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Missouri man to be  
executed for murder  
of police officer 

 
WASHINGTON: A man convicted of murder 
is to be put to death in the midwestern US 
state of Missouri on Tuesday in an execution 
that his 19-year-old daughter has been barred 
from witnessing. Kevin Johnson, a 37-year-old 
African American man, was sentenced to death 
for the 2005 murder of a white policeman in a 
suburb of St Louis. 

Johnson is set to be executed by lethal 
injection at 6:00 pm Central Time (0000 GMT) 
in  a  pr ison in  the town of  Bonne Terre . 
Johnson’s daughter, Corionsa “Khorry” Ramey, 
sued to be allowed to witness her father’s exe-
cution but a federal court turned down her 
request because she is below the minimum 
state age of 21. 

“I’m heartbroken that I won’t be able to be 
with my dad in his last moments,” Ramey said 
in a statement following the court decision. 
“My dad is the most important person in my 
life,” she said. “He has been there for me my 
whole life, even though he’s been incarcerated. 

“He is a good father, the only parent I have 
left,” Ramey said. “He has worked very hard to 
rehabilitate himself in prison.” Corene Kendrick, a 
lawyer for Ramey and the American Civil 
Liberties Union, condemned the court’s refusal to 
allow her client to attend the execution. —AFP 

Six years after bombings, Belgium  
readies for biggest criminal trial

BRUSSELS, Belgium: Belgium’s worst peacetime 
massacre left 32 dead and hundreds marked for life. 
Now, six and a half years later, Brussels will host its 
biggest ever criminal trial. 

Jury selection begins on Wednesday ahead of hear-
ings into the charges against the nine alleged jihadists 
accused of taking part in the March 2016 suicide 
bombings. The case will be heard in the former head-
quarters of the NATO military alliance, temporarily 
converted into a huge high-security court complex. 

Hundreds of witnesses and victims will testify in the 
months to come, some still hopeful that telling their 
story will offer them a measure of closure. The case 
will not be the first for 33-year-old Salah Abdeslam, 
who was convicted in France as a ringleader in the 
November 13, 2015 Paris attacks that left 130 dead. He 
is serving life without parole in France but faces fur-
ther charges in Belgium. 

Both sets of attacks were claimed by the Islamic 
State group and investigators believe they were car-
ried out by the same Belgium-based cell, including 
Abdeslam. The group was planning more violence, 
allegedly including attacks on the Euro 2016 football 
cup in France, but acted quickly after Abdeslam was 
arrested on March 18. Four days later on March 22, 
two bombers blew themselves up in Brussels airport 
and another in a city centre metro station near the 
headquarters of the European Union. Alongside those 
killed, hundreds of travellers and transport staff were 
maimed and six years on many victims, relatives and 
rescuers remain traumatised. 

Five of the nine defendants to appear in the dock 
have already been convicted in the French trial. A tenth 
will be tried in absentia because he is believed to have 
been killed in Syria.  

 
Traumatised victims  

According to the federal prosecutor’s office, more 
than 1,000 people have registered as civil plaintiffs to 
receive a hearing as alleged victims of the crime. This 
makes this trial, scheduled until June 2023 at the for-
mer NATO headquarters, the largest ever organised 
before a Belgian court of assizes. 

“I don’t really expect a lot of answers,” said 
Sandrine Couturier, who was on the Maelbeek metro 
platform and plans to come to face the defendants. 
“But I want to confront myself with what human 
beings are capable of doing. I have to accept that not 
everyone is good,” the PTSD survivor told AFP. Like 
many of those who have spoken to reporters, she suf-
fers from memory loss and concentration problems. 
Many seek treatment for depression. 

Sebastien Bellin, a former professional basketball 
player who was due to fly to New York on the morning 
of March 22, lost the use of a leg in the attack. He says 
today that he feels no hatred. “It would suck the energy 
I need to rebuild myself,” he says. Jury selection in the 
case is expected to be arduous. The court has sum-
moned 1,000 citizens in order to choose among them 
12 main jurors with 24 understudies on standby and 
able to follow daily evidence hearings for months. 

The trial should have begun in October, but there 

was controversy over the dock, in which the accused 
were to have been held in individual glass-walled 
boxes. The defendants’ areas were rebuilt as a single, 

shared space and after Wednesday’s one-day hear-
ing for jury selection testimony will begin on 
December 5.  —AFP

Macron courts Central  
Asian strongmen in  
quest for influence 

 
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron is mak-
ing an eye-catching drive to strengthen partnerships 
with Central Asian states, seeking to boost Europe’s 
influence in a strategic region where China, Russia, 
Turkey and the United States are already jostling for 
supremacy. 

Macron held talks in Paris earlier this month with 
Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who was 
making a rare visit to a Western capital, and on 
Tuesday hosted Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev at the Elysee Palace. 

Last year, Macron hosted Tajik President Emomali 
Rahmon in Paris in an extremely unusual visit and also 
held telephone talks with the leader of Tajikistan on 
Saturday. The flurry of diplomacy between Paris and 
the key Central Asian capitals come as France 
reassesses its ties with the former Soviet region in the 
wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Macron had previously sought to cultivate a viable 
relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Astana, Dushanbe and Tashkent have taken an at best 
ambivalent stance on the invasion. They have shown 
no enthusiasm but have stopped short of full-throated 
condemnation that would irritate their ex-Soviet mas-
ters in Moscow. 

Their ties with Russia are also of interest to Paris, 
which is keeping an eye on a possible negotiated solu-
tion to the invasion of Ukraine. Tokayev held talks in 
Moscow with Putin the day before travelling to Paris. 

Tokayev’s visit aims to “consolidate our relation-
ship and expand our dialogue in a context that is also 
difficult for the countries of Central Asia”, said a 

French presidential official who asked not to be 
named. “We continue to ... show our Central Asian 
partners the importance we attach to their region, 
wedged between China and Russia, and which needs 
to open up new horizons,” added the official. 

 
‘Lacking competitiveness’  

A Kazakh government source told AFP: “We firmly 
support the territorial integrity of Ukraine” in the face 
of the invasion. “We don’t support sanctions as a mat-
ter of principle. But we are not allowing our territories 
to be used for evading sanctions,” the source added. 

Meanwhile the Russian-led Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation (CSTO), a regional military 
alliance of which Kazakhstan is a member, is also in 
crisis. A CSTO summit in Armenia earlier this month 
collapsed in near acrimony. Cultivating such ties 
means Paris is also hosting leaders who are under fire 
for rights violations at home. 

Tokayev comes to Paris fresh from an election in 
which he won a second term with a crushing 81.3 per-
cent. The Organisation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe said the vote “took place in a political envi-
ronment lacking competitiveness”. 

Around 230 people were killed when Tokayev vio-
lently suppressed protests in January over living costs. 
Mirziyoyev is meanwhile credited with opening up 
Uzbekistan after the death of its post-Soviet leader 
Islam Karimov. He has pushed through significant eco-
nomic and social reforms but his regime is accused by 
aid organisations of trampling on people’s basic rights. 

 
Diversify partnerships  

In a typical French touch, the visits by Rahmon and 
Mirziyoyev have both been accompanied by block-
buster exhibitions of cultural treasures rarely seen 
outside Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. While China and 
the US have vied with Russia for influence in the 
region since the fall of the USSR, Turkey has in recent 

years shown an awakened interest in nations with 
which it shares close cultural and linguistic ties. 

Ankara has revived a body known now as the 
Organisation of Turkic States and President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, with whom Macron has a tense rela-
tionship, has been a regular visitor to the region. 
Analysts say that in the short term Europe is keen to 
promote energy ties with Central Asia, especially with 
hydrocarbon-rich Kazakhstan, as supplies from Russia 
dwindle. It also values the region’s role as a key 
pipeline hub. 

“What interests the Europeans in Central Asia are 
energy resources while Russian hydrocarbons are 
under embargo ... and the transport corridors between 
China and the European Union,” said Michael 
Levystone, associate researcher at the IFRI think tank. 
“(Meanwhile) the sanctions against the Russian econ-
omy encourage the countries of Central Asia to diver-
sify their partnerships on the international scene,” 
added Levystone, whose Paris-based organisation 
specialised in Central Asia. —AFP 

PARIS, France: French President Emmanuel Macron greets 
Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev at the Elysee 
Palace in Paris on November 29, 2022. —AFP

BRUSSELS, Belgium: File photo shows a court-sketch made on September 12, 2022, showing defendants Sofiane 
Ayari (R), Salah Abdeslam (2nd R), Osama Krayem (2nd L) and Mohamed Abrini (L) during the opening of the pre-
liminary hearing in trial of suspects in the March 2016 jihadist attacks, in Brussels.  —AFP

Jury selection in the case is expected to be arduous
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The griller, MP Hamdan Al-Azmi, had accused 

the minister of violating conflict of interests rules 
by favoring a company executing the new airport 
project and exempting it of delay fines totaling 
more than KD 100 million. Azmi said the minister 
worked as a consultant for the company before she 
was appointed minister of public works, overseeing 
the same company. 

The lawmaker also charged that the minister 
appointed a close accomplice as the undersecre-
tary of the ministry, who also worked with the 
Turkish company, saying she overlooked several 
senior officials who worked in the ministry with 
extensive experience, more than the new undersec-
retary. Azmi said the minister allowed the company 

to use material different from that specified in the 
contract in some parts of the airport project, cost-
ing public funds some KD 27 million. He also 
demanded that an investigation should be launched 
in the minister’s decisions and measures taken in 
the past. 

But the minister refuted the charges. Although 
she acknowledged she worked as a consultant for 
the company, she was assigned by Kuwait 
University, where she worked as a professor of 
engineering, adding she had quit the job more than 
two years before her appointment in the Cabinet. 
Bugammaz said the charges made by the lawmaker 
about financial violations are extremely serious and 
totally untrue, adding she complied with the regu-
lations and measures in the appointment of senior 
officials. The minister denied she caused any dam-
age to public funds or the state’s interests. 

Speaking in support of the grilling, MP Marzouq 
Al-Hubaini said the minister passed this grilling 
mainly out of cooperation with the government, but 
warned that “eyes will remain open at her decisions 
and actions in the ministry”.

Kuwaitization of 
consultants at...
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 as well,” Sunak’s spokesman told reporters in 

response to the census. Sunak won the race to 
replace Liz Truss as prime minister and leader of the 
Conservative Party on Oct 24, the same day that 
Hindus marked Diwali, the festival of lights. The next 
day, the new premier’s first formal event in 10 
Downing Street was a Diwali reception. 

On Tuesday, Sunak was hosting a Downing 
Street reception marking the Advent build-up to 
Christmas with “guests invited from across the 
Christian community”, the spokesman said. The for-
mer finance minister’s grandparents hailed from 
Punjab in northern India and emigrated to Britain 
from eastern Africa in the 1960s. 

“As chancellor I was able to light my Diwali diyas 
(lamps) on the steps of Downing Street,” Sunak told 

The Times newspaper this month. “It said something 
wonderful about our country that that was possible, 
but also that it wasn’t a big deal. “It was in a sense 
‘Gosh, this is great’ but also that’s just Britain,” he 
added, reflecting on his ascent to the political peak. 

The ONS has been releasing key sections from 
last year’s census piecemeal. The latest dealt with 
religion and ethnic identity. Data for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland are released separately. It found 
the number of people in England and Wales identi-
fying their ethnic group as white had fallen by 
around 500,000 since 2011, from 86.0 percent to 
81.7 percent. The second most common ethnic 
group was “Asian” broadly, at 9.3 percent, up from 
7.5 percent a decade ago. 

Within that group, most respondents identified 
their family heritage as Indian, followed by 
Pakistani, “other Asian”, Bangladeshi and Chinese. 
The next largest ethnic group was the fast-growing 
African population, followed by Caribbean. African 
evangelical churches have proliferated in London 
and elsewhere, providing some succor to the 
Christian share.  — AFP  

Christians a minority 
in England, number...
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“We are committed to contribute to the energy 

security of Germany and Europe at large,” Kaabi 
told a press conference after the signing ceremony 
with ConocoPhillips chief executive Ryan Lance. 

Lance hailed the accord as “a vital contribution 
to world energy security”. Qatar last week 
announced a 27-year agreement to ship four million 
tons a year to China. It said this was the longest 
contract agreed in the industry. Qatari officials 
would not discuss prices but industry analysts have 
said Germany will have to pay a premium for the 
shorter contract and the hurried start to deliveries. 

Kaabi again stressed the “sizeable investments” 
that his country has made in extracting gas for 
deliveries around the world. But he also said that 
Qatar was negotiating with German companies to 
further increase the “volumes” being sent. The gas 
will come from the North Field East and North Field 
South projects that Qatar is developing with 

ConocoPhillips and other energy multinationals. 
North Field contains the world’s biggest natural gas 
reserves and extends under the Gulf into Iranian 
territory. 

Through expansion in North Field, Qatar is aim-
ing to increase its production by 60 percent by 
2027. With increases in international prices, the val-
ue of its exports has almost doubled in the past 
year, state media said recently. Asian countries led 
by China, Japan and South Korea have been the 
main market for Qatar’s gas, but it has been increas-
ingly targeted by European countries since Russia’s 
war on Ukraine threw supplies into doubt. 

“There is very intense discussions with European 
buyers and with Asian buyers,” Kaabi said, high-
lighting the “scarcity of gas coming in the next few 
years”. “We do not have enough teams to work with 
everybody, to cater for the needs” of all countries 
making demands. Kaabi said the deal with China’s 
Sinopec showed that “Asian buyers are feeling the 
pressure of wanting to secure long-term deals... I 
think we are in a good position.” The Brunsbuttel 
terminal supplies customers of German energy 
companies Uniper and RWE, and Economy and 
Energy Minister Robert Habeck said the two firms 
“have to buy on the world market. — AFP 

Qatar signs  
gas deal for...
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Palestinian Authority civil affairs minister Hussein 

Al-Sheikh described the killing of the two brothers 
as an “execution in cold blood”. On Monday, the 
United Nations envoy for Middle East peace, Tor 
Wennesland, warned the situation in the West Bank 
was “reaching a boiling point”. “High levels of vio-
lence in the occupied West Bank and (the Zionist 
entity) in recent months, including attacks against 
(Zionist) and Palestinian civilians, increased use of 
arms and settler-related violence, have caused grave 
human suffering,” he told the Security Council. 

This week, the Zionist army announced it had 

made more than 3,000 arrests this year as part of 
Operation Break the Wave. The UN says more than 
125 Palestinians have been killed across the West 
Bank this year. The Zionist entity has occupied the 
territory since the Six-Day War of 1967. An estimat-
ed 475,000 Zionist settlers now live in the territory, 
alongside some 2.9 million Palestinians, in communi-
ties considered illegal under international law. 

Tuesday’s violence came as veteran hawk 
Benjamin Netanyahu continued negotiations to form 
what could be the most right-wing government in 
the Zionist entity’s history, following a general elec-
tion earlier this month. On Friday, Netanyahu signed 
an agreement with lawmaker Itamar Ben-Gvir that 
promised the far-right firebrand the new post of 
national security minister, with responsibility for the 
border police in the West Bank. Ben-Gvir, known for 
anti-Arab rhetoric, has repeatedly called on police 
and soldiers to use more force when confronting 
Palestinian unrest.  —AFP  

Zionists kill 5 
Palestinians...


