
Nicaragua breaks ties 
with Netherlands, 
bars US envoy
MANAGUA: Nicaragua found itself even more iso-
lated on the international stage Saturday after say-
ing it would deny entry to the ambassador appoint-
ed by the United States and then broke off diplo-
matic relations with the Netherlands.

President Daniel Ortega’s government is facing
mounting diplomatic pressure over what the United
States has called “a dramatic deterioration” of
human rights-which has seen the jailing of dozens of
political opponents, students and journalists. The
latest Nicaraguan moves came a day after the
European Union’s ambassador was also notified of
her expulsion from the Central American country.

Managua cut ties with the Dutch government
on Friday evening, describing The Hague as “inter-
ventionist” and “neocolonialist” after its ambassa-
dor, Christine Pirenne, said her country would not
fund the construction of a hospital. In a letter sent
to AFP on Saturday, the Dutch foreign ministry
condemned the “regrettable” and “disproportion-
ate” response.

The Netherlands said it had decided to perma-
nently end funding for the construction of a hospital
in Nicaragua-on hold since 2018 — because of the
“deteriorating situation in the field of democracy

and human rights.” It said it had given Managua
several warnings but now Nicaragua was “closing
the door”. The Nicaraguan government had on
Friday blamed the “repeated meddling, interven-
tionist and neocolonialist position of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands” for the row.

Earlier in the day, Ortega had lashed out at the
European nation. “Those who come to disrespect
our people, our homeland, they should not appear
again in Nicaragua. And we do not want relations
with that interventionist government,” Ortega said
in reference to Pirenne, who is based in Costa Rica.

The Netherlands closed its offices in Managua in
2013 and conducts all its Central American diplo-
matic work from Costa Rica. Before Ortega’s
remarks, his wife, Nicaraguan Vice President
Rosario Murillo, said on Friday that new US envoy
Hugo Rodriguez “will not under any circumstances
be admitted into our Nicaragua.” “Let that be clear
to the imperialists,” she added, reading a statement
from the foreign office on state media. The US
Senate confirmed Rodriguez’s ambassador posting
Thursday, despite Nicaragua having previously said
it would reject him. —AFP

KYIV: Ukraine on Saturday accused Russian
forces of gunning down 24 civilians including chil-
dren in an attack on a road convoy near the recent-
ly recaptured town of Kupiansk. On Friday,
Ukrainian troops had shown AFP reporters a group
of vehicles riddled with bullet holes and several
corpses in civilian clothes outside the village of
Kyrylivka, a short distance east of Kupiansk.

Kharkiv regional governor Oleg Synegubov put
the preliminary death toll at 24 including, he said, a
pregnant woman and 13 children, alleging:
“Russians fired on the civilians at close range.” The
Kharkiv region prosecutor’s office said: “On
September 30 prosecutors, investigators of the
Security Service and the police discovered a con-
voy of seven cars that had been shot.

“The car queue was shot by the Russian army
on September 25, when civilians were trying to
evacuate,” the statement alleged. “Two cars have
burnt completely with children and their parents

inside-they burnt alive,” it said. Ukrainian officials
have launched an investigation and allege that the
Russian forces that were driven out of Kyrylivka
last Sunday were behind the war’s latest apparent
massacre.

“The occupiers are being defeated on the bat-
tlefield and desperately respond by killing civil-
ians,” said the head of the Security Service of
Ukraine, Vasyl Malyuk. “We will find everyone
and hold them accountable for committed atroci-
ties,” he said. “Several people had managed to
escape from Hell. Now they’re testifying to the
investigators.” Governor Synegubov’s spokes-
woman told AFP the site of the killings was still
unsafe for investigators, being a short distance
from the still active frontline between Ukrainian
and Russian forces.

On Friday, AFP reporters counted the bodies of
at least 11 civilians in the wrecked cars, some
burned beyond recognition. Ukrainian troops oper-

ating nearby said they had found the dead on an
exposed section of road alongside a rail track, as
defeated Russian forces retreated from the area.

Bullet holes 
On Friday the bodies remained where they had

died in and around the vehicles on a road running
southeast from Kyrylivka 70 kilometers (43 miles)
east of Kharkiv, in the direction of the Russian
retreat. A small van or minibus was completely
burnt out, with the carbonized remains of four peo-
ple within. At least one of these corpses appeared
small enough to have been a child.

“The vehicles were moving all together as a
civilian convoy. We can see that there is almost no
distance between the vehicles,” said “Filya”, a
Ukrainian soldier who guided AFP to the scene.

“And obviously they were attacked by gunfire
because you can see the bullet holes ... One car was
set on fire and it’s impossible to recognize the peo-

ple without an expert,” he said.
Russia’s February invasion allowed Moscow to

seize a swathe of northern and eastern Ukraine, but
this month a lightning Ukrainian counteroffensive in
the Kharkiv region has driven them back.

Russian occupations forces have been accused
of brutalizing and murdering civilians several times
during the seven-month-old war, and have hit cities
with deadly missile strikes. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s defense ministry said
Saturday its forces were “entering” the key town of
Lyman in the eastern Donetsk region that Russia
annexed a day earlier.

“Ukrainian Air Assault Forces are entering
Lyman, Donetsk region,” the ministry said on
Twitter, posting a video of soldiers holding up a
yellow and blue Ukrainian flag near a sign with the
town’s name. Lyman lies in the north of Donetsk,
which Moscow annexed despite only controlling
part of the region. —AFP
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KYIV: Relatives of Ukrainian prisoners involved in the battle of the Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol, attend a demonstration demanding to speed up their release with Russia, downtown Kiev, on October 1, 2022, amid the Russian military inva-
sion of Ukraine. —AFP

Ukraine forces ‘entering’ Lyman, key town in Donetsk

Russian attack on Ukraine convoy kills 24 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua: This handout picture released by the Nicaraguan Presidency shows Nicaragua’s President
Daniel Ortega (center), Vice President and First Lady Rosario Murillo (left) and General Director of the National Police,
First Commissioner Francisco Diaz Madriz (right), arriving to the Revolution Square to participate in the commemora-
tion act of the 43rd anniversary of the foundation of the National Police in Managua, on September 28, 2022. —AFP

Incessant Zionist
drones heighten 
Gaza anxiety
GAZA CITY: Gaza teenager Bissam says she has
trouble sleeping and concentrating as the buzzing
sound of Zionist entity’s military drones above the
crowded Palestinian enclave drives her to distraction.

When she is at home in the cramped family apart-
ment, the 18-year-old said she feels that “the drone is
constantly with me in my bedroom-worry and fear
don’t leave our homes. “Sometimes I have to put the
pillow on my head so I don’t hear its buzz,” she said,
adding that the drone noise gives her headaches.

Unmanned surveillance aircraft have become an
integral part of Zionist entity’s 15-year-old blockade
of the impoverished enclave, and 2.3 million
Palestinians endure their incessant hum. Bissam,
whose family requested their surname be withheld

for security reasons, said that together with the
street noise, the drones create an unbearable
cacophony. “At night I try to review the lessons for
my exams, but I can’t read because of this annoying
racket,” she said from the cramped Gaza City apart-
ment she shares with her parents and five siblings.

Each month, Zionist entity uses drones above
Gaza for 4,000 flying hours-the equivalent of
deploying five of the unmanned aircraft permanently
in the sky-the military told AFP. The drones “collect
intelligence data 24 hours a day”, said Omri Dror, a
commander from Zionist entity’s Palmachim airbase
where the aircraft take off.

During an 11-day war in May 2021 between
Zionist entity and Gaza militants, the Zionist entity
army deployed 25 drones for 6,000 flight hours to
constantly monitor the territory, according to army
data. It intensified that presence during a three-day
conflict in August this year, using 30 drones for a
total of more than 2,000 flight hours. Bissam’s moth-
er Rim said she struggles to calm her children when
the drones fly overhead, fearing a Zionist air strike
could follow even if there is no active conflict. —AFP

In this file photo an Elbit Systems Skylark I
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV or drone) of the Zionist
army takes off near the border with the Gaza Strip in
southern Zionist region as part of monitoring opera-
tions in the area. —AFP

Long COVID remains 
a mystery, though 
theories emerging
PARIS: Millions of people around the world are
believed to suffer from long COVID yet little
remains known about the condition-though
research has recently proposed several theories
for its cause. Between 10 to 20 percent of peo-
ple who contract coronavirus are estimated to
have long COVID symptoms-most commonly
fatigue, breathlessness and a lack of mental
clarity dubbed brain fog-months after recover-
ing from the disease. The US-based Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) estimates
that nearly 145 million people worldwide had at
least one of those symptoms in 2020 and 2021.

In Europe alone, 17 million people had a long
COVID symptom at least three months after
infection during that time, according to IHME
modeling for the World Health Organization
(WHO) published earlier this month. These mil-
lions “cannot continue to suffer in silence”,
WHO Europe director Hans Kluge said, calling
for the world to act quickly to learn more about
the condition. Researchers have been racing to
catch up but the vast array-and inconsistency-
of symptoms has complicated matters. More
than 200 different symptoms have been
ascribed to long COVID so far, according to a
University College London study.

“There are no symptoms that are truly spe-
cific to long COVID but it does have certain
characteristics that fluctuate,” said Olivier
Robineau, the long COVID coordinator at
France’s Emerging Infectious Diseases research
agency. “Fatigue remains in the background,” he
told AFP, while the symptoms “seem to be exac-
erbated after intellectual or physical effort-and
they become less frequent over time”.

One thing we do know is that people who
had more severe initial cases, including needing
to be hospitalized, are more likely to get long
COVID, according to the IHME. Researchers
have been pursuing several leads into exactly
what could be behind the condition. A study
published in the journal Clinical Infectious
Diseases in September found that COVID’s
infamous spike protein —- the key that lets the
virus into the body’s cells-was still present in
patients a full year after infection. — AFP


