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Arsenal show title mettle as  
Potter gets first Chelsea win

Trossard hat-trick denies Liverpool in De Zerbi’s bow as Brighton boss

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s French goalkeeper Hugo Lloris is beaten by Arsenal’s Ghanaian midfielder Thomas Partey for the first goal during the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and 
Tottenham Hotspur on October 1, 2022. — AFP  

LONDON: Arsenal underlined their credentials as 
genuine Premier League title contenders with a 3-1 
win over arch rivals Tottenham, while Chelsea’s dra-
matic 2-1 victory at Crystal Palace gave Graham 
Potter his first success as Blues boss on Saturday. As 
the Premier League returned with a bang after the 
international break, Liverpool were rocked by 
Brighton forward Leandro Trossard’s hat-trick in a 3-
3 draw at Anfield.  

But it was Arsenal who stole the spotlight as Mikel 
Arteta’s side made it seven wins from eight league 
games, moving them four points clear at the top of the 
table. Thomas Partey put Arsenal ahead early in the 
first half of the north London derby at the Emirates 
Stadium. 

Harry Kane equalized with a penalty but third-
placed Tottenham imploded after the interval as Hugo 
Lloris’s mistake allowed Gabriel Jesus to restore 
Arsenal’s lead. Tottenham defender Emerson Royal 
was sent off for an ugly foul on Gabriel Martinelli 
before Granit Xhaka’s goal ensured Arsenal would 
avenge the 3-0 defeat against their hated neighbours 

last season that cost them a Champions League place. 
Ending Tottenham’s 13-match unbeaten run in the 

league was a significant statement of intent from 
Arsenal. “They were phenomenal. We went from it 
and we created great energy in the stadium and 
deserved to win the game,” Arteta said. “We were 
free, courageous and brave. This is what we demand 
from the players.” 

At Selhurst Park, Chelsea left it late to give Potter 
his first win in his second match since arriving from 
Brighton to replace the sacked Thomas Tuchel. 
Chelsea, who drew 1-1 with RB Salzburg in the 
Champions League in Potter’s first game, suffered a 
nightmare start on seven minutes as Wesley Fofana 
squandered possession and Jordan Ayew fed 
Odsonne Edouard to fire into the top corner. Chelsea 
defender Thiago Silva escaped a red card when he 
was only booked for stopping Ayew’s attack by delib-
erately handling. 

 
Gallagher strikes late  

Silva made the most of that escape as he provided 

the assist for Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang’s 38th 
minute equaliser. The Brazilian headed the ball 
towards Aubameyang and he let it bounce across his 
body before swivelling to fire a half-volley into the 
bottom corner from just inside the area. 

It was Aubameyang’s first Chelsea goal since sign-
ing from Barcelona on transfer deadline day. Conor 
Gallagher, who spent last season on loan at Palace, 
won it for Chelsea in stoppage-time when the substi-
tute curled a fine finish into the top corner. Potter’s 
replacement at Brighton, former Shakhtar Donetsk 
boss Roberto De Zerbi, enjoyed a memorable intro-
duction to the Premier League. 

Trossard fired Brighton ahead inside four minutes 
after punishing sloppy Liverpool defending. With 
Liverpool in disarray, the Belgian forward struck 
again in the 18th minute. Roberto Firmino gave 
Liverpool a 33rd minute lifeline when he turned in 
Mohamed Salah’s flick. And Firmino grabbed 
Liverpool’s leveller with a 54th minute equaliser as the 
Brazilian side-stepped his marker to convert Luis 
Diaz’s pass. 

Jurgen Klopp’s men looked to have completed an 
epic comeback in the 63rd minute when Albion 
keeper Robert Sanchez punched a corner that hit 
Adam Webster and deflected into his own net. But 
Trossard sealed his treble with a close-range finish 
from Kaoru Mitoma’s cross to silence Anfield with 
seven minutes left. Newcastle ended their six-match 
winless run in the league as Eddie Howe’s men swept 
to a 4-1 rout of 10-man Fulham at Craven Cottage. 
Fulham’s Nathaniel Chalobah was sent off after eight 
minutes for a reckless lunge on Sean Longstaff. 

Callum Wilson volleyed home after 11 minutes 
before Miguel Almiron fired into the top corner in 
the 33rd minute. Longstaff bagged the third goal 
three minutes before half-time and Almiron struck 
again in the 57th minute. Bobby De Cordova-Reid’s 
88th minute goal was no consolation for Fulham. 
Everton won 2-1 at Southampton as Conor Coady 
and Dwight McNeil both scored their first goals for 
the club after Joe Aribo put the hosts in front. 
Bournemouth and Brentford shared a goalless draw 
at Dean Court. —  AFP 

SYDNEY: Tournament MVP A’ja Wilson poured in 
19 points as the all-conquering United States 
crushed China 83-61 to win their fourth straight 
women’s basketball World Cup and 11th overall in 
Sydney on Saturday. Kelsey Plum added 17 points 
and Jewell Loyd 11 as the Chinese were overpow-
ered by a formidable team that stretched their 
unbeaten streak in the competition to 30 games. 

The US went to half-time with a 43-33 lead and 
there was no stopping them in front of 15,895 fans 
at Sydney SuperDome-the biggest-ever crowd for 
a women’s basketball match in Australia. The 22-
point differential was the highest in World Cup final 
history, reinforcing their dominance. “Some great 
players, five-time Olympians, were not part of this 
team and there was probably some around the 
world thinking, ‘now’s the time to get the USA’,” said 
US coach Cheryl Reeve, after the retirements of Sue 
Bird and Diana Taurasi. 

“I think we showed the depth of talent we have, 
and it was on display. “I thought we just had a really 
good tournament, particularly defensively,” she 
added. “They’re hard to play against and we had 
some really great moments.” In front of the watch-
ing Chinese basketball legend Yao Ming, the odds 
were heavily stacked against China, who were led 
by Li Yueru with 19 points and took home their first 
medal since 1994. 

On top of being 10-time champions, the USA 
were coming off a record-breaking 83-43 semi-final 
victory against Canada, the biggest win ever in a 
World Cup last four, and they had beaten China 77-
66 in the group phase. The Chinese had also lost all 

seven previous World Cup clashes with the 
American juggernaut, and by an average 22 points. 
“We came on a mission and we played pretty good,” 
said Wilson, who won the Most Valuable Player 
award to go with the WNBA title she won last month 
with the Las Vegas Aces. “This is what you live for, 
this is my job and I love my job and what I do.” 

 
‘Moving forward’  

China were again without star player and leading 
points scorer Li Meng, who has a fever, but Li Yueru 
and Wang Siyu both scored early buckets as they 
started strongly. But the USA soon found their stride 
to close out the first quarter with an 18-13 advan-
tage, although it was scrappy with the Americans 
only shooting at 44 percent. They began finding the 
hoop as they lifted the tempo and pulled out to a 13-
point lead, before Jin Weina netted outside the arc 
on the siren to pull it back to 43-33 at the break. 

Refreshed, the relentless USA shifted up a gear in 
the third frame with aggressive defense and built it 
into a 68-47 lead heading into the home stretch, 
where a ragged China had nothing left in the tank. 
Despite the defeat, China coach Zheng Wei said 
their performance boded well for the Paris Olympics 
in 2024. “For us it was a really good result (making 
the final) and we will keep moving forward and 
improving and we are looking forward to Paris,” she 
said. “We have learned a lot, but there is still a gap 
between us and our opponent. But we have gained a 
lot of experience and improved a lot mentally.” 

Earlier, Lauren Jackson produced a vintage per-
formance to end her international career on a high, 
25 years after making her debut, as Australia swept 
past Canada 95-65 to win bronze. Jackson, 41, 
turned back the clock with a huge all-round effort, 
ending with a game-high 30 points, seven rebounds 
and one assist. The seven-time WNBA all-star end-
ed her fifth World Cup-and first in 12 years-tied as 
the all-time leader in games played, on 43 with 
Brazil’s Janeth Arcain. — AFP  

By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: The Group round of the AFC Futsal 
Asian Cup Kuwait 2022 will be concluded on 
Sunday. The matches will decide the standings of 
the third and fourth groups, and the teams who 
qualify for the quarter finals. Saudi Arabia will play 
South Korea; Japan will play Vietnam in the fourth 
group, while Chinese Taipei will play Indonesia 
followed by a match between Iran and Lebanon. 

Saudi Arabia must defeat South Korea to keep 
their hopes of qualifying as Saudi team have 3 
points in third place with Korea still pointless. 
Meanwhile, Vietnam are on top of the standings 
with 6 points and need just one point to qualify, 
but these ambitions will face a strong determina-
tion by the Japanese team who have three points 
and wants to qualify also. Saudi Arabia lost to 
Vietnam 1-3 in the second round, while Japan 
defeated South Korea 6-0 on Friday.  

Saudi Coach said the Vietnam experience 
overcame the Saudi’s particularly in the second 
half. Vietnam Coach on his part, was happy with 
the victory. Iran defeated Chinese Taipei 10-1 on 
Friday, while Lebanon lost to Indonesia 2-7. 
Iran’s coach said the preparation for each match 
has its special philosophy due to the differences 
of team levels, adding that there are several 
teams who are candidates to win the champi-
onship including Japan, Vietnam, Uzbekistan, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

AFC Futsal Asian  
Cup: Saudi, South  
Korea face off 

USA crush China to  
win 11th women’s  
basketball WCup


