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News in brief

Fire in Hawally building

KUWAIT: A fire broke out in a nine-storey
building in Hawally. Teams from Hawally and
Salmiya stations were sent to the scene, where
they found the fire started in an apartment on
the second floor. Firemen evacuated the build-
ing and extinguished the blaze. Six people suf-
fered injuries due to suffocation and were
referred to emergency medical technicians.

KFF chief visits injured fireman

KUWAIT: Chief of Kuwait Fire Force Khaled
Al-Mekrad visited on Monday a firefighter, Faisal
Al-Faihan, in Jahra Hospital, who was injured dur-
ing an accident where he was stuck on Abdaly
road, in order to check on his health. Mekrad
conveyed the regards of Interior Minister Sheikh
Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, who has been follow-
ing his condition and wished him quick recovery.
Doctors expect him to leave hospital soon after
spinal cord surgery was successful.

Sheep market removed

KUWAIT: The municipal emergency team
quickly intervened to remove a makeshift sheep
market on Wafra Road. The supervising team
removed 60 fences and three camps of workers,
while final warnings and a period of one week
to remove fodder were given.

By Zainab Behbehani

KUWAIT: Children’s cartoons and media programs
play an important role in forming children’s personal-
ities while growing up. As these programs include
many ideas that vary between negative and positive,
especially with the availability of media channels that
are not supervised, the negative ideas may affect the
child’s personality, particularly in relation to human
and educational principles and values, so the child is
more ready to accept abnormal behaviors such as
violence, killings and negative relations.

To speak about the negative effects of media pro-
grams on children, Kuwait Times met psychological
therapist Zahraa Al-Mousawi, who explained the
effects of such programs and how to prevent them.
Mousawi said it is important to train children on ethi-
cal intelligence in order to polish their personality, in
addition to educating them on the most basic daily
skills that develop their mental and physical abilities
in order to differentiate between right and wrong
from what they receive from the media.

Mousawi said the content that is published in the
media is designed for adults, so it is not good for
children to see it regardless of it being positive or
negative, because it will draw their attention to mat-
ters that are not suitable for their age. “It is important
to find alternatives for the child instead of imposing
bans, which will in turn create negative habits,” she
said, emphasizing the importance of regulating the
number of viewing hours due to their harmful effect
on the child.

Mousawi spoke about the limited number of edu-

cational programs direct-
ed to children in official
media compared to pri-
vate media, proposing the
utilization of street adver-
tising and awareness in
schools, besides on official
channels, to develop the
ethical educational skills
the child needs to become
a shield that protects them
from bad habits.

Kuwait Times also met
several citizens and spoke

with them about preventive means that can be used
regarding the negative contents in children’s pro-
grams. Citizen Tasneem Al-Habeeb said some car-
toons contain indirect messages that aim at creating
behavioral deviations in children, be they sexual, eth-
ical or ideological. She insisted on the importance of
parents selecting the media content presented to
their children, with educational content in a way that
suits their age group, be they video games or videos
in general, in order to protect them against negative
ideas. She also spoke about the importance of par-
ents joining children to watch cartoons and speak
with them about events, informing them about bad
ideas in a way that does not affect their behavior.

Eman Al-Shaye spoke about the negative effects
of cartoons on children’s imagination, especially by
heroic characters, which on the face seem to be posi-
tive, but contain negative acts such as violence and
revenge, besides unethical relations. “Children, being

unaware, imitate these heroic characters, which may
not be suitable to our culture and values,” she said.

On how to protect children against negative ideas,
Shaye said: “Even with media bans for protection,
there is no way to prevent children from being
exposed to negative ideas in this world. It may only
delay their reception of such messages, through pre-
venting them from being exposed to screens or per-
sonal devices, but we cannot limit their freedom. We
as parents must be interested in occupying our chil-
dren’s free time with what benefits and entertains
them,” she said.

Mohammad Behbehani said media programs for
children are introduced by producers who lack
awareness on the effects such programs may have on
children. “Producers of programs are not specialized
in educational or psychological matters, so it is natu-
ral to not have keenness on their part towards the
content given to them,” he said. “I do not agree that
there is a conspiracy theory directed towards chil-
dren or ideas aiming to destroy values and family
principles. But at the same time, I do not deny that
there are negative ideas. But they are not directed, in
my view, to brainwash children,” he added.

Behbehani said it is difficult for parents to control
what is displayed to their children through the media,
be it negative or positive, especially with the large
media flow and accelerating technological develop-
ment that cannot be controlled easily. He said some
good programs are presented in a boring manner,
leading children away from them. So parents began
facing major challenges in pulling children away from
programs that contain negative content.

KFAED inks accord
with UNHCR, Kuwait
charity raises $1m
KUWAIT: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) inked on Tuesday an agree-
ment worth KD 645,000 ($2.1 million) with the UN
Higher Commissioner for Refugees to fund utilities for
the displaced in the Yemeni governorate of Aden.
KFAED Director General Marwan Al-Ghanem said in
a press release that the grant is part of the fund contri-
butions to honor Kuwait’s pledge made on sidelines of
the UN General Assembly’s 75th session to present
KD 6 million ($20 million) for humanitarian aid for
Yemen. The financial allotment will be used for execut-
ing various infrastructural projects in Al-Basateen
region in the province and improve living conditions
for some 70,000 people, including residents, dis-
placed Yemeni people and some foreigners. 

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity on
Tuesday launched a relief campaign with donations
amounting to KD 330,000 ($ 1 million). A campaigner,
Mohammad Al-Maimouni, told KUNA by telephone
that the number of donors has reached up to 16,000,
indicating that the association distributed 1,100 food
parcels, utensils, blankets and other necessities for the
winter to refugees and displaced Yemenis. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: KFAED and UNHCR officials sign the deal.

Food parcels distributed by Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity.

Zahraa Al-Mousawi

Children increasingly exposed
to negative media content

Concern among parents and therapists on effect on young minds

Kuwaiti beekeeper
explains honey
production process
KUWAIT: With the onset of dawn, swarms of bees
permeate the branches of sidr trees entwined with the
sun’s rays, rushing towards the small yellow flowers
hanging down. From a distance, the view appears as a
slow-motion video that captures pictures of bees
shaking and dancing in front of the flowers. Kuwaiti
beekeeper Salem Al-Oumi describes the bee as a sim-
ple creature that does not like complexity, having a
special language that is expressive and rhythmic, seen
in how when a stray bee returns to the hive with news
of the presence of nectar, pollen or water, it performs
an expressive dance, where each dance and movement
has a meaning and signal through which it determines
the location of the nectar and the distance. 

Speaking to KUNA, Oumi said Tuesday that the
bee dances in the presence of the workers in a circular
or vibratory manner, sometimes to the right and left, in
a rapid rhythm for half to a full minute, after which all
the worker bees prepare to go out to collect nectar
according to a precise roadmap. The most well-known
types of honey in Kuwait are of three types - from sidr
trees, from which sidr honey is extracted that Kuwait
is well-known for, along with eucalyptus and willow,
from which spring honey is extracted, he said. 

Kuwait annually imports around 20,000 bees, at
prices ranging between KD 15-20, during two periods.
The first during the months of March and April, and
the second during the months of September and
October of each year, Oumi said. The cost of a beehive
with bees ranges between KD 40-45 and produces
three to five kilograms during a season, he explained.

The bee visits about 100 flowers and transports in
each round more than half of its weight of plant pollen,
he added, indicating that there are roughly 320 types
of honey that differ in color, flavor and smell. 

Kuwait’s honey has a global presence and a desert
imprint that topped advanced ranks, Oumi under-
scored, mentioning that the secret of the quality of
Kuwaiti honey is due to the fact that it is the product
of pastures in desert areas, which are low in moisture,
producing honey of high quality since it obtains the
best types of nectar. The most crucial factors impact-
ing the quality of honey in general are measured by
two main factors - the percentage of sugars and mois-
ture, he explained. 

Sidr honey is one of the best types of honey in the
world and the price per kilogram is around $150, Oumi
said. Willow honey has a golden yellow color, whereas
eucalyptus honey has a dark amber color and distinc-
tive aroma, he added. Kuwait’s farms host over 15,000
beehives, as the average number of beekeepers

reached nearly 300 including amateur apiarists, with
the number increasing, he pointed out.

There are over 20,000 bee species worldwide,
including Italian, Russian, Caucasian, German and
Egyptian bees and countless other types, Oumi men-
tioned. In order for the bee to have one kilogram of
honey, it travels between flowers a distance equivalent
to the Earth’s circumference, he revealed. Between
20,000-30,000 bees live in one hive, and the worker
bees warm the hive during the winter by flapping
their wings, while middle-aged workers build a hon-
eycomb, he said.

Kuwait’s annual production of honey ranges from
25-35 tons annually, Oumi explained, saying the price
of Kuwaiti honey ranges between KD 10-30 per kilo.
Bees use types of poisonous nectar, as they secrete
some enzymes on it then spray it on insects that attack
their hive, who then die of suffocation, he revealed. He
pointed to the most vital problems faced by beekeep-
ers, including high temperatures during the summer,
which kills most bees and spring birds, indicating the
cost of beekeeping per hive is estimated at KD 30.
Honey is the first product of the hive, not the last, as
after that comes wax and queen’s food, then pollen,
propolis and finally bee venom, he added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Beekeeper Salem Al-Oumi with his bee-
hives. — KUNA photos

Ahmadi holds
initiative on
drugs awareness
KUWAIT: In line with national priorities in raising
awareness, Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Al-
Sabah assured that activities and programs will be
conducted under the title ‘Aware’ with the slogan ‘Be
aware, don’t be next’. During the opening ceremony
of the initiative that aims to raise awareness against
drugs on Tuesday in Egaila, the governor expressed
his happiness on the great reception and participa-
tion of the interior ministry and other organizations.

Participants were honored by the governor as the
ceremony concluded after two lectures for students
that discussed the danger of drugs on the individual
and society. Ahmadi Educational Area Manager
Waleed bin Gaith assured the keenness of the edu-
cation ministry in playing an important role in

organizing events for the interest of students.
“Facing the dangers of drugs is a social responsi-

bility that necessitates cooperation between institu-
tions and their role in standing with families and fol-
lowing up on their children, wishing everyone safety
and prevention from the dangers of drugs and other
negative phenomena,” bin Gaith said. Head of the
initiative team Mohammed Al-Azmi, said: “The first
stage included high schoolers from different areas

and will continue due to its importance in inculcat-
ing social values in students.”

Mangaf Governor Mansour Al-Hajeri said: “The
information ministry must also support the efforts
made and shed light on this phenomenon.” He
expressed his happiness on conducting such a cam-
paign, hailing the speakers who livened up the event
through their exceptional talks about the negative
effects of drugs on the society.

Seminar held on
drugs awareness
KUWAIT: Social development department in
Mangaf organized a GCC event under the slogan
‘Drugs are an isolation and loss’ with the participa-
tion of a number of officials from public relations
departments at different ministries across the GCC.
Speakers talked about drug awareness, the roles of
society and institutions and recognizing addicts, as
well as the dangers behind the phenomenon and
ways to prevent addiction. The event also featured
live displays of how searching for drugs and explo-
sives works. Participating booths included the
antidrug department of the interior ministry, psy-
chological consultancy center and social police
department among others.


