
DOHA: The shirt that Diego Maradona wore when
he scored his infamous ‘Hand of God’ goal against
England in 1986 will go on display in Qatar during
the World Cup just five months after it set a record
price at auction, a top official said Saturday. The
shirt, which sold for $9.3 million to a secret buyer,
has been loaned to Qatar’s 3-2-1 sports museum
and will go on display from Sunday until April 1.
Qatar has not named the shirt’s new owner, who
paid a then record price for any sports memorabil-
ia object, but negotiations are understood to have
started just weeks after the May 4 auction.

Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani, head of Qatar Museums and a member of
the Gulf state’s ruling family, said she was “excit-
ed” to have secured the shirt for a special World
Cup exhibition. “The jersey has been through quite
a journey,” she added in a statement to AFP.
“Starting with the moment when Nottingham
Forest midfielder Steve Hodge swapped jerseys
with Maradona after the match, in what now seems
an inspired move.” Maradona scored both goals in
the World Cup quarter-final 2-1 victory over
England in Mexico City’s Aztec Stadium in 1986.

Pele’s right foot 
The game has become one of the most talked

about in football history and embellished the leg-

endary status of Maradona, who died from a
heart attack in November 2020 at the age of 60.
Wearing the number 10 shirt, Maradona punched
the ball past England goalkeeper Peter Shilton for
the first goal, saying later it had been “a little with
the head of Maradona, a little with the hand of
God.” Soon after, Maradona sped past f ive
English defenders and Shilton to slot home a
strike that was voted “Goal of the Century” in a
2002 FIFA poll.

Hodge swapped shirts with Maradona and had
loaned the shirt to a Manchester museum for 20
years before putting it up for sale where the
anonymous buyer beat six other bidders including
the Argentina Football Association. The final price
was more than twice the value predicted by
Sotheby’s. But a jersey worn by basketball legend
Michael Jordan was sold for $10.1 million on
September 16, taking over as the record for the
most expensive sports memorabilia and most
expensive game-worn shirt.

The Maradona shirt will go on display at the
“World of Football” exhibition with a ball used in
the first World Cup finals in 1930, the first written
account of the rules of football, one of only two
bronze busts ever made of the iconic Brazilian Pele’s
right foot and other jerseys worn by football greats.
“Many of the items displayed at the 3-2-1 Qatar

Olympic and Sports Museum are like this: symbols
of human passion that have long, moving narratives
behind them,” said Sheikha Mayassa. “These

objects have now taken on a life of their own as part
of the world’s culture-inspiring emotion, evoking
memories, and sparking dialogue.” — AFP 
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BUENOS AIRES: A vendor holds a collectable towel with the image of Argentine former football star Diego
Maradona scoring his famous ‘Hand of God’ at a sport shop in Buenos Aires. —AFP 

Superb Musiala
guides Bayern 
to ‘brutal’ win 
MUNICH: A masterclass from Jamal Musiala, as
well as a first goal in five games for Sadio Mane,
helped Bayern Munich thump hapless Bayer
Leverkusen 4-0 at home on Friday. Musiala scored
one and set up two more, leaving the field to a rap-
turous reception when substituted after 81 minutes.
Asked after the game if the win removes pressure
from manager Julian Nagelsmann, Musiala said sim-
ply “the pressure was on us all”.

“We (the players) are focused on ourselves. We
all want to win and be number one - and we showed
that today. “The pressure is always there at Bayern.
We need to deal with it.” Bayern, who had failed to
win for four games in a row, got out of the blocks
early, with Musiala sending a low cross directly into
the path of Leroy Sane, who opened the scoring
after just two minutes.

Musiala then got on the scoresheet himself after
17 minutes, combining perfectly with veteran for-
ward Thomas Mueller for his fifth goal of the season.
While the play looked spontaneous, Musiala smiled
after the match when he said “yeah, we’ve been try-
ing to do that one for a while.” Musiala turned
provider again in the 39th minute, guiding a ball to

Mane who scored for the first time since August 21 -
which was Bayern’s last victory in the Bundesliga.

Mueller added a fourth in the 84th minute thanks
to a howler from Leverkusen keeper Lukas
Hradecky, who slipped while trying to pass, sending
the ball directly into Mueller’s path. The goal was
the Bayern and Germany forward’s first of the cam-
paign. Nagelsmann told DAZN “there was a lot
written about the relationship between the team
and the manager.” “I’ve always said that you can tell
when players leave the dressing room if they
respect the manager. And you can see in each game
(we have played recently) that the players were fully
into it.” “That was very satisfying today.”

Leverkusen crisis 
The loss compounds Leverkusen’s misery, with

the visitors having won just one game from eight
attempts this campaign, in addition to an embarrass-
ing first-round German Cup exit to third division SV
Elversberg. Leverkusen midfielder Kerem Demirbay
told broadcaster DAZN after the game his side
keeps “losing games in a brutal fashion”. “It’s very,
very difficult for us at the moment. We need to stay
positive - the season is long.” Leverkusen have now
conceded 16 goals this season - the second most in
the Bundesliga - heaping pressure on Swiss manag-
er Gerardo Seoane. Seoane said after the game “it’s
a question of will”. “We didn’t have the necessary
aggression. That’s also a mental process”. The win
sees Bayern go second in the table, with the rest of
the weekend’s games to play. — AFP 

MUNICH: Leverkusen’s Ecuadorian defender Piero Hincapie (left) and Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Jamal Musiala
vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football on September 30, 2022. — AFP 

Manchester United
‘warrior’ Martinez 
faces Haaland test 
LONDON: Erik ten Hag’s faith in Manchester
United “warrior” Lisandro Martinez will be put to
the test as Manchester City striker Erling Haaland
aims to extend his red-hot streak in Sunday’s derby.
Haaland has made a blistering start with City since
joining the Premier League champions from
Borussia Dortmund for £51 million ($57 million) in
the close season. With 14 goals in nine games in all
competitions for City, the Norway striker, playing in
his first Manchester derby, will put United’s recent
revival to the test.

Only once has Haaland been denied a goal in the
Premier League this season, but United manager Ten
Hag might have the solution to taming the prolific
22-year-old. When Ten Hag’s Ajax faced Dortmund
in the Champions League last season, they stopped
Haaland scoring and won the group match thanks in
large part to an inspired display from a tenacious
defender now plying his trade with United.

Ten Hag brought Martinez with him to Old
Trafford in the summer transfer window in a deal

that could reach nearly £57 million and the 24-
year-old is already producing commanding per-
formances. At 6 feet 4 inches (1.93 meters),
Haaland will tower over Martinez, who is the
Premier League’s smallest centre back at 5ft 9in.
But the aggressive Argentine does not let his
diminutive stature stop him taking the fight to
opposing strikers.

Living up to the “Butcher of Amsterdam” nick-
name given to him at Ajax, Martinez has already
earned cult hero status among United fans with
some ferocious tackling. Partnering with Raphael
Varane in central defense after Harry Maguire was
dropped two games into the season, Martinez has
shored up a unit that was United’s Achilles heel last
season. United have won all five games in which Ten
Hag has played Martinez and Varane together at the
heart of the defense.

Ten Hag calls the Argentine a “warrior”, lauding
his “attitude and fighting spirit”. But he knows keep-
ing Haaland off the scoresheet at the Etihad Stadium
will be a tall order if Martinez does not get enough
help from his team-mates. “We don’t play against
Haaland, we play against Man City,” said Ten Hag.
“We are convinced of our capabilities. If we act as a
team we can beat our opponents. “We need to look
to ourselves. We have to perform at our best, with a
good game plan. Then it is about execution. We will
have to do 100 percent.”  — AFP 

Maradona ‘Hand of God’ shirt 
to go on display during WCup

$9.3 million shirt sold to a secret buyer

Clauss delivers as 
Marseille climb up 
ANGERS: Marseille cruised to the top of Ligue 1
on Friday as they opened the weekend fixtures by
winning 3-0 at Angers to leapfrog Paris Saint-
Germain. Marseille moved a point ahead of PSG,
who hosted struggling Nice on Saturday. “I knew
we had good players, good personalities,” said
Marseille coach Igor Tudor, who was serving a
touchline ban.

Left wing back Jonathan Clauss scored once and
set up the other two goals. “Jonathan Clauss is an
incredible player. I knew it the first time I saw him.
And he’s a good kid. It’s a pleasure to be his coach.”
The home team dominated the opening 35 minutes,
penning a sloppy and sluggish Marseille team back.
“The first half was hard fought,” said Tudor. “Angers
were up for it.” But the hosts could not take their
chances. Nabil Bentaleb was closest when he ham-
mered a shot against the near post.

At the other end, Luis Suarez came nearer to hit-
ting the corner flag than the goal with a sliced shot
Angers paid the price for wasting opportunities.
Seconds after Adrien Hunou scuffed a shot wide of

the Marseille goal from close range, Clauss gave the
visitors the lead. Marseille moved the ball quickly
into midfield and Suarez found Clauss surging into
space up the left. The wing-back raced toward the
box, then skipped outside a couple of defenders
before drilling a left-foot shot off the post and past
goalkeeper Yahia Fofana.

“That was a sign, the post was out for us, in for
them and that’s decided the game,” said Angers
coach Gerald Baticle. “Against these big teams, you
have to lead at some point and try to sow doubt,”
said Baticle. “When you come in at half-time after
you’ve played well but you are behind, it’s psycho-
logically hard.” Suarez found the target after 50
minutes. Clauss intercepted a sloppy clearance on
the halfway line and charged into the penalty area.

This time he squared to Suarez. The Colombian
controlled the ball and smashed it home. Clauss set
up another goal after 59 minutes, picking out
Gerson at the far post who placed his shot past
Fofana. The game then reverted to its earlier pat-
tern with Angers creating and wasting chances
before Marseille ended the match rolling the ball
around at walking pace. “In the second half, they
fell away physically and we were the only team
playing,” said Tudor. “I liked the state of mind of my
players, the sense of sacrifice, the runs, the collec-
tive will to win.” —AFP 


