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WASHINGTON: An independent investigation 
into allegations of misconduct in US women’s soc-
cer released Monday found “systemic” abuse and 
sexual misconduct by coaches. The probe by for-
mer acting US attorney general Sally Yates and the 
King & Spalding law firm uncovered verbal and 
emotional abuse and sexual misconduct, including 
a pattern of “sexually charged comments, unwant-
ed sexual advances and touching and coercive sex-
ual intercourse.”  

The 172-page report included interviews with 
more than 200 National Women’s Soccer League 
players-many of them members of US national teams-
and detailed patterns of abuse from team coaches, 
manipulation and tirades plus retaliation for those who 
complained. “Our investigation has revealed a league 
in which abuse and misconduct-verbal and emotional 
abuse and sexual misconduct-had become systemic, 
spanning multiple teams, coaches and victims,” Yates 
wrote in the report’s executive summary.  

“Abuse in the NWSL is rooted in a deeper culture 
in women’s soccer that normalizes verbally abusive 
coaching and blurs boundaries between coaches and 
players,” she added. “The players who have come for-
ward to tell their stories have demonstrated great 

courage. It’s now time that the institutions that failed 
them in the past listen to the players and enact the 
meaningful reform players deserve.” 

The investigation began after a 2021 report by The 
Athletic about abusive behavior and sexual miscon-
duct by former Portland Thorns manager Paul Riley. 
That report said complaints were brought to former 
US Soccer Federation president Sunil Gulati but no 
action was taken by USSF against Riley. Although he 
eventually was fired by the Thorns, Riley was hired to 
coach another NWSL team. “The verbal and emo-
tional abuse players describe in the NWSL is not 
merely ‘tough’ coaching,” Yates wrote. 

“And the players affected are not shrinking violets. 
They are among the best athletes in the world. They 
include members of the US Women’s national team, vet-
erans of multiple World Cup and Olympic tournaments.” 
Rory Dames coached the Chicago Red Stars from the 
NWSL’s start until resigning last November. The report 
outlined his obscenities and verbal abuse and insults to 
players, saying a sexualized workplace led to multiple 
improper sexual relationships with players. 

Christy Holly was a coach with Sky Blue for half a 
season in 2016 before departing after complaints of 
verbal abuse and an improper relationship, the report 

said. Holly was hired last year by expansion club 
Racing Louisville, where verbal and emotional abuse 
was repeated and he was fired after sexually coercing 
and groping a player. 

The NWSL, in a statement, promised “systemic 
reform” to make the league one “with safe and pro-
fessional environments to train and compete” and 
acknowledged the “anxiety and mental strain” for 
women reliving traumatic incidents. “We continue to 
admire their courage in coming forward to share their 
stories,” it said. “We know we must learn from and 
take responsibility for the painful lessons of the past 
in order to move the league into a better future.” 

The report found teams, league officials and the 
USSF “repeatedly failed to respond appropriately 
when confronted with player reports and evidence of 
abuse,” and “failed to institute basic measures to pre-
vent and address it, even as some leaders privately 
acknowledged the need for workplace protections.” 
That allowed abusive coaches to move from club to 
club with positive remarks that concealed miscon-
duct. “Those at the NWSL and USSF in a position to 
correct the record stayed silent,” the report said. 
“And no one at the teams, the league or the federa-
tion demanded better of coaches.” 

‘Heartbreaking’  
USSF president Cindy Parlow Cone, a former US 

women’s national team player who took charge in 
2020, said measures are already underway to prevent 
such violations from happening again. “This investiga-
tion’s findings are heartbreaking and deeply troubling,” 
Cone said. “The abuse described is inexcusable and 
has no place on any playing field, in any training facili-
ty or workplace. 

“US Soccer is fully committed to doing everything 
in its power to ensure that all players-at all levels-have 
a safe and respectful place to learn, grow and com-
pete.” Federation initiatives include online and text 
systems for reporting incidents, tighter verifying of 
coaches and referees, and background screening. 

“US Soccer and the entire soccer community have 
to do better,” Cone said. “I have faith that we can use 
this report and its recommendations as a critical turn-
ing point for every organization tasked with ensuring 
player safety.” A new office of participant safety will 
be established to address the findings and act on rec-
ommendations. “We’re taking the immediate action 
that we can today,” Cone said. “We can create mean-
ingful, long-lasting change throughout the soccer 
ecosystem,” Cone said. —AFP

US women’s soccer probe uncovers  
‘systemic’ abuse, sexual misconduct

A pattern of ‘sexually charged comments, coercive sexual intercourse’

Arab clubs vie for  
glory in basketball  
championship  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa, Agencies  
 
KUWAIT: 16 Arab basketball clubs, including a trio from 
host-nation Kuwait, will be competing for top honors as a 
pan-regional championship kicks off on Wednesday. The 
championship’s maiden contest will feature hosts Al-Kuwait 
club against Libya’s Ahli Benghazi, while Al-Jahra, another 
Kuwaiti side, will go up against Iraq’s Dijlah.  

A day before the championship begins, Kuwaiti basketball 
Federation Chief Rashaid Al-Enezi highlighted the significance 
of the event as a chance to propel the sport to greater levels in 
the region, saying he had high hopes that Kuwaiti teams will 
put on spectacular performances. Clubs from Arab nations 
including Algeria, Libya and Qatar will also feature in the event 
that runs until October 15.  

The 34th Arab Basketball Clubs 
Championship for men will start on 
Wednesday at Kuwait Basketball 
Association Hall at Sabah Al-Salem. 
There will be six matches on 
Wednesday. The first match (at 3:00 
pm) will be between Yemen’s Mina Club 
and Egypt’s Al-Ahli in the second group. 
By 5:00 pm, Al-Ittihad Alexandria Club 
(from Egypt) will face off with Ahli 
Aleppo (from Syria) in the first group. 
Kuwait Club will play their first match 
by 8:00 pm with Libya’s Ahli Benghazi. 

Ahli Bahrain will meet Qatar’s Al-Sadd (3:00 pm) at the 
Kuwait Club Hall in Kaifan in the third group. In another 
match, Kuwait’s Kazima will battle Oman’s Bashaer while Jahra 
(from Kuwait) will play with Iraq’s Dijla University by 7:00 pm. 
Kuwait team, which were second in the previous tournament, 
aim to start strongly in the Championship. Chairman of the 
Board of Kuwait Basketball Association (KBA) Rasheed Al-
Enezi welcomed the delegations in Kuwait - the land of friend-
ship and peace. He said “the success of Kuwait Club in hosting 
the championship is considered a KBA success.

Kuwait’s Ramadan  
ranks 2nd in MotoSurf  
Championship  

 
KUWAIT: Ramadan Al-Fares, of Kuwait, secured 
the second place at fourth and final round of the jun-
ior  race of  2022 UIM MotoSurf  World 
Championship, held at the Croatian Adriatic Sea 
resort of Zadar, on Monday. This victory raised his 
general ranking in the championship to the third 
place. In statements to KUNA, Ramadan voiced joy 
for being able to make this achievement amid fierce 
competition among 70 competitors from 20 coun-
tries. He lauded the efforts of Croatia, the host coun-
try, to prepare for the final round of the race started 
yesterday, in coordination with the UIM (Union 
Internationale Motonautique). —KUNA

Iran Futsal  
team thrash  
Vietnam  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa  
 
KUWAIT: Iran Futsal team defeated 
Vietnam 8-1 and reached the semi-
final of the AFC Futsal Asian Cup 
Kuwait 2022 Championship. Iran’s 
goals were scored by Hasaan Teebi, 
Salar Aghabour, Ali Redha Rafie, 
Mohammad Hussein Bazyar, Mousam 
Ouladghobad and Ahmad Saeed 
Abbasi, while Vietnam’s lonely goal 

was scored by Vam Douk Hua in the 
38th minute. 

Meanwhile, Head of the Medical 
Department at KFA Dr Abdelmajeed 
Al-Bannai said issues related to the 
medical aspects are going on 
smoothly. He said that 40 athletes 
went through steroid (performance 
enhancing substances) test, adding 
that the emergency department dealt 
with the injury of Turkmenistan play-
er who sustained a broken jaw. The 
player decided to leave to his country 
with his teammates and wanted to be 
treated there. He said several players 
including from Kuwait were treated in 
the court - bearing in mind that 12 
paramedics are always around to 
handle medical cases.

Rasheed Al-Enezi


