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News in brief

Social insurance continues 
to develop social services 

KUWAIT: The Public Institution for Social
Insurance confirmed on Saturday that it is
continuing to develop its insurance and social
services in accordance with the time frames
set for the relevant objectives. The remark was
made by the commissioning director general
of the institution, Ahmed Hamad Al-Thunayan
on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of the
social insurance as an official institution in
1977. Al-Thunayan added that the institution
takes into account the conditions of retired
Kuwaiti and their children and seeks to con-
sider the required reforms to improve its serv-
ices in a way that guarantees a decent living
for pensioners without affecting the sustain-
ability of insurance system. He stressed that all
the employees of the Social Insurance
Institution spare no effort in order to develop
the work of the institution and keeps the inter-
ests of the beneficiaries’ services in mind as
their duty dictates. 

Kuwait attaches special 
care to older persons 

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry
and Minister of Social Affairs and Community
Development Fahad Al-Shuraian affirmed that
Kuwait attaches special care to the elderly. This
came in remarks by the minister on the occa-
sion of the World Day for Older Persons, aiming
to strengthen the role of the elderly in society
and raising awareness of the importance of
providing health and psychological care for
them. He noted that Kuwait’s great priority for
older persons comes through what was stipu-
lated in Article (11) of the constitution, and
accordingly, Law No 18 of 2016 was issued
regarding social care for the elderly, which pro-
vides medical, social and psychological care.
Moreover, he expressed his sincere thanks to
all workers in the service of the elderly in the
social care sector.

Kuwait oil price rises 
to $96.08 per barrel 

KUWAIT: Price of the Kuwaiti crude oil rose
by 56 cents to $96.08 per barrel (pb) Friday
vis-a-vis $95.52 pb Thursday, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation said on Saturday. In
international markets, forward contracts of the
Brent crude oil dropped by 53 cents settling at
$87.96 pb and those of the West Texas
Intermediate crude fell by $1.74 to $79.49 pb. 

Students attend classes 
free from constraints 

KUWAIT: Intermediate and high school stu-
dents flock to schools on Sunday kicking off
the new scholastic year (2022-2023) in an
atmosphere free of constraints that had been
enforced due to the coronavirus over the
recent years. In preparation for the new
scholastic year, the Ministry of Education per-
sonnel have recently become preoccupied with
equipping the schools with necessary items
and doing other works such as installations’
maintenance. The schools had to be re-pre-
pared after many of them were transformed
into electoral centers for the parliamentary
elections that concluded on Friday. The aca-
demic year kicked off at the start of the passing
week, with more than 4,000 students showing
up for Kuwait University classes. Kuwait, dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis, had to take a series of
measures to ensure people’s safety, namely
adopting an online teaching regime. 

Ministry, KUNA’s coverage 
commended for elections 

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and
Culture Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi has com-
mended the professional and objective cover-
age of Thursday’s National Assembly elec-
tions by the Information Ministry and the
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)’s staff. Al-
Mutairi, also Minister of State for Youth
Affairs, ordered a thorough review of the
election coverage to increase the positive
aspects and avoid negative aspects in the
future, the ministry Spokesperson Anwar
Murad said in a statement to KUNA on
Friday. She pointed out that Minister Al-
Mutairi also instructed reshuffling of staff
occupying supervisory posts in al l  the
Information Ministry sectors. — From KUNA

CAIRO: The Arab Planning Institute (API) in
Kuwait and Egypt’s Institute of National Planning
(INP) on Saturday issued the sixth edition of the
Arab development report titled: “Arab economic
growth in light of crises: the COVID-19 pandemic
and beyond”. The edition came during the opening
of the 16th scientific conference of the Arab society
for economic researches on boosting capabilities of
Arab economies to face crises, said a statement
issued by the API. 

The conference was held in Egypt’s Alamein
City, under the patronage of Prime Minister
Moustafa Madbouli. The statement said that the
report is one of the most important reports issued
by the API, in cooperation with the INP, and is a
model for cooperation and joint Arab action. The
report studies some varied key and contemporary
economic and social issues that are essential to the
Arab countries, and analyzes difficulties and chal-
lenges facing these countries, it noted. 

In addition, the report suggests the best ways
and policies aiming to improve the economic and
social development of the countries of the Arab
region. It touched upon the crises, mainly the
COVID-19, and their impact on the countries and
their economic growth. The 6th edition also pre-
sented some experiences of Arab countries in man-
aging the crisis and proposed some recommenda-
tions regarding the economic growth problem in
the post pandemic period. 

Meanwhile, API Director General Dr Bader
Malallah underlined the importance of this publica-
tion, which focuses on the crises, mainly the
COVID-19 pandemic. He said this pandemic is one
of the most outstanding issues that caught the
global public opinion as it has major repercussions
on Arab and global economic and social develop-
ment. In his inaugural speech, Malallah pointed to
the negative impacts made by the pandemic on
economic growth in different countries across the

globe, including the Arab countries. 
It got worse after the Russian-Ukrainian crisis

as energy and agricultural commodities’ prices
soared and led to high inflation, he stressed.
Furthermore, head of INP Ashraf Al-Arabi said
the report is fundamental as it deals with the
Arab economic growth problem after  the
COVID-19 pandemic which concerns the Arab
countries and societies. 

The pandemic and its consequences led to new
challenges to the Arab countries that require
searching for the best ways to recover effectively
and overcome these repercussions. Al-Arabi
pointed out that the sixth edition provides a read-
ing of the pandemic and its impacts on economic
growth in the Arab countries. The report touched
upon the reality and path of economic develop-
ment before the pandemic to analyze the economic
and social consequences of this crisis, mainly on
the economic growth. —KUNA

API, INP release sixth edition 
of Arab development report 

‘Arab economic growth in light of crises: COVID pandemic and beyond’

India Embassy
launches ‘Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas’ 
2023 campaign
KUWAIT: Indian Embassy, Kuwait launched
‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas’ 2023 campaign on
September 29 with an event titled ‘Next Destination
Indore’. ‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas’, dedicated to the
people of Indian roots settled abroad, is celebrated
every year in India on the 9th of January to mark the
contribution of the overseas Indian community to
the development of India. “The day commemorates
the return of the greatest Indian pravasi (expatriate)
of all times, Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to
India on 9th January, 1915,” said Indian Ambassador
Sibi George in his opening remarks.

Since 2015, PBD’s format has been revised to cel-
ebrate it once every two years and to hold theme-
based conferences during the intervening period
with participation from overseas diaspora experts,
policymakers, and stakeholders.  “The 16th PBD was
held during 21-23 January, 2019 in Varanasi. On
January 9, 2023, our Indian diaspora across the
globe will come together in Indore, one of the most
beautiful cities of India,” the Ambassador said. 

The theme of PBD 2023 is ‘Diaspora: Reliable
partners for India’s progress in ‘Amrit Kaal’. Five ple-
nary sessions on (i) Role of diaspora youth in inno-
vation and new technologies; (ii) Harnessing the

potential of women diaspora entrepreneurs towards
an inclusive approach to nation building; (iii)
Goodwill through craft, cuisine and creativity; (iv)
Enabling global mobility of Indian workforce - Role
of Indian diaspora: and (v) Trade and investment, he
informed.  “I am sure that our talented and experi-
enced diaspora in Kuwait could contribute
immensely in each of these sessions. I invite our
Indian community in Kuwait to plan a visit to Indore
in January,” he added. 

The Ambassador said, “Indore and Madhya
Pradesh need no introduction. Indore is the largest
city in Madhya Pradesh with a population of over
three million people. It is also ranked as ‘the cleanest
city in India’. It is also the commercial capital of
Madhya Pradesh and presents a happy blend of his-
torical past and promises of rapid future moderniza-
tion,” he said. A cultural program based on music
and dance from Madhya Pradesh was presented
during the event.

A folk dance event from the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh

Indian Ambassador Sibi George 
delivers his opening remarks

OPEC+ member 
states to meet
VIENNA: OPEC+ member states are sched-
uled to meet on Wednesday to set levels for the
crude production, OPEC’s information office
said in a statement released on Saturday. The
meeting will be the first to be held with the
member states’ representatives physically pres-
ent at the venue since March 2020, it said. 

Analysts believe that the coalition oil pro-
ducers would maintain a cautious policy and
tend to increase the oil output gradually despite
fallouts of the war in Ukraine. They also think
that the current situation would not affect the
accord among the member states that would
favor to continue monitoring market conditions
without intervention except in cases where the
need arises. 

The representatives of 13 OPEC states and 10
non-OPEC countries are expected to work out a
task paper on forecast supply and demand in
second half of this year and producers’ adher-
ence to the output quotas. The meeting is due to
be held amid dramatic conditions worldwide due
to repercussions of the coronavirus, wars and
inflation. It will be held two years after Kuwait
became OPEC’s chair, with the top post filled by
the renowned Kuwaiti oil expert, Haitham Al-
Ghais. Al-Ghais had pledged to work diligently
to run the global oil affairs soundly. 

Meanwhile, European Union energy ministers
reached a political agreement on a regulation on
an emergency intervention to address high elec-
tricity prices. The regulation will be formally
adopted in the coming days, said an EU state-
ment after the end of an extraordinary meeting
of EU energy ministers in Brussels on Friday. 

The regulation includes measures to reduce
electricity demand during peak hours in order to
decrease electricity prices for consumers. It also
includes a solidarity contribution from the fossil
fuel sectors’ surplus profits, which will be used
to alleviate the impact of high prices on final
customers. Ministers held an exchange of views
on further policy options to mitigate high gas
prices and reiterated their call for a rapid and
coordinated EU-wide response to address the
high gas prices.  — KUNA


