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Dozens of modern artworks removed
from Kyiv to protect them from
Russian strikes that have already

done huge damage to Ukraine’s cultural
heritage will go on display at a Madrid
museum on Tuesday. The works on show
at the Thyssen-Bornemisza National
Museum of Art as part of the “In the Eye
of the Storm: Modernism in Ukraine
1900-1930” exhibition include oil paint-
ings, sketches and collages. Francesca
Thyssen-Bornemisza founded “Museums
for Ukraine” which is seeking to show-
case Ukrainian art, using the museum
which houses her late father’s collection
for the exhibition.

The Madrid exhibition is one of a num-
ber of showings of Ukraine’s cultural her-
itage across Europe, as well as an effort
to raise awareness of the threat posed to
the war-torn country’s artistic legacy as
fighting grinds on. Curators say it is one
of the most comprehensive surveys of
Ukrainian modern art in the period
between 1900 to 1930. Many of the
works have hardly been seen outside of
Ukraine. The exhibition will run at the
museum until April 30, and then go on

show in Cologne in Germany from
September 2023.

‘Vision’ of Russia’s destruction 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said in

a video shown at a preview Monday that
“this is a vision of what Russia is trying to
destroy”. After weeks of intense prepara-
tion, the pieces were loaded into two
trucks in mid-November just before the
Ukrainian capital came under intense
missile fire. As it headed to the Polish
border the convoy avoided passing infra-
structure likely to be attacked, Thyssen-
Bornemisza said. When the convoy
reached the border, they found it shut
because a missile had just landed in a
Polish village killing two people.

Thyssen-Bornemisza said she then
asked Ukraine’s ambassador to Spain for
help, who in turn contacted “every politi-
cian he knew between Poland and
Ukraine”. “It took them 12 hours that
night-they managed to get through,” she
said. UNESCO, the United Nations’ cul-
tural agency, says over 200 cultural sites
in Ukraine, including museums, have
been damaged since Russia invaded

Ukraine in February. Krista Pikkat,
UNESCO’s cultural and emergencies
director, said in October that “cultural her-
itage is very often collateral damage dur-
ing wars-but sometimes it’s specifically
targeted”.

‘Talk about the war’ 
The exhibition follows a chronological

order. It starts with the 1910s when
Ukraine was part of the Russian empire
and ends in the 1930s when several
artists died during purges carried out by
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, said one of
the show’s curators Katia Denysova.
Most of the works come from the National
Art Museum of Ukraine.

Among the works on display is
“Composition”, a Cubist-inspired painting
by Vadym Meller and a realistic portrait of
a soldier by Kostiantyn Yeleva. “It is
important for us to continue to talk about
the war,” Denysova said. “But we also
want to show with this project that Ukraine
has so much more to offer.”—AFP 

Metallica on Monday announced a
global tour and its forthcoming 12th
studio album, “72 seasons,” its first

since 2016. The album is set for release on
April 14 of next year, and the tour will kick
off that same month in Amsterdam. The
rockers will play two dates in each city they
visit, and promise different setlists and sup-
porting acts for each. Metallica will play
several shows in Europe including in Paris,
Hamburg and Madrid, with a string of
dates across North America including in
Los Angeles, Detroit, Montreal and Mexico
City also slated.

On Monday the heavy metal band also
released a new song off the 12-track
album, “Lux Aeterna.” Explaining the

album’s title, frontman James Hetfield, 59,
said “72 seasons. The first 18 years of our
lives that form our true or false selves.”
“The concept that we were told ‘who we
are’ by our parents. 

A possible pigeonholing around what
kind of personality we are. I think the most
interesting part of this is the continued
study of those core beliefs and how it
affects our perception of the world today,”
continued his statement. “Much of our
adult experience is reenactment or reac-
tion to these childhood experiences.
Prisoners of childhood or breaking free of
those bondages we carry.”— AFP

Kim Kardashian 
‘re-evaluating’ 
Balenciaga ties after
controversial ads

Reality show star and social
media titan Kim Kardashian
said she is “re-evaluating” her

involvement with luxury fashion
house Balenciaga, after it apologized
for ads featuring children holding ted-
dy bears wearing what critics called
bondage gear. The French brand,
part of the luxury Kering group, last
week withdrew the photos from the
Spring/Summer 2023 advertising
campaign. Two of them showed
young children holding handbags in
the shape of teddy bears, which were
wearing black leather straps with sil-
ver studs. Internet commentators
noticed another photo from a
Balenciaga-Adidas ad collaboration
showed printed documents from a
US Supreme Court ruling on child
pornography.

After that revelation, Balenciaga
filed a $25 million lawsuit against
the company that produced the
advertisements, according to
reports. “As a mother of four, I have
been shaken by the disturbing
images,” Kardashian, a celebrity
ambassador for the brand, wrote on
Instagram Sunday night, adding
that she had spent the last few
days talking with the Balenciaga
team “to understand for myself how
this could have happened.”

“The safety of children must be
held with the highest regard and any
attempts to normalize child abuse of
any kind should have no place in our
society-period,” she wrote. “As for
my future with Balenciaga, I am cur-
rently re-evaluating my relationship
with the brand,” the star posted to
her account, which has 74 million
followers.

Last week, Balenciaga posted an
apology on its own Instagram
account. “Our plush bear bags
should not have been featured with
children in this campaign. We have
immediately removed the campaign
from all platforms,” the post said.
They then posted another apology,
this time addressing the ad that fea-
tured the court documents referenc-
ing child pornography laws.

“We apologize for displaying
unsettling documents in our cam-
paign. We take this matter very seri-
ously and are taking legal action
against the parties responsible for
creating the set and including unap-
proved items for our Spring 23 cam-
paign photoshoot,” the post said. The
New York Post reported that
Balenciaga had filed a $25 million
lawsuit against production company
North Six and set designer Nicholas
Des Jardins.

Amelia Brankov, a lawyer for Des
Jardins, said there “certainly was no
malevolent scheme going on.” “As
Balenciaga is aware, numerous box-
es of documents simply were
sourced from a prop house as rental
items,” she told AFP. “Moreover, rep-
resentatives from Balenciaga were
present at the shoot, overseeing it
and handling papers and props, and
Des Jardins as a set designer was
not responsible for image selection
from the shoot,” the lawyer added.
For Balenciaga, who apologized
again on Monday following
Kardashian’s comments, the contro-
versy comes at a bad time.

It had ended its partnership with
Kardashian’s ex-husband, rapper
and designer Kanye West, last
month after West, also known as Ye,
posted an anti-Semitic tweet and
appeared at a Paris fashion show
wearing a shirt with the slogan
“White Lives Matter,” a rebuke to the
Black Lives Matter racial equality
movement.—AFP

Baguettes, Rai 
and Cuban rum: 
UNESCO mulls 
heritage status

The French baguette, Algerian Rai
music and Tunisia’s harissa condi-
ment are among this year’s con-

tenders for recognition as intangible cultur-
al heritage by UNESCO, which started
deliberations Monday in Morocco. The
United Nations’ cultural agency is examin-
ing 56 proposals for items to add to its
Lists of Intangible Cultural Heritage, includ-
ing four in urgent need of preservation-
including the pottery of the Cham people of
central Vietnam. This year’s meetings in
Morocco, which holds the organization’s
rotating presidency, are the first to be held
in person since the coronavirus pandemic.

UNESCO will tweet its decisions start-
ing from Tuesday afternoon. Other con-
tenders include a French-Belgian applica-

tion for fairgrounds, the chai (tea) culture of
Azerbaijan and Turkey, traditional Chinese
tea-processing technique and a central
Asian lute called the Rubab. Cuban light
rum and the Serbian plum brandy known
as Slivovitz also make the list.

The organization stresses that the list
honors traditions, practices and knowledge
and all such forms of culture that are
“human treasures” that cannot be touched.
Rai music is on the list not just as a form of
music but as a whole cultural tradition. The
2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage aims to
safeguard and raise awareness about the
“intangible cultural heritage of the commu-
nities, groups and individuals concerned”.

“Intangible cultural heritage, transmit-
ted from generation to generation, is con-
stantly recreated by communities and
groups in response to their environment,
their interaction with nature and their his-
tory, and provides them with a sense of
identity and continuity, thus promoting
respect for cultural diversity and human
creativity,” it says. — AFP

A journalist takes a picture near ‘The 1st of
May’ by Viktor Palmov in the first decades
of the 20th century at the Thyssen-
Bornemisza museum. 

A gallery assistant stands near ‘Rest’ by Oleksandr Syrotenko during the press preview of
‘In the Eye of the Storm’ an exhibition on Ukrainian avant-garde art in the first decades of
the 20th century at the Thyssen-Bornemisza museum. — AFP photos

Marina Drogotiu (right), chief curator of the National Museum of Ukraine, stands near a
painting during the press preview of ‘In the Eye of the Storm’ an exhibition on Ukrainian
avant-garde art.

Ukrainian curator Katia Denysova speaks during a press conference on ‘In the Eye of the
Storm’ museum.

Ukrainian violinist Bhodana Pivnenko and pianist Anna Khmara (right) of ‘Touch of Angel’
musician group perform during the press preview of ‘In the Eye of the Storm’ museum.

In this file photo US media personali-
ty Kim Kardashian attends the 2020
Vanity Fair Oscar Party following the
92nd Oscars at The Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts in
Beverly Hills. — AFP 
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