
Wednesday, October 5, 2022

14
S p o r t s

Established 1961 

Kyrgios cruises past Tseng  
in breathless Japan opener

Coric beat Kokkinakis; Evans overpower Albot
TOKYO: Nick Kyrgios said he “struggled to 
breathe” in the Tokyo air Tuesday before finding his 
feet and crushing Taiwan’s Tseng Chun-hsin 6-3, 6-
1 in his first match since the US Open. Kyrgios 
dropped just seven points on his own service in his 
opening match at the Japan Open as he dismantled 
world number 87 Tseng in 1hr, 6min. The maverick 
world number 20 was playing his first match since 
his “heartbreaking” quarter-final loss to Karen 
Khachanov at last month’s US Open but he said he 
made a “solid” return despite a slow start. 

“The first couple of games I struggled to 
breathe, I think just the humidity and getting back 
into competitive play,” said Kyrgios, whose lawyer 
appeared for him earlier in the day at a court hear-
ing in Australia, where he faces a charge of com-
mon assault. “I came out a bit slow but I don’t play 
many matches so it’s hard to just get straight back 
into that competitive flow. “But as soon as I held 
that first game, I found my form again and played 
really well.” 

The Tokyo crowd cheered Kyrgios’ name and 
clamored for the signed balls that he hit into the 
stands after the match. He put on a show on the 
court as well, hitting one shot between his legs and 
bickering with the umpire over line calls. Kyrgios 
has posted several pictures of himself sightseeing in 
Tokyo on social media since he arrived and he said 
he was “excited” to be playing in Japan. “To play in 
front of the crowd is amazing, they’re so respectful 
and they always love good tennis,” said the 27-
year-old. “The last couple of years, COVID has 
affected the tournament so it’s just good to have 
this event back and running again.” 

 
Ruud surprise  

Earlier in the day, top seed Casper Ruud crashed 
out in the first round after a 6-3, 6-3 defeat to 

Spain’s Jaume Munar. The Norwegian lost to Carlos 
Alcaraz in the US Open final last month and he has 
hardly taken his foot off the gas since, playing in the 
Davis Cup and Laver Cup before heading to last 
week’s Korea Open. He finally hit the wall against 
world number 58 Munar, having his service broken 
twice in the first set and dumping shot after shot 
into the net all match. 

Ruud admitted he had been trying too hard after 
his US Open run. “I might have pushed a little too 
much and tried to go for too many tournaments and 
too many matches in a row but I really wanted to 
come to Asia and play these tournaments,” said the 
world number three. “Today I wasn’t able to bring 
my best level but it’s an experience and a situation I 
will try to learn from.” Australian number-six seed 
Alex de Minaur also made a first-round exit earlier 
in the day when he lost 6-3, 6-2 to South Korea’s 
Kwon Soon-woo. Croatia’s number-nine seed Borna 
Coric beat Australian Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-4, 7-6 
(7/4), while British number-eight seed Dan Evans 
beat Moldova’s Radu Albot 6-7 (3/7), 6-1, 6-4. 

 
Assault dismissal  

Meanwhile, Kyrgios will seek to have an assault 
charge against him dismissed on mental health 
grounds, Australian media reported Tuesday. 
Kyrgios’s lawyer appeared for him at a hearing in 
the magistrates’ court of the Australian Capital 
Territory, where he faces a charge of common 
assault. The 27-year-old Australian player, who was 
not required to appear for the largely administrative 
hearing, is in Tokyo to take part in the Japan Open. 

Kyrgios beat Taiwan’s Tseng Chun-hsin 6-3, 6-1 
in his opening match on Tuesday and then told 
reporters there was “only so much I can say about” 
the court case. “I’m here in Japan playing tennis, I’m 
not back home at the moment so what will be will 

be with that,” he said. “The next meeting will be on 
February 3 so that’s all that I can really say about it 
now.” His lawyer, Michael Kukulies-Smith, sought an 
adjournment to allow time for a mental health 
assessment to be carried out, according to media 
including public broadcaster ABC and the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 

Kukulies-Smith said his client’s mental health 
issues were well known and he would seek to have 

the charge dismissed at a later date, they reported. 
The Wimbledon finalist wrote about his previous 
mental health struggles in an Instagram post earlier 
this year, and has said that he battles depression. “I 
felt as if I couldn’t talk or trust anyone,” he wrote 
alongside a photo of himself from 2019. “I’ve been 
through those times when it seemed as if those pos-
itive energetic vibes were never ever going to be 
reality.” —AFP

TOKYO: Nick Kyrgios of Australia hits a return against Tseng Chun-hsin of Taiwan during their men’s singles match at 
the Japan Open tennis tournament in Tokyo on October 4, 2022.  —AFP

Indonesia probes  
officers; stadium  
death toll rises 

 
MALANG: Elite Indonesian police officers were 
under investigation Tuesday over a stadium stampede 
that killed 131 people including dozens of children in 
one of the deadliest disasters in football history. As 
public anger grew, police moved to punish those 
responsible for the crush in the city of Malang that 
witnesses say started when officers fired tear gas into 
packed stands to quell a pitch invasion. “As the region-
al police chief, I am concerned, saddened and at the 
same time I am sorry for the shortcomings in the secu-
rity process,” East Java police chief Nico Afinta told a 
press conference Tuesday. 

The terraces of the Kanjuruhan stadium were 
packed Saturday evening with 42,000 “Aremania”, or 
Arema FC fans, for a match against fierce rivals 
Persebaya Surabaya. But after a 3-2 defeat, the first 
home loss for more than two decades to their adver-
saries, fans streamed down to the pitch to confront 
players and management. Police described the incident 
as a riot and said two officers were killed, but survivors 
accused them of overreacting. 

Officers responded to the pitch invasion with force, 
kicking and hitting fans with batons, according to wit-
nesses and video footage, pushing fans back into the 
stands where many would be trampled or suffocate to 
death after the tear gas was fired. “If there was a riot, 
(tear gas) should be fired to the pitch, not in the 
stand,” Danny Agung Prasetyo, coordinator of sup-
porter group Arema DC, told AFP. The death toll 
jumped again on Tuesday with local health official 
Wiyanto Wijoyo telling AFP six more victims had suc-
cumbed to their injuries. 

Police said the investigation was focusing on six gates 
at the stadium using CCTV footage from cameras placed 
outside them. It said the exits were open but too small for 
the crowds attempting to pass through them. “Those six 
gates were not closed but they were very narrow. Their 
capacity is for two people but the people coming out 
were hundreds,” national police spokesman Dedi 
Prasetyo said. But witnesses said some of the stadium’s 
doors were shut, leaving those who could not scale large 
fences at the mercy of the crush as tear gas rained down. 

“The doors were closed, that’s why people were 
pushing. Some lay down in the corner” by a closed gate 
to try to escape the crush, a 16-year-old survivor of the 
chaos told AFP. The Malang police chief was replaced 
Monday, nine officers were suspended and 19 others 
were put under investigation over the disaster in the 
stadium, which was filled with only hometown Arema 
FC fans, Prasetyo said. He said those suspended were 
members of the Mobile Brigade Corps, or Brimob, a 
paramilitary unit for the Indonesian police force notori-
ous for its aggressive crowd control tactics. —AFP 

Judge stuck on 61  
homers as Yankees  
win, miss no-hitter 

 
WASHINGTON: New York Yankees 
slugger Aaron Judge missed another 
chance at hitting a record-breaking 
62nd home run of the Major League 
Baseball season on Monday but great 
efforts abounded around him. Yankees 
pitcher Luis Severino pitched seven 
no-hit innings and the batters in the 
lineup just ahead and after Judge 
homered in the eighth inning to spark 
New York’s 3-1 victory at Texas. 
Judge has three more regular-season 
games, two on Tuesday and another 
on Wednesday, to try and smash his 
62nd homer to shatter the American 
League single-season record set by 
Roger Maris. 

Judge matched the 61-year-old 
mark of 61 homers set by Yankees 
legend Maris in 1961 with a 
Wednesday blast at Toronto, but 
hasn’t hit the record breaker in four 
games since. The 30-year-old 
American outfielder grounded out, hit 
into a double play, singled and struck 

out against the Rangers in the first 
game of the season-ending series for 
the playoff-bound Yankees. Severino 
faced the minimum 21 batters through 
seven no-hit innings with seven 
strikeouts and allowed only a lone 
walk in the third inning to Josh Smith. 
In all, 63 of his 94 pitches were for 
strikes. 

But the 28-year-old Dominican 
right-hander was pulled from the 
mound by Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone before the eighth inning, a 
move made to ensure he would be fit 
when the playoffs begin after his 
recent return from the injured list. 
Yankees right-hander Miguel Castro, 
another Dominican, replaced 
Severino and, after striking out Adolis 
Garcia, surrendered a single to Josh 
Jung on a line drive to left field to end 
the no-hit bid. Jung had the weakest 
batting average in the Texas lineup, 
hitting .195. 

There were homers all around 
leadoff batter Judge even as he failed 
to connect on a record-setter. Marwin 
Gonzalez smashed his sixth homer of 
the season, a solo blast, to start the 
eighth inning and give the Yankees a 
2-0 lead just before Judge walked to 

the plate. Rangers right-hander 
Jonathan Hernandez then struck out 
Judge but moments later issued 
Giancarlo Stanton a pitch the Yankees 
slugger smacked for his 30th homer of 
the season to make it 3-0. 

The Maris mark had served as the 
MLB record until beaten several times 
in the 1990s by Sammy Sosa and 
Mark McGwire during baseball’s 

notorious steroid era. Barry Bonds, 
implicated in the infamous BALCO 
drug scandal, set MLB’s single-season 
record of 73 homers in 2001. Boone 
has said Judge’s efforts this season 
rank above those of Sosa, McGwire 
and Bonds. Judge, however, said the 
achievements of those National 
League stars deserve to be recog-
nized as the proper records. —AFP

ARLINGTON: The Texas Rangers take the field before playing against the New York 
Yankees at Globe Life Field on October 3, 2022 in Arlington, Texas.  —AFP

World No 1 Alcaraz  
loses to Goffin in  
Astana opener 

 
PARIS: World number one Carlos Alcaraz crashed 
out in the first round of the Astana Open on 
Tuesday, losing 7-5, 6-3 to Belgium’s David Goffin. 
US Open champion Alcaraz suffered his first 
straight-sets defeat since November last year as 
Goffin made the most of his second chance as a 
lucky loser. Alcaraz, 19, was playing his first ATP 
tournament since his victory in New York that saw 

him become the youngest ever world number one. 
He played in last month’s Davis Cup, winning one 

of his two singles rubbers as Spain claimed a place 
in the quarter-finals. Goffin only earned a spot in the 
main draw after the withdrawal of Danish teenager 
Holger Rune. He plays Frenchman Adrian Mannarino 
in the last 16. “I always believe that I have the level 
to cause some trouble against those guys,” said 
Goffin, a former top-10 player now ranked 66th. 

“When you play against the world number one 
on a big stage, big crowd, the fire inside gives you 
so much power to play your best tennis because 
you don’t have any choice. “You have to fight and 
give your best and that was the case today. I always 
believed I had it and I am happy you can still it 
there.” It was 31-year-old Goffin’s third win against 

a top-ranked player, having beaten Rafael Nadal in 
2017 and 2020. Unlike Alcaraz, third seed Stefanos 
Tsitsipas avoided an early exit as he eased past 
Mikhail Kukushkin 6-3, 6-4. 

The Greek is hunting a third ATP title of the season. 
He reached 50 tour-level wins in 2022 after breaking 
Kukushkin once in each set. “It was a great match from 
my side,” said Tsitsipas, who goes on to face Italian 
qualifier Luca Nardi for a quarter-final place. Karen 
Khachanov won on his first outing since reaching the 
US Open semi-finals, defeating American Maxime 
Cressy 6-4, 7-6 (7/3). Daniil Medvedev plays Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas in the first round later on Tuesday. 
Novak Djokovic is due to face Cristian Garin on 
Wednesday after winning the 89th title of his career in 
Tel Aviv last weekend. —AFP

Arc-winning jockey  
Soumillon given the  
elbow by Aga Khan 

 
PARIS: Two-time Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe-winning jockey Christophe 
Soumillon was sacked as the Aga Khan’s 
retained jockey in France on Tuesday 
after he elbowed a rival out of the sad-
dle. The firing follows Soumillon’s actions 
against fellow jockey Rossa Ryan during 
a race in St Cloud last Friday which 
resulted in the latter falling and 
Soumillon receiving a 60-day suspen-
sion. “The Aga Khan Studs have taken 
the decision to cease their retainer with 
jockey Christophe Soumillon with imme-
diate effect,” a statement said. 

Soumillon-one of the world’s leading 
jockeys, who has had two spells as the 
retained jockey for the Aga Khan from 
2002-09 and then from 2014 to this 
year-will still be able to don the famed 
colors should a trainer deem it neces-
sary. “From this week onwards, 
Soumillon may still ride in the Aga Khan 
silks on occasion at the discretion of the 
French trainers and the Aga Khan Studs 

team,” the statement said. The 41-year-
old Belgian jockey rode both his Arc 
winners for the Aga Khan, Dalakhani in 
2003 and the great Zarkava in 2008. 

He finished second on the Aga Khan’s 
Vadeni in Sunday’s running of the Arc, 
which is widely seen as the greatest race in 
Europe. Aga Khan Studs said “there is no 
intention to retain a jockey in France for the 
foreseeable future.” Soumillon said he was 
“very disappointed”. “I realize that I have 
bridges to rebuild,” he told the Racing Post. 
“I am determined to show commitment and 
desire to those owners and trainers that 
wish to engage my services.” 

 
‘Bad publicity’ 

Soumillon had enjoyed a successful 
season up until Friday, riding Vadeni to 
win both the French Derby and the pres-
tigious Eclipse Stakes in England. Indeed 
he signed off at Longchamp on 
Saturday-the first day of the Arc festi-
val-with a win on the Aga Khan’s runner 
Erevann in the Prix Daniel Wildenstein. 

However, Princess Zahra, the Aga 
Khan’s daughter, speaking after 
Soumillon dismounted, made clear her 
displeasure at the Belgian’s actions at St 
Cloud. “Obviously it was an uncon-
scionable and an unthinkable thing to 

happen and to do. It was very difficult to 
watch,” she said. Soumillon-who like 
Italian great Frankie Dettori is a charis-
matic figure in racing and is married to a 
former Miss France-was extremely 
apologetic after the Ryan incident. 

He faced a barrage of calls for him to 
stand down from riding at the Arc week-
end at Longchamp, French racing’s 
annual showcase. Racing rules in France 

dictate that any suspension begins 14 
days after the offence, which allowed 
Soumillon to ride. Owners also cannot 
switch jockeys once they are declared 
on their horses unless the rider himself 
decides to withdraw. David Redvers, a 
co-owner of a horse Soumillon was due 
to ride on Sunday, had urged the jockey 
to do the right thing and not distract 
attention from the racing. —AFP 

PARIS: British jockey Luke Morris (left) riding on ‘Alpinista’ crosses the finish line 
to win The Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe horse race ahead of Belgian jockey 
Christophe Soumillon riding Vadeni (center) and Italian jockey Lanfranco Dettori 
riding Torquator Tasso at The Paris Longchamp racecourse in Paris. —AFP

MALANG: People grieve for victims of the stampede at 
Kanjuruhan stadium in Malang, East Java on October 
4, 2022. Elite Indonesian police officers were under 
investigation on October 4 over a stadium stampede 
that killed 131 people including dozens of children in 
one of the deadliest disasters in football history. —AFP 


