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New Assembly to meet on 
Oct 11 as Cabinet resigns

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: After historic parliamentary elections, 
the government decided at an extraordinary meeting 
on Saturday to resign as required by the constitution 
and approved a decree setting the inaugural session 
of the new National Assembly for Oct 11. The 
Cabinet’s resignation will be officially submitted 
today to HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, who is expected to accept it and 
then reappoint HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah to form the new Cabinet. 

According to the constitution, the new Cabinet 
must be formed before the Assembly’s opening ses-
sion, and then be sworn in by HH the Amir. Cabinet 
members will take another oath in the Assembly to 
become members of parliament, including those 
who are unelected. Kuwaiti law requires the Cabinet 
to step down immediately after announcing the 
results of the parliamentary elections, and a new 
Cabinet should be formed before the Assembly’s 
first session, which must take place within two 
weeks of announcing the results. 

Kuwaitis on Thursday elected a new National 
Assembly, dominated by opposition members, with the 
hope to restore political stability elusive for the past two 
decades due to political disputes between the govern-

ment and MPs. Under Kuwait’s unique democratic sys-
tem, a senior member of the ruling family heads the gov-
ernment. Also, unelected members of the Cabinet vote in 
parliament like elected MPs, except on a few issues. 

New MPs called for forming a strong government 

that reflects the outcome of the election and the 
desire of Kuwaiti voters to achieve political stability. 
The Islamic Constitutional Movement (ICM), the 
political arm of the Muslim Brotherhood, called on the 
next premier to form a Cabinet of “statesmen” capa-

ble of understanding and dealing with the outcome of 
the election. In a statement, the ICM called on the 
next Cabinet to present “an ambitious but realistic 
reform program” of action. 
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Lawmakers call for strong government that reflects poll results

KUWAIT: The Cabinet - chaired by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah - meets on Oct 1, 2022 before tendering its resignation. — KUNA 

PARIS: Students demonstrated in Tehran and other 
Iranian cities Saturday against an ongoing crack-
down on dissent over the death last month of Mahsa 
Amini in the custody of the Islamic republic’s noto-
rious morality police. Iranians based abroad and 
their supporters gathered in cities around the world 
in solidarity. A wave of street violence has rocked 
Iran since Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurd, died 
after her arrest by the morality police for allegedly 
failing to observe the Islamic republic’s strict dress 
code for women. 

Protests were held across Iran for a 15th consecu-
tive night on Friday, despite a bloody crackdown that 
a rights group says has claimed more than 80 lives. 
“Woman, life, freedom” and “Death to the dictator”, 
they chanted in the streets of Amini’s hometown of 
Saqqez, in Kurdistan province. On Saturday, riot 
police massed at major road junctions across the cap-
ital, as students gathered in Enghelab (Revolution) 
Square near Tehran University in the city center to 
press for the release of arrested students. 

Continued on Page 6 

Iran students 
protest over 
crackdown

TOKYO: People chant slogans and hold pictures of 
Mahsa Amini during a “Freedom rally for Iran” event in 
Shibuya district on Oct 1, 2022. — AFP  

BAGHDAD: Iraqi protesters clash with security forces at Al-Jumhuriya Bridge 
leading to the high-security Green Zone on Oct 1, 2022.— AFP 

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin is seen on a screen in Red Square as 
he addresses a rally and concert marking the annexation of four regions of 
Ukraine on Sept 30, 2022.  — AFP  

BAGHDAD: Scuffles broke out 
between protesters and security 
forces injuring dozens as thousands 
gathered Saturday in Iraq’s capital to 
mark three years since nationwide 
demonstrations erupted against 
endemic corruption. The latest 
protests in Baghdad come as Iraq has 
been mired in political paralysis since 
elections in October last year that 
have failed to bring in a new presi-
dent, prime minister or government. 

Protesters were heard chanting 
“the people demand the fall of the 
regime” as thousands gathered on 

Saturday in Baghdad’s iconic Tahrir 
Square, the epicenter of the protest 
movement, an AFP correspondent 
said. Many brandished portraits of the 
“martyrs” killed in the wave of rallies 
three years ago. “Today, it is essential 
to confront power,” activist Ali Al-
Habib said. “All the bridges and roads 
are blocked because the authorities 
are afraid of the protesters,” he 
added, condemning “infighting within 
the political class, which completely 
ignores the will of the people”. 

The demonstrations seek to revive 
the unprecedented protests of Oct 
2019 that condemned rampant unem-
ployment and the country’s decaying 
infrastructure.  

Those protests raged for months 
before winding down under the shad-
ow of coronavirus restrictions and a 
harsh crackdown that saw at least  
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Iraqis mark 
3rd ’versary 
of protests

KYIV: Russia was even more diplo-
matically isolated Saturday after 
President Vladimir Putin annexed four 
Moscow-held areas of Ukraine with 
Kyiv condemning the move and vow-
ing to retake the territories. Putin 
staged a grand ceremony in the 
Kremlin on Friday to celebrate the 
annexation, hours after shelling killed 
30 people in Ukraine’s southern 
region of Zaporizhzhia. “I want to say 
this to the Kyiv regime and its masters 
in the West: People living in Lugansk, 
Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 

are becoming our citizens forever,” 
Putin said. 

Washington announced “severe” 
new sanctions against Russian offi-
cials and the defense industry, and 
said G7 allies support imposing 
“costs” on any nation that backs the 
annexation. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky immediately 
urged the US-led military alliance 
NATO to grant his country fast-track 
membership. He also vowed never to 
hold talks with Russia as long as Putin 
was in power. 

US President Joe Biden con-
demned Friday’s ceremony in Moscow 
as a “sham routine” and pledged to 
continue backing Kyiv. NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg slammed the annex-
ation as “illegal and illegitimate” but 
remained non-committal after Ukraine 

Continued on Page 6 

Russia isolated 
after annexing 
Ukraine regions


