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RAWALPINDI: A recharged England, playing swash-
buckling cricket under skipper Ben Stokes and coach 
Brendon McCullum, will get their first taste of Pakistan 
conditions in 17 years when the first Test begins in 
Rawalpindi on Thursday. Under Stokes and former New 
Zealand great McCullum, England have remodeled their 
game - winning six of their last seven Tests at home 
playing what has been dubbed “Bazball” after the 
coach’s nickname. 

That came after a dismal sequence of just one win in 
17 Tests - including a 4-0 humiliation in the Ashes in 
Australia - resulting in head coach Chris Silverwood 
being sacked and Stokes taking over as skipper from 
Joe Root. But low and slow pitches in Pakistan - where 
England last played a Test in 2005 - pose a different 
challenge, McCullum admits. Security issues have meant 
Pakistan have had to play most of their home Tests of 
the last two decades on neutral grounds, usually the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“We understand the size of the challenge in front of 
us - but that’s great, and that’s why you want to play the 
game,” McCullum told a press conference. “But at the 
same time, if we are given the opportunity to try and 
play aggressive and attacking cricket, we’ll try and take 
that option.” England’s new approach saw them chase 
down targets of 277, 299, 296 and 378 with ease to win 
Tests this year. But they have won only two of the 22 
Tests they have played in Pakistan, losing four and 
drawing the other 16. 

Seam spearhead James Anderson, who toured with 
England in 2005 but didn’t play a Test, will have to draw 
on his 667-wicket experience to get life out of the 
expected unresponsive pitches with express pace 
bowler Mark Wood ruled out with a hip injury. Root will 

anchor an inexperienced batting line-up that needs to 
counter Pakistan’s new spin attack of left-armer 
Nauman Ali plus uncapped pair Zahid Mahmood and 
Abrar Ahmed. 

 
Shaheen out 

The home team will miss strike bowler Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, who is out of the series with a knee injury, while 
veteran spinner Yasir Shah has been dropped after 
struggling for form. An inexperienced pace attack will 
be led by Naseem Shah, who has played 13 Tests, while 
Haris Rauf and Mohammad Wasim Junior are both in 
line to make their Test debuts.  

“It’s always great to play England and I look forward 
to getting on this journey with our talented bunch of 
players,” tweeted captain Babar Azam. If Pakistan win 
the series 2-0 they will jump to second from fifth in the 
World Test Championship, with a series at home against 
New Zealand left to play.  The top two of nine teams will 
contest the final next year. England are seventh and out 
of contention for the final. 

Pakistan may prepare a more result-oriented pitch at 
the Rawalpindi stadium after it produced 1,187 runs for 
the loss of just 14 wickets in a tame draw against 
Australia earlier this year. That pitch was rated “below 
average” by match referee Ranjan Madugalle and 
described as “dead” by Australian batter Steve Smith. If 
the pitch takes spin, England will rely on the experience 
of left-armer Jack Leach and may even bring in 18-year-
old uncapped leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed, drafted into 
the squad last week after being initially named as a 
reserve. Leach has experience on Asian pitches, taking 
28 wickets in Sri Lanka and 18 in India in the last four 
years. —AFP
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RAWALPINDI: Pakistan play England in a home 
Test series for the first time since 2005 starting 
Thursday. AFP Sport looks at five of the most 
memorable matches since the two sides first met 
in 1954. 

 
The Oval, 1954 

Pakistan were on their first tour of England 
since earning Test status two years earlier, and 
despite being regarded as the “babies” of the 
sport, they beat a formidable home side - with 
pacer Fazal Mahmood taking 12 wickets in the 
fourth match. After Frank Tyson and Peter Loader 
bundled Pakistan out for a mere 133, Pakistan hit 
back through their pace duo of Fazal (6-53) and 
Khan Mohammad (4-58) to take a slender three-
run lead. Pakistan managed 164 in their second 
innings to set a 168-run target, but despite hav-
ing Denis Compton and Len Hutton in their ranks, 
England were routed by Fazal’s 6-46. Playing 
only their ninth Test, Pakistan won by 24 runs. 

 
Faisalabad, 1987 

The second Test of the three-match series will 
always be remembered for the on-field con-
frontation between England skipper Mike Gatting 
and Pakistan umpire Shakoor Rana. Rana accused 
Gatting of attempting to change the field as the 
bowler was running in, leading to a face-to-face 
confrontation with raised voices and jabbing fin-
gers. Rana demanded an apology, but Gatting 
initially refused - and no play was held on day 
three. The matter escalated to the extent that the 
rest of the tour was thrown into doubt, and the 
foreign offices of both nations got involved. 
Eventually, Gatting relented, and the match 
resumed - petering out into a stale draw over-
shadowed by the controversy. 

 
Karachi, 2000 

England achieved only their second Test vic-
tory in Pakistan, breaking the home nation’s 34-
match unbeaten streak at the National Stadium. 
Pakistan lost the plot on the fifth morning, losing 
their last six wickets for only 30 runs. That gave 
England a target of 176 runs, which they achieved 
for six wickets in near darkness and just 15 balls 
remaining. In the gloom, Pakistan captain Moin 
Khan repeatedly appealed for the match to be 
called off, but West Indian umpire Steve Bucknor 
rejected his pleas — reminding him it was only 
the batting side’s prerogative to “take the light”. 

 
The Oval, 2006 

The Test was poised for an intriguing finish 
until Inzamam-ul-Haq refused to take the field on 
the fourth day. The Pakistan skipper was 
incensed at the decision of the umpires - 
Australian Darrell Hair and West Indian Billy 
Doctrove - to add five runs to England’s total 
because of ball tampering. After an hour of dead-
lock Inzamam finally lead his side out, only for 
the umpires to rule Pakistan had already forfeited 
the game. Inzamam was later cleared of ball tam-
pering, but banned for four one-day internation-
als for his actions. Umpire Hair was also cen-
sured, and suspended from the elite panel for 
nearly two years. 

 
Lord’s, 2010 

The fourth day of the Test started under the 
shadow of a shocking report in The News of the 
World newspaper of three Pakistan players 
involved in a spot-fixing scandal. The report 
said sports agent Mazhar Majeed accepted 
150,000 pounds from an undercover reporter to 
arrange deliberate no-balls from Pakistan’s 
bowlers Mohammad Amir and Mohammad Asif. 
Amir and Asif had bowled no-balls during the 
match - on the orders of skipper Salman Butt, 
they said - and all three were later jailed in 
Britain and banned from cricket. England won 
the match by an innings and 225 runs to take the 
series 3-1. —AFP

The AlGhanim  
Show Jumping  
Competition 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The higher organizing committee 
(HOC) of AlGhanim Show Jumping Competition 
completed its preparation for the first edition - 
to be held at the Kuwait Riding Club fields, with 
the participation of more than 300 riders from 
local clubs. Member of HOC Rider Jassim Al-
Khalfan said, the committee is now ready for 
the competition. 

He said the championship will be held on 
Friday and Saturday. There will be five rounds 
on the first day for heights of 60-80 cm, 100-
105 cm, 110-115 cm, 120-125 cm, and 135-145 
cm. On the second and closing day, there will 
be six rounds over heights of 70-90 cm, 110-
120 cm, 130 cm, 130-135 cm and 140-145 cm 
(Grand Prize). KD 12,000 in prizes will be allo-
cated for this event, in addition to other prizes 
worth KD 4,000.  

An international path designer Anderia 
Gulombo designed the runs - and was assisted 
by Yacoub Al-Nasallah and Abdelrahman Al-
Fuzaie. The referees committee is headed by 
Nedar Al-Mustafa and the committee includes 
Ibtisam Al-Arouri, Dalal Al-Obaid, Raghad Al-
Dabbous and Yahya Al-Hadban. 

England’s head coach Brendon McCullum 

Ex-boxing referee  
admits cheating to  
help Pacquiao win  

 
MANILA: Former boxing referee Carlos Padilla 
has admitted cheating to help fellow Filipino Manny 
Pacquiao defeat Australian Nedal “Skinny” Hussein 
in a fight more than two decades ago. Pacquiao was 
21 and a rising star when he went 10 rounds against 
Hussein for the WBC International super-ban-
tamweight title near the Philippine capital Manila in 
2000. But in a stunning confession, Padilla-known 
for refereeing the “Thrilla in Manila” between 
Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier in 1975 — said he 
helped Pacquiao secure victory by “prolonging” 
the standard 10-count when the Filipino was 
knocked down and left dazed in the fourth round. 

“I am a Filipino and everybody is Filipino 
watching the fight, so I prolong the count. I know 
how to do it,” Padilla, who was recently inducted 
into the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame, said in an 
interview posted on the World Boxing Council’s 
YouTube page. “When he get up I said to him 
‘hey are you okay?’-and that’s prolonging the 
fight,” a smiling Padilla said. Pacquiao later head-
butted Hussein, leaving the Australian with a cut 
above his left eye. 

But Padilla classified the head clash as a 
“punch”. Pacquiao won by a technical knockout 
after the doctor stopped the fight due to Hussein’s 
bleeding. “I declare it a punch but it’s (a head-
butt),” Padilla said, which allowed the fight to con-
tinue. “As a referee, that’s the best way to do-let 

the doctor stop the fight but they know that it’s my 
fault.” Hussein, who was coached by Australian 
former world champion Jeff Fenech, said on 
Instagram that Padilla’s admission was a “travesty 
and a true injustice”. 

“They should be held accountable for the sport 
we love,” Hussein said in a post addressed to World 
Boxing Council president Mauricio Sulaiman. 
Pacquiao did not immediately respond to AFP’s 
requests for comment. The 43-year-old multiple 
world champion retired last year from the sport to 
make a failed crack at the presidency of his country. 
He has an exhibition fight against a South Korean 
YouTuber in December, which he has described as 
“my comeback to the ring”. —AFP

Manny Pacquiao

Ferrari’s Binotto  
pays price for Red  
Bull dominance 

 
PARIS: Mattia Binotto has resigned as team principal of 
Formula One giants Ferrari, the historic Italian manufactur-
er announced on Tuesday. “Ferrari NV announces that it 
has accepted the resignation of Mattia Binotto who will 
leave his role as Scuderia Ferrari Team Principal on 
December 31,” read the statement. The 53-year-old 
Swiss-born Italian had been with Ferrari for almost three 
decades, stepping up to the role of team principal in 2019. 

Rumors had been swirling about Binotto’s future 
ahead of the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix earli-

er this month as the team failed to mount a serious chal-
lenge to Red Bull after a promising start to the campaign. 
“With the regret that this entails, I have decided to con-
clude my collaboration with Ferrari,” Binotto said in the 
statement. “I am leaving a company that I love, which I 
have been part of for 28 years, with the serenity that 
comes from the conviction that I have made every effort 
to achieve the objectives set. “I leave a united and grow-
ing team. A strong team, ready, I’m sure, to achieve the 
highest goals, to which I wish all the best for the future.” 

Benedetto Vigna, CEO of Ferrari Group, said Binotto 
had achieved many things in his role, including making 
Ferrari competitive again. “I would like to thank Mattia 
for his many great contributions over 28 years with 
Ferrari and particularly for leading the team back to a 
position of competitiveness during this past year,” said 
Vigna. “As a result, we are in a strong position to renew 
our challenge, above all for our amazing fans around the 
world, to win the ultimate prize in motorsport.” —AFP 


