
KABUL: The death toll of a suicide bombing on a
Kabul classroom has risen to 35, the UN said
Saturday, as Shiite Hazara women who bore the
brunt of the attack staged a defiant protest against
the “genocide” of their minority community. On
Friday a suicide attacker blew himself up in a Kabul
study hall as hundreds of pupils were taking tests in
preparation for university entrance exams in the
city’s Dasht-e-Barchi area.

The western neighborhood is a predominantly
Shiite Muslim enclave and home to the minority
Hazara community-a historically oppressed group
that has been targeted in some of Afghanistan’s
most brutal attacks in recent years. “The latest
casualty figures from the attack number at least 35
fatalities, with an additional 82 wounded,” the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) said in a statement.

More than 20 of the killed were girls and women,
it said. The UN mission’s casualty figure is higher
than the toll Kabul authorities have given. An interi-
or ministry official told AFP anonymously on
Saturday that 25 people were killed and 33 wound-
ed in the attack on the Kaaj Higher Educational
Centre-updating an earlier toll of 20 killed and 27
wounded. Since returning to power last August,
security has been a sensitive topic for the Taleban
and the hardliners have often been keen to down-
play attacks challenging their regime.

Meanwhile on Saturday dozens of Hazara
women defied a Taleban ban on rallies to protest
the latest bloodshed in their community. Around 50
women chanted, “Stop Hazara genocide, it’s not a

crime to be a Shiite”, as they marched past a hospi-
tal in Dasht-e-Barchi where several victims of the
attack were being treated. Dressed in black hijabs
and headscarves, the protesters carried banners
that read: “Stop killing Hazaras”, an AFP corre-
spondent reported.

Witnesses have told AFP that the suicide attack-
er detonated in the women’s section of the gender-
segregated study hall. “Yesterday’s attack was
against the Hazaras and Hazara girls,” protester
Farzana Ahmadi, 19, told AFP. “We demand a stop
to this genocide. We staged the protest to demand
our rights.”

Regular target 
Protesters later gathered in front of the hospi-

tal and chanted slogans as dozens of heavily
armed Taleban, some carrying rocket-propelled-
grenade launchers, kept watch. Since the hardline
Taleban returned to power, women’s protests have
become risky, with numerous demonstrators
detained and rallies broken up by Taleban forces
firing shots in the air.

No group has claimed responsibility for Friday’s
attack. But the jihadist Islamic State (IS) group
regards Shiites as heretics and has previously
claimed attacks in the area targeting girls, schools
and mosques. The Taleban also regard the Hazara
community as heathens, and rights groups often
accused the Islamists of targeting them during their
20-year insurgency against the former US-backed
government.

Since returning to office the Taleban have

pledged to protect minorities and clamp down on
security threats. However, Amnesty International
said Friday’s attack was “a shamefaced reminder of
the inaptitude and utter failure of the Taleban, as
de-facto authorities, to protect the people of
Afghanistan”.

In May last year, before the Taleban’s return to
power, at least 85 people-mainly girls-were killed

and about 300 were wounded when three bombs
exploded near their school in Dasht-e-Barchi.

Again, no group claimed responsibility, but a
year earlier IS claimed a suicide attack on an edu-
cational centre in the same area that killed 24. IS
has emerged as a key security challenge for the
Taleban, but officials claim their forces have defeat-
ed the jihadists. —AFP
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KABUL: Members of the Taleban security forces arrive as Afghan women march during a demonstration they
call ‘Stop Hazara genocide’ a day after a suicide bomb attack at Dasht-e-Barchi learning centre, in Kabul on
October 1, 2022. — AFP

Kabul classroom bombing toll rises
to 35 as women protest ‘genocide’

Women dare Taleban, chant ‘stop Hazara genocide’  

North Korea fires 
ballistic missiles, 
4th time this week
SEOUL: North Korea fired two ballistic missiles
early on Saturday, South Korea’s military said, the
nuclear-armed country’s fourth launch this week as
Seoul, Tokyo and Washington ramp up joint military
drills to counter Pyongyang. South Korea, Japan
and the US staged anti-submarine drills Friday-the
first in five years-just days after Washington and
Seoul’s navies conducted large-scale exercises in
waters off the peninsula.

US Vice President Kamala Harris was in Seoul
Thursday and toured the heavily fortified
Demilitarized Zone that divides the peninsula, on a
trip that aimed to underscore her country’s “iron-
clad” commitment to South Korea’s defense against
the North.

With talks long stalled, Pyongyang has doubled
down on its banned weapons programs, conducting
a record-breaking blitz of tests this year and revis-
ing its laws to declare itself an “irreversible” nuclear
power. South Korea’s military said it had “detected
two short-range missiles between 0645 and 0703
fired from the Sunan area in Pyongyang into the
East Sea”, referring to the body of water also
known as the Sea of Japan.

The missiles “flew approximately 350 km (217
miles) at an altitude of 30 km at speed of Mach 6”,
Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a statement, call-
ing the launches “a serious provocation”.

Tokyo also confirmed the launch, saying the mis-
siles had landed outside Japan’s exclusive economic
zones. Toshiro Ino, Japan’s vice defense minister,
said the missiles “appear to have flown in irregular
trajectories”. Experts say the irregular trajectories
indicate the missiles are capable of manoeuvring in
flight, making them harder to track and intercept.

The US Indo-Pacific Command said in a state-
ment that the latest launch “highlights the destabi-
lizing impact of the DPRK’s unlawful WMD and bal-
listic missile programs”, using the official abbrevia-
tion for North Korea. 

Harris trip 
North Korea marked Harris’s trip to Seoul with a

flurry of missile launches-firing off short-range bal-
listic missiles on Sunday, Wednesday and Thursday,
the latter test just hours after the vice president
flew out of South Korea. Washington has about
28,500 troops stationed in South Korea to help
protect it from the North. Under South Korea’s
President Yoon Suk-yeol, who took office in May,
the two countries have boosted joint exercises,
which they insist are purely defensive.

Just before Harris arrived in Seoul, Washington

sent the nuclear-powered USS Ronald Reagan air-
craft carrier to South Korea to conduct a large-
scale joint naval exercise in a show of force against
Pyongyang.

Such drills infuriate North Korea, which sees
them as rehearsals for an invasion. “North Korea’s
short-range ballistic tests are less important than a
nuclear test but still violate UN Security Council
resolutions,” said Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at
Ewha University in Seoul, adding that the timing
was “provocative”. North Korea is “rapidly modern-
izing weapons and taking advantage of a world
divided by US-China rivalry and Russia’s annexa-
tion of more Ukrainian territory”, he said.
“Pyongyang’s actions again make clear the need for
Washington and Seoul to reinforce military deter-
rence, tighten economic sanctions, and increase
policy coordination with Tokyo,” he added.  —AFP

US Vice President Kamala Harris (right) uses a pair of binoculars while being briefed by a member of the mili-
tary at a military operation post as she visits the demilitarized zone (DMZ) separating North and South Korea,
in Panmunjom on September 29, 2022. — AFP

Bolsonaro, Lula 
hold final rallies 
before Brazil vote
SAO PAULO: Brazil’s polarizing presidential cam-
paign will wrap up Saturday as incumbent Jair
Bolsonaro and front-runner Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva hold rival rallies within spitting distance of
each other. With a day to go to Sunday’s election,
Bolsonaro, the 67-year-old far-right president
known for his gloves-off style, is planning to lead
one of his trademark motorcycle rallies from the
north side of Sao Paulo to the city’s Ibirapuera park.

Around five kilometers (three miles) from there,
Lula, the 76-year-old leftist who led Brazil from
2003 to 2010, will hold his own final rally on the
economic capital’s main avenue, Avenida Paulista.

With the country deeply divided, tension is run-
ning high heading into the election, which Lula is
gunning to win outright on Sunday, without the
need for a runoff on October 30. A poll from the
Datafolha institute released Thursday put the
charismatic but tarnished leftist on the cusp of a
first-round win, with 50 percent of valid votes, to
36 percent for Bolsonaro. To win outright, he would
need 50 percent plus one vote. The margin of error
was plus or minus two percentage points.

Bolsonaro has repeatedly signalled he could
challenge the result if he loses, saying “only God”
can remove him from office and alleging, without
evidence, rampant fraud in Brazil’s electronic voting
system. Lula said Friday he feared the incumbent
would create “turmoil” if he lost. Many people are
bracing for a Brazilian version of the unrest that
rocked the United States last year after Bolsonaro’s
political role model, former president Donald
Trump, refused to accept his election defeat.

The final hours of the campaign “will be very
tense-all eyes will be on the slightest detail that
could tip the balance one way or the other,” said
political scientist Jairo Nicolau of the Getulio
Vargas Foundation. The campaign homestretch
already descended into mud-slinging Thursday
night when Lula and Bolsonaro faced off in a final
debate, seeking to scrape up the few undecided
voters and woo those voting for the nine other can-
didates-all of whom are polling in single digits.

Bolsonaro wasted no time pouncing on the cor-
ruption charges that have long dogged Lula and
controversially landed the ex-president in jail for 18
months, until the Supreme Court annulled his con-
victions last year. “You liar, ex-inmate, traitor,”
Bolsonaro spat at Lula. Lula, a former metalworker
who rose from destitute poverty to become the
most popular president in Brazilian history,
responded in kind. “It’s ugly for the president of the
republic to blatantly lie all the time... That’s why the
people are going to send you packing,” he said in
his trademark gravelly voice. —AFP

One dead, dozens 
injured after quake 
hits Sumatra island
JAKARTA: A 5.9-magnitude earthquake hit
Indonesia’s Sumatra island early Saturday, accord-
ing to the US Geological Survey, killing at least one
person and injuring dozens as locals rushed out of
buildings seeking safety. The quake hit at a relative-
ly shallow depth of 13 kilometers (eight miles) just
before 2:30 am (1930 GMT), about 40 kilometers
from the town of Sibolga in North Sumatra
province, according to the USGS.

A man in his 50s died from a heart attack trig-
gered by the quake and at least 25 other people
were injured, regional disaster mitigation agency
official Febrina Tampubolon told AFP. Authorities
are still gathering reports on damage but electricity
poles and telecommunication towers have been hit,
knocking out services, said Tampubolon.

More than 50 aftershocks were recorded by the
Indonesian Meteorology and Geophysics Agency
(BMKG). BMKG head Dwikorita Karnawati advised
residents to watch for further tremors and urged
people to seek shelter on safe ground. “For those
whose houses were damaged, it is advised to not stay
inside as possible aftershocks could worsen the dam-
age,” Karnawati said in a virtual press conference.

Aftershocks could also trigger landslides, she
added. Indonesia experiences frequent earthquakes
due to its position on the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, an
arc of intense seismic activity where tectonic plates
collide. In 2018, a 7.5-magnitude quake and subse-
quent tsunami in Palu on Sulawesi island killed more
than 2,200 people. In 2004, a 9.1-magnitude quake
struck Aceh province, causing a tsunami and killing
more than 170,000 people in Indonesia. —AFP

BRASILIA, Brazil: This file combination of pictures
shows ex-Brazilian president and presidential candidate
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (left) and Brazilian President
and re-election candidate Jair Bolsonaro. —AFP

US judge rejects 
Mexican lawsuit 
against gun makers
WASHINGTON: A US judge on Friday dismissed a
$10 billion lawsuit by Mexico against American gun
manufacturers, which it accused of fueling drug traffick-
ing and violence in that country. Judge Dennis Saylor of
a federal court in Boston said the nation’s claims failed
to overcome the extensive protections offered to
firearm makers by the Protection of Lawful Commerce
in Arms Act, passed by the US Congress in 2005.

“Unfortunately for the government of Mexico, all of
its claims are either barred by federal law or fail for
other reasons,” Saylor wrote in a 44-page decision.
“While the court has considerable sympathy for the
people of Mexico, and none whatsoever for those who
traffic guns to Mexican criminal organizations, it is
duty-bound to follow the law.”

Mexico filed the suit in August 2021 against nine
US gun manufacturers and two distributors-including
Smith & Wesson, Beretta, Colt, Glock, Century Arms,
Ruger and Barrett-for what it deemed a “negligent and
illicit” trade that encourages drug trafficking and vio-
lence in its territory.

The Mexican government maintains that 70-90
percent of the weapons recovered at crime scenes in
Mexico have been trafficked from the United States.
The litigation sought compensation for the damage
caused by the firms’ alleged “negligent practices,” as
well as the implementation of adequate standards to
“monitor and discipline” arms dealers. After learning
of the judge’s dismissal, Mexico’s Foreign Ministry said
it would continue to pursue the case. “The civil suit for
damages against those who profit from the violence
suffered by Mexicans goes to a second stage, in which
the Foreign Ministry will continue to insist that the
negligence of these companies seriously affects our
country,” the ministry said in a statement. —AFP

UN peacekeeper 
killed in DR Congo
BUKAVU, DR Congo: A United Nations
peacekeeper has been killed in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo, the UN and
Congolese officials said on Saturday, in the lat-
est violence to hit the conflict-torn region. The
UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC, known
as MONUSCO, stated that suspected mem-
bers of the Twirwaneho militia conducted the
attack on Friday night in the Minembwe area
of South Kivu province.

“A peacekeeper was killed by armed men
who approached the base after having con-
tacted MONUSCO for a surrender,” MONUS-
CO said. “Attacks against peacekeepers may
constitute a war crime,” it added, calling on
Congolese authorities to hold the perpetrators
responsible. The Twirwaneho militia is one of
over 120 armed groups in volatile eastern
DRC. It claims to represent the interests of the
Banyamulenge, a Congolese Tutsi community.

A Congolese army spokesman in the
Minembwe area, Lieutenant Jeremie Meya,
also said that Twirwaneho militiamen had killed
the UN peacekeeper under the “ruse” of turn-
ing themselves in.

“These thugs shot the victim at close range
and (he) died on the spot, they fled after this
crime and disappeared,” Meya said. Kibibi
Saint Cadet, the head of a civil-society group
in Minembwe, told AFP that the UN peace-
keeper who had been killed was Pakistani.

MONUSCO was unable to immediately
confirm the nationality of the slain peacekeep-
er, however. —AFP


