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Kuwaitization of consultants at the 
Municipality a success, nears 100%
Assembly approves host of proposals • First grilling ends without any motion

By B Izzak & KUNA 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaitization covering consultants at 
the legal department of Kuwait Municipality will hit 
100 percent in less than a year, Minister of State 
for Municipal Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Mojel said on 
Tuesday. The minister, speaking during a parlia-
mentary session, revealed the number of advisors 
at the Municipality reached 127, in addition to three 
expatriates, adding the contracts of the foreigners 
will expire in less than a year.  

The National Assembly, during its Tuesday’s 
regular session, approved a number of submitted 
proposals, including a request that the committee 
for protecting public funds prepare a detailed 
report about alleged embezzlements at the Public 
Institution for Social Security. MP Abdullah Al-
Mudhaf also asked the committee for protecting 
public funds to discuss contradictions of edicts and 
legislations regarding public funds issues.  

Another proposal addressed to the health affairs 
commission asked to probe purported failure to 
enforce the laws and alleged mismanagement at the 
department of food and nutrition. MP Adel Al-

Damkhi, head of the budgets and final account com-
mittee, requested the commission probe rules for oil 
and gas exploration, production and marketing. 
MPs approved a proposal by MP Khalil Al-Saleh, 
the chairperson of the women’s affairs committee, 
requesting examination of Kuwaiti women’s rights, 
namely with respect of housing and employment. 

Other requests dealt with failure to raise pay-
ments for holders of master’s and PhD degrees and 
abstention from promoting diploma holders. 
Moreover, the parliament agreed to a letter from 
MP Jenan Boushehri to task the legislative affairs 
committee to probe failure in proceeding with 
challenges at the court of cassation.  

Meanwhile, Minister of Public Works and Electricity 
and Water Amani Bugammaz on Tuesday survived the 
first grilling in the new National Assembly after denying 
charges she wasted millions of dinars in public funds in 
favor of a foreign company she worked for as a consult-
ant before she became a minister. Following the debate 
of the grilling, six MPs signed a no-confidence motion, 
but was not filed, as it needed four more lawmakers to 
be submitted. No recommendations were also filed. 
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LONDON: Fewer than half of people in England and 
Wales identify as Christian, according to census data 
released on Tuesday, underlining a landmark shift 
towards secularism in multicultural Britain. The find-
ings from the 10-yearly census, carried out in 2021, 
came just over a month after Rishi Sunak became 
Britain’s first Hindu prime minister. They showed rapid 
growth among the Muslim population. However, “no 
religion” was the second most common response 
after “Christian”, the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) said. 

Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell said it was no 
“great surprise” that the Christian proportion was 
declining over time. But he said that, facing a cost-of-
living crisis and war in Europe, people still needed 
spiritual sustenance. “We will be there for them, in 
many cases, providing food and warmth. And at 
Christmas, millions of people will still come to our 
services,” said the Anglican Church’s second-ranking 
cleric. But the group Humanists UK, which campaigns 
for the rights of non-religious people, said the gov-
ernment should take on board policy implications.  

Those included government backing for religious 
schools and for the established Church of England, its 
chief executive Andrew Copson said. “Iran is the only 
other state in the world that has clerics voting in its 
legislature. And no other country in the world 
requires compulsory Christian worship in (non-reli-
gious) schools as standard,” he said. “This census 
result should be a wake-up call which prompts fresh 
reconsiderations of the role of religion in society.” 

Some 27.5 million people, or 46.2 percent in 
England and Wales, described themselves as 
Christian, down 13.1 percentage points from 2011. “No 
religion” rose by 12 points to 37.2 percent or 22.2 mil-
lion, while Muslims stood at 3.9 million or 6.5 percent 
of the population, up from 4.9 percent before. The 
next most common responses were Hindu (1.0 million) 
and Sikh (524,000), while Buddhists overtook Jewish 
people (273,000 and 271,000 respectively). 

“Obviously the UK is a diverse country and that is 
to be welcomed, and that includes diversity of religion 
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Christians a minority 
in England, number 
of Muslims growing

KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah receives Saudi Ambassador 
to Kuwait Prince Sultan Al-Saud on Nov 29, 2022.  — KUNA 

Amir receives 
message from 
Saudi King 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has received a 
written message from Saudi King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud dealing with the 
brotherly relations and deep-rooted his-
toric bonds between the two countries and 
peoples. The message touched on means of 
boosting further these close relations in 
various spheres. It was handed over by 
Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan 
Al-Saud to Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace on 
Tuesday.  — KUNA 

DOHA: Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s Energy Minister and CEO of QatarEnergy, 
and Ryan Lance, CEO of ConocoPhillips, exchange documents during a press 
conference on Nov 29, 2022. — AFP 

RAMALLAH: Mourners gather around the bodies of Palestinians killed by 
the Zionist army forces outside a morgue in the occupied West Bank on 
Nov 29, 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Qatar on Tuesday announced 
its first major deal to send liquefied 
natural gas to Germany as Europe 
scrambles to find alternatives to 
Russian energy sources. Qatar’s 
Energy Minister Saad Sherida Al-
Kaabi said up to two million tons of 
gas a year would be sent for at least 
15 years from 2026, and that state-run 
QatarEnergy was discussing other 
possible deals for Europe’s biggest 
economy. 

Kaabi, who is also QatarEnergy’s 

chief executive, said so many 
European and Asian countries now 
want natural gas that he did not have 
enough negotiators to cope. The talks 
for the latest deal took several months 
as Germany has resisted the long-
term contracts that Qatar normally 
demands to justify its massive invest-
ment in the industry. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February increased pressure on the 
German government to find new 
sources. And the latest deal will not 
help the country get through the 
looming winter. The gas will be 
bought through US firm 
ConocoPhillips, a long-term partner 
with QatarEnergy, and sent to a new 
terminal that Germany is hurrying to 
finish at Brunsbuttel.  
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Qatar signs  
gas deal for 
Germany

RAMALLAH: Zionist troops shot 
dead four Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank Tuesday, Palestinian offi-
cials said, and a Palestinian motorist 
was killed after wounding a Zionist 
soldier, Zionist medics and the army 
said. The West Bank has suffered spi-
raling violence this year, with near 
daily Zionist army raids leading to 
scores of deaths of Palestinians. 

In Kafr Ein, near Ramallah, two 
brothers were killed by Zionist fire, 

the Palestinian health ministry said. A 
third man died of bullet wounds to the 
head fired by Zionist troops in Beit 
Ummar, while a fourth Palestinian died 
after being shot in the chest by Zionist 
soldiers on Tuesday afternoon during 
clashes north of Ramallah, the min-
istry said in separate statements. 

Palestinian news agency Wafa 
named the man killed near Ramallah 
as Raed Ghazi Al-Naasan. Wafa 
named the other dead man as Mufid 
Mahmud Khalil, 44, from the Beit 
Ummar area. The health ministry iden-
tified the dead in Kafr Ein as brothers 
Jawad Abdulrahman Rimawi, 22, and 
Dhafer Abdul Rahman Rimawi, 21. 
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Palestinians

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
cast doubt on Baghdad’s commitment to secure their 
common border during talks Tuesday in Tehran with new 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani. Ties 
between the two neighbors have lately been strained by 

tensions over Iran carrying out cross-border strikes 
against exiled Kurdish opposition groups it accuses of 
fomenting unrest at home. Responding to a pledge by 
Sudani that he would not allow Iraqi territory to be used 
to undermine Iran’s security, Khamenei said: 
“Unfortunately, this is currently occurring in some parts 
of Iraq”. Sudani’s meeting with the supreme leader fol-
lowed talks with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi during 
which they identified fighting “terrorism”, mutual security 
and economic cooperation as key priorities. 

Sudani was on his first official visit to Tehran after 
becoming prime minister last month, following a year-
long tussle between political factions over forming a gov-
ernment following an Oct 2021 general election. “From 
our perspective and that of the Iraqi government, securi-

ty, peace, cooperation and regional stability are very 
important,” Raisi told a  joint news conference. Sudani 
said that “our government is determined not to allow any 
group or party to use Iraqi territory to undermine and 
disrupt Iran’s security.”  

Since nationwide protests erupted in Iran more than 
two months ago, officials have accused Kurdish opposi-
tion groups exiled in northern Iraq of stoking the unrest 
and the Islamic republic has repeatedly launched deadly 
cross-border strikes. Strikes targeting Iranian-Kurdish 
groups in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region resumed 
this month, even after Iraq’s federal government sum-
moned Iran’s ambassador in late September to complain 
about cross-border missile and drone hits that killed at 
least seven people. — AFP 

Khamenei takes 
Iraq PM to task 
over security 


