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Karim Kerawala watches as people play pickleball at a public court in Brooklyn, New York. A game that’s easy to pick up 
and more accessible than tennis, pickleball is all the rage in New York, as the sport snags investors and grows increas-
ingly professionalized across the United States. —AFP photos

Karim Kerawala poses for a photo.

Film critic and Istanbul Kultur University academic Dr 
Gizem Simsek Kaya poses for a photograph during an 
interview with AFP, in Istanbul. —AFP photos

Members of the crew and actors work on “Forbidden 
Wedding” during filming in Buyukorhan, on the outskirts 
of Bursa.

Members of the crew work on “Forbidden Wedding”.

Trevor Noah  
to leave The  
Daily Show 

 

The Daily Show host Trevor Noah will leave 
the satirical news program after seven 
years, he said Thursday, giving no 

timetable for his exit. “My time is up,” the 38-
year-old said in video on the show’s Twitter 
account. 

The South African comedian said he missed 
traveling after being grounded by the COVID-19 
pandemic. “I spent two years in my apartment, 
not on the road,” he said. “I realized there’s 
another part of my life that I want to carry on 
exploring.” 

The show rose to prominence under former 
host Jon Stewart, who hosted the show for 16 
years before leaving in 2015. It came as a sur-
prise to many when relatively unknown Noah 
was announced as Stewart’s replacement. 

There have been no indications of who will 
take over from Noah. “With no timetable for his 
departure, we’re working together on next 
steps,” said Paramount Global cable network, 
which owns the Comedy Central show, in a state-
ment to US media. Noah detailed his upbringing 
in apartheid-era South Africa as the son of a 
black South African mother and a white Swiss-
German father in “Born a Crime, his 2016 best-
selling memoir. 

“I’ve loved hosting this show, it’s been one of 
my greatest challenges and one of my greatest 
joys,” Noah said.  —AFP

Trevor Noah

Kneeling before a chalk star outside his tum-
bledown house, an old man performs a ritual 
to rid himself of evil spirits-which many 

superstitious Turks believe exist. Perched behind the 
camera, director Metin Kuru tries to encourage the 
actor to convey the sheer agony of being possessed 
by a genie. 

But there won’t be many takes, because Kuru 
needs to finish his film fast to feed Turkey’s voracious 
appetite for low-budget horror flicks, with a new 
supernatural chiller released every week. “At the end 
of the day, I try to produce films with as few technical 
issues as possible,” Kuru told AFP between scenes of 
“Muhr-u Musallat 2 — Yasak Dugun” (“Sealed 
Invasion 2 — Forbidden Wedding”). 

Filming many of the scenes in the dark helps. “The 
colour palette of horror movies is not as varied, which 
allows filmmakers to shoot with cheaper cameras, less 
light and smaller crews,” Kuru said. This year alone, 
60 new homegrown horror movies will hit screens  in 
Turkey, where demand for entertainment has not 
waned despite-or maybe because of-the economic 
crises gripping the country. 

Few horror films were made until the 1990s, their 
growth coinciding with the rise of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s Islamic-rooted AKP party. 

 
Superstitions  

Its coming to power in 2002 after decades of more 
secular governments helped let the genie out of the 
bottle, with more religious Turks-and plenty of secu-

lar ones-lapping up superstitious tales that were pre-
viously frowned on. 

Film critic Gizem Simsek Kaya believes there may 
be a link between the horror boom and broader 
social shifts in Turkey. “The drive to brush aside 
superstition and come closer to science (of modern 
Turkey’s founders) began to regress in the late 
1990s,” Kaya said. 

Religious-themed horror movies became popular 
with “Buyu” (“The Spell”) in 2004, and reached an 
even bigger audience with the launch of the big-bud-
get “Dabbe” series in 2006. Director Hasan 
Karacadag made six “Dabbe” films, the last in 2015, 
breaking Turkish box office records. 

Other blockbusters followed from the equally pop-
ular “Siccin” franchise from director Alper Mestci. 
“Some Islamic tendencies and the rising tide of con-
servatism play a role in this,” Kaya said. 

 
False idols  

Turkish horror films mostly revolve around jinns or 
genies-potentially mischievous spirits that are a part of 
Islamic myths and theology. This can be tricky for 
makeup artists like Yesim Vatansever. Not only are 
genies supposed to be invisible, but there are also more 
than 70 types, making depicting them a challenge. 

“It would be much easier to visualise, say, an 
alien,” Vatansever said. Film critic Kaya, who teach-
es at Istanbul’s Kultur University, said vampire 
movies do not work in Turkey because of religious 
sensitivities. The idea of the living dead “in Islam is 

equal to committing shirk,” or the sin of idolatry, she 
said. It may not have helped either the inspiration for 
the Dracula, the mediaeval Romanian ruler Vlad the 
Impaler, got his gory nickname from impaling Turks. 

Ghosts and zombies also have issues. 
“In Islam the dead body is only seen covered in a 

shroud. When you try to resurrect something, it has 
to remove the shroud and walk naked,” Kaya said. In 
one movie, Kaya recalled, a resurrected man who 
threw off his shroud put on some trousers he found 
on the street. “The moment he did that, the movie 
turned into a comedy,” she said. 

 
Tiny budgets  

These limitations can make Turkish horror movies 
look dreadful, Kaya lamented. “They are shot in a few 
days, the equipment is poor, and the film can come 
out blurry,” she said. “I had never seen the words 
‘error code’ accidentally appear in a movie” until it 
turned up in a Turkish horror flick this year, she said. 

Screenwriter Ozlem Bolukbasi conceded that the 
films were not cinematic masterpieces. “The budgets 
and production values are not high,” she said. “But do 
we still draw audiences? Yes, we do,” she added. 

Back on set with the old man possessed by a jinn, 
local villagers had flocked to see the filming. “It’s fun. 
The whole town is here at the moment,” said Huseyin 
Aydemir, who runs a local restaurant in Buyukorhan, 
near Bursa in northwestern Turkey. “A cemetery 
scene was shot here two days ago. The locals went to 
the scene hours before the film crew.”  —AFP

Genies not genius: Turkey’s  
low-budget horror flicks boom

A game that’s easy to pick up and 
more accessible than tennis, pickle-
ball is all the rage in New York, as 

the sport snags investors and grows 
increasingly professionalized across the 
United States. On a recent weekday 
evening at the foot of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
dozens of players ranging from thirty-
somethings to retirees shared the four new 
courts at Brooklyn Bridge Park, which 
recently replaced the bocce ball courts. 

Teams form spontaneously as players 
wait their turn at the park space that offers a 
unique view of Manhattan’s brightly lit sky-
scrapers. “You come here, put your paddle 
over there, and you get to play with a range 
of people, beginner and intermediate,” said 
52-year-old Amy Zhao with a smile. 

With its neon perforated plastic ball, flat 
paddle rackets and obligatory underhand 
serve, pickleball is a kind of “mini tennis,” 
especially due to its smaller-sized court. It’s 
also much cheaper: David Masters took up 
pickleball when he realized it cost $100 to 
snag a spot to play tennis at a New York 
public park. 

“And also, you had to wake up at like 6:00 
am just to reserve a court,” said the 31-year-
old software engineer. Beyond tennis, pickle-
ball takes on airs of both badminton and 
ping-pong, with lighting-fast exchanges that 
demand quick reflexes. 

What’s more, players must strategically 

position on the court: competitors can’t hit 
the ball before it bounces if it lands in a non-
volley zone that’s just in front of the net. The 
game was invented in 1965 by three fathers in 
the state of Washington. 

In February, the Sports & Fitness 
Industry Association deemed it the fastest 
growing sport in the United States, with 4.8 
million regular or casual players in 2021, up 

39 percent from 2019. 
 

Professionalization  
The growth in New York is visible, with 

new courts popping up throughout the city 
and where private coaches have even 
become in demand, some running upwards of 
$75 per hour. “During the pandemic, people 
wanted to get activities. And it felt like pickle-

ball was one that checked a lot of boxes,” said 
33-year-old Karim Kerawala. 

“It let them be outside and let them com-
pete in something that didn’t require a ton of 
exercise, unless you wanted... higher level 
play,” Kerawala said. Calling pickleball his 
“new obsession,” he said a meet-up app saw 
membership numbers go from around 200 to 
nearly 2,000 in one year. 

A number of “professional” circuits have 
already arisen, including the APP tour that 
was founded in 2019. At the end of May the 
league organized a tournament at Flushing 
Meadows, on the grounds of the US Open. 

According to Ken Herrmann, founder of 
the APP Tour, interest and skill is such that 
qualifying tournaments are starting to 
become necessary for professional events. 
The competing PPA Tour, found in 2018, 
signed exclusive contracts with the 24 best 
players in the sport, both men and women. 

They distributed $3 million in prize money 
in 2022, a sum that could double in 2023, said 
Hannah Johns, the PPA Tour’s content direc-
tor. “It’s been absolutely crazy, how much it’s 
taken off. And a lot of that is because we 
were able to get bigger sponsors and broad-
cast partners involved,” Johns said, citing 
CBS, NBC and ABC among the networks and 
the car rental company Hertz as a brand. 

And with the already announced takeover 
of the PPA Tour by the private investment 
firm founded by businessman Tom Dundon-
who already owns the Carolina Hurricanes ice 
hockey team-Johns vows future partners in 
the world of alcohol and gambling to come. 

Major League Pickleball announced this 
week it’s joining forces with NBA phenom 
LeBron James, who is purchasing a team as 
part of an ownership group that includes fel-
low basketball champions Draymond Green 
and Kevin Love.  —AFP

Pickleball phenomenon  
takes over New York

People play pickleball at a pubic court. A perforated plastic ball used to play pickle-
ball is displayed.


