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PANMUNJOM: UNC (United Nations Command) soldier (in green) and South Korean soldiers (in black) stand guard in the Joint Security Area (JSA) of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in the truce village of Panmunjom on October 4, 2022. North Korea 
fired a mid-range ballistic missile on October 4, which flew over Japan, Seoul and Tokyo said, a significant escalation as Pyongyang ramps up its record-breaking weapons-testing blitz. —AFP

SEOUL, South Korea: North Korea fired a ballistic 
missile over Japan for the first time in five years Tuesday, 
prompting Tokyo to activate its missile alert system and 
issue a rare warning for people to take shelter. The latest 
launch-which the United States branded “reckless and 
dangerous”-comes in a record year of sanctions-busting 
weapons tests by North Korea, which recently revised 
its laws to declare itself an “irreversible” nuclear power. 

The last time Pyongyang fired a missile over Japan 
was in 2017, at the height of a period of “fire and fury” 
when North Korean leader Kim Jong Un traded insults 
with US president Donald Trump. South Korea said the 
intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) flew some 
4,500 kilometres (2,800 miles) — possibly a new dis-
tance record for North Korean tests, which are usually 
conducted on a lofted trajectory to avoid flying over 
neighbouring countries. 

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol called the 
launch a “provocation” that violated UN regulations, 
and vowed a “stern response”, in a statement issued by 
his office. Later Tuesday, South Korean and US fighter 
jets carried out a “precision bombing drill” in response, 
Seoul’s military said, with South Korean F-15Ks drop-
ping joint direct attack munitions (JDAMs) at a target in 
the Yellow Sea. 

The drills aimed to demonstrate the allies’ “capabili-
ties to conduct a precision strike at the origin of 
provocations”, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
in a statement. On the same day, eight Japanese and 
four US fighter jets carried out a joint drill in airspace 
west of the country’s Kyushu region, according to 
Japan’s Joint Staff. 

The forces “confirmed their readiness and demon-
strated domestically and abroad the strong determina-
tion of Japan and the United States to deal with any sit-
uation”, it said in a statement. 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida described 
Pyongyang’s latest test as “an act of violence”, while 
European Union head Charles Michel called it “an 
unjustified aggression”. The US State Department said 
the “reckless and dangerous launch” posed “an unac-
ceptable threat to the Japanese public”. Japanese 
Defence Minister Yasukazu Hamada said the missile 
could have been a Hwasong-12. 

Pyongyang used Hwasong-12s the last two times it 
fired missiles over Japan-in August and September 2017 
— tweeted Chad O’Carroll of specialist site NK News. 
Japan activated its missile warning system and urged 
people in two northern regions of the country to take 
shelter early Tuesday. 

Nuclear message  
The Tuesday test is Pyongyang’s fifth missile launch 

in 10 days and sends a clear message to the United 
States, Park Won-gon, professor of North Korean 
Studies at Ewha University in Seoul, told AFP. The mis-
siles “put South Korea, Japan, and Guam within range”, 
and show that Pyongyang could hit US bases with nukes 
if war broke out on the Korean peninsula, he said. 

“As these are missiles that can carry nuclear war-
heads, the launch also has a political goal of once again 
declaring North Korea a de facto nuclear power and 
showing its complete denuclearisation is impossible,” 
Park added. 

Seoul, Tokyo and Washington have been ramping 
up joint military drills to counter Pyongyang’s grow-
ing threats, staging the first trilateral anti-submarine 
drills in five years Friday. That came just days after 
the US and South Korean navies conducted large-
scale exercises. 

Such drills infuriate North Korea, which sees them 
as rehearsals for an invasion. US Vice President Kamala 
Harris visited Seoul last week and toured the heavily 
fortified Demilitarized Zone that divides the Korean 
peninsula, on a trip to underscore her country’s “iron-
clad” commitment to South Korea’s defence. About 

28,500 US troops are stationed in South Korea to help 
protect it from the North. 

 
Significant escalation  

Firing a missile over Japan represented a “significant 
escalation” by North Korea, said Leif-Eric Easley, a pro-
fessor at Ewha University. “Pyongyang is still in the mid-
dle of a provocation and testing cycle,” he added. 

South Korean and US officials have been warning for 
months that Kim is preparing to conduct another nuclear 
test, saying last week that this could happen soon after 
Pyongyang’s key ally China holds a Communist Party 
congress from October 16. 

Pyongyang has tested nuclear weapons six times 
since 2006, most recently in 2017. “North Korea always 
starts with a low-level provocation and gradually raises 
the level to attract media attention from all over the 
world,” said Go Myong-hyun, a researcher at the Asan 
Institute for Policy Studies. 

“Their final provocation will probably be a nuclear 
test,” he said, adding that North Korea had taken the 
unusual and “very aggressive” step of overflying Japan 
to attract more attention. “By launching the missile over 
Japan, they are showing that their nuclear threat is not 
just targeting South Korea.”  —AFP

N Korea fires ballistic missile over Japan
Japan, US hold joint drill after North Korea missile

Biden warns Iran  
to face ‘costs’  
for crackdown  

 
PARIS: The United States will impose “further 
costs”  on Iran for  i ts  lethal  crackdown on 
protests sparked by the death of Mahsa Amini, 
President Joe Biden announced, drawing accusa-
tions of “hypocrisy” from Iran on Tuesday. 

Amini , 22 , was pronounced dead on 
September 16, days after the notorious morality 
police detained the Kurdish Iranian for allegedly 
breaching rules requiring women to wear hijab 
headscarves and modest clothes. 

Anger over her death has sparked the biggest 
wave of protests to rock Iran in almost three 
years and a state crackdown that has seen scores 
of protesters killed and more than 1,000 arrest-
ed. “This week, the United States will be impos-
ing further costs on perpetrators of violence 
against peaceful protesters,” Biden said in a 
statement. “We will continue holding Iranian offi-
cials accountable and supporting the rights of 
Iranians to protest freely.” 

Biden said he was “gravely concerned” about 

reports of the intensifying repression of protest-
ers and said Washington stood with “all the citi-
zens of Iran who are inspiring the world with 
their bravery”. Rights groups voiced deep con-
cern after Iranian riot police used tear gas and 
paintball guns against hundreds of students at 
Tehran’s Sharif University of Technology on 
Sunday night , with video footage showing 
detainees being taken away with fabric hoods 
over their heads. 

Protests also spread to schools, with video 
footage shared by Kurdish rights group Hengaw 
showing schoolgirls demonstrating in two cities 
in Amini’s native Kurdistan province. “Women, 
Life, Freedom,” the young female protesters 
chanted as they marched down the central strip 
of a busy highway in Marivan in footage that AFP 
has not independently verified. 

The US president gave no indication of what 
measures he was considering against Iran, which 
is already under crippling US economic sanc-
tions largely related to its controversial nuclear 
programme. Iran accused the US leader of 
“hypocrisy” in invoking human rights to impose 
fresh punitive measures. 

 
Nuclear talks  

“It would have been better for Mr Joe Biden 
to think a little about the human rights record of 

his own country before making humanitarian 
gestures, although hypocrisy does not need to be 
thought through,” foreign ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanani said in an Instagram post, report-
ed by Iranian media. 

“The US president should be concerned about 
the numerous sanctions... against the Iranian 
nation, the sanctions whose imposition against 
any nation is a clear example of a crime against 
humanity,” he added. —AFP 

ANKARA, Turkey: A projection on a wall showing Iranian 
Mahsa Amini and reading ‘In Iran and everywhere, women will 
win’, during a prise ceremony at the Chamber of Architects in 
Ankara. —AFP

Russian forces  
under pressure  
in south Ukraine 

 
KRYVYI RIG, Ukraine: A Kremlin-installed official 
in the south Ukraine region of Kherson urged resi-
dents to remain calm Tuesday as reports were surfac-
ing that Kyiv’s forces were making sweeping gains into 
Russian-controlled territory. 

Moscow this month called up hundreds of thou-
sands of troops to bolster the military in eastern 
Ukraine where Kyiv’s forces have recently made light-
ning advances and Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu 
meanwhile put the number at 200,000 as of Tuesday. 

Ukraine’s southern region of Kherson was one of 
the first where Kyiv’s defences collapsed in February 
after Russian forces invaded but Ukrainian forces 
recently have accelerated a months-long offensive to 
recapture it. 

“Our artillery and fighter jets are hitting enemy 
forces that enter the sovereign territory of Russia,” 
said Kirill Stremousov, the Moscow-appointed deputy 
head of the Kherson region. “There is no reason to 
panic,” he added in his message to residents of the 
Black Sea region on social media. 

The reported gains into Kherson are a threat to the 
Kremlin’s claim to have formally integrated the agri-
culturally rich region with a pre-war population of 
around one million people into the Russian Federation 
last week. 

According to Russian news agencies and uncon-
firmed social media reports, unidentified forces have 
attacked occupying Russian units and officials, while 
Ukrainian forces have destroyed river bridges, leaving 
Russian units vulnerable to being trapped. 

Some 80 percent of the region is estimated to be 
under Russian control. “Yes, you can hear explosions 
at a distance, but they’re infrequent,” Stremousov said 
in his message. 

 
‘Fierce’ frontline fighting  

He called on Kherson’s residents to remain calm 
after his superior, Vladimir Saldo, conceded in an 
interview that Ukrainian forces had made a “break-
through” in the region’s north east, at the village of 
Dudchany along the Dniepr river. But he claimed the 
push was short-lived and that Russian forces had 
pushed back again the advancing Ukrainian forces. 
Ukrainian officials have so far remained silent about 
any concrete territorial gains but the head of the pres-
idential administration Andriy Yermak on Tuesday 
posted emojis of watermelons on social media, hinting 
at gains in the region famous for the fruit. 

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky said in an 

address to the nation Monday evening said that “there 
are new liberated towns and villages in several 
regions”. “Fierce fighting continues in many sectors of 
the frontline,” he added, claiming that “more and more 
occupiers are trying to escape”. 

Western officials have said that as many as 
20,000 Russian troops could be at risk of being 
trapped on the western bank of the Dniepr river, 
which cuts diagonally through the region and flows 
into the Black Sea.—AFP 

KRAMATORSK: Two boys look at the remains of a missile 
lodged close to a building’s wall in Kramatorsk, Donetsk 
region, on October 4, 2022, amid the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. —AFP

India loses contact  
with budget Mars  
orbiter after 8 years 

 
NEW DELHI: India has lost contact with its 
Mars orbiter, eight years after the low-cost 
probe made it the first Asian nation with a 
spacecraft circling the red planet, its space 
agency said. 

Although “designed for a life-span of six 
months as a technology demonstrator, the Mars 
Orbiter Mission has lived for about eight years in 
the Martian orbit with a gamut of significant sci-
entific results”, the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) said Monday. 

The agency said in a statement that, after an 
eclipse in April cut off sunlight to the probe, its 
“propellant must have been exhausted” and that it 
“attained its end-of-life”. Launched in 2013 before 
entering Mars’s orbit the following year, the probe 
made India one of only a handful of nations to cir-
cle the Red Planet, including Russia and the 
United States, as well as the European Union. 

It came six years before China launched its 
Tianwen-1 mission, which includes a rover vehi-
cle on the surface of the planet. India’s launch 
cost just 4.5 billion rupees ($73 million), less than 
a sixth of the $455 million Mars probe begun 
shortly afterwards by US space agency NASA. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi later quipped 
that it cost even less than the 2013 Hollywood 
space blockbuster “Gravity”, which was report-
edly made for about $100 million. The ISRO said 
the mission’s achievements included providing 
an understanding of the composition of several 
gases in the Martian exosphere. 

“The mission will be ever-regarded as a 
remarkable technological and scientific feat in 
the history of planetary exploration,” it said. 
India has been bolstering its space programme 
in recent years, including a manned mission with 
Russian backing slated for 2023 or 2024. 

In 2019 Modi hailed India as a “space super-
power” after it shot down a low-orbiting satel-
lite, a move prompting criticism for the amount 
of “space junk” created. 

The same year India suffered a big setback 
when it lost contact with an unmanned spacecraft 
moments before it was due to land on the Moon. 
Experts say India is able to keep costs low by 
copying and adapting existing space technology 
for its own needs, and thanks to an abundance of 
highly skilled engineers who earn a fraction of 
their foreign counterparts’ wages.  —AFP 


