the Taleban
imposed new restrictions on Afghan women, barring
them from parks, fun fairs, gyms and public baths.

The UN special rapporteur on human rights in
Afghanistan said Friday that Taleban restrictions on
women and girls could amount to a “crime against
humanity”. “You serve as an example of the status of
women in our neighbouring country,” the Afghan
Women’s Network, representing several activist

groups, said in an open letter to Khar.
“We call on you to use your visit not only as minis-

ter but as a woman and as a Muslim woman leader to
support the women of Afghanistan and strengthen our
solidarity.” Pakistan has complicated relations with the
Taleban, with Islamabad long accused of supporting
the hardline Islamists even while backing the US-led
invasion of Afghanistan that toppled them following
the 9/11 attacks.

Pakistan is home to over a million Afghan refugees,
and the porous border they share is frequently the
scene of clashes. On Monday, Pakistan’s separate but
home-grown Taleban-whose leaders and fighters have
long operated from Afghanistan-said they were ending
a shaky ceasefire with Islamabad.

Since returning to power in August last year, the
Afghan Taleban have insisted they would not allow for-
eign militant groups to operate from home soil. No
country has recognised the Taleban government and
visits by foreign diplomats-let alone high-profile
women-are rare. — AFP

All regions 
experienced 
water extremes 
GENEVA: All regions of the world saw water
extremes last year-both floods and droughts-and bil-
lions of people had insufficient freshwater, the United
Nations said on Tuesday. Large areas of the planet
recorded drier than normal conditions in 2021, the
UN’s World Meteorological Organization said in its
first annual State of Global Water Resources report.

The report assesses the effects of changes in the
climate, environment and society on the Earth’s fresh-
water resources-limited supplies that are under grow-
ing demand-so they can be managed better.

“The impacts of climate change are often felt
through water-more intense and frequent droughts,
more extreme flooding, more erratic seasonal rainfall
and accelerated melting of glaciers-with cascading
effects on economies, ecosystems and all aspects of
our daily lives,” said WMO head Petteri Taalas.

“And yet there is insufficient understanding of
changes in the distribution, quantity and quality of
freshwater resources.” Some 3.6 billion people face
inadequate access to freshwater at least one month
per year. That is forecast to rise to more than five bil-
lion by 2050, the report said. Between 2001 and 2018,
74 percent of all natural disasters were water-related,
according to UN studies. In 2021, all regions saw dev-
astating water extremes, the report said.

There were record-breaking floods in western
Europe and the Amazon, while water levels in rivers in
Paraguay and southern Brazil dropped to an all-time
low. The report assessed streamflow-the volume of
water flowing through a river-over a 30-year period.

Drops in water volumes were twice as widespread
as rises. Major river basins in the Americas and central
Africa saw water volumes shrink. Rivers in northern
India and southern Africa saw above average increas-
es. Terrestrial water storage-all water on the land sur-
face and in the subsurface-shrank more than it grew,
the report said. Negative hotspots included Patagonia,
the Ganges and Indus headwaters, and the southwest-
ern United States.—AFP

‘Dead keep coming’: 
Violence overwhelms 
Mexico’s morgues
CHILPANCINGO, Mexico: In a dark, windowless
room with no air conditioning in southern Mexico, thou-
sands of bones of unidentified people encapsulate the
crisis of a forensic system overwhelmed by violent crime.

The morgue in Chilpancingo in Guerrero state is full
of anonymous human remains — like many others in a
country struggling to process a backlog of tens of thou-
sands of bodies. “The dead keep coming and people
keep disappearing,” said Nuvia Maestro, 36, a forensic
anthropologist in Mexico City.

On social media, Maestro declares her love for her
cat Clementina — her “ray of light” — as well as cycling,
wine and colorful jackets. At work, the 36-year-old uses
two electric cooktops that she and her colleagues
bought themselves to boil ribs to remove tissue and car-
ry out tests to determine the age of the deceased.

“You work and work and you don’t finish!” she said.
At the Chilpancingo morgue, incense burned by employ-
ees failed to mask the stench of death — or keep the
flies away. A forensic service worker browsed handwrit-
ten records of the remains, giving a shrug of the shoul-
ders when asked why they are not digitized to facilitate
relatives’ search for the missing.

The DNA studies “can take months,” frustrating fami-

lies desperate to find their missing loved ones, said
forensic service coordinator Alfonso Ramirez.

Spiraling violence 
Mexico’s homicide rate has tripled since 2006 —

when an intensification of the government’s war on drug
cartels triggered a spiral of violence — from 9.6 mur-
ders per 100,000 inhabitants to 28 in 2021. The number
of people going missing has also increased sharply, from
265 in 2006 to 10,366 in 2021, and now totals 108,000
since records began in 1964.

Many victims are thought to have been buried by the
authorities without being unidentified. The government
blames most of the deaths on gang violence. Experts say
the forensic crisis is also explained by the lack of funds,
personnel, rapid DNA testing laboratories and a single
genetic database.

The United Nations Committee on Enforced
Disappearances estimates that, under current conditions,
it would take 120 years to process the 52,000 unidenti-
fied bodies documented by the Movement for Our
Disappeared, a non-governmental organization.

Mexican authorities “do not have the institutional
capacity to deal with the backlog” of unidentified bod-
ies, Alejandro Encinas, a deputy minister responsible for
human rights, said in October. Adding to the work of the
forensic services, some criminals burn their victims’
corpses or bury them in clandestine graves.

The killers know which body parts are most useful for
identification, such as fingertips, and destroy them, said
Maestro, noting that the most abused corpses are those
of women.

Regional forensic services budgets rose from $110
million in 2015 to $122 million in 2020, according to
official data. Over the same period, the average num-
ber of murders jumped from around 17 to 28 per
100,000 people.

‘Ugly things’
Guadalupe Camarena, 62, cried clutching photos of

her five missing children during an exhumation of
remains at a graveyard in the western state of Jalisco.
Her daughter disappeared in the city of Guadalajara in
2016, followed by her four sons who vanished in 2019,
allegedly after they were detained by police, the domes-
tic worker said.

She hopes that giving a DNA sample will help her
search for her five missing children. “I don’t want to find
them (dead) like this, but if I can’t find them alive...” she
said, trailing off. The psychological impact of the situa-
tion forces experts such as Dalia Miranda, a municipal
coordinator of exhumations in Jalisco, to undergo thera-
py. Forensic workers encounter “very ugly things,” she
said. It takes up to six months to compare DNA samples
from remains with those of relatives of the missing,
according to Alfonso Partida, a university researcher in
Guadalajara, whose morgue, he said, contains “tons” of
remains.

The government has taken steps such as the cre-
ation of two centers for identification and four to
store corpses. It is also working to establish a
national identification center and a genetics labora-
tory to which the United States will contribute four
million dollars.—AFP

CHILPANCINGO, Mexico: View of graves at the Forensic
State Cemetery in Chilpancingo, Guerrero State, on
September 6, 2022.  — AFP
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MIAMI: An aerial view shows the FTX Arena in Miami, Florida. Fallout continues after the cryptocurrency firm FTX filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. —AFP 
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Crypto lender BlockFi files for 
bankruptcy after FTX collapse

NEW YORK: BlockFi, a lender in the troubled
cryptocurrency universe, announced Monday it had
filed for bankruptcy protection in the latest ripple
effect from the FTX collapse. The Chapter 11 filing
in a US Bankruptcy Court in New Jersey will allow
BlockFi and eight affiliates to “stabilize its business
and provide the company with the opportunity to
consummate a comprehensive restructuring trans-
action that maximizes value for all clients and other
stakeholders.”

BlockFi, founded in 2017, had been in trouble
early in 2022 amid a steep pullback in cryptocur-
rency values that led to client withdrawals and its
liquidation of holdings of Singapore-based Three
Arrows Capital, which ran into trouble. Over the
summer, FTX provided $400 million in credit to
BlockFi, enabling the lending firm to avoid bank-
ruptcy. But FTX itself filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion on November 11.

Chapter 11 is a US mechanism allowing a compa-
ny to restructure its debts under court supervision
while continuing to operate. BlockFi said it was
focused on recovering obligations from counterpar-

ties, including FTX. “Due to the recent collapse of
FTX and its ensuing bankruptcy process, which
remains ongoing, the company expects that recov-
eries from FTX will be delayed,” BlockFi said.
BlockFi said it has $256.9 million in available cash,
which “is expected to provide sufficient liquidity”
throughout the reorganization.

The filing is the latest reverberation from the
FTX crisis. Once worth as much as $32 billion, FTX
has been in crisis mode in November following an
apparent liquidity shortfall as investors pulled mon-
ey from the cryptocurrency trading platform. In a
November 17 bankruptcy filing, newly-installed
FTX Chief Executive John J. Ray lambasted failures
of oversight, incomplete records, missing and unre-
liable financial statements and “potentially compro-
mised” leadership at FTX, which had a tight finan-
cial relationship with Alameda Research, a trading
house also owned by former FTX Chief Sam
Bankman-Fried. 

Hong Kong crypto 
Meanwhile, a major Hong Kong-based cryp-

tocurrency exchange has scrubbed some of its
social media presence two weeks after it halted
withdrawals, fuelling fears the firm may collapse as
the sector reels from the implosion of giant FTX.
Atom Asset Exchange (AAX) prevented customer
withdrawals on November 15, saying its capital
position was under “acute pressure” after some
investors asked for their money back. This came
after the stunning fall of industry leader FTX,
which was valued at $32 billion before it declared
bankruptcy this month following an apparent liq-
uidity crisis.

The Facebook and YouTube pages of AAX were
no longer accessible Tuesday, with the exchange
not responding to a request for comment from AFP.
But AAX’s website was still online though it dis-
played no spot trading data, with a notice dated
November 12 saying the system was undergoing
maintenance. Fears have been growing about possi-
ble contagion in the industry, with crypto lender
BlockFi, which had received credit from FTX, also
declaring bankruptcy Monday.

AAX has claimed it has no financial exposure to

FTX or its affiliates and said it initially halted with-
drawals only because of “abnormalities in our sys-
tems”. But former head of research and strategy
Ben Caselin said Monday he had resigned from the
firm as the AAX “brand is no more and the trust is
broken”. “The way things are handled is without
empathy and overly opaque,” he tweeted. Investors
have voiced frustrations with AAX in groups on the
messaging app Telegram, with some calling for legal
action against AAX executives.

Founded in 2018, AAX launched its exchange a
year later as the first crypto user of matching tech-
nology provided by the London Stock Exchange. It
recorded a spike in its spot trading volume earlier
this year, according to data analysed by
CryptoCompare, with $57.2 billion worth of trade
recorded in July. AAX’s plight comes after Hong
Kong announced plans to encourage more retail
investment in virtual assets, as officials scramble to
catch up with regional rivals and bolster the city’s
fintech credentials. The Chinese finance hub was
also the home of FTX until the firm moved to the
Bahamas in September last year. —AFP 

Hong Kong crypto exchange falls silent, fuelling shutdown fears

HAMBURG: A small boat passes in front of the container ship ‘COSCO Pride’ (far left) as ‘Xin Lian Yun
Gang’ of China COSCO Shipping Corporation is unloaded at the Tollerort Container Terminal owned by
HHLA, in the harbor of Hamburg, northern Germany. —AFP 

UK ousts China 
from new nuke 
project Sizewell
LONDON: Britain on Tuesday ousted China General
Nuclear from construction of its new Sizewell C power
station, further cutting controversial economic ties
with the world’s second biggest economy. The CGN
announcement came one day after Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak warned that the “golden era” of UK-China
relations was “over”, adding Beijing posed a “systemic
challenge” to UK interests and values. Tuesday’s
announcement comes also amid a diplomatic storm
over the arrest and alleged assault of a BBC journalist
covering COVID protests in China.

Sunak’s Conservative government is stripping
CGN of its controversial 20-percent Sizewell stake
under plans to form a joint venture with remaining
French partner EDF. The UK will invest £700 million
($843 million) in the project, a figure that was
matched by EDF. Sizewell C, which is under develop-
ment on the Suffolk coast in eastern England, will
power the equivalent of about six million homes for
more than 50 years. It is expected to start producing
electricity from 2035.

‘Energy sovereignty’ 
Nuclear and renewables, such as offshore wind, are

seen as critical to ramp up Britain’s energy security,
after key producer Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent
household gas and electricity bills rocketing. The
Sizewell decision sparks questions about CGN’s role
alongside EDF in the construction of Hinkley Point,
southwestern England, in Britain’s first new nuclear
power plant in more than two decades. London last
month ordered a Chinese-owned company to divest
most of Britain’s biggest semiconductor maker-a lead-
ing UK industrial asset-after a national security probe.

And in 2020, Chinese telecoms giant Huawei was
banned from involvement in the roll-out of Britain’s
superfast 5G broadband network, after US concerns
about spying. The UK’s “stake in Sizewell C is posi-
tioned at the heart of the new blueprint to Britain’s
energy sovereignty”, the Department for Business,

Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. The move “also allows for China
General Nuclear’s exit from the project, including
buy-out costs, any tax due and commercial arrange-
ments”, it added.

The UK says Sizewell will deliver cleaner energy
than fossil fuels and create 10,000 jobs for the local
area and national economy. Greenpeace UK policy
director Doug Parr, however, slammed the nuclear
push. “Several academic institutes have shown we can
have a 100-percent renewable system that would be
cheaper than those based on nuclear or fossil fuels,”
said Parr. “And it has the added benefit of not creating
millennia of worry over the nuclear waste that future
generations will end up dealing with.”

The news comes as EDF power plants in France
have been dogged by maintenance issues. “The sup-
port of the UK government through its direct partici-
pation... is essential” to Sizewell, EDF Energy chief
executive Simone Rossi told AFP in an interview. “This
decision is a sign of confidence in the nuclear industry-
and in the French nuclear industry.” Business and
Energy Secretary Grant Shapps said Sizewell would
move Britain “towards greater energy independence
and away from the risks that a reliance on volatile glob-
al energy markets for our supply comes with”. — AFP 

SIZEWELL: EDF’s Sizewell B nuclear power station is
pictured in Sizewell, eastern England. —AFP 

Shipping industry
urged to cut 
carbon emissions
GENEVA: The United Nations warned Tuesday that
carbon emissions from shipping were growing, call-
ing on the vast industry to scrap old, polluting vessels
and upgrade infrastructure to speed up its green
transition. The UN’s trade and development agency
UNCTAD highlighted the vital role shipping plays in
the global economy, with over 80 percent of all trad-
ed goods in the world moved by sea. But while the
world is becoming increasingly aware of the need to
slash greenhouse gas emissions to avert catastrophic
climate change, the global maritime fleet saw emis-
sions rise by 4.7 percent between 2020 and 2021
alone, it said.

“That number is heading in the wrong direction,”
UNCTAD chief Rebeca Grynspan told reporters
ahead of the launch of the agency’s annual report on
maritime transport. Grynspan, a former vice president
of Costa Rica, also raised concerns about the average
age of ships sailing the seas currently standing at
nearly 22 years old. “Our ships pollute more as they

get older,” she said, stressing the need for “a whole
new generation of ships... that can use the most cost-
efficient fuels and can integrate seamlessly with smart
digital systems.”

Adapting ports
UNCTAD urged more investments in technical and

operational improvements in a bid to shrink the indus-
try’s carbon footprint, including switching to alterna-
tive, low or zero-carbon fuels and optimising opera-
tions. But Tuesday’s report warned that the dire global
economic outlook, coupled with surging borrowing
costs and regulatory uncertainties, would likely ham-
per the investments in new ships needed to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

It called for a “predictable global regulatory frame-
work for investing in decarburization”, as well as
increased support for developing countries in the
energy transition. And it emphasized the urgent need
to adapt ports to the impacts of climate change. If
ports want to remain competitive, they will need to be
able to serve green-technology ships, including pro-
viding clean fuel access and adapted maintenance, it
said.  These needed changes are coming at a time
when the global shipping sector has been rocked by a
string of global crises. “For the last two years, the mar-
itime industry has suffered from tremendous disrup-
tion,” Grynspan said. — AFP 



Stocks, crude rise 
as China fears give 
way to easing hopes
HONG KONG: Equities rose with oil prices and
the dollar weakened Tuesday as China avoided
another night of protests after a weekend of
unrest, with speculation growing that officials
will announce a further easing of the country’s
strict COVID containment measures. The gains
were led by a rally in Hong Kong and Shanghai,
with property firms enjoying a much-needed
surge on the back of moves to ease funding
restrictions on troubled developers.

But sentiment was tempered by warnings
from top Federal Reserve policymakers that US
interest rates would rise further and could go
higher than initially thought to fight inflation. The
remarks were partly to blame for big losses of
more than one percent in Wall Street’s three
main indexes.

China was rocked by demonstrations at the
weekend calling for more political freedoms and
an end to the country’s long-running and eco-
nomically painful zero-COVID strategy that has
seen millions thrown into lockdown for months.
Several arrests were made and security forces
were out in force Monday to prevent a repeat of
the protests, which were the most widespread
since pro-democracy demonstrations were
crushed in 1989.

The return of some calm helped Hong Kong
stocks rally more than five percent and Shanghai
more than two percent, with rumbling that the
unrest could help push leaders to ease some of
the strict containment measures. Beijing
announced Tuesday afternoon a plan to speed
up vaccinations of people aged 60 and older
after seeing record daily case numbers in recent
days. Talk of a lighter approach to fighting the
disease has helped reopening-linked firms rise,
with retailers, cinema chains, Macau casinos and
other tourism stocks benefiting.

Property firms were among the best perform-
ers after China said it would end a ban on firms
raising cash by selling stocks, the latest measure
to ease pressure on the sector, which has seen
several companies collapse and threatens the
wider economy. Chinese investors were taking
“a more pragmatic approach to the current
COVID proceedings”, said SPI Asset
Management’s Stephen Innes. “Indeed, a proba-
ble outcome is a quicker loosening of restric-
tions once the current Covid wave and numer-
ous protest flash points subside.”

Sydney, Seoul, Singapore, Well ington,
Bangkok, Mumbai, Taipei and Manila were also
in positive territory, though Tokyo dipped with
Jakarta. London, Paris and Frankfurt all opened
on the front foot. The more upbeat mood saw
the dollar drop against its peers, while oil
prices rallied on the prospect of a pick-up in
demand in China if leaders roll back some of
their measures.

Attention is turning to the United States this
week with a number of Fed officials due to
speak, including boss Jerome Powell, while
Friday sees the release of key jobs data, which
could provide an idea about the bank’s plans for
monetary policy. Bets on a slowdown in its pace
of rate hikes have boosted markets for the past
weeks, but some high-ranking members on
Monday looked to play down the chances of a
more dovish pivot.

St Louis Fed chief James Bullard warned
“markets are underpricing a little bit the risk
that the (policy board) will have to be more
aggressive rather than less aggressive in order
to contain the very substantial inflation that we
have in the US”. And Richmond Fed president
Thomas Barkin added: “I’m very supportive of
a path that is slower, probably longer and
potentially higher than where we were before.”
The officials indicated borrowing costs would
not likely come down until the end of next year
or in 2024.— AFP 
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LONDON: Viktoriya arrived in the UK in March after
fleeing war-torn east Ukraine with her two sons and
their cat and dog. A month later, the British hosts who
sponsored them asked the family to move out, saying
they needed the space for an elderly relative.
Viktoriya, who asked only to use her first name, said
she and her family were then moved to a caravan park
in Devon, southwest England. Her story is extreme but
as the war rumbles on, it is a growing issue as the gov-
ernment asked hosts only to commit to six months. At
least 2,175 Ukrainian households living in England
have required local authorities to intervene to prevent
homelessness, data shows.

“They put us in temporary accommodation in
Ilfracombe,” said Viktoriya, 37, a cook from Sloviansk.
She described it as a cold, damp “caravan” with a
kitchen, bathroom and two bedrooms but no heating.
“Everything was covered in mould, even the cupboard.
I constantly sprayed it with chlorine solution but it just
came back,” she told AFP. The family was supposed to
move out within six weeks but Viktoriya said they
were told they were not a priority and there were no
sponsors.

Costs
Viktoriya said she decided to bring her family to

England because her 15-year-old son speaks English
and “dreamt” of coming here. But problems arose
when their sponsors gave the family a month’s notice.
Speaking little English, Viktoriya had not yet found a
job and had to ask the local council for help. Their new
accommodation was two hours away on public trans-
port, meaning her children had to change schools. 

One couple she knows spent three days living in an
airport after their sponsors refused to take them,
before being moved to a hotel with no cooking facili-
ties. The UK scheme offers Ukrainians the opportunity
to live, work and study for up to three years with
access to state benefits. More than 146,000 have fled
to the UK under the scheme, which relies on good will
from ordinary people like Amanda Rodriguez Medina. 

Medina, 57, has hosted Nataliia Parkhomenko, 31,
and her two sons since May - beyond the six-month
minimum - at her house in Basildon, southeast England.
Amanda says they are “half friends, half mother-
daughter”. They go to the gym together and share gar-
dening, DIY and cleaning. “I’m happy to be here. I’m
lucky to find a really nice woman,” says Nataliia, an
accountant from Melitopol in southern Ukraine.

Amanda stresses she is “happy to continue” hosting
Nataliia’s family until they can rent independently. “At
the moment, it is impossible anyway, because it’s hard
for her to get a full-time job because of the children”.
Nevertheless she admits feeling “shock” at the red
tape and having to apply for welfare payments and
school places herself. Nataliia’s monthly sponsorship
payments of £350 ($422) took four months to arrive.
In the meantime, the UK plunged into a cost-of-living
crisis. “We live together, we are happy to be together
and to see what happens in future,” says Nataliia, who
hopes to return home one day.

Housing
Stan Benes, from Opora, a charity helping

Ukrainians, said that for many, renting accommodation

is problematic as there is not enough housing. A poll of
Ukrainians in October and November by the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) found 45 percent had prob-
lems renting. Of these, 59 percent cited lack of a guar-
antor or references. Nadiya, a Ukrainian on a one-year
research fellowship at Oxford, now has university
accommodation for herself and her daughter. But she
struggled with the rental market in what is one of the
UK’s costliest cities. “As soon as they knew I was
Ukrainian, (letting) agencies did not want to deal with
me,” she said.

Kateryna, a music teacher and singer from Dnipro
in east Ukraine, was offered a teaching job in London
after having to leave her sponsor in Wales at the end
of six months. But she could not find a landlord, even
with a guarantor. “The landlords don’t want to accept
us when they know we are refugees,” she added.
Eventually she managed to secure a rented studio flat,
also with mould problems. But she has no regrets and
wants to stay for her son.

Pressure
Half of Ukrainians expect to stay in the UK at least

three years, the ONS found, but sponsors are dwin-
dling. Recently there were 30 sponsorship offers ver-
sus 1,800 requests, said Benes. “People do want to
come but they are getting disheartened,” he said, urg-
ing local authorities to give more incentives. The Local
Government Association, which represents councils,
said as food and energy prices rise on the back of
soaring inflation, monthly support payments need to
increase.— AFP 

Mould, red tape: Ukrainians hosted 
in UK struggle to find own housing

UK scheme offers Ukrainians opportunity to live, work, study 

JOHANNESBURG: A general view of a vegetable garden in Victoria Yards, Johannesburg.— AFP 

IKEA faces a 
cyber-attack 
KUWAIT: On Saturday, 19 November 2022,
IKEA Kuwait and IKEA Morocco faced a cyber-
attack, causing disturbances on some operating
systems. The attack is being investigated together
with the relevant authorities as well as our cyber
security partners. IKEA Kuwait and IKEA
Morocco are independently operated by a fran-
chisee based in Kuwait. The operations and cus-
tomer meeting points are independent from any
other IKEA retailers. 

S African jobless 
rate edges down 
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s unemployment
rate fell slightly for a third consecutive quarter despite
power cuts that hampered economic activity across
the country, official data showed on Tuesday. Between
July and September, the jobless rate declined by one
percentage point over the second quarter to 32.9 per-
cent of the workforce, StatsSA said. 

The drop follows falls of 0.6 and 0.8 percentage
points in the second and first quarters of the year
respectively, the official statistics agency said.
Unemployment stood at 35.3 percent at the end of
2021. StatsSA said 204,000 jobs were added in the
third quarter, especially in manufacturing, trade, con-
struction and transport.

Poverty, inequality and joblessness run high in
South Africa, nearly three decades after the end of
apartheid. The country’s high unemployment rate has
fuelled protests and anti-foreigner sentiment. Youth
unemployment-among jobseekers aged 15-34 -
remains particularly high at 45.5 percent. South
Africa’s chronic problem of energy shortages has
worsened this year, with the state-owned monopoly
Eskom failing to keep pace with demand and maintain
its ageing coal-powered infrastructure.— AFP 

Twitter’s owner 
signals new ‘war’ 
against Apple
SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter owner Elon Musk on
Monday opened fire against Apple over its tight control
of what is allowed on the App Store, saying the iPhone
maker has threatened to oust his recently acquired
social media platform. Musk also joined the chorus cry-
ing foul over a 30 percent fee Apple collects on transac-
tions via its App Store-the sole gateway for applications
to get onto its billion plus mobile devices.

A series of tweets fired off by Musk included a
meme of a car with his first name on it veering onto a
highway off-ramp labeled “Go to War,” instead of con-
tinuing onwards towards “Pay 30%.” The billionaire
CEO also tweeted that Apple has “threatened to with-
hold Twitter from its App Store, but won’t tell us why.”
Apple did not immediately reply to an AFP request for
comment.

Both Apple and Google require social networking
services on their app stores to have effective systems
for moderating harmful or abusive content. But since
taking over Twitter last month, Musk has cut around half
of Twitter’s workforce, including many employees
tasked with fighting disinformation, while an unknown
number of others have voluntarily quit. He has also rein-
stated previously banned accounts, including that of
former president Donald Trump.

Yoel Roth, the former head of trust and safety at
Twitter who left after Musk took over, wrote in a New
York Times op-ed that “failure to adhere to Apple’s and

Google’s guidelines would be catastrophic,” and risk
“expulsion from their app stores.” Describing himself as
a “free speech absolutist,” Musk believes that all con-
tent permitted by law should be allowed on Twitter, and
on Monday described his actions as a “revolution
against online censorship in America.”

He also tweeted that he planned to publish “Twitter
Files on free speech suppression,” but without clarifying
what data he had in mind to share with the public.
Though Musk says Twitter is seeing record high
engagement with him at the helm, his approach has
startled the company’s major moneymaker-advertisers.
In recent weeks, half of Twitter’s top 100 advertisers
have announced they are suspending or have otherwise
“seemingly stopped advertising on Twitter,” an analysis
conducted by nonprofit watchdog group Media
Matters found.

Musk on Monday accused Apple of also having
“mostly stopped advertising on Twitter.” “Do they hate
free speech in America?” he asked, before replying with
a tweet tagging Apple CEO Tim Cook. In the first three
months of 2022, Apple was the top advertiser on
Twitter, spending some $48 million on ads which
accounted for more than 4 percent of the social media
platform’s revenue, according to a Washington Post
report citing an internal Twitter document.

Sarah Roberts, an information studies expert at
University of California, Los Angeles, told AFP that
“Musk didn’t understand that Twitter itself was a brand,
had cachet.” “Now companies don’t even want to be
associated with it. It’s not even that they worry about
the content. Twitter is a tainted brand, a brand non grata
companies don’t want to be associated with,” she
added.

Tarnishing Tesla? 
Musk on Monday also called Apple’s fee on transac-

tions through its App Store a “secret 30% tax.” He
shared a video released last year by Fortnite maker Epic
Games that portrayed Apple as an oppressor in a mock-
ing spin on a famous “1984” ad for Macintosh comput-
ers. Apple has clashed in court with Epic, which has
sought to break Apple’s grip on the App Store, accusing
the iPhone maker of operating a monopoly in its shop
for digital goods or services. A federal judge last year
ordered Apple to loosen control of its App Store pay-
ment options, but said Epic had failed to prove that
antitrust violations had taken place.

Musk’s controversial moves at Twitter, along with the
possibility he will need to sell more Tesla shares to keep
the social media platform afloat, has taken shine off of
the electric car company and its stock, according to
Wedbush analyst Dan Ives. “The Musk vs Apple new
battle is not what investors want to see,” Ives said in a
tweet. “(Wall) Street wants less drama, not more as this
Twitter situation remains the gift that keeps on giving for
the Tesla bears with every day a new chapter.”— AFP 

HONG KONG: Pedestrians pass a sign showing the num-
bers for the Hang Seng Index in Hong Kong. —  AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Twitter headquarters is pictured in down-
town San Francisco, California. — AFP 

Hungary expects 
EU to unfreeze 
COVID funds 
BUDAPEST: Hungary expects Brussels to lift its
embargo on frozen COVID recovery funds next month
and for their disbursement in 2023 if conditions are
met, Budapest’s chief negotiator with the bloc said
Tuesday. European Commission officials said last week
the executive did not yet accept that Hungary had
made sufficient anti-corruption and judicial reforms to
justify lifting the suspension. The bloc’s official position
on unfreezing the cash is expected to be announced
Wednesday, with a final decision due from EU finance
and economy ministers after a meeting scheduled for
next month. “What we are expecting now is the green
light from the Commission that we can conclude nego-
tiations... in December,” Tibor Navracsics told foreign
media in Budapest. The “realistic scenario” is that the
bloc will conditionally approve Hungary’s 5.8-billion-
euro ($6-billion) post-COVID recovery plan, accord-
ing to Navracsics. He believed the bloc would also
continue its suspension of 7.5 billion euros in funds
earmarked for Budapest until stringent conditions are
met. Hungary hopes that “next year all the suspended
EU funds can be at our disposal”, he added.

Brussels is constantly at loggerheads with
Hungary’s right-wing populist premier Viktor Orban
and his government over what it sees as their contempt
for democracy and the rule of law. Budapest in turn
frequently criticizes Brussels, including EU sanctions
on Russia over its invasion of Ukraine. Navracsics said
a resolution adopted by the European Parliament last
week that called for the funds to remain frozen had
turned “the political mood” in Brussels against
Hungary.—AFP
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SZEKESFEHERVAR: Rocketing energy bills are 
forcing Hungary to shutter libraries, theatres, 
swimming pools and even its new football stadiums 
for winter. The state-of-the-art grounds - symbols 
of right-wing nationalist Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban’s 12 years in power - are among a long list 
of buildings no longer able to cope with rising 
energy prices in the central European country. 

Despite being one of the country’s richest cities 
and being run by Orban’s own party, 
Szekesfehervar is one of many closing its muse-
ums, libraries and theatres. Its new 14,000-capac-
ity city-run stadium also pulled down its shutters 
this month to save costs, said mayor Andras Cser-
Palkovics. “Community spaces are what make a 
city. No one was happy about the measures but 
they accepted that they are needed,” Cser-
Palkovics, a member of Orban’s ruling Fidesz par-
ty, told AFP in Szekesfehervar’s City Hall. 

 
‘Won’t wait for miracles’ 

Like other cities, Szekesfehervar, 60 kilometers 
southwest of the capital Budapest, has tried to 
mitigate the effects of these closures. The next 
Hungarian league games are in late January, so no 
football matches have had to be called off because 
of the stadium’s closure. Local side Fehervar FC, 
which usually trains at the stadium during the win-
ter, can use other pitches in the city.  

“Fehervar FC’s professional work is not particu-
larly affected by the drastic decision to save ener-
gy,” the club said. Cser-Palkovics said the plan is 
for the stadium, only built in 2018, to reopen in 
mid-January, adding that he has asked the league 
to reschedule evening games in the New Year to 

save on pitch heating and floodlight costs. 
“We should not wait for miracles, we can help 

ourselves by our own measures,” he said. 
Elsewhere in the city, the Vorosmarty Theatre will 
close after performing its Christmas and New 
Year program and will reopen in March when the 
spring season kicks off , said its head Janos 
Szikora. “We won’t sit around desperately think-
ing, ‘Oh my God what will happen,’” Szikora told 
AFP, adding that while the theatre is closed actors 
will find other spaces to rehearse. 

 
Blaming Brussels 

The energy crisis - a ripple effect from the 
Ukraine war - has piled pressure on nationalist 
premier Orban, who has made low household utili-
ty bills a core policy over the last decade. Inflation 
in Hungary reached 21.6 percent in October, its 
highest level since 1996, and the third highest in 
the EU, according to Eurostat. Government-man-
dated price caps on basic foodstuffs and fuel 
aimed at stemming price rises have led to short-
ages in some shops and petrol stations.  

With recession looming - GDP contracted by 
0.4 percent in the third quarter - EU funds total-
ing more than 14 billion euros ($14.4 billion) have 
been withheld over corruption and rule-of-law 
concerns. “Rising energy bills and even more so 
inflation are affecting everyone - the question is 
who Hungarians will blame for these economic 
hardships,” said Andrea Virag, strategy director of 
the Budapest-based Republikon think tank. 

A government billboard campaign accuses the 
EU, saying “Brussels sanctions are ruining us”, 
while a government “national consultation” survey 

sent to households poses leading questions also 
critical of the sanctions. “It is clear that the tactic 
of the Hungarian government and Orban is to put 
all the blame on Brussels,” Virag told AFP. “There 
is some research that suggests that a huge amount 
of people believe Fidesz’s narrative.” It remains to 
be seen how many businesses will be forced to 
close for good in the months to come. 

While industrial Szekesfehervar is relatively 
wealthy, other municipalities particularly in poorer 

eastern regions are threatened by bankruptcy 
unless they get state support, according to mayor 
Cser-Palkovics. Geza Deli, a pensioner walking on 
Szekesfehervar’s main street, told AFP he agreed 
with City Hall’s strategy of reducing services 
deemed non-essential. “Obviously there are some 
basic public services which need support - prima-
rily education and healthcare. It is more important 
that a doctor can take care of me than I can go to 
a football match,” the 72-year-old said. —AFP

Hungary energy crisis bites; lights  
go out on stadiums and theatres

Energy crisis - a ripple effect from Ukraine war

EasyJet flies  
into 3rd straight 
annual loss 

 
LONDON: British airline EasyJet on Tuesday con-
firmed a third annual loss in a row, which was how-
ever far less than during the worst of the COVID 
pandemic. The no-frills carrier, which flies mainly 
across Europe, posted a loss after tax of £169 mil-
lion ($203 million) for its financial year to the end of 
September. That compared with a net loss of £858 
million in 2020/21, EasyJet added in a statement. The 
COVID pandemic ravaged global aviation, ground-
ing planes worldwide and forcing airlines to slash 
thousands of jobs in 2020. Demand has recovered 
sharply after most lockdowns were lifted. However, 
airlines and airports are struggling to recruit suffi-
cient staff after having axed so many positions. 

“EasyJet has achieved a record bounce back this 
summer,” chief executive Johan Lundgren said in the 
statement. He added that during the current “tough” 
economic climate, consumers would still look to go 
on holiday but seek out value, helping the no-frills 
carrier to do better than more established rivals. 
“Legacy carriers will struggle in this high-cost envi-
ronment,” Lundgren said. EasyJet revenue soared to 
£5.8 billion from £1.5 billion. Passenger numbers 
more than trebled to almost 70 million. 

“Freed from the holding pattern restrictions of 
the pandemic, EasyJet is beginning to emerge from 
the clouds,” said Richard Hunter, head of markets at 
Interactive Investor. “The outlook is also relatively 
upbeat, with revenue per seat for next year expect-
ed to increase by more than 20 percent.” EasyJet’s 
share price was however down more than four per-
cent following the results update. “EasyJet is doing 
everything it can to accelerate its recovery from 
Covid, but there just isn’t enough momentum to 
swing the company back to positive earnings,” said 
AJ Bell investment director Russ Mould. —AFP

SZEKESFEHERVAR: This photograph shows a petrol station of Hungarian company GP.  —AFP

S Korea orders  
striking truckers  
back to work 

 
SEOUL: South Korea ordered striking cement truck 
drivers back to work on Tuesday, a rare move that Seoul 
said was necessary because industrial action posed a 
danger to the economy. A broader truckers’ strike, 
which started Thursday over minimum pay, is generating 
an estimated 300 billion won ($226 million) in daily loss-
es, according to interior minister Lee Sang-min. 

The strike - the second major industrial action in 
less than six months - has again triggered concerns 
about the impact on global supply chains, already 
strained by prolonged COVID-19 lockdowns in 
China and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. While the 
walkout was organized by the 25,000-strong Cargo 
Truckers Solidarity Union, the back-to-work order 
only affects drivers specifically in the cement indus-
try - around 1,000 of those involved in the action. 

The government said the construction sector had 
been particularly hard-hit by the truckers’ strike, 
prompting the rare intervention. Due to the strike, 
“cement shipments plummeted by more than 90 per-
cent, and ready-mixed concrete construction was 
suspended at about 50 percent of construction 
s i tes,”  f inance minister Choo Kyung-ho told 
reporters, also slamming “illegal” actions to attack 
non-striking truckers. 

Tuesday’s back-to-work order was issued by con-
servative President Yoon Suk-yeol, who accused the 
striking drivers of “threatening the daily lives of people” 
and jeopardizing South Korea’s industrial base. This is 
the first time such an order has been imposed since it 
was codified under the Trucking Transport Business Act 
in 2004. “There is no justification nor rationale for tak-

ing people’s lives and the national economy hostage in 
order to achieve their own interests,” Yoon told a cabi-
net meeting. The order was necessary to avoid a more 
serious economic crisis, Yoon said. 

Truckers who fail to comply with the order may 
be punished with jail terms of up to three years and 
have their licences suspended, among other penal-
ties. The truckers’ union slammed the government’s 
decision, accusing it of “ordering us to die”. “The 
government made a decision to limit the basic rights 
of truckers by holding our livelihoods hostage,” it 
said in a statement. With fuel prices rising, the driv-

ers have been demanding the government make per-
manent the “safe freight rate” minimum pay scheme, 
which is set to expire at the end of the year. 

The government said last week it would extend 
the program for three years but truckers say more of 
them will become vulnerable to overwork and safety 
risks without a permanent minimum wage guarantee. 
“Hundreds of truck drivers have died of a heart 
attack inside a running vehicle. All of the cases have 
been counted as ‘traffic accidents’,” the union said. 
Negotiations were set to continue Wednesday after 
not reaching an agreement on Monday. —AFP

Japan’s PM wants  
defense budget to  
reach 2% of GDP  

 
TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
has told his cabinet to increase defense spending 
to two percent of GDP by 2027, up from a long-
standing level of around one percent. Kishida 
announced the plan to his defense and finance 
ministers late Monday, as Japan overhauls its 
defense and security strategies to address grow-
ing threats from China as well as the changing 
geopolitical landscape after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. 

In August, the defense ministry submitted a 
$40 billion budget request, but the figure will not 
be finalized until the government completes 
updates to several defense policies. “We’ll take 
budgetary measures to increase spending on 
defense and other outlays to two percent of cur-
rent GDP by 2027,” Defense Minister Yasukazu 
Hamada told reporters after talks with Kishida. 

Japan’s defense spending has been set at 
around one percent of GDP or less for decades, 
but Kishida’s Liberal Democratic Party has sig-
naled plans to boost that figure closer to the 
NATO standard of two percent. Growing pressure 
from China, including military exercises and the 
presence of boats around islands disputed with 
Japan, as well as Russia’s invasion of its neighbor, 
have helped build support for increased spending. 

A series of missile launches by North Korea, 
including some that have travelled over Japan, 
have also sharpened views. The issue has been 
controversial in Japan for several reasons, includ-
ing the country’s pacifist post-war constitution, 
which limits its military capacity to ostensibly 
defensive measures. Local media said one target 
of additional spending would be “counterstrike” 

capacity-weapons that can target enemy missile 
launch sites and are described by Tokyo as 
defensive. 

A poll published by the Kyodo news agency on 
Monday found over 60 percent of respondents 
favored obtaining a “counterstrike capability”. 
Speaking in parliament on Tuesday, Kishida said 
counterstrike capacity was one of several options 
being weighed. “This is being studied within the 
bounds of the constitution and international law,” 
he said, adding that a decision should be reached 
by the end of the year. 

Another contentious issue is how to pay for 
additional defense spending, with higher taxes 
unpopular, including inside Kishida’s LDP. Japan’s 
government is already saddled with enormous 

costs associated with an ageing and shrinking 
population, as well as the post-pandemic recov-
ery and fallout from the war in Ukraine. Hamada 
said Monday that Kishida told the government to 
find a way to boost spending, despite concerns 
about cost. 

“(We will) secure the necessary budget by 
coming up quickly with various approaches, 
instead of just saying we can’t because there 
aren’t sufficient financial resources,” he quoted the 
prime minister as saying. The Kyodo poll found 
around a third of respondents favor spending cuts 
elsewhere in the government’s budget to pay for 
increased defense spending. Just over 22 percent 
backed increased corporate taxes, and 13 percent 
favor the issuing of government bonds. —AFP

GENEVA: A plane of low cost airline EasyJet is seen at 
the Geneva Airport air traffic control, operated by Swiss 
air navigation service provider Skyguide. —AFP

BUSAN: South Korean soldiers work as truck drivers at the world’s third largest container port in Busan, as a truckers 
strike continues to drag on - leaving containers untouched.  —AFP

TOKYO: People walk through Ginza area in Tokyo. —AFP

HSBC bank sells  
Canadian ops for  
over $10 billion 

 
LONDON: HSBC has agreed to sell its Canadian 
division to Royal Bank of Canada for US$10.1 bil-
lion, the Asia-focused banking giant announced 
Tuesday. The large sale comes after UK-listed 
HSBC faced calls from biggest shareholder Ping An 
Insurance Group to cut costs and shift more 
resources to Asia. HSBC added in a statement that it 
would use the funds to invest in its core business 
and return cash to investors. “We decided to sell 
following a thorough review of the business... and 
concluded that there was a material value upside 
from selling,” said chief executive Noel Quinn. The 
Canadian divestment is expected to be completed in 
late 2023. —AFP 



Wednesday, November 30, 2022

F e a t u r e s

Established 1961 11
L i f e s t y l e

The winding cobbled alleys of Souq
Waqif create a labyrinthine bazaar
stuffed with dozens of small stores

hawking spices and perfumes, scented oils,
silk scarves, shimmering crystal chandeliers
and glittering jewelry. The Qatari capital’s old-
est souq also features shisha lounges,
antique stores, art galleries, restaurants and
a stop where shoppers can have a falcon -
the national bird of this small Arab country jut-
ting out into the Persian Gulf - sit on their
arm.

Qatar was once a dust-blown pearling port
transformed into an ultra-modern hub follow-
ing its 1990s natural gas boom, when expatri-
ates, Western consultants and engineers,
and low-paid South Asian construction work-
ers and cleaners poured into the country. The
1.2 million visitors expected during the World
Cup in energy-rich Qatar can sample the dai-
ly life of the 350,000 residents through a vari-
ety of tourist attractions and everyday activi-

ties.  The beaches have golden sand and
shallow, warm turquoise waters. Qatar has
over 560 kilometers (348 miles) of coastline
and Al Maroona is the most popular beach.

Want to get on the water? Take a cruise
on the Arabian Gulf in a dhow, an integral

part of Qatari culture and, before the oil era,
the traditional boats were used for pearl div-
ing, fishing and transporting goods. The
dhows are a daily visual of Qatar’s centuries-
old maritime heritage. 

‘Bachelor’s 
handbag’ enters
Aussie lexicon

Bachelor’s handbag - a roast chick-
en takeaway in a plastic bag-has
been voted the Australian people’s

choice as the new word of the year, the
Macquarie Dictionary said on Tuesday.
The Australian English dictionary defined
the term as a “noun Colloquial (humor-
ous) a takeaway roast chicken”.

It explained its origin as: “From the
fact that such a chicken requires no fur-

ther preparation before consumption, so
is seen as an easy meal favored by a
single person, and is often packaged in
a small plastic bag with a handle, resem-
bling a handbag.” The phrase, which
came top in an online vote, combines
Australians’ love of irreverent wordplay
and chicken - also known as “chook”.

Takeaway chicken shops are found in
many Australian suburbs and few pub
menus fail to offer either chicken
schnitzel or chicken parm (Parmigiana).
“We have had a fair bit of feedback that
some people call it the tradie’s (trades-
person’s) handbag or the bachelor’s
briefcase,” Macquarie Dictionary manag-
ing editor Victoria Morgan told AFP.

“Then of course there’s that little bit
of backlash - but I think they have
missed the point a bit - you know, some-
one saying: ‘Oh, I have a family, you
don’t have to be a bachelor’. No, no,
this is just a name.” Other gems added
to the dictionary this year include a
“spicy cough” for a COVID infection, and
a “gigafire” for a bushfire that scorches
more than 100,000 hectares.
“Orthosomnia” also earned an entry,
even though it is not of Australian origin.
It refers to an insomnia “thought to be
caused by a preoccupation with obtain-
ing the amount and quality of sleep rec-
ommended by a wearable tracking
device, often resulting in anxiety”.

The dictionary committee’s formal
choice for word of the year was “teal”.
Not just a color, teal also defines a new
crop of independent politicians combin-
ing environmental green and conserva-
tive blue policies who gained promi-

nence in May general elections. “It’s
hard to go past teal as an emblem of
Australia’s political landscape in 2022,”
the committee said.

The Macquarie Dictionary announce-
ment landed less than a week after the
Australian National Dictionary Centre,
which researches Australian English,
also chose teal as its word of the year.
The centre’s shortlist included “cooker”,
a derogatory term for a person protest-
ing against COVID vaccines and lock-
downs, and “quiet quitting” for an
employee not working beyond their
specified hours and duties.— AFP 

A plane flies over the
Crescent Tower Lusail
during sunrise in Lusail,
Qatar. — AFP photos

Worshippers pray at a mosque in Doha, Qatar.

A man walks at the Doha Corniche in front of the skyline on
the day before the start of the Soccer World Cup in Doha.

People take 
photographs of

the Pearl 
monument at the

Corniche sea
promenade in

Doha, Qatar.

Brazil’s soccer team fans jump for a photo along the Doha corniche in
Qatar.

A mural painting of late soccer star Diego Maradona is seen as people pass
by, during the second anniversary of his death at West Bay, in Doha.

A former pearl diver Saad Ismail talks to a client in his pearl shop in Souq
Waqif market in Doha.
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Dozens of modern artworks removed
from Kyiv to protect them from
Russian strikes that have already

done huge damage to Ukraine’s cultural
heritage will go on display at a Madrid
museum on Tuesday. The works on show
at the Thyssen-Bornemisza National
Museum of Art as part of the “In the Eye
of the Storm: Modernism in Ukraine
1900-1930” exhibition include oil paint-
ings, sketches and collages. Francesca
Thyssen-Bornemisza founded “Museums
for Ukraine” which is seeking to show-
case Ukrainian art, using the museum
which houses her late father’s collection
for the exhibition.

The Madrid exhibition is one of a num-
ber of showings of Ukraine’s cultural her-
itage across Europe, as well as an effort
to raise awareness of the threat posed to
the war-torn country’s artistic legacy as
fighting grinds on. Curators say it is one
of the most comprehensive surveys of
Ukrainian modern art in the period
between 1900 to 1930. Many of the
works have hardly been seen outside of
Ukraine. The exhibition will run at the
museum until April 30, and then go on

show in Cologne in Germany from
September 2023.

‘Vision’ of Russia’s destruction 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said in

a video shown at a preview Monday that
“this is a vision of what Russia is trying to
destroy”. After weeks of intense prepara-
tion, the pieces were loaded into two
trucks in mid-November just before the
Ukrainian capital came under intense
missile fire. As it headed to the Polish
border the convoy avoided passing infra-
structure likely to be attacked, Thyssen-
Bornemisza said. When the convoy
reached the border, they found it shut
because a missile had just landed in a
Polish village killing two people.

Thyssen-Bornemisza said she then
asked Ukraine’s ambassador to Spain for
help, who in turn contacted “every politi-
cian he knew between Poland and
Ukraine”. “It took them 12 hours that
night-they managed to get through,” she
said. UNESCO, the United Nations’ cul-
tural agency, says over 200 cultural sites
in Ukraine, including museums, have
been damaged since Russia invaded

Ukraine in February. Krista Pikkat,
UNESCO’s cultural and emergencies
director, said in October that “cultural her-
itage is very often collateral damage dur-
ing wars-but sometimes it’s specifically
targeted”.

‘Talk about the war’ 
The exhibition follows a chronological

order. It starts with the 1910s when
Ukraine was part of the Russian empire
and ends in the 1930s when several
artists died during purges carried out by
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, said one of
the show’s curators Katia Denysova.
Most of the works come from the National
Art Museum of Ukraine.

Among the works on display is
“Composition”, a Cubist-inspired painting
by Vadym Meller and a realistic portrait of
a soldier by Kostiantyn Yeleva. “It is
important for us to continue to talk about
the war,” Denysova said. “But we also
want to show with this project that Ukraine
has so much more to offer.”—AFP 

Metallica on Monday announced a
global tour and its forthcoming 12th
studio album, “72 seasons,” its first

since 2016. The album is set for release on
April 14 of next year, and the tour will kick
off that same month in Amsterdam. The
rockers will play two dates in each city they
visit, and promise different setlists and sup-
porting acts for each. Metallica will play
several shows in Europe including in Paris,
Hamburg and Madrid, with a string of
dates across North America including in
Los Angeles, Detroit, Montreal and Mexico
City also slated.

On Monday the heavy metal band also
released a new song off the 12-track
album, “Lux Aeterna.” Explaining the

album’s title, frontman James Hetfield, 59,
said “72 seasons. The first 18 years of our
lives that form our true or false selves.”
“The concept that we were told ‘who we
are’ by our parents. 

A possible pigeonholing around what
kind of personality we are. I think the most
interesting part of this is the continued
study of those core beliefs and how it
affects our perception of the world today,”
continued his statement. “Much of our
adult experience is reenactment or reac-
tion to these childhood experiences.
Prisoners of childhood or breaking free of
those bondages we carry.”— AFP

Kim Kardashian 
‘re-evaluating’ 
Balenciaga ties after
controversial ads

Reality show star and social
media titan Kim Kardashian
said she is “re-evaluating” her

involvement with luxury fashion
house Balenciaga, after it apologized
for ads featuring children holding ted-
dy bears wearing what critics called
bondage gear. The French brand,
part of the luxury Kering group, last
week withdrew the photos from the
Spring/Summer 2023 advertising
campaign. Two of them showed
young children holding handbags in
the shape of teddy bears, which were
wearing black leather straps with sil-
ver studs. Internet commentators
noticed another photo from a
Balenciaga-Adidas ad collaboration
showed printed documents from a
US Supreme Court ruling on child
pornography.

After that revelation, Balenciaga
filed a $25 million lawsuit against
the company that produced the
advertisements, according to
reports. “As a mother of four, I have
been shaken by the disturbing
images,” Kardashian, a celebrity
ambassador for the brand, wrote on
Instagram Sunday night, adding
that she had spent the last few
days talking with the Balenciaga
team “to understand for myself how
this could have happened.”

“The safety of children must be
held with the highest regard and any
attempts to normalize child abuse of
any kind should have no place in our
society-period,” she wrote. “As for
my future with Balenciaga, I am cur-
rently re-evaluating my relationship
with the brand,” the star posted to
her account, which has 74 million
followers.

Last week, Balenciaga posted an
apology on its own Instagram
account. “Our plush bear bags
should not have been featured with
children in this campaign. We have
immediately removed the campaign
from all platforms,” the post said.
They then posted another apology,
this time addressing the ad that fea-
tured the court documents referenc-
ing child pornography laws.

“We apologize for displaying
unsettling documents in our cam-
paign. We take this matter very seri-
ously and are taking legal action
against the parties responsible for
creating the set and including unap-
proved items for our Spring 23 cam-
paign photoshoot,” the post said. The
New York Post reported that
Balenciaga had filed a $25 million
lawsuit against production company
North Six and set designer Nicholas
Des Jardins.

Amelia Brankov, a lawyer for Des
Jardins, said there “certainly was no
malevolent scheme going on.” “As
Balenciaga is aware, numerous box-
es of documents simply were
sourced from a prop house as rental
items,” she told AFP. “Moreover, rep-
resentatives from Balenciaga were
present at the shoot, overseeing it
and handling papers and props, and
Des Jardins as a set designer was
not responsible for image selection
from the shoot,” the lawyer added.
For Balenciaga, who apologized
again on Monday following
Kardashian’s comments, the contro-
versy comes at a bad time.

It had ended its partnership with
Kardashian’s ex-husband, rapper
and designer Kanye West, last
month after West, also known as Ye,
posted an anti-Semitic tweet and
appeared at a Paris fashion show
wearing a shirt with the slogan
“White Lives Matter,” a rebuke to the
Black Lives Matter racial equality
movement.—AFP

Baguettes, Rai 
and Cuban rum: 
UNESCO mulls 
heritage status

The French baguette, Algerian Rai
music and Tunisia’s harissa condi-
ment are among this year’s con-

tenders for recognition as intangible cultur-
al heritage by UNESCO, which started
deliberations Monday in Morocco. The
United Nations’ cultural agency is examin-
ing 56 proposals for items to add to its
Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage, includ-
ing four in urgent need of preservation-
including the pottery of the Cham people of
central Vietnam. This year’s meetings in
Morocco, which holds the organization’s
rotating presidency, are the first to be held
in person since the coronavirus pandemic.

UNESCO will tweet its decisions start-
ing from Tuesday afternoon. Other con-
tenders include a French-Belgian applica-

tion for fairgrounds, the chai (tea) culture of
Azerbaijan and Turkey, traditional Chinese
tea-processing technique and a central
Asian lute called the Rubab. Cuban light
rum and the Serbian plum brandy known
as Slivovitz also make the list.

The organization stresses that the list
honors traditions, practices and knowledge
and all such forms of culture that are
“human treasures” that cannot be touched.
Rai music is on the list not just as a form of
music but as a whole cultural tradition. The
2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage aims to
safeguard and raise awareness about the
“intangible cultural heritage of the commu-
nities, groups and individuals concerned”.

“Intangible cultural heritage, transmit-
ted from generation to generation, is con-
stantly recreated by communities and
groups in response to their environment,
their interaction with nature and their his-
tory, and provides them with a sense of
identity and continuity, thus promoting
respect for cultural diversity and human
creativity,” it says. — AFP

A journalist takes a picture near ‘The 1st of
May’ by Viktor Palmov in the first decades
of the 20th century at the Thyssen-
Bornemisza museum. 

A gallery assistant stands near ‘Rest’ by Oleksandr Syrotenko during the press preview of
‘In the Eye of the Storm’ an exhibition on Ukrainian avant-garde art in the first decades of
the 20th century at the Thyssen-Bornemisza museum. — AFP photos

Marina Drogotiu (right), chief curator of the National Museum of Ukraine, stands near a
painting during the press preview of ‘In the Eye of the Storm’ an exhibition on Ukrainian
avant-garde art.

Ukrainian curator Katia Denysova speaks during a press conference on ‘In the Eye of the
Storm’ museum.

Ukrainian violinist Bhodana Pivnenko and pianist Anna Khmara (right) of ‘Touch of Angel’
musician group perform during the press preview of ‘In the Eye of the Storm’ museum.

In this file photo US media personali-
ty Kim Kardashian attends the 2020
Vanity Fair Oscar Party following the
92nd Oscars at The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts in
Beverly Hills. — AFP 

Metallica announces 
new album, world tour
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RAWALPINDI: A recharged England, playing swash-
buckling cricket under skipper Ben Stokes and coach 
Brendon McCullum, will get their first taste of Pakistan 
conditions in 17 years when the first Test begins in 
Rawalpindi on Thursday. Under Stokes and former New 
Zealand great McCullum, England have remodeled their 
game - winning six of their last seven Tests at home 
playing what has been dubbed “Bazball” after the 
coach’s nickname. 

That came after a dismal sequence of just one win in 
17 Tests - including a 4-0 humiliation in the Ashes in 
Australia - resulting in head coach Chris Silverwood 
being sacked and Stokes taking over as skipper from 
Joe Root. But low and slow pitches in Pakistan - where 
England last played a Test in 2005 - pose a different 
challenge, McCullum admits. Security issues have meant 
Pakistan have had to play most of their home Tests of 
the last two decades on neutral grounds, usually the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“We understand the size of the challenge in front of 
us - but that’s great, and that’s why you want to play the 
game,” McCullum told a press conference. “But at the 
same time, if we are given the opportunity to try and 
play aggressive and attacking cricket, we’ll try and take 
that option.” England’s new approach saw them chase 
down targets of 277, 299, 296 and 378 with ease to win 
Tests this year. But they have won only two of the 22 
Tests they have played in Pakistan, losing four and 
drawing the other 16. 

Seam spearhead James Anderson, who toured with 
England in 2005 but didn’t play a Test, will have to draw 
on his 667-wicket experience to get life out of the 
expected unresponsive pitches with express pace 
bowler Mark Wood ruled out with a hip injury. Root will 

anchor an inexperienced batting line-up that needs to 
counter Pakistan’s new spin attack of left-armer 
Nauman Ali plus uncapped pair Zahid Mahmood and 
Abrar Ahmed. 

 
Shaheen out 

The home team will miss strike bowler Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, who is out of the series with a knee injury, while 
veteran spinner Yasir Shah has been dropped after 
struggling for form. An inexperienced pace attack will 
be led by Naseem Shah, who has played 13 Tests, while 
Haris Rauf and Mohammad Wasim Junior are both in 
line to make their Test debuts.  

“It’s always great to play England and I look forward 
to getting on this journey with our talented bunch of 
players,” tweeted captain Babar Azam. If Pakistan win 
the series 2-0 they will jump to second from fifth in the 
World Test Championship, with a series at home against 
New Zealand left to play.  The top two of nine teams will 
contest the final next year. England are seventh and out 
of contention for the final. 

Pakistan may prepare a more result-oriented pitch at 
the Rawalpindi stadium after it produced 1,187 runs for 
the loss of just 14 wickets in a tame draw against 
Australia earlier this year. That pitch was rated “below 
average” by match referee Ranjan Madugalle and 
described as “dead” by Australian batter Steve Smith. If 
the pitch takes spin, England will rely on the experience 
of left-armer Jack Leach and may even bring in 18-year-
old uncapped leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed, drafted into 
the squad last week after being initially named as a 
reserve. Leach has experience on Asian pitches, taking 
28 wickets in Sri Lanka and 18 in India in the last four 
years. —AFP

Recharged England face Pakistan  
challenge in long-awaited series

First taste of Pakistan conditions in 17 years
 

Five memorable  
Pakistan-England  
Tests 

 
RAWALPINDI: Pakistan play England in a home 
Test series for the first time since 2005 starting 
Thursday. AFP Sport looks at five of the most 
memorable matches since the two sides first met 
in 1954. 

 
The Oval, 1954 

Pakistan were on their first tour of England 
since earning Test status two years earlier, and 
despite being regarded as the “babies” of the 
sport, they beat a formidable home side - with 
pacer Fazal Mahmood taking 12 wickets in the 
fourth match. After Frank Tyson and Peter Loader 
bundled Pakistan out for a mere 133, Pakistan hit 
back through their pace duo of Fazal (6-53) and 
Khan Mohammad (4-58) to take a slender three-
run lead. Pakistan managed 164 in their second 
innings to set a 168-run target, but despite hav-
ing Denis Compton and Len Hutton in their ranks, 
England were routed by Fazal’s 6-46. Playing 
only their ninth Test, Pakistan won by 24 runs. 

 
Faisalabad, 1987 

The second Test of the three-match series will 
always be remembered for the on-field con-
frontation between England skipper Mike Gatting 
and Pakistan umpire Shakoor Rana. Rana accused 
Gatting of attempting to change the field as the 
bowler was running in, leading to a face-to-face 
confrontation with raised voices and jabbing fin-
gers. Rana demanded an apology, but Gatting 
initially refused - and no play was held on day 
three. The matter escalated to the extent that the 
rest of the tour was thrown into doubt, and the 
foreign offices of both nations got involved. 
Eventually, Gatting relented, and the match 
resumed - petering out into a stale draw over-
shadowed by the controversy. 

 
Karachi, 2000 

England achieved only their second Test vic-
tory in Pakistan, breaking the home nation’s 34-
match unbeaten streak at the National Stadium. 
Pakistan lost the plot on the fifth morning, losing 
their last six wickets for only 30 runs. That gave 
England a target of 176 runs, which they achieved 
for six wickets in near darkness and just 15 balls 
remaining. In the gloom, Pakistan captain Moin 
Khan repeatedly appealed for the match to be 
called off, but West Indian umpire Steve Bucknor 
rejected his pleas — reminding him it was only 
the batting side’s prerogative to “take the light”. 

 
The Oval, 2006 

The Test was poised for an intriguing finish 
until Inzamam-ul-Haq refused to take the field on 
the fourth day. The Pakistan skipper was 
incensed at the decision of the umpires - 
Australian Darrell Hair and West Indian Billy 
Doctrove - to add five runs to England’s total 
because of ball tampering. After an hour of dead-
lock Inzamam finally lead his side out, only for 
the umpires to rule Pakistan had already forfeited 
the game. Inzamam was later cleared of ball tam-
pering, but banned for four one-day internation-
als for his actions. Umpire Hair was also cen-
sured, and suspended from the elite panel for 
nearly two years. 

 
Lord’s, 2010 

The fourth day of the Test started under the 
shadow of a shocking report in The News of the 
World newspaper of three Pakistan players 
involved in a spot-fixing scandal. The report 
said sports agent Mazhar Majeed accepted 
150,000 pounds from an undercover reporter to 
arrange deliberate no-balls from Pakistan’s 
bowlers Mohammad Amir and Mohammad Asif. 
Amir and Asif had bowled no-balls during the 
match - on the orders of skipper Salman Butt, 
they said - and all three were later jailed in 
Britain and banned from cricket. England won 
the match by an innings and 225 runs to take the 
series 3-1. —AFP

The AlGhanim  
Show Jumping  
Competition 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The higher organizing committee 
(HOC) of AlGhanim Show Jumping Competition 
completed its preparation for the first edition - 
to be held at the Kuwait Riding Club fields, with 
the participation of more than 300 riders from 
local clubs. Member of HOC Rider Jassim Al-
Khalfan said, the committee is now ready for 
the competition. 

He said the championship will be held on 
Friday and Saturday. There will be five rounds 
on the first day for heights of 60-80 cm, 100-
105 cm, 110-115 cm, 120-125 cm, and 135-145 
cm. On the second and closing day, there will 
be six rounds over heights of 70-90 cm, 110-
120 cm, 130 cm, 130-135 cm and 140-145 cm 
(Grand Prize). KD 12,000 in prizes will be allo-
cated for this event, in addition to other prizes 
worth KD 4,000.  

An international path designer Anderia 
Gulombo designed the runs - and was assisted 
by Yacoub Al-Nasallah and Abdelrahman Al-
Fuzaie. The referees committee is headed by 
Nedar Al-Mustafa and the committee includes 
Ibtisam Al-Arouri, Dalal Al-Obaid, Raghad Al-
Dabbous and Yahya Al-Hadban. 

England’s head coach Brendon McCullum 

Ex-boxing referee  
admits cheating to  
help Pacquiao win  

 
MANILA: Former boxing referee Carlos Padilla 
has admitted cheating to help fellow Filipino Manny 
Pacquiao defeat Australian Nedal “Skinny” Hussein 
in a fight more than two decades ago. Pacquiao was 
21 and a rising star when he went 10 rounds against 
Hussein for the WBC International super-ban-
tamweight title near the Philippine capital Manila in 
2000. But in a stunning confession, Padilla-known 
for refereeing the “Thrilla in Manila” between 
Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier in 1975 — said he 
helped Pacquiao secure victory by “prolonging” 
the standard 10-count when the Filipino was 
knocked down and left dazed in the fourth round. 

“I am a Filipino and everybody is Filipino 
watching the fight, so I prolong the count. I know 
how to do it,” Padilla, who was recently inducted 
into the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame, said in an 
interview posted on the World Boxing Council’s 
YouTube page. “When he get up I said to him 
‘hey are you okay?’-and that’s prolonging the 
fight,” a smiling Padilla said. Pacquiao later head-
butted Hussein, leaving the Australian with a cut 
above his left eye. 

But Padilla classified the head clash as a 
“punch”. Pacquiao won by a technical knockout 
after the doctor stopped the fight due to Hussein’s 
bleeding. “I declare it a punch but it’s (a head-
butt),” Padilla said, which allowed the fight to con-
tinue. “As a referee, that’s the best way to do-let 

the doctor stop the fight but they know that it’s my 
fault.” Hussein, who was coached by Australian 
former world champion Jeff Fenech, said on 
Instagram that Padilla’s admission was a “travesty 
and a true injustice”. 

“They should be held accountable for the sport 
we love,” Hussein said in a post addressed to World 
Boxing Council president Mauricio Sulaiman. 
Pacquiao did not immediately respond to AFP’s 
requests for comment. The 43-year-old multiple 
world champion retired last year from the sport to 
make a failed crack at the presidency of his country. 
He has an exhibition fight against a South Korean 
YouTuber in December, which he has described as 
“my comeback to the ring”. —AFP

Manny Pacquiao

Ferrari’s Binotto  
pays price for Red  
Bull dominance 

 
PARIS: Mattia Binotto has resigned as team principal of 
Formula One giants Ferrari, the historic Italian manufactur-
er announced on Tuesday. “Ferrari NV announces that it 
has accepted the resignation of Mattia Binotto who will 
leave his role as Scuderia Ferrari Team Principal on 
December 31,” read the statement. The 53-year-old 
Swiss-born Italian had been with Ferrari for almost three 
decades, stepping up to the role of team principal in 2019. 

Rumors had been swirling about Binotto’s future 
ahead of the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix earli-

er this month as the team failed to mount a serious chal-
lenge to Red Bull after a promising start to the campaign. 
“With the regret that this entails, I have decided to con-
clude my collaboration with Ferrari,” Binotto said in the 
statement. “I am leaving a company that I love, which I 
have been part of for 28 years, with the serenity that 
comes from the conviction that I have made every effort 
to achieve the objectives set. “I leave a united and grow-
ing team. A strong team, ready, I’m sure, to achieve the 
highest goals, to which I wish all the best for the future.” 

Benedetto Vigna, CEO of Ferrari Group, said Binotto 
had achieved many things in his role, including making 
Ferrari competitive again. “I would like to thank Mattia 
for his many great contributions over 28 years with 
Ferrari and particularly for leading the team back to a 
position of competitiveness during this past year,” said 
Vigna. “As a result, we are in a strong position to renew 
our challenge, above all for our amazing fans around the 
world, to win the ultimate prize in motorsport.” —AFP 
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     News in brief

Iran’s Daei faces ‘threats’  
 
PARIS: Iranian football legend Ali Daei on 
Monday said he had been targeted by threats 
after backing ongoing protests in Iran triggered 
by the death of Mahsa Amini. Amini, a 22-year-
old Iranian of Kurdish origin, died on September 
16, three days after her arrest by the notorious 
morality police while visiting Tehran with her 
younger brother. Daei, whose 109 goals at inter-
national level was long unsurpassed until he was 
overtaken by Cristiano Ronaldo, played in Iran’s 
legendary 1998 2-1 World Cup victory against the 
United States. He decided not be go to the World 
Cup in Qatar due to the Iranian authorities’ dead-
ly crackdown on the protests. “I have received 
numerous threats against myself and my family in 
recent months and days from some organizations, 
medias and unknown individuals,” Daei said in a 
statement on Instagram. “I was taught humanity, 
honor, patriotism and freedom.... What do you 
want to achieve with such threats?” he added.  
 
 

FA Cup third round 
 
LONDON: Manchester City will host Chelsea in 
the standout tie of the FA Cup third round as 
holders Liverpool and Manchester United were 
also drawn against Premier League opposition 
on Monday. Liverpool begin their defense of the 
trophy at home to struggling Wolves, while 
United host Everton. City have already dumped 
Graham Potter’s men out of the League Cup with 
a 2-0 win at the Etihad earlier this month. The 
sides will meet again on the weekend of January 
6-9, once the club game resumes after a break 
for the World Cup. Premier League leaders 
Arsenal travel to League One Oxford United, 
while Newcastle will begin their quest for a first 
FA Cup since 1955 away to Sheffield Wednesday. 
West Ham make the short trip to Brentford and 
Southampton travel to Crystal Palace in the other 
all Premier League ties. 
 
 

FIFA lifts ban on Kenya  
 
NAIROBI: FIFA has lifted a ban on Kenya’s 
national football federation, following the govern-
ment’s decision to reinstate the body after dis-
banding it over corruption allegations, the coun-
try’s sports minister said Monday. In February, 
football’s world governing body suspended the 
Football Kenya Federation (FKF), citing govern-
ment interference after the authorities shut down 
the organisation last year over graft allegations. 
Earlier this month, Sports Minister Ababu 
Namwamba announced that the federation would 
be reinstated but warned its former chief, who is 
facing corruption charges, against returning to 
the FKF until his case was concluded. On 
Monday, Namwamba told reporters in Nairobi 
that he had met with FIFA officials in Qatar to 
review Kenya’s suspension. “I would like to 
express my delight for Kenya to return back to 
international football,” he said, announcing the 
lifting of the ban.  
 
 

Hero World Challenge 
 
MIAMI: Tiger Woods has withdrawn from this 
week’s Hero World Challenge in the Bahamas 
because of plantar fasciitis in his right foot, the 
15-time major champion said on Twitter on 
Monday. Woods said he would focus on his host-
ing duties at the 20-man unofficial tournament at 
the Albany course, which benefits his charity TGR 
Foundation. It was to have been his first start 
since he missed the cut in the Open 
Championship at St Andrews in July. “In prepara-
tion and practice for this week’s Hero World 
Challenge, I’ve developed plantar fasciitis in my 
right foot, which is making it difficult to walk,” 
Woods said in a statement posted on social 
media. “After consulting with my doctors and 
trainers, I have decided to withdraw this week 
and focus on my hosting duties. My plan is still to 
compete in The Match and PNC Championship.” 
The Match is a 12-hole exhibition event that also 
features Rory McIlroy, Jordan Spieth and Justin 
Thomas on December 10.  —From AFP

Durant powers Nets past  
Magic; Pacers stun Lakers

In Washington, Porzingis did it all for Wizards
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant scored a season-high 45 
points to power Brooklyn to a 109-102 NBA victory over 
the Orlando Magic on Monday that kept the Nets trend-
ing in the right direction. Durant’s was just one of the 40-
point performances on Monday as Devin Booker poured 
in 44 to lead the Phoenix Suns to a 122-117 victory over 
the Kings in Sacramento and Washington Wizards center 
Kristaps Porzingis scored a career-high 41 in a 142-127 
victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

While the league-leading Boston Celtics romped to 
victory again, leading wire-to-wire in a 140-105 win 
over the Charlotte Hornets, the Philadelphia 76ers erased 
a 16-point deficit to beat the Atlanta Hawks 104-101 in 
star center Joel Embiid’s return from injury. In Brooklyn, 
the Nets had their hands full early with the Magic, who 
led by 10 in the first quarter. The Nets were up by one at 
half-time, and Durant erupted in the third quarter, scor-
ing 19 points, blocking two shots and coming up with a 
steal in the period as the Nets seized control. 

“Teammates set great screens for me, the paint was 
opened up because we were spaced off properly and I 
was able to knock some shots down,” Durant said after 
the game. It’s been a rocky season for Brooklyn, who had 
just sacked coach Steve Nash in the wake of a 1-5 start 
when star guard Kyrie Irving was embroiled in contro-
versy after posting a link to an anti-semitic film on social 
media. Durant, who was a ruthlessly efficient 19 of 24 
from the floor and also had seven rebounds and five 
assists, was delighted to see them put together back-to-
back victories and move to 11-11 for the season. 

“We’ve been through a lot so far,” he said. “Getting to 
.500 is a definite goal of ours the last couple of weeks-
we were right on the cusp. We just want to keep pro-
gressing.” Indiana rookie Andrew Nembhard drained a 
buzzer-beating three-pointer to give the Pacers a 
thrilling 116-115 victory over the Lakers in Los Angeles. 
The Lakers looked headed to a third straight victory 
when they led 101-84 with 9:59 to play. But the Pacers 
kept coming, knotting it at 113-113 on Tyrese Haliburton’s 

driving layup with 39.8 seconds remaining. 
Lakers superstar LeBron James-who rolled his ankle 

in the first quarter but returned to action after a trip to 
the locker room-responded with a layup of his own to 
make it 115-113. But when Myles Turner missed a three-
pointer on the Pacers’ ensuing possession the Lakers 
couldn’t corral the rebound. Haliburton grabbed it and 
fired to Nembhard who drilled the game-winner. “It felt 
good coming off my fingers, that’s for sure,” Nembhard 
told broadcaster Bally Sports Indiana in an on-court 
interview shortly before he was doused with water by 
teammates in celebration. 

It was business as usual in Boston, where Jayson 
Tatum returned from a one-game absence to score 35 
points and sat out the fourth quarter with the game well 
in hand. Jaylen Brown, who had carried the load in 
Tatum’s absence in a blowout victory over Washington 
on Sunday, had his turn to rest, sitting out with a sore 
neck. It didn’t matter at all as the Celtics knocked down 
24 three-pointers and kept their offense clicking with 40 
assists. In Washington, Porzingis did it all for the Wizards, 
connecting on 12 of 18 shots-including six three point-
ers-to amass his 41 points in less than 31 minutes on the 
floor. He added three blocks and two steals. —AFP 

Why are Man Utd,  
Liverpool both up  
for sale now? 

 
MANCHESTER: Manchester United 
fans have celebrated the news that the 
Glazer family are open to selling the 
club after an acrimonious relationship 
with supporters during their 17 years in 
charge. But United are not the only 
iconic English club on the market with 
Liverpool’s owners, the Fenway Sports 
Group, also seeking to sell a share or 
al l  of their stake in the six-time 
European champions. AFP Sport looks 
at the reasons why both the two most 
successful clubs in English football his-
tory are up for sale: 

 
Super League stalemate 

The Glazers and FSG were behind the 
botched attempt at a breakaway European 
Super League in 2021 that rapidly col-
lapsed amid a furious backlash from fans, 
governing bodies and politicians. A cabal 
of 12 leading European clubs sought to 
create a closed league format common in 
US sport without promotion or relegation 
or the need to qualify every year as they 
do currently for the Champions League. 

The idea was to maximize revenue 
from more guaranteed games against 
top level opposition, while also con-
trolling costs in an attempt to make 
clubs far more profitable. Barcelona, 
Real Madrid and Juventus are going 
through the courts in an attempt to get 
the Super League off the ground. But 

with opposition to the project still 
fierce in England, it would be hugely 
unpopular move for any Premier 
League owner to pursue. 

 
Newcastle threat 

Without a Super League, Champions 
League revenue is even more vital to 
United and Liverpool. However, their 
place at the top table of European foot-
ball is set to come under increasing 
threat by the rise of Newcastle under 
the ownership of the Saudi sovereign 
wealth fund. As the Premier League 
takes a mid-season break for the World 
Cup, neither United nor Liverpool are in 
the top four. Just over 12 months into a 
new era, Newcastle are up in third. 

Both clubs have already been stung 
by state wealth as Abu Dhabi-backed 
Manchester City have superseded their 
traditional rivals to become the domi-
nant force in English football over the 
past decade. For the fourth time in 10 
years, United failed to qualify for the 
Champions League this season. 
Liverpool are in the competition for a 
sixth consecutive season thanks to 
coach Jurgen Klopp’s transformation of 
the Reds’ fortunes. But prior to that run, 
Liverpool reached the Champions 
League just once in seven years. 

 
Chelsea sale price 

Despite a fire sale caused by sanc-
tions imposed on Roman Abramovich for 
his links to the Kremlin, Chelsea fetched 
a record price for a football club of £2.5 
billion ($3 billion) in May thanks to a 
bidding war. Tellingly, United’s owners 

have appointed Raine, the same bank 
used in the Chelsea sale to lead the 
process for fresh investment. With a far 
more glorious history than the Blues and 
a larger global fanbase, both United and 
Liverpool should fetch a higher price 
despite being based in England’s north-
west compared to London. Analysts 
believe United could fetch as much as 
£5 billion for a club the Glazers bought 
for £790 million in a leveraged takeover. 
FSG are in line for a 10-fold increase on 
the £300 million they spent to acquire 
Liverpool in 2010. 

 
Changing economic climate 

As interest rates rise to try and quell 
inflation around the globe, the burden of 
carrying debt has become a lot more 

onerous. United’s net borrowings 
swelled to £515 million in the 2021/22 
season. The Glazers also recognized the 
need for major capital expenditure on 
upgrading Old Trafford in their state-
ment on seeking investment. 

Liverpool are going through a sec-
ond expansion of the club’s stadium 
during FSG’s tenure with an £80 million 
redevelopment of the Anfield Road 
Stand. On the field, Liverpool fans are 
also crying out for investment in new 
players after a dramatic drop off in per-
formances this season by an ageing 
squad. With borrowing far more expen-
sive than it has been for most of their 
time in English football, both the Glazers 
and FSG appear to have decided now is 
the time to cash out. —AFP

MANCHESTER: A poster shows an image of Ronaldo outside of Old Trafford stadium, 
the home ground of Manchester United football team, in Manchester, northern 
England. —AFP

Tunisia ambassador  
visits Tomooh Club 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Al-
Hashemi Ajili visited Tomooh Sports Club and 
watched the match between Tunis and Australia 
who are participating in the World Cup along 
with club members. The ambassador said he 
was happy to be among the athletes, their par-
ents and the Tunisian community. He lauded the 
organization. Chairwoman of Tomooh Club 
Rihab Buresli welcomed the ambassador and 
the guests. She expressed hailed the Tunisian 
experience, and the club’s keenness to seek the 
help of Tunisian coaches.

Entire Juve board  
of directors quits 

 
ROME: The entire board of directors at Juventus 
has resigned, including president Andrea Agnelli 
and vice president Pavel Nedved, the Italian Serie 
A club said in a statement Monday. The board had 
sought independent legal advice over an ongoing 
investigation by prosecutors in Turin into allega-
tions of false accounting and irregularities in the 
transfer and loans of players. 

It resigned over “new legal and accounting opin-
ions” from experts, and given “the centrality and the 
relevance of the pending legal and 
technical/accounting matters”, the club said. The 
exodus marks the end of a chapter for Agnelli, who 
as chairman saw Juventus win nine-straight Serie A 

titles as well as reach the 2015 and 2017 Champions 
League finals. 

He was also a fervent support of the European 
Super League. Two of the clubs that also hoped to 
join-Manchester United and Liverpool-are now 
up for sale. But he risks legal woes along with 
over a dozen other people in the commissions 
case. Juve are being probed over 282 million euros 
($319m) of capital gains-the positive difference 
between purchase and sale values net of amorti-
sation and write-downs-from a series of player 
transfers booked in their financial results for 2019, 
2020 and 2021. 

 
Parallel investigation  

Prosecutors in Turin are investigating the possi-
bility that Juve, who are listed on the Italian stock 
exchange, presented false accounting information to 
investors and produced invoices for non-existent 
transactions over that period. The outgoing board 

“considered (it) to be in the best social interest to 
recommend that Juventus equip itself with a new 
Board of Directors to address these issues,” the 
club said. Managing director Maurizio Arrivabene 
was asked to stay on for an interim period while a 
new board could be brought together for the Turin 
giants, the club said. The next shareholders’ meeting 
is set for December 27 and will examine new con-
solidated financial statements as of 30 June 2022. 

Shareholders are then set to meet again on 
January 18 to appoint the new board, it said. A raft 
of transfers involving Juve and other clubs are also 
the subject of a parallel investigation which was 
launched by the Italian Football Federation (FIGC) 
in October. What is discovered by prosecutors will 
then be passed on to the FIGC, which has powers 
to sanction clubs with a range of punishments from 
fines to being kicked out of the league. The club 
will “continue to cooperate with the supervisory 
and industry authorities”, it said. —AFP

NEW YORK: Kevin Durant #7 and Nic Claxton #33 of the Brooklyn Nets defend the net against Paolo Banchero #5 of the 
Orlando Magic during the second half at Barclays Center on November 28, 2022. —AFP
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DOHA: Bruno Fernandes scored twice to give 
Portugal a 2-0 victory over Uruguay on Monday 
and send them into the knock-out stages of the 
World Cup alongside France and Brazil. The 
Manchester United midfielder scored a cross-cum-
shot nine minutes into the second half and then 
added an injury-time penalty following a handball 
by Jose Maria Gimenez. The match at Doha’s spec-
tacular 89,000-capacity Lusail Stadium also fea-
tured the first pitch invader of the Qatar tourna-
ment-the man carried messages of support for 
Ukraine and Iranian women and had a rainbow flag. 

“It was a well-deserved victory,” Portugal 
coach Fernando Santos said. “The first part is 
over, we are in a hurry. Now I will continue to 
work to improve what needs to improve. “The 
team deserved it, they were solid and very strong 
both in the quality of the game and the bond 
between them.” With Portugal already through, 
Uruguay must now beat Ghana in their final 
Group H match to stand any chance of also pro-
gressing. 

Both sides made three changes from their open-
ing matches, with Portugal bringing in veteran Pepe 
for the injured Danilo Pereira, who suffered cracked 
ribs in training. Pepe became the third-oldest out-
field player in World Cup history and it was his first 
full 90 minutes in more than a month and a half. “I 
worked a lot with my club (Porto), which gave me 
the possibility of being 100 percent for the national 
team,” said Pepe of his surprise start. Portugal 
dominated the first half, hogging the ball and creat-
ing several chances, but without ever testing 
Uruguay goalkeeper Sergio Rochet. 

Uruguay’s forwards, Edinson Cavani and Darwin 

Nunez, were starved of the ball but the South 
Americans still had the best opportunity of the first 
period. Rodrigo Bentancur picked the ball up in his 
own half and surged forwards, slipping between two 
defenders to find himself one-on-one with goal-
keeper Diogo Costa, who spread himself well to 
save the midfielder’s shot. Portugal captain Cristiano 
Ronaldo was largely anonymous in the first 45 min-
utes but did delight fans with a shoulder pass to 
pick out William Carvalho, who volleyed over. 

 
Pitch invader 

The main drama came after the break. Moments 
after a pitch invader ran onto the pitch carrying a 
rainbow flag and with a message supporting 
Ukraine and Iranian women on his T-shirt, only to 
be spectacularly tackled by security, Portugal went 
in front. Fernandes created space for himself on the 
left and curled an inswinging cross into the mixer, 
with Ronaldo breaking the offside trap to attempt a 
glancing header.  

As the ball nestled in the goal, Ronaldo wheeled 
away in celebration but FIFA decided he had not 
touched the ball, thus denying him a ninth World 
Cup goal, which would have put him level with 
Portuguese great Eusebio. Uruguay coach Diego 
Alonso threw on forwards Maxi Gomez and Luis 
Suarez as the South Americans belatedly began to 
exert some pressure, and both came close to an 
equalizer. 

Gomez’s rasping drive from 20 yards came back 
off the post with Costa beaten, while Suarez hit the 
side netting from close range. With the 90 minutes 
almost up, Fernandes nutmegged Gimenez, whose 
trailing hand diverted the ball away from the mid-

fielder and prevented him from finding himself one-
on-one with Rochet. Iranian referee Alireza Faghani 
awarded the spot-kick after a VAR check and 

Fernandes sent Rochet the wrong way after his sig-
nature hop, skip run-up. He then almost completed 
a hat-trick but hit the post from 20 yards. —AFP

Portugal blank Uruguay 2-0,  
cruise into knock-out stages

Fernandes scores twice; Uruguay’s fate hang in the balance

LUSAIL: Uruguay’s forward #11 Darwin Nunez and Portugal’s midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes fight for the ball as 
Uruguay’s midfielder #05 Matias Vecino watches during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match between 
Portugal and Uruguay on November 28, 2022.  —AFP

 

FIFA World Cup 2022 
Australia v Denmark                            18:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Tunisia v France                                   18:00 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Saudi Arabia v Mexico                          22:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Poland v Argentina                               22:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS

Today’s matches ‘Neymar haters’: Brazil 
political divide spills  
over to World Cup 

 
RIO DE JANEIRO: Normally, it would be 
horrible news to football fans anywhere that 
their team’s star player was injured. But even as 
they endured an anguished wait for a Neymar-
less Brazi l  to score in their  1-0 win over 
Switzerland Monday, some Brazilians found it 
hard to miss the injured superstar, who has 
promised to dedicate his first World Cup goal 
to far-right President Jair Bolsonaro.  

Watching the match in a packed bar in cen-
tral Rio de Janeiro, where fans decked out in 
yellow and green waited nervously for what 
turned out to be the lone goal - scored in the 
83rd minute, by Casemiro - 23-year-old law 
student Henrique Melo explained his dilemma. 
As a footbal l  fan, he desperately wanted 
Neymar back from the ankle injury that side-
lined him late in Brazil’s 2-0 win over Serbia 
Thursday, in which the Paris Saint-Germain 
star sparkled despite failing to find the goal.  

“The team are missing him,” Melo said, 
proudly sporting the football-mad nation’s jer-
sey. At the same time, the fact that the world’s 
most expensive footballer has yet to score in 
the tournament “is the best result Brazil’s had 
in the World Cup,” he joked. “We would have 
had all these Bolsonaro supporters celebrat-
ing,” Melo, a proud supporter of leftist presi-
dent-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, told AFP. 

“As a player, Neymar’s incredible - he’s an 
art ist . As a person, he leaves a lot  to be 

desired. Not just his political opinions, but who 
he is. Instead of just enjoying his bling lifestyle, 
he could be investing in education, social proj-
ects, setting an example for kids... He could be 
the man.” On Rio’s iconic Copacabana beach, 
where a huge crowd watched the match on a 
giant screen, 29-year-old vendor Tainara 
Santana was feeling the same quandary. “I like 
football, so I want (Neymar) to play because 
he’s good. But I can’t say I’m sad he hasn’t 
scored. It’s great to see Neymar fail,” she 
laughed. 

With his lean good looks and huge social 
media following, Neymar is one of the biggest 
names in sports. But his footballing magic has 
been tarnished at times. On the pitch, critics 
accuse the 30-year-old Paris Saint-Germain 
star of diving and of failing to live up to the 
hype when it counts. Off the pitch, he has 
faced accusations of excessive partying, tax 
fraud and spoiled behavior. “He’s a jerk,” 
Santana said. “Not just for his politics, but 
because of his machismo, his ego, his total lack 
of humility.” 

 
‘How low have we sunk?’  

Brazil’s campaign for a record-extending 
sixth World Cup comes on the heels of its divi-
sive elections last month. Neymar endorsed 
Bolsonaro against Lula - and became the tar-
get of an army of “Neymar haters” online. At 
the weekend, “F*** Neymar” became one of 
the top trending topics in Brazil on Twitter. 
Brazilian football legend Ronaldo rushed to 
Neymar’s defense Sunday.  

“You’re f***ing Neymar! Giant!” the two-
time World Cup winner wrote on Instagram 

Sunday. “That’s why you have to deal with so 
much envy and evil, to the point of people cel-
ebrating your injury. How low have we sunk?” 
he said, urging Neymar to “use that hate as 
fuel.” Teammates Casemiro and Raphinha also 
stuck up for Neymar, saying he didn’t deserve 
the shade he was getting on social media. 

Brazil have struggled in the past without 

DOHA: Picture of the swollen ankle of Brazil’s forward #10 
Neymar taken as he leaves the field at the end of the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G football match. —AFP

Neymar - notably enduring the shame of their 
7-1 elimination by Germany on home soil in the 
2014 World Cup semi-finals after their talisman 
suffered a back injury. In Copacabana, Lula 
supporter Charleo Luis just wanted to keep 
politics and football separate. Neymar haters 
“are idiots who know nothing about football,” 
said the 24-year-old street vendor. “Who cares 
if he supports Bolsonaro? He’s a great player. 
I’m a huge fan, I love him. I’m rooting for him to 
recover.” The World Cup, he added, “is a time 
for us to cheer like one big family.”  —AFP

Ghana youngster  
lights up WCup 

 
DOHA: Mohammed Kudus announced himself on 
the global stage with his brace at the World Cup 
on Monday to show why he is one of the most cov-
eted young players in football. The attacking mid-
fielder scored twice, including the winner, in 
Ghana’s dramatic 3-2 win over South Korea in 
Qatar. The 22-year-old, who plays his club football 
for Ajax, almost single-handedly saved Ghana’s 
World Cup campaign when he stroked in left-foot-
ed in the 68th minute. 

He had earlier scored with a header, before Son 
Heung-min’s South Korea mounted a comeback, 
only for Kudus to win it for Ghana and their color-
ful, chanting fans. He has now scored seven times 
in 20 appearances for his country, having made his 
debut three years ago. It remains to be seen how 
much further Ghana go at the tournament-they 
have three points from two games and face a 
grudge match against Uruguay in their final Group 
H match on Friday. But no matter what they do, 
Kudus looks set to go far once the World Cup 
wraps up. 

Ghana captain Andre Ayew shrugged and 
smiled when asked afterwards how impressed he 
had been by his young team-mate. “Not impressed 
at all,” the 32-year-old forward said, a smile form-
ing on his face again. “It’s normal-it’s Kudus. “He 
has a bright future in front of him. We know this, I 

know this, Ghana knows it now, the world is going 
to know it. “You’ll see, more is coming from my 
boy.” Crystal Palace’s Jordan Ayew-Andre’s broth-
er-came into the Ghana side and provided the 
cross for Kudus’s first-half header 

He said Kudus was “shining”. “And hopefully he 
can keep on shining because he has a really bright 
future,” said the 31-year-old. Kudus made a piece 
of history, his double the first by a Ghanian in a 
World Cup match. “He’s a good character,” said 
coach Otto Addo. “He’s a very good guy who one 
against one is fast. He has very good game intelli-
gence. “He has to work more defensively, this is for 
sure, but he is on the right track to be a great, 
great player.” 

 
Rapid ascent 

Some of Europe’s biggest clubs, among them 
Milan, Borussia Dortmund and Liverpool, have 
been linked with Kudus. A summer loan move to 
Everton fell through. There was mayhem all around 
him after Ghana hung on to beat South Korea, but 
man-of-the-match Kudus seemed to be the coolest 
man among the 44,000 at Education City Stadium. 
Kudus was still playing for Ajax’s youth team as 
recently as last year, before making an impact on 
the elite stage with four goals in this season’s 
Champions League. He has scored 15 goals in 63 
appearances for the Amsterdam club and also 
clocked six assists. 

Kudus certainly does not lack self-belief. 
Speaking to The Guardian in Doha last week, he 
said: “He’s not better than me. He’s just a higher-

profile player, that’s all.” The man Kudus was refer-
encing was Neymar. Kudus was less forthright 
after his two goals against the South Koreans and 
instead now has his sights set on Uruguay and a 

possible place in the last 16. “The whole team 
played their part and I think the energy is very 
good in camp now, and it is a good boost for our 
next game,” he said.  —AFP

AL-RAYYAN: Ghana’s midfielder #20 Mohammed Kudus eyes the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football 
match between South Korea and Ghana on November 28, 2022.  —AFP



AL KHOR: Cody Gakpo scored again as the 
Netherlands booked their place in the World Cup last 
16 as group winners with a straightforward 2-0 victo-
ry over hosts Qatar on Tuesday. The Netherlands, 
needing just a point to be sure of progressing, put 
one foot in the next round inside the first half-hour as 
Gakpo scored for a third straight group game. Frenkie 
de Jong added another in the 49th minute as the 
Dutch cruised through in a flat atmosphere at the Al 
Bayt Stadium. 

Qatar, already eliminated before kick-off, suffered 
the ignominy of becoming the first home team in 
World Cup history to finish the group stage without a 
point. Louis van Gaal’s Dutch side ended with seven 
points at the top of Group A, while Senegal joined 
them in the knockout phase as runners-up after beat-
ing Ecuador 2-1. The Oranje will next take on the sec-
ond-placed team from Group B for a quarter-final 
spot at the Khalifa International Stadium on Saturday. 

England currently top that section and face Wales 

later on Tuesday, while the United States play Iran. All 
four teams are still in the hunt for qualification. The 
Dutch have made a solid start as they look to put the 
disappointment of failing to qualify for the 2018 
World Cup in Russia firmly behind them. Qatar signed 
off from their long-awaited home World Cup with a 
whimper, securing their place in the record books as 
the worst ever hosts on the pitch. 

Van Gaal was able to give Memphis Depay his first 
start of the tournament as the Barcelona star contin-
ued his return to full fitness after a hamstring injury. It 

did not take the Dutch 
long to slice 
through the Qatar 
defence, although 
Daley Blind could 
only scuff a 

f o u r t h - m i n u t e 
attempt straight at 

goalkeeper Meshaal 
Barsham. The opening goal arrived in the 
26th minute as Davy Klaassen played in 
Gakpo after a neat move also involving 
Depay. 

The PSV Eindhoven winger drove for-
ward and drilled a low strike into the bot-
tom corner from the edge of the box to 
score his third goal of the tournament. 
The three-time World Cup runners-up 
took advantage of shoddy Qatar defend-

ing to double their advantage four min-
utes after the break. Depay was 

denied from close range by 
Barsham but De Jong reacted 
quicker than a ponderous 
Pedro Miguel to poke the ball 
home from barely a yard out. 

Substitute Steven Berghuis 
thought he had added a third 

midway through the second half, only for his goal to 
be ruled out after a VAR check for a handball by 
Gakpo in the build-up. There was brief excitement for 
the remaining home supporters late on when 
Mohammed Muntari prodded the ball into the net, but 
the whistle had long since gone for a foul on Virgil van 
Dijk. The Netherlands almost piled more misery onto 
Qatar in stoppage time when Berghuis’ excellent curl-
ing strike from range hit the crossbar. — AFP 
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Volunteers place signs in place for the presentation of 
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football match 
between Ecuador and Senegal at the Khalifa 
International Stadium in Doha. 

A Qatar supporter takes his seat during the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group A football match between 
Qatar and Senegal on November 25, 2022.  

A Qatar fan attends the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A 
football match between the Netherlands and Qatar at 
the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al Khor on November 29, 2022.  

AL KHOR: Qatar’s supporters take smartphone pic-
tures during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A foot-
ball match between the Netherlands and Qatar Doha 
on November 29, 2022.  

Senegal’s defender #22 Abdou Diallo (left) jumps for 
the ball with Ecuador’s forward #11 Michael Estrada 
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football 
match on November 29, 2022. — AFP photos 

Netherlands book place  
in the World Cup last 16

Gakpo scores again as Netherlands beat hosts Qatar 2-0

Qatar’s forward #07 Ahmed Alaaeldin fights for the 
ball with Netherlands’ goalkeeper #23 Andries 
Noppert during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A 
football match on November 29, 2022. 

 AL-KHOR: Qatar’s forward #11 Akram Afif 
(front) heads the ball during the Qatar 2022 
World Cup Group A football match between the 
Netherlands and Qatar at the Al-Bayt Stadium 
on November 29, 2022. — AFP

DOHA: Kalidou Koulibaly sent Senegal into the 
World Cup knockouts for just the second time in their 
history with the winner in Tuesday’s dramatic 2-1 win 
over Ecuador. The Netherlands’ dominant victory 
over Qatar meant only a win would see Senegal 
through to the knockouts from Group A, while 
Ecuador would have progressed with a draw. Senegal 
opened the scoring through Ismaila Sarr’s penalty late 
in the first half, but despite managing to keep Ecuador 
captain Enner Valencia quiet throughout, Brighton’s 
Moises Caicedo levelled in the 67th minute before 
Koulibaly sent his team through and Ecuador home. 

Senegal manager Aliou Cisse promised before the 
game his experienced side “would not overthink” the 
occasion and it was the Africans who opened the 
game furiously, with Everton’s Idrissa Gana Gueye 
lashing the ball just wide of an open goal after only 
three minutes. Less than a minute later, Ecuador goal-
keeper Hernan Galindez needed to bail out his side’s 
high backline, sliding in to stifle a counter well outside 
his box. 

On the 10-minute mark, Senegal’s Boulaye Dia 
found himself one-on-one with Galindez, but he cut 
the ball just wide of the post. Seemingly sparked 
into life by Senegal’s fierce opening, Ecuador 
pushed forward and won a free-kick 30 m from 
goal, with the South Americans taking the opportu-
nity for a rare breather before Valencia slammed 
the ball into the wall. 

After the furious opening exchanges, both sides 
began to settle and the first half looked set to end 
goalless before Ecuador defender Piero Hincapie 
clattered into Sarr, giving referee Clement Turpin no 
choice but to point to the spot. Sarr stepped up and 
coolly dispatched a fine spot-kick past Galindez, 
maintaining eye contact with the keeper as the ball 
went in. 

Ecuador started the second half fresher and 
more determined, perhaps reassured that the 
Netherlands’ dominance over Qatar meant they 
only needed a draw to go through. From a free-
kick, defender Felix Torres rose high to head the 
ball on to Caicedo, who was waiting at the far post 
and slammed the ball home. 

Senegal struck back immediately and in almost 
identical fashion, with Koulibaly lurking unmarked at 
the far post following a free-kick which was deflected 
into his path by Hincapie. Coming into the match on a 
yellow card, Gueye picked up a second-half booking 
and will miss Senegal’s last-16 game against the win-
ners of Group B. — AFP 

Koulibaly fires 
Senegal into last 
16, Ecuador out

DOHA: Senegal’s midfielder #26 Pape Gueye (top) jumps as he fights for the ball with Ecuador’s midfielder #08 
Carlos Gruezo (bottom) during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group A football match on November 29, 2022. — AFP 
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