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DOHA: Bruno Fernandes scored twice to give 
Portugal a 2-0 victory over Uruguay on Monday 
and send them into the knock-out stages of the 
World Cup alongside France and Brazil. The 
Manchester United midfielder scored a cross-cum-
shot nine minutes into the second half and then 
added an injury-time penalty following a handball 
by Jose Maria Gimenez. The match at Doha’s spec-
tacular 89,000-capacity Lusail Stadium also fea-
tured the first pitch invader of the Qatar tourna-
ment-the man carried messages of support for 
Ukraine and Iranian women and had a rainbow flag. 

“It was a well-deserved victory,” Portugal 
coach Fernando Santos said. “The first part is 
over, we are in a hurry. Now I will continue to 
work to improve what needs to improve. “The 
team deserved it, they were solid and very strong 
both in the quality of the game and the bond 
between them.” With Portugal already through, 
Uruguay must now beat Ghana in their final 
Group H match to stand any chance of also pro-
gressing. 

Both sides made three changes from their open-
ing matches, with Portugal bringing in veteran Pepe 
for the injured Danilo Pereira, who suffered cracked 
ribs in training. Pepe became the third-oldest out-
field player in World Cup history and it was his first 
full 90 minutes in more than a month and a half. “I 
worked a lot with my club (Porto), which gave me 
the possibility of being 100 percent for the national 
team,” said Pepe of his surprise start. Portugal 
dominated the first half, hogging the ball and creat-
ing several chances, but without ever testing 
Uruguay goalkeeper Sergio Rochet. 

Uruguay’s forwards, Edinson Cavani and Darwin 

Nunez, were starved of the ball but the South 
Americans still had the best opportunity of the first 
period. Rodrigo Bentancur picked the ball up in his 
own half and surged forwards, slipping between two 
defenders to find himself one-on-one with goal-
keeper Diogo Costa, who spread himself well to 
save the midfielder’s shot. Portugal captain Cristiano 
Ronaldo was largely anonymous in the first 45 min-
utes but did delight fans with a shoulder pass to 
pick out William Carvalho, who volleyed over. 

 
Pitch invader 

The main drama came after the break. Moments 
after a pitch invader ran onto the pitch carrying a 
rainbow flag and with a message supporting 
Ukraine and Iranian women on his T-shirt, only to 
be spectacularly tackled by security, Portugal went 
in front. Fernandes created space for himself on the 
left and curled an inswinging cross into the mixer, 
with Ronaldo breaking the offside trap to attempt a 
glancing header.  

As the ball nestled in the goal, Ronaldo wheeled 
away in celebration but FIFA decided he had not 
touched the ball, thus denying him a ninth World 
Cup goal, which would have put him level with 
Portuguese great Eusebio. Uruguay coach Diego 
Alonso threw on forwards Maxi Gomez and Luis 
Suarez as the South Americans belatedly began to 
exert some pressure, and both came close to an 
equalizer. 

Gomez’s rasping drive from 20 yards came back 
off the post with Costa beaten, while Suarez hit the 
side netting from close range. With the 90 minutes 
almost up, Fernandes nutmegged Gimenez, whose 
trailing hand diverted the ball away from the mid-

fielder and prevented him from finding himself one-
on-one with Rochet. Iranian referee Alireza Faghani 
awarded the spot-kick after a VAR check and 

Fernandes sent Rochet the wrong way after his sig-
nature hop, skip run-up. He then almost completed 
a hat-trick but hit the post from 20 yards. —AFP

Portugal blank Uruguay 2-0,  
cruise into knock-out stages

Fernandes scores twice; Uruguay’s fate hang in the balance

LUSAIL: Uruguay’s forward #11 Darwin Nunez and Portugal’s midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes fight for the ball as 
Uruguay’s midfielder #05 Matias Vecino watches during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match between 
Portugal and Uruguay on November 28, 2022.  —AFP

 

FIFA World Cup 2022 
Australia v Denmark                            18:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Tunisia v France                                   18:00 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Saudi Arabia v Mexico                          22:00 
beIN Sports HD 1 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS 
Poland v Argentina                               22:00 
beIN Sports HD 2 Max 
beIN Sports Connect 
beIN SPORTS

Today’s matches ‘Neymar haters’: Brazil 
political divide spills  
over to World Cup 

 
RIO DE JANEIRO: Normally, it would be 
horrible news to football fans anywhere that 
their team’s star player was injured. But even as 
they endured an anguished wait for a Neymar-
less Brazi l  to score in their  1-0 win over 
Switzerland Monday, some Brazilians found it 
hard to miss the injured superstar, who has 
promised to dedicate his first World Cup goal 
to far-right President Jair Bolsonaro.  

Watching the match in a packed bar in cen-
tral Rio de Janeiro, where fans decked out in 
yellow and green waited nervously for what 
turned out to be the lone goal - scored in the 
83rd minute, by Casemiro - 23-year-old law 
student Henrique Melo explained his dilemma. 
As a footbal l  fan, he desperately wanted 
Neymar back from the ankle injury that side-
lined him late in Brazil’s 2-0 win over Serbia 
Thursday, in which the Paris Saint-Germain 
star sparkled despite failing to find the goal.  

“The team are missing him,” Melo said, 
proudly sporting the football-mad nation’s jer-
sey. At the same time, the fact that the world’s 
most expensive footballer has yet to score in 
the tournament “is the best result Brazil’s had 
in the World Cup,” he joked. “We would have 
had all these Bolsonaro supporters celebrat-
ing,” Melo, a proud supporter of leftist presi-
dent-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, told AFP. 

“As a player, Neymar’s incredible - he’s an 
art ist . As a person, he leaves a lot  to be 

desired. Not just his political opinions, but who 
he is. Instead of just enjoying his bling lifestyle, 
he could be investing in education, social proj-
ects, setting an example for kids... He could be 
the man.” On Rio’s iconic Copacabana beach, 
where a huge crowd watched the match on a 
giant screen, 29-year-old vendor Tainara 
Santana was feeling the same quandary. “I like 
football, so I want (Neymar) to play because 
he’s good. But I can’t say I’m sad he hasn’t 
scored. It’s great to see Neymar fail,” she 
laughed. 

With his lean good looks and huge social 
media following, Neymar is one of the biggest 
names in sports. But his footballing magic has 
been tarnished at times. On the pitch, critics 
accuse the 30-year-old Paris Saint-Germain 
star of diving and of failing to live up to the 
hype when it counts. Off the pitch, he has 
faced accusations of excessive partying, tax 
fraud and spoiled behavior. “He’s a jerk,” 
Santana said. “Not just for his politics, but 
because of his machismo, his ego, his total lack 
of humility.” 

 
‘How low have we sunk?’  

Brazil’s campaign for a record-extending 
sixth World Cup comes on the heels of its divi-
sive elections last month. Neymar endorsed 
Bolsonaro against Lula - and became the tar-
get of an army of “Neymar haters” online. At 
the weekend, “F*** Neymar” became one of 
the top trending topics in Brazil on Twitter. 
Brazilian football legend Ronaldo rushed to 
Neymar’s defense Sunday.  

“You’re f***ing Neymar! Giant!” the two-
time World Cup winner wrote on Instagram 

Sunday. “That’s why you have to deal with so 
much envy and evil, to the point of people cel-
ebrating your injury. How low have we sunk?” 
he said, urging Neymar to “use that hate as 
fuel.” Teammates Casemiro and Raphinha also 
stuck up for Neymar, saying he didn’t deserve 
the shade he was getting on social media. 

Brazil have struggled in the past without 

DOHA: Picture of the swollen ankle of Brazil’s forward #10 
Neymar taken as he leaves the field at the end of the Qatar 
2022 World Cup Group G football match. —AFP

Neymar - notably enduring the shame of their 
7-1 elimination by Germany on home soil in the 
2014 World Cup semi-finals after their talisman 
suffered a back injury. In Copacabana, Lula 
supporter Charleo Luis just wanted to keep 
politics and football separate. Neymar haters 
“are idiots who know nothing about football,” 
said the 24-year-old street vendor. “Who cares 
if he supports Bolsonaro? He’s a great player. 
I’m a huge fan, I love him. I’m rooting for him to 
recover.” The World Cup, he added, “is a time 
for us to cheer like one big family.”  —AFP

Ghana youngster  
lights up WCup 

 
DOHA: Mohammed Kudus announced himself on 
the global stage with his brace at the World Cup 
on Monday to show why he is one of the most cov-
eted young players in football. The attacking mid-
fielder scored twice, including the winner, in 
Ghana’s dramatic 3-2 win over South Korea in 
Qatar. The 22-year-old, who plays his club football 
for Ajax, almost single-handedly saved Ghana’s 
World Cup campaign when he stroked in left-foot-
ed in the 68th minute. 

He had earlier scored with a header, before Son 
Heung-min’s South Korea mounted a comeback, 
only for Kudus to win it for Ghana and their color-
ful, chanting fans. He has now scored seven times 
in 20 appearances for his country, having made his 
debut three years ago. It remains to be seen how 
much further Ghana go at the tournament-they 
have three points from two games and face a 
grudge match against Uruguay in their final Group 
H match on Friday. But no matter what they do, 
Kudus looks set to go far once the World Cup 
wraps up. 

Ghana captain Andre Ayew shrugged and 
smiled when asked afterwards how impressed he 
had been by his young team-mate. “Not impressed 
at all,” the 32-year-old forward said, a smile form-
ing on his face again. “It’s normal-it’s Kudus. “He 
has a bright future in front of him. We know this, I 

know this, Ghana knows it now, the world is going 
to know it. “You’ll see, more is coming from my 
boy.” Crystal Palace’s Jordan Ayew-Andre’s broth-
er-came into the Ghana side and provided the 
cross for Kudus’s first-half header 

He said Kudus was “shining”. “And hopefully he 
can keep on shining because he has a really bright 
future,” said the 31-year-old. Kudus made a piece 
of history, his double the first by a Ghanian in a 
World Cup match. “He’s a good character,” said 
coach Otto Addo. “He’s a very good guy who one 
against one is fast. He has very good game intelli-
gence. “He has to work more defensively, this is for 
sure, but he is on the right track to be a great, 
great player.” 

 
Rapid ascent 

Some of Europe’s biggest clubs, among them 
Milan, Borussia Dortmund and Liverpool, have 
been linked with Kudus. A summer loan move to 
Everton fell through. There was mayhem all around 
him after Ghana hung on to beat South Korea, but 
man-of-the-match Kudus seemed to be the coolest 
man among the 44,000 at Education City Stadium. 
Kudus was still playing for Ajax’s youth team as 
recently as last year, before making an impact on 
the elite stage with four goals in this season’s 
Champions League. He has scored 15 goals in 63 
appearances for the Amsterdam club and also 
clocked six assists. 

Kudus certainly does not lack self-belief. 
Speaking to The Guardian in Doha last week, he 
said: “He’s not better than me. He’s just a higher-

profile player, that’s all.” The man Kudus was refer-
encing was Neymar. Kudus was less forthright 
after his two goals against the South Koreans and 
instead now has his sights set on Uruguay and a 

possible place in the last 16. “The whole team 
played their part and I think the energy is very 
good in camp now, and it is a good boost for our 
next game,” he said.  —AFP

AL-RAYYAN: Ghana’s midfielder #20 Mohammed Kudus eyes the ball during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football 
match between South Korea and Ghana on November 28, 2022.  —AFP


