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     News in brief

Bezzecchi grabs MotoGP pole 
 
BURIRAM: Italian rookie Marco Bezzecchi 
clinched his first MotoGP pole position on 
Saturday as he scorched his way to a lap record in 
Thailand, with title contender Francesco Bagnaia 
qualifying third. It will be an all Ducati front row 
for Sunday’s 26-lap race at Buriram after 
Bezzecchi, 23, set a best time of one minute 29.671 
seconds, pipping Spaniard Jorge Martin by 0.021 
seconds and Bagnaia (0.104 sec). World champion 
Fabio Quartararo was fourth-fastest on his 
Yamaha. “I didn’t know that I was pole position 
because I couldn’t see the big screen in the sun,” 
Bezzecchi said after qualifying in style late in the 
second session. “It’s unbelievable, big emotions. 
I’m very proud to make it.” Italy’s Bagnaia, who is 
second in the standings at 18 points behind 
France’s Quartararo with four races left, was in 
confident mood. “We did a good job. We had a 
good pace, we are ready for tomorrow,” he said.  
 
 
Athletic thrash Almeria 
 
BILBAO: Ernesto Valverde said it was Athletic 
Bilbao’s players who deserved the praise after a 
thumping 4-0 win over Almeria on Friday night, 
which saw the team rise to third in La Liga. The 
coach returned for his third spell at the helm 
under new president Jon Uriarte in the summer 
and has enjoyed a strong start to the season. 
Athletic also scored four goals against Cadiz and 
Elche, racking up 16 goals in the first seven 
matches and increasing optimism they could finish 
in the upper echelons of the table. “The players 
have found the solution, it is them who score the 
goals, not me,” said Valverde. “If you generate 
chances in the top flight, given the quality of the 
players, it’s normal that they score goals. “The 
hard thing is to generate the chances, that’s why I 
was calm when sometimes goals haven’t gone in.” 
Brothers Inaki Williams and Nico Williams were 
on target, while Oihan Sancet and Mikel Vesga 
also scored in the San Mames romp.  
 
 
Tallawahs romp to CPL title 
 
PARIS: West Indies opener Brandon King 
smashed 83 not out to help the Jamaica Tallawahs 
win the Caribbean Premier League title with an 
eight-wicket victory over the Barbados Royals on 
Friday. Chasing 162 to win, the Tallawahs eased to 
their target with 23 balls to spare as King hit 13 
fours and two sixes in his 50-ball innnings. It was 
the team’s third CPL triumph, but first since 2016, 
and left the Royals on two titles. King’s internation-
al teammate Shamarh Brooks made a 33-ball 47 as 
the pair put on 86 for the second wicket. Earlier, 
Barbados could only post 161-7 after tight Jamaica 
bowling saw Jason Holder battle to 17 off 19 balls 
and Afghan batter Najibullah Zadran muster just six 
from 12 deliveries. The Royals had been given a fly-
ing start, with Rahkeem Cornwall falling to Windies 
all-rounder Fabian Allen for 36 to leave them 
already 63-1 at the end of the powerplay.  
 
 
Hull surges into lead  
 
LOS ANGELES: Charley Hull maintained her blis-
tering recent form to surge into a two-shot lead 
Friday at the halfway stage of the LPGA Tour’s 
Volunteers of America Classic. English star Hull 
fired a seven-under-par 64 - the lowest round of 
the tournament so far-to move to 11 under after 36 
holes at The Colony, Texas. Teeing off on the back 
nine, Hull picked up three birdies before the turn 
and then added five more down the stretch to take 
the lead. The 26-year-old is chasing her second 
LPGA Tour victory after her maiden win at the 
2016 Tour Championship. Friday’s 64 was Hull’s 
fifth straight round in the 60s. She finished tied for 
fifth at last week’s NW Arkansas Championship. 
Hull credits her recent resurgence with her deci-
sion to take a two-week break from the tour after 
back-to-back missed cuts at the CP Women’s 
Open and Dana Open. Hull used that time to 
recharge and play golf with her friends. —AFP 

Rusty Warriors beat Wizards  
in Japan to open pre-season

Warriors overpower Wizards in NBA’s first overseas game
SAITAMA: Golden State  Warr iors  head 
coach Steve Kerr said it was “fun to be part 
of” Friday’s pre-season opening win over the 
Washington Wizards in Japan, despite a rusty 
performance from the NBA champions. The 
Warriors beat the Wizards 96-87 in front of a 
packed arena in Saitama, north of Tokyo, in 
the NBA’s first overseas game since the pan-
demic began. 

The reigning champions missed more than 
two-thirds of their attempted three-point 
shots but Kerr said he saw “a lot of good 
stuff” from his team, who will attempt to win 
their fifth title in nine years when the new 
season begins next month. “It looked like a 
game where both teams had had three or four 
practices - it was a typical first game of pre-
season,” said Kerr. “The players don’t have 
their legs underneath them yet but there’s a 
lot of good stuff that happened for us.” 

Last season’s NBA Finals Most Valuable 
Player Stephen Curry and forward Draymond 
Green both started for the Warriors but man-
aged only 10 points  between them. Klay 
Thompson, who missed more than two years 
through in jury and returned to act ion in 
January this year, did not play. Kerr said 

Thompson would also take no part in Sunday’s 
second game against the Wizards as a pre-
caution against further injury. 

“It’s just common sense, coming off the two 
years with the injuries,” said Kerr. “This is 
really unique to play a game after three and a 
half practices, so we’re just being cautious 
and trying to do the smart thing.” The Wizards 
started with Japanese star Rui Hachimura in 
their line-up and he was given a rapturous 
welcome by the home crowd. Hachimura 
scored a team-high 13 points and he said it 
“meant a lot” to play in front of a crowd after 
competing at last year’s pandemic-affected 
Tokyo Olympics in an empty arena. 

“I was dreaming about it since I was a 
kid,” said the 24-year-old. “I was so happy 
and it was a big moment for me and for this 
country.”  Kerr, who was a  coach on the 
United States team that won Olympic gold at 
the same venue last year, also enjoyed the 
occasion. “It was beautiful - every seat was 
packed and the crowd was so into it ,” he 
said. “Before the game, when the players 
went out onto the floor, seeing all the flash-
bulbs and the people so excited was a great 
moment.” —AFP 

SAITAMA: Washington Wizards Daniel Gafford (2nd left) goes for the basket during the NBA Japan Games 2022 pre-sea-
son basketball game between the Golden State Warriors and the Washington Wizards at the Saitama Super Arena in 
Saitama on September 30, 2022. —AFP  

Sainz leads Ferrari as  
Verstappen struggles  
in Singapore 

 
SINGAPORE: Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc 
powered their Ferraris to a one-two in second prac-
tice Friday for the Singapore Grand Prix, while run-
away championship leader Max Verstappen and 
Red Bull struggled on Formula One’s return to Asia. 
The Dutchman celebrated his 25th birthday Friday 
with a cake in the Red Bull team hospitality before 
the first session, then spent most of the second in 
the garage with mechanics working on his front 
suspension set-up. 

Verstappen, who can retain his Formula One 
world championship with a race win on Sunday if 
other results go his way, did emerge late in the 
hour-long session for one qualifying simulation lap. 
His time of 1min 42.926sec was good enough only 
for fourth, 0.339sec behind Sainz who clocked 
1:42.587 around the Marina Bay street circuit. “I 
think it started off quite well and the car was work-
ing quite well in FP1, and then for FP2 we wanted to 
try a few things,” said Verstappen. 

“They just took a bit longer to change, first of all, 
and then we wanted to try something else, and that 
took quite a long time to change again, so we couldn’t 
really run a lot. “That’s why it’s not really representa-
tive of what we showed in FP2,” Verstappen added. 
“But there is room for improvement.” Leclerc posted 
a time of 1:42.795, 0.208sec behind his teammate, and 
the Mercedes of George Russell was third at 1:42.911. 
Earlier Lewis Hamilton had sprung a surprise with the 
quickest time in the opening practice session of the 
first Singapore race weekend since 2019 because of 
the COVID pandemic. 

Hamilton ‘headache’  
It was the first time Hamilton had topped the 

timesheets this season, giving him hope of being 
able to score a first grand prix victory in 2022 and 
maintain his run of winning a race in every season 
since his 2007 debut. But the seven-time world 
champion later struggled with stability over the 
bumps and kerbs which caused him to run wide on 
the last corner of his final flying lap to leave him 
fifth, 0.595sec adrift of Sainz. 

“It started off well,” Hamilton told reporters. “It 
wasn’t as great in the second session but pretty 
much like every other weekend. “The car is as it is 
and is bouncing around like crazy but it doesn’t feel 
like we’re massively off this weekend.” The 
Singapore event is termed the most demanding on 
the calendar by drivers because of the nature of the 
street circuit, with 23 corners and around 91 gear 
changes a lap. Couple that with the heat and humid-
ity of the tropical city-state and even Hamilton, who 
has won in Singapore four times, was suffering. 

“I definitely felt a little bit dehydrated after that 
session and very hot,” he said. “But the biggest 
problem was literally just that you’re bouncing so 
much that you just have a headache all of the time 
and this is a very bumpy track.” Sixth fastest was 
Esteban Ocon’s Alpine, ahead of Alfa Romeo’s 
Valtteri Bottas. Spain’s Fernando Alonso, who will 
start a record 350th grand prix on Sunday, one 
more than Kimi Raikkonen’s previous all-time mark, 
was eighth fastest in his Alpine. 

Red Bull had looked more competitive early but 
both cars suffered with set-up issues under lights 
in the night session with Sergio Perez ninth, 1.3sec 
behind Sainz. Verstappen has an almost unassail-
able lead in the title chase but must win Sunday’s 
race and see his closest rivals falter to clinch with 
five races to go, or the fight will move on to Japan 
next week. Single-lap pace in qualifying is crucial 

at Singapore, where pole position is a huge advan-
tage on a tight track that affords few opportunities 
to overtake. 

Alex Albon was encouraged by completing two 
sessions in his Williams less than three weeks after 
appendicitis and complications from surgery. The 
British-born Thai driver was 16th fastest in both, a 
severe test of his fitness in the heat and humidity of 
Singapore. There was drama at the AlphaTauri 
garage when Pierre Gasly had to leap from his car 
with flames coming above his head. They were 
quickly extinguished by the pit crew and the 
Frenchman returned to the track a few minutes later 
unharmed. —AFP

SINGAPORE: Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen 
drives during a practice session ahead of the Formula One 
Singapore Grand Prix night race at the Marina Bay Street 
Circuit in Singapore on October 1, 2022.  —AFP

Japanese quartet  
bid to land Arc  
‘Holy Grail’ 

 
PARIS: A record four Japanese horses will line up 
for Sunday’s Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe with one of 
the quartet’s jockeys Christophe Lemaire saying 
Japan winning the race widely regarded as the 
greatest in Europe would be the “Holy Grail”. The 
43-year-old Frenchman, who has been crowned 
Japan’s champion jockey on multiple occasions 
since moving there in 2015, rides the outsider of the 
four in veteran Stay Foolish. 

He, Deep Bond, who was tailed off last in the 2021 
Arc, and the more fancied duo Japanese Derby win-
ner Do Deuce and serial Group One winner 
Titleholder will battle it out with 16 of Europe’s finest 
thoroughbreds at Longchamp. Germany’s defending 
champion Torquator Tasso returns with the formida-
ble presence of Frankie Dettori on board-bidding for 
a record-extending seventh win-but has a difficult 
draw on the outside. Vadeni and Westover, winners of 
the French and Irish Derby’s respectively, also feature 
with the former’s jockey Christophe Soumillon facing 
a long time on the sidelines later in the month. 

The apologetic Belgian ace received a 60 day 

ban for causing the fall of Rossa Ryan on Friday at 
Saint Cloud. Luxembourg, who beat Vadeni in the 
Irish Champion Stakes, is likely to start favourite to 
give trainer Aidan O’Brien his third win in the race. 
The tough as teak Alpinista is seeking her sixth suc-
cessive Group One win and would be a popular vic-
tory due to her 74-year-old English trainer and 
raconteur Mark Prescott. 

Prescott compares his job to that of a school 
master and normally prefers to stay at home when 
his horses run abroad-save for an occasion when he 
had a runner in the Japan Cup but when it was 
unable to run he ended up being taken to an Eric 
Clapton concert. He confessed to the Thoroughbred 
Racing Commentary he had never heard of Clapton 
but found it all rather fun-Sunday though he will be 
on his best behavior. “I’ll have to go to Longchamp, 
Miss Rausing (the owner) is insistent,” he told the 
Racing Post. “It’s a bit of a waste of time when one 
could be training horses.” 

 
‘Super happy’  

The Japanese, though, are not in the least bit 
intimidated by their European rivals and are bullish 
about their chances of winning the Arc at the 18th 
attempt. Lemaire despite many top class successes 
in Europe has never won the Arc but he knows 
where it ranks for him and for the Japanese. “The 
Arc is the greatest race in the world and it is a date 
I circle in my calendar,” he said on Wednesday. “As 

a French jockey it has a particular flavour. I live in 
Japan and I understand the determination they have 
of winning the Arc. “To win an Arc would be the 
Holy Grail knowing what it represents for the 
Japanese.” —AFP 

PARIS: Photo shows German jockey Rene Piechulek cele-
brating while riding on ‘Torquator Tasso’ after winning in The 
Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe horse race at The Paris 
Longchamp racecourse in Paris.  —AFP

Rovanpera on the  
verge of clinching  
World Rally title 

 
AUCKLAND: Finland’s Kalle Rovanpera 
celebrated his birthday on Saturday by 
dominating the third day of Rally New 
Zealand, moving him to the brink of 
becoming the youngest-ever world cham-
pion. The 22-year-old Toyota driver 
thrived in wet conditions north of Auckland 
and will take a 29-second lead over French 
eight-time world champion Sebastien 
Ogier into the final four stages on Sunday. 

Championship pacesetter Rovanpera is 

guaranteed to claim his maiden world title 
with two rounds remaining in the 13-leg 
series if he finishes the rally seven points 
ahead of second-ranked Ott Tanak. 
Estonian Tanak sits 46.4 seconds behind the 
Finnish driver in third place. Rovanpera will 
become the youngest champion in WRC 
history on Sunday if he can clinch what 
would be his sixth rally win this season. 

The lead has changed hands eight times 
this week but Rovanpera showed his class 
from the outset on Saturday, leaping from 
fourth overnight to first by winning three of 
the six stages. He capitalized on a host of 
problems to beset his rivals, most notably a 
spectacular roll from Gus Greensmith on 
the 10th stage which forced the Ford driver 
to retire. 

Greensmith’s fellow Brit Elfyn Evans 
was forced out on the previous stage when 
he drove into an embankment. As the rain 
intensified, Rovanpera eased off on the 
day’s short final stage but he was still the 
second-fastest behind Irishman Craig 
Breen. “It’s been a really tricky day but 
quite enjoyable. Of course always, when 
are doing good times, you are enjoying it,” 
said Rovanpera. “The weather was a big 
challenge but I saw that as an opportunity 
and we took it quite well.” 

Tanak, who led after the second day, 
bemoaned technical problems when his 
engine became waterlogged on two differ-
ent stages but he had not given up on his 
slim title chances. “It’s been quite a bad day 
but we are still here, third place, so it’s not 

all so bad,” he said. Toyota team principal 
Jari-Matti Latvala said Rovanpera had the 
temperament needed to wrap up the 
championship on Sunday. “He’s very calm 
now. The only point I saw him a little bit 
nervous was before the rally started. But 
once we started, no more nerves after 
that,” Latvala said. 

Standings: 1. Kalle Rovanper‰-Jonne 
Halttunen (FIN/Toyota) 2hr 28min 26.3sec, 
2. Sebastien Ogier-Benjamin Veillas 
(FRA/Toyota) at 29.0sec, 3. Ott Tanak-
Martin Jarveoja (EST/Hyundai) 46.4, 4. 
Thierry Neuville-Martijn Wydaeghe 
(BEL/Hyundai) 1:41.4, 5. Oliver Solberg-
Elliott Edmondson (SWE-GBR/Hyundai) 
3:34.9, 6. Lorenzo Bertelli-Lorenzo Granai 
(ITA/M-Sport Ford) 9:18.3, 7. —AFP 


