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     News in brief

Iran’s Daei faces ‘threats’  
 
PARIS: Iranian football legend Ali Daei on 
Monday said he had been targeted by threats 
after backing ongoing protests in Iran triggered 
by the death of Mahsa Amini. Amini, a 22-year-
old Iranian of Kurdish origin, died on September 
16, three days after her arrest by the notorious 
morality police while visiting Tehran with her 
younger brother. Daei, whose 109 goals at inter-
national level was long unsurpassed until he was 
overtaken by Cristiano Ronaldo, played in Iran’s 
legendary 1998 2-1 World Cup victory against the 
United States. He decided not be go to the World 
Cup in Qatar due to the Iranian authorities’ dead-
ly crackdown on the protests. “I have received 
numerous threats against myself and my family in 
recent months and days from some organizations, 
medias and unknown individuals,” Daei said in a 
statement on Instagram. “I was taught humanity, 
honor, patriotism and freedom.... What do you 
want to achieve with such threats?” he added.  
 
 

FA Cup third round 
 
LONDON: Manchester City will host Chelsea in 
the standout tie of the FA Cup third round as 
holders Liverpool and Manchester United were 
also drawn against Premier League opposition 
on Monday. Liverpool begin their defense of the 
trophy at home to struggling Wolves, while 
United host Everton. City have already dumped 
Graham Potter’s men out of the League Cup with 
a 2-0 win at the Etihad earlier this month. The 
sides will meet again on the weekend of January 
6-9, once the club game resumes after a break 
for the World Cup. Premier League leaders 
Arsenal travel to League One Oxford United, 
while Newcastle will begin their quest for a first 
FA Cup since 1955 away to Sheffield Wednesday. 
West Ham make the short trip to Brentford and 
Southampton travel to Crystal Palace in the other 
all Premier League ties. 
 
 

FIFA lifts ban on Kenya  
 
NAIROBI: FIFA has lifted a ban on Kenya’s 
national football federation, following the govern-
ment’s decision to reinstate the body after dis-
banding it over corruption allegations, the coun-
try’s sports minister said Monday. In February, 
football’s world governing body suspended the 
Football Kenya Federation (FKF), citing govern-
ment interference after the authorities shut down 
the organisation last year over graft allegations. 
Earlier this month, Sports Minister Ababu 
Namwamba announced that the federation would 
be reinstated but warned its former chief, who is 
facing corruption charges, against returning to 
the FKF until his case was concluded. On 
Monday, Namwamba told reporters in Nairobi 
that he had met with FIFA officials in Qatar to 
review Kenya’s suspension. “I would like to 
express my delight for Kenya to return back to 
international football,” he said, announcing the 
lifting of the ban.  
 
 

Hero World Challenge 
 
MIAMI: Tiger Woods has withdrawn from this 
week’s Hero World Challenge in the Bahamas 
because of plantar fasciitis in his right foot, the 
15-time major champion said on Twitter on 
Monday. Woods said he would focus on his host-
ing duties at the 20-man unofficial tournament at 
the Albany course, which benefits his charity TGR 
Foundation. It was to have been his first start 
since he missed the cut in the Open 
Championship at St Andrews in July. “In prepara-
tion and practice for this week’s Hero World 
Challenge, I’ve developed plantar fasciitis in my 
right foot, which is making it difficult to walk,” 
Woods said in a statement posted on social 
media. “After consulting with my doctors and 
trainers, I have decided to withdraw this week 
and focus on my hosting duties. My plan is still to 
compete in The Match and PNC Championship.” 
The Match is a 12-hole exhibition event that also 
features Rory McIlroy, Jordan Spieth and Justin 
Thomas on December 10.  —From AFP

Durant powers Nets past  
Magic; Pacers stun Lakers

In Washington, Porzingis did it all for Wizards
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant scored a season-high 45 
points to power Brooklyn to a 109-102 NBA victory over 
the Orlando Magic on Monday that kept the Nets trend-
ing in the right direction. Durant’s was just one of the 40-
point performances on Monday as Devin Booker poured 
in 44 to lead the Phoenix Suns to a 122-117 victory over 
the Kings in Sacramento and Washington Wizards center 
Kristaps Porzingis scored a career-high 41 in a 142-127 
victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

While the league-leading Boston Celtics romped to 
victory again, leading wire-to-wire in a 140-105 win 
over the Charlotte Hornets, the Philadelphia 76ers erased 
a 16-point deficit to beat the Atlanta Hawks 104-101 in 
star center Joel Embiid’s return from injury. In Brooklyn, 
the Nets had their hands full early with the Magic, who 
led by 10 in the first quarter. The Nets were up by one at 
half-time, and Durant erupted in the third quarter, scor-
ing 19 points, blocking two shots and coming up with a 
steal in the period as the Nets seized control. 

“Teammates set great screens for me, the paint was 
opened up because we were spaced off properly and I 
was able to knock some shots down,” Durant said after 
the game. It’s been a rocky season for Brooklyn, who had 
just sacked coach Steve Nash in the wake of a 1-5 start 
when star guard Kyrie Irving was embroiled in contro-
versy after posting a link to an anti-semitic film on social 
media. Durant, who was a ruthlessly efficient 19 of 24 
from the floor and also had seven rebounds and five 
assists, was delighted to see them put together back-to-
back victories and move to 11-11 for the season. 

“We’ve been through a lot so far,” he said. “Getting to 
.500 is a definite goal of ours the last couple of weeks-
we were right on the cusp. We just want to keep pro-
gressing.” Indiana rookie Andrew Nembhard drained a 
buzzer-beating three-pointer to give the Pacers a 
thrilling 116-115 victory over the Lakers in Los Angeles. 
The Lakers looked headed to a third straight victory 
when they led 101-84 with 9:59 to play. But the Pacers 
kept coming, knotting it at 113-113 on Tyrese Haliburton’s 

driving layup with 39.8 seconds remaining. 
Lakers superstar LeBron James-who rolled his ankle 

in the first quarter but returned to action after a trip to 
the locker room-responded with a layup of his own to 
make it 115-113. But when Myles Turner missed a three-
pointer on the Pacers’ ensuing possession the Lakers 
couldn’t corral the rebound. Haliburton grabbed it and 
fired to Nembhard who drilled the game-winner. “It felt 
good coming off my fingers, that’s for sure,” Nembhard 
told broadcaster Bally Sports Indiana in an on-court 
interview shortly before he was doused with water by 
teammates in celebration. 

It was business as usual in Boston, where Jayson 
Tatum returned from a one-game absence to score 35 
points and sat out the fourth quarter with the game well 
in hand. Jaylen Brown, who had carried the load in 
Tatum’s absence in a blowout victory over Washington 
on Sunday, had his turn to rest, sitting out with a sore 
neck. It didn’t matter at all as the Celtics knocked down 
24 three-pointers and kept their offense clicking with 40 
assists. In Washington, Porzingis did it all for the Wizards, 
connecting on 12 of 18 shots-including six three point-
ers-to amass his 41 points in less than 31 minutes on the 
floor. He added three blocks and two steals. —AFP 

Why are Man Utd,  
Liverpool both up  
for sale now? 

 
MANCHESTER: Manchester United 
fans have celebrated the news that the 
Glazer family are open to selling the 
club after an acrimonious relationship 
with supporters during their 17 years in 
charge. But United are not the only 
iconic English club on the market with 
Liverpool’s owners, the Fenway Sports 
Group, also seeking to sell a share or 
al l  of their stake in the six-time 
European champions. AFP Sport looks 
at the reasons why both the two most 
successful clubs in English football his-
tory are up for sale: 

 
Super League stalemate 

The Glazers and FSG were behind the 
botched attempt at a breakaway European 
Super League in 2021 that rapidly col-
lapsed amid a furious backlash from fans, 
governing bodies and politicians. A cabal 
of 12 leading European clubs sought to 
create a closed league format common in 
US sport without promotion or relegation 
or the need to qualify every year as they 
do currently for the Champions League. 

The idea was to maximize revenue 
from more guaranteed games against 
top level opposition, while also con-
trolling costs in an attempt to make 
clubs far more profitable. Barcelona, 
Real Madrid and Juventus are going 
through the courts in an attempt to get 
the Super League off the ground. But 

with opposition to the project still 
fierce in England, it would be hugely 
unpopular move for any Premier 
League owner to pursue. 

 
Newcastle threat 

Without a Super League, Champions 
League revenue is even more vital to 
United and Liverpool. However, their 
place at the top table of European foot-
ball is set to come under increasing 
threat by the rise of Newcastle under 
the ownership of the Saudi sovereign 
wealth fund. As the Premier League 
takes a mid-season break for the World 
Cup, neither United nor Liverpool are in 
the top four. Just over 12 months into a 
new era, Newcastle are up in third. 

Both clubs have already been stung 
by state wealth as Abu Dhabi-backed 
Manchester City have superseded their 
traditional rivals to become the domi-
nant force in English football over the 
past decade. For the fourth time in 10 
years, United failed to qualify for the 
Champions League this season. 
Liverpool are in the competition for a 
sixth consecutive season thanks to 
coach Jurgen Klopp’s transformation of 
the Reds’ fortunes. But prior to that run, 
Liverpool reached the Champions 
League just once in seven years. 

 
Chelsea sale price 

Despite a fire sale caused by sanc-
tions imposed on Roman Abramovich for 
his links to the Kremlin, Chelsea fetched 
a record price for a football club of £2.5 
billion ($3 billion) in May thanks to a 
bidding war. Tellingly, United’s owners 

have appointed Raine, the same bank 
used in the Chelsea sale to lead the 
process for fresh investment. With a far 
more glorious history than the Blues and 
a larger global fanbase, both United and 
Liverpool should fetch a higher price 
despite being based in England’s north-
west compared to London. Analysts 
believe United could fetch as much as 
£5 billion for a club the Glazers bought 
for £790 million in a leveraged takeover. 
FSG are in line for a 10-fold increase on 
the £300 million they spent to acquire 
Liverpool in 2010. 

 
Changing economic climate 

As interest rates rise to try and quell 
inflation around the globe, the burden of 
carrying debt has become a lot more 

onerous. United’s net borrowings 
swelled to £515 million in the 2021/22 
season. The Glazers also recognized the 
need for major capital expenditure on 
upgrading Old Trafford in their state-
ment on seeking investment. 

Liverpool are going through a sec-
ond expansion of the club’s stadium 
during FSG’s tenure with an £80 million 
redevelopment of the Anfield Road 
Stand. On the field, Liverpool fans are 
also crying out for investment in new 
players after a dramatic drop off in per-
formances this season by an ageing 
squad. With borrowing far more expen-
sive than it has been for most of their 
time in English football, both the Glazers 
and FSG appear to have decided now is 
the time to cash out. —AFP

MANCHESTER: A poster shows an image of Ronaldo outside of Old Trafford stadium, 
the home ground of Manchester United football team, in Manchester, northern 
England. —AFP

Tunisia ambassador  
visits Tomooh Club 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Al-
Hashemi Ajili visited Tomooh Sports Club and 
watched the match between Tunis and Australia 
who are participating in the World Cup along 
with club members. The ambassador said he 
was happy to be among the athletes, their par-
ents and the Tunisian community. He lauded the 
organization. Chairwoman of Tomooh Club 
Rihab Buresli welcomed the ambassador and 
the guests. She expressed hailed the Tunisian 
experience, and the club’s keenness to seek the 
help of Tunisian coaches.

Entire Juve board  
of directors quits 

 
ROME: The entire board of directors at Juventus 
has resigned, including president Andrea Agnelli 
and vice president Pavel Nedved, the Italian Serie 
A club said in a statement Monday. The board had 
sought independent legal advice over an ongoing 
investigation by prosecutors in Turin into allega-
tions of false accounting and irregularities in the 
transfer and loans of players. 

It resigned over “new legal and accounting opin-
ions” from experts, and given “the centrality and the 
relevance of the pending legal and 
technical/accounting matters”, the club said. The 
exodus marks the end of a chapter for Agnelli, who 
as chairman saw Juventus win nine-straight Serie A 

titles as well as reach the 2015 and 2017 Champions 
League finals. 

He was also a fervent support of the European 
Super League. Two of the clubs that also hoped to 
join-Manchester United and Liverpool-are now 
up for sale. But he risks legal woes along with 
over a dozen other people in the commissions 
case. Juve are being probed over 282 million euros 
($319m) of capital gains-the positive difference 
between purchase and sale values net of amorti-
sation and write-downs-from a series of player 
transfers booked in their financial results for 2019, 
2020 and 2021. 

 
Parallel investigation  

Prosecutors in Turin are investigating the possi-
bility that Juve, who are listed on the Italian stock 
exchange, presented false accounting information to 
investors and produced invoices for non-existent 
transactions over that period. The outgoing board 

“considered (it) to be in the best social interest to 
recommend that Juventus equip itself with a new 
Board of Directors to address these issues,” the 
club said. Managing director Maurizio Arrivabene 
was asked to stay on for an interim period while a 
new board could be brought together for the Turin 
giants, the club said. The next shareholders’ meeting 
is set for December 27 and will examine new con-
solidated financial statements as of 30 June 2022. 

Shareholders are then set to meet again on 
January 18 to appoint the new board, it said. A raft 
of transfers involving Juve and other clubs are also 
the subject of a parallel investigation which was 
launched by the Italian Football Federation (FIGC) 
in October. What is discovered by prosecutors will 
then be passed on to the FIGC, which has powers 
to sanction clubs with a range of punishments from 
fines to being kicked out of the league. The club 
will “continue to cooperate with the supervisory 
and industry authorities”, it said. —AFP

NEW YORK: Kevin Durant #7 and Nic Claxton #33 of the Brooklyn Nets defend the net against Paolo Banchero #5 of the 
Orlando Magic during the second half at Barclays Center on November 28, 2022. —AFP


