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The winding cobbled alleys of Souq
Waqif create a labyrinthine bazaar
stuffed with dozens of small stores

hawking spices and perfumes, scented oils,
silk scarves, shimmering crystal chandeliers
and glittering jewelry. The Qatari capital’s old-
est souq also features shisha lounges,
antique stores, art galleries, restaurants and
a stop where shoppers can have a falcon -
the national bird of this small Arab country jut-
ting out into the Persian Gulf - sit on their
arm.

Qatar was once a dust-blown pearling port
transformed into an ultra-modern hub follow-
ing its 1990s natural gas boom, when expatri-
ates, Western consultants and engineers,
and low-paid South Asian construction work-
ers and cleaners poured into the country. The
1.2 million visitors expected during the World
Cup in energy-rich Qatar can sample the dai-
ly life of the 350,000 residents through a vari-
ety of tourist attractions and everyday activi-

ties.  The beaches have golden sand and
shallow, warm turquoise waters. Qatar has
over 560 kilometers (348 miles) of coastline
and Al Maroona is the most popular beach.

Want to get on the water? Take a cruise
on the Arabian Gulf in a dhow, an integral

part of Qatari culture and, before the oil era,
the traditional boats were used for pearl div-
ing, fishing and transporting goods. The
dhows are a daily visual of Qatar’s centuries-
old maritime heritage. 

‘Bachelor’s 
handbag’ enters
Aussie lexicon

Bachelor’s handbag - a roast chick-
en takeaway in a plastic bag-has
been voted the Australian people’s

choice as the new word of the year, the
Macquarie Dictionary said on Tuesday.
The Australian English dictionary defined
the term as a “noun Colloquial (humor-
ous) a takeaway roast chicken”.

It explained its origin as: “From the
fact that such a chicken requires no fur-

ther preparation before consumption, so
is seen as an easy meal favored by a
single person, and is often packaged in
a small plastic bag with a handle, resem-
bling a handbag.” The phrase, which
came top in an online vote, combines
Australians’ love of irreverent wordplay
and chicken - also known as “chook”.

Takeaway chicken shops are found in
many Australian suburbs and few pub
menus fail to offer either chicken
schnitzel or chicken parm (Parmigiana).
“We have had a fair bit of feedback that
some people call it the tradie’s (trades-
person’s) handbag or the bachelor’s
briefcase,” Macquarie Dictionary manag-
ing editor Victoria Morgan told AFP.

“Then of course there’s that little bit
of backlash - but I think they have
missed the point a bit - you know, some-
one saying: ‘Oh, I have a family, you
don’t have to be a bachelor’. No, no,
this is just a name.” Other gems added
to the dictionary this year include a
“spicy cough” for a COVID infection, and
a “gigafire” for a bushfire that scorches
more than 100,000 hectares.
“Orthosomnia” also earned an entry,
even though it is not of Australian origin.
It refers to an insomnia “thought to be
caused by a preoccupation with obtain-
ing the amount and quality of sleep rec-
ommended by a wearable tracking
device, often resulting in anxiety”.

The dictionary committee’s formal
choice for word of the year was “teal”.
Not just a color, teal also defines a new
crop of independent politicians combin-
ing environmental green and conserva-
tive blue policies who gained promi-

nence in May general elections. “It’s
hard to go past teal as an emblem of
Australia’s political landscape in 2022,”
the committee said.

The Macquarie Dictionary announce-
ment landed less than a week after the
Australian National Dictionary Centre,
which researches Australian English,
also chose teal as its word of the year.
The centre’s shortlist included “cooker”,
a derogatory term for a person protest-
ing against COVID vaccines and lock-
downs, and “quiet quitting” for an
employee not working beyond their
specified hours and duties.— AFP 

A plane flies over the
Crescent Tower Lusail
during sunrise in Lusail,
Qatar. — AFP photos

Worshippers pray at a mosque in Doha, Qatar.

A man walks at the Doha Corniche in front of the skyline on
the day before the start of the Soccer World Cup in Doha.

People take 
photographs of

the Pearl 
monument at the

Corniche sea
promenade in

Doha, Qatar.

Brazil’s soccer team fans jump for a photo along the Doha corniche in
Qatar.

A mural painting of late soccer star Diego Maradona is seen as people pass
by, during the second anniversary of his death at West Bay, in Doha.

A former pearl diver Saad Ismail talks to a client in his pearl shop in Souq
Waqif market in Doha.


