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Newly elected opposition MP Saud Al-Asfour said 

the country needs a “salvation” government, adding 
“we are looking for the prime minister to have a 
Cabinet capable of reading the change introduced by 
the Kuwaiti people”. New MP Jenan Bushehri denied 

reports that she was joining the next Cabinet. The for-
mer minister expressed hope the prime minister will 
select a competent team capable of reforms and coun-
tering corruption. 

Meanwhile, Ahmad Al-Saadoun, 87, who won a 
seat in the Assembly after ending a 10-year boycott of 
the election, announced he will contest the speaker’s 
post. Many MPs have said they will vote for him, as 
MP Essa Al-Kandari called for unanimously electing 
Saadoun. Opposition MPs Hasan Jowhar and Mubarak 
Al-Hajraf announced they will run for the deputy 
speaker’s post. Both posts and members of Assembly 
committees will be elected during the opening session.

New Assembly to 
meet on Oct 11...

Continued from Page 1 
 
Police clashed with the protesters who were chanti-

ng slogans and arrested some of them, the semi-offi-
cial Fars news agency reported. Video footage shared 
by the Oslo-based Iran Human Rights group also 
showed student protests in other cities, including sec-
ond city Mashhad and Karaj, west of the capital. The 
protesters were seen chanting and women having 
removed their headscarves. 

Demonstrations of support were called in 159 cities 
across the globe - from Auckland to New York and 
Seoul to Zurich, the Iranians for Justice and Human 
Rights group said. In Tokyo, demonstrators waved 
pictures of Amini and other women who had defiantly 
burned their headscarves and cut their hair during the 
Iranian protests. In Rome, a half dozen women cut 
their hair in solidarity. 

The protests flared in Iran on Sept 16, when Amini 
was pronounced dead three days after falling into a 
coma following her arrest. Iran Human Rights group 
says at least 83 people have been killed in the crack-
down. Amnesty International says it has confirmed 52 
fatalities, while Iran’s Fars agency has put the death toll 
at “around 60”. It is the bloodiest unrest in Iran since a 
ruthless crackdown on demonstrations in Nov 2019 
over a sudden hike in fuel prices that killed at least 304 
people, according to Amnesty. 

Mir Hossein Mousavi, a former prime minister who 
has been under house arrest for more than a decade, 
urged security forces to halt the violence, in a message 
on the Instagram account of opposition group 
Kaleme. “I would like to remind all the armed forces of 
their pledge to protect our land, Iran, and the lives, 
property, and rights of the people,” he said. 

Iran’s intelligence ministry said Friday that “nine 
foreign nationals”, including from France, Germany, 
Italy, the Netherlands and Poland, were arrested “at or 
behind the scene of riots”, along with 256 members of 
outlawed opposition groups. Unrest also erupted on 
Friday in Iran’s southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan 
province, which borders Afghanistan and Pakistan. The 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said two of its 
colonels were killed, bringing the official toll to 20 
dead during clashes in the province where three police 
stations were attacked. 

“Several chain stores were looted and set on fire, 
and a number of banks and government centers were 
also damaged,” said Sistan-Baluchestan governor 
Hossein Khiabani. Poverty-stricken Sistan-Baluchestan 
is a flashpoint for clashes with drug smuggling gangs, 
as well as rebels from the Baluchi minority and Sunni 
Muslim extremist groups. Iran has blamed outside 
forces for the nationwide protests. 

On Wednesday, the Revolutionary Guards launched 
cross-border missile and drone strikes that killed 14 
people in autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan, accusing rebel 
groups in the region of fueling the unrest. The US said 
one of its citizens was killed in the strikes. Fifty-four 
countries have signed a statement “urging Iran to stop 
using force against peaceful protesters”, the US spe-
cial envoy for Iran, Robert Malley, tweeted. — AFP  

Iran students 
protest over...
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600 demonstrators killed and tens of thousands 

more wounded. The protesters on Saturday gath-
ered at Al-Jumhuriya Bridge, where they attempted 
to overcome a series of barriers set up by security 
forces to block access to the fortified Green Zone 
that houses government buildings and diplomatic 
missions. Protesters threw the iron barriers into the 
river, according to an interior ministry official who 
reported 18 minor injuries among riot police result-
ing from stones and glass bottles being thrown at 
them. Police retaliated by throwing smoke grenades 
at the crowd to disperse them, the AFP correspon-
dent said. At least 28 protesters suffered from 
breathing difficulties as a result, according to an 
interior ministry official. 

Rival Shiite factions in parliament have for 
months vied for power and the right to select a new 
prime minister and government. The impasse pits 
the powerful cleric Moqtada Sadr against his rivals 
the Iran-backed Coordination Framework, which 

includes lawmakers from the party of his longtime 
foe, ex-prime minister Nuri Al-Maliki. Sadr wants 
snap elections and the dissolution of parliament but 
the Coordination Framework wants a new head of 
government appointed before any new polls are 
held. 

Tensions boiled over into clashes on Aug 29 
between the Sadrists, rival Iran-backed factions and 
the army in which more than 30 Sadr supporters 
were killed, after their leader said he was quitting 
politics. A teacher at the protest on Saturday lashed 
out at the “quarrels and confrontations between 
leaders” in the country. “We will not remain silent in 
the face of injustice,” she said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. 

On Wednesday, three unclaimed rockets were 
fired at Baghdad’s Green Zone, wounding seven 
security force personnel, as parliament held its first 
session in two months, Iraq’s security forces said. In 
parallel with the political impasse in the country, 
Iraq has also been gripped by deep economic and 
environmental crises. After decades of war, the oil-
rich but conflict-ravaged country has struggled to 
rebuild. It has also repeatedly found itself caught in 
the crosshairs of geopolitical tensions stemming 
from neighboring countries, making it a target of 
frequent cross-border strikes from Turkey and, 
more recently, Iran.— AFP 

Iraqis mark 
3rd ’versary...
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 said it was applying to join the Western alliance. 

The United States and Canada voiced support for 
Ukraine’s membership but steered clear of promises 
to fast-track it. Turkey on Saturday said Russia’s 
annexation was a “grave violation of the established 
principles of international law”. 

Despite warnings from Putin prior to the annexa-
tion that he could use nuclear weapons to defend 
the captured territories, Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba said Kyiv would “continue liberating 
our land and our people”. Kuleba also said Ukraine 
brought the annexations to the International Court 

of Justice and urged the Hague-based court to hear 
the case “as soon as possible”. 

US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said 
Friday that Washington would announce an “imme-
diate” new weapons shipment for Kyiv next week. 
Sullivan also said that while there is a “risk” of Putin 
using nuclear weapons, there is no indication that 
he would imminently do so. Hours ahead of the 
annexation ceremony, an attack in Zaporizhzhia in 
the south killed at least 30 people and wounded 
dozens as civilians were preparing to leave to pick 
up relatives, Ukrainian officials said. 

Bodies in civilian clothes were strewn across the 
ground after the attack and windows of cars blown 
out. On Saturday, Ukraine’s nuclear agency said a 
“Russian patrol” detained the director general of the 
Moscow-held Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. Ihor 
Murashov was detained on Friday as he was leaving 
the plant and was “driven in an unknown direction” 
while blindfolded, Energoatom said. — AFP 

Russia isolated 
after annexing...

Troops in Burkina capital as World  
powers, AU condemn new coup

Fate of junta leader unknown after junior leaders stage coup
OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso: Soldiers 
blocked main roads and gunfire was heard in 
the capital of Burkina Faso on Saturday, as 
world powers condemned the second coup 
this year in the deeply poor and restive West 
African country. 

Junior officers toppled a junta leader on 
Friday, saying he had failed to fight jihadist 
attacks in the country. On Saturday, several 
witnesses told AFP they heard gunfire in the 
centre of the capital Ouagadougou, after 
which troops once again blocked the main 
roads in the city, including around the presi-
dency. Helicopters hovered above the city 
and shops that had opened for business in 
the morning shut their doors. 

The European Union and the African 
Union added their voices to a chorus of 
global condemnation to the change in pow-
er. “The chairperson calls upon the military 
to immediately and totally refrain from any 
acts of violence or threats to the civilian 
population, civil liberties, human rights,” the 
AU said in a statement, calling for the 
restoration of the constitutional order by 
July 2024. 

AU chief Moussa Faki Mahamat said he 
was deeply concerned about the resur-
gence of unconstitutional ousters in the 
West African nation and elsewhere on the 
continent. 

The European Union warned that the 
coup put in danger efforts undertaken to 
restore constitutional order by July 1, 2024 
and called for the new authorities to respect 

previous agreements. 
“The European Union also deplores the 

degradation of the security and humanitari-
an situation in the country,” the bloc’s for-
eign policy chief Josep Borrell said in a 
statement. The Economic Community of 
West African States regional bloc “con-
demned in the strongest possible terms” the 
latest seizure of power, calling it “inappro-
priate.” Burkina Faso’s former colonial ruler 
France told its citizens in Ouagadougou-
believed to number between 4,000 and 
5,000 — to stay home. 

The United States called “for a return to 
calm and restraint by all actors”. 

On Friday, pre-dawn gunfire erupted in 
the dusty and spread-out capital around the 
presidential palace and culminated in the 
latest coup. Just before 8:00 pm (2000 
GMT) on Friday, more than a dozen soldiers 
in fatigues appeared on the state television 
and radio broadcaster to announce the 
removal of Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri 
Sandaogo Damiba. 

They proclaimed 34-year-old Captain 
Ibrahim Traore in charge. 

“We have decided to take our responsi-
bilities, driven by a single ideal: the restora-
tion of security and integrity of our territo-
ry,” they said. “Damiba failed. Since he came 
to power, the zones that were peaceful were 
attacked. He took power but then he 
betrayed us,” Habibata Rouamba, a trader 
and activist said on Saturday. 

With much of the Sahel region battling a 

growing Islamist insurgency, the violence 
has prompted a series of coups in Mali, 
Guinea and Chad since 2020. 

In January, Damiba installed himself as 
leader of the country of 16 million after 
accusing elected president Roch Marc 
Christian Kabore of failing to beat back the 
jihadists. 

 
Damiba accused of failure  

But with more than 40 percent of the 

country outside government control, the lat-
est putsch leaders said Damiba, too, had 
failed. “Far from liberating the occupied ter-
ritories, the once-peaceful areas have come 
under terrorist control,” the new military 
leaders said. 

They then suspended the constitution, 
sealed the borders, dissolved the transi-
tional government and legislative assem-
bly and instituted a 9:00 pm to 5:00 am 
curfew. 

New strongman Traore was previously 
head of anti-jihadist special forces unit 
“Cobra” in the northern region of Kaya. 

Damiba’s fate remains unknown. 
Though he had promised to make security 
his  priority when he took charge on 
January 24, violent attacks have increased 
since March. In the north and east, towns 
have been blockaded by insurgents who 
have blown up bridges and attacked sup-
ply convoys.—AFP 

OUAGADOUGOU: Young men demonstrate in Ouagadougou on September 30, 2022. Shots rang 
out before dawn on Friday around Burkina Faso’s presidential palace and headquarters of the 
military junta, which itself seized power in a coup last January. —AFP

Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo 
Damiba

After devastating  
Florida, Ian begins  
to wind down 

 
FORT MYERS: US: Deadly Hurricane Ian, one of the 
most powerful storms ever to hit the United States, was still 
dumping rain on parts of the country early Saturday, but 
was beginning to wind down after walloping Florida. The 
National Hurricane Center (NHC) said Ian made landfall on 
Friday afternoon near Georgetown, South Carolina, as a 
Category 1 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 85 
miles (140 kilometers) per hour. 

It was later downgraded to a post-tropical cyclone, and 
by 5 am Saturday (0900 GMT) its sustained windspeeds 
had decreased to near 35 miles per hour as it passed 
through North Carolina, according to the NHC. 

Though the NHC said heavy rains continued and “limit-
ed” flooding was still possible across the central 
Appalachians and Mid-Atlantic as Ian moved north, the 
storm was expected to continue weakening and was “fore-
cast to dissipate over south-central Virginia” by Saturday 
night. As for storm-ravaged Florida, President Joe Biden 
said Friday: “We’re just beginning to see the scale of the 
destruction. “It’s likely to rank among the worst in the 
nation’s history,” he said of Ian, which barreled into 
Florida’s southwest coast on Wednesday as a Category 4 
storm, a tick shy of the most powerful on the Saffir-
Simpson wind scale. 

The death toll from the storm stood at 23, the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement said Friday evening. News 
outlets quoting county officials have given even higher tolls, 
with CNN saying 45 fatalities have been blamed on Ian. 

Seventeen migrants also remain missing from a boat that 
sank during the hurricane on Wednesday, according to the 
Coast Guard. One person was found dead and nine others 
rescued, including four Cubans who swam to shore in the 
Florida Keys. With damage estimates running into the tens 
of billions of dollars, Biden said it’s “going to take months, 
years to rebuild.” “It’s not just a crisis for Florida,” he said. 
“This is an American crisis.” 

CoreLogic, a firm that specializes in property analysis, 
said wind-related losses for residential and commercial 
properties in Florida could cost insurers up to $32 billion 
while flooding losses could go as high as $15 billion. “This is 

the costliest Florida storm since Hurricane Andrew made 
landfall in 1992,” CoreLogic’s Tom Larsen said. 

Rescue teams were assisting survivors Friday in devas-
tated Florida communities and the US Coast Guard said it 
had made 117 rescues using boats and helicopters of people 
trapped in flooded homes. Governor Ron DeSantis said 
hundreds of other rescue personnel were going door-to-
door “up and down the coastline.” DeSantis said the coastal 
town of Fort Myers, where the hurricane first made landfall, 
was “ground zero” but “this was such a big storm that there 
are effects far inland,” including serious flooding in the city 
of Orlando. —AFP 

ORLANDO, US: Residents wade through water to get to their house in a flooded neighborhood following Hurricane Ian on 
October 1, 2022 in Orlando, Florida. Deadly Hurricane Ian, one of the most powerful storms ever to hit the United States, was 
still dumping rain on parts of the country early Saturday, but was beginning to wind down after walloping Florida. —AFP

NASA eyes November  
for launch attempt  
of Moon rocket 

 
CAPE CANAVERAL: NASA said Friday it would 
try to launch its Moon mega-rocket in November, 
without committing to a precise date for the much-
delayed Artemis 1 mission. The US space agency, 
which was forced to postpone its latest liftoff 
attempt due to massive Hurricane Ian which ham-
mered Florida this week, announced it was preparing 
its next launch window for between November 12 
and November 27. 

“Over the coming days,” NASA said in a blog post, 
the team will assess conditions and necessary work 
and “identify a specific date for the next launch 
attempt.” Officials had so far refused to completely 
shut the door on an earlier attempt in October. The 
SLS rocket, the most powerful ever designed by 
NASA, had to be returned to its storage hangar at 
Kennedy Space Center on Tuesday in order to shelter 
it from the approach of Hurricane Ian. 

The storm devastated parts of Florida but the 
rocket itself suffered no damage, NASA said. 

Planning efforts for the November launch window 
will allow “time for employees at Kennedy to address 
the needs of their families and homes after the storm” 
and in the run up to the next mission attempt. Raising 
the 98-meter-high (320 foot) rocket and transporting 
it to its launch pad, before configuring it for takeoff, 
will also take days. —AFP 


