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     Photo of the day

A night view of the Liberation Tower and Al-Sharhaan Mosque. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Majd Othman  
 
KUWAIT: Watching movies and TV shows and following 
social media constantly could have an important role in 
reshaping people’s mind or opinions over the years toward 
issues that weren’t acceptable to them in the past. With the 
wide reach of social media, shows and movies, new issues 
have been discussed on media channels that are not suitable 
for certain cultures, directed to specific groups like women, 
children or men. Meanwhile, other issues have helped people 
adopt positive things in their lives, such as becoming more 
understanding to their children and more supportive of 
women’s rights. 

“Media channels have content that includes movies and 
shows, which have a great role in influencing people to 
change their minds and opinions about many issues that the 
writers deal with in their works. All of this often depends on 
the extent of the artists’ ability in the series or the movie to 
influence viewers’ thoughts. There are sensitive societal issues 
that lead to girls rebelling and living alone outside the family 

Are we being changed  
by what we watch?

framework, husbands or wives having relationships outside 
marriage, incest, violence against women, abuse and other 
images seen by the viewer away from the societal behavior 
which they are accustomed to. Therefore, the role of media 
mainly is not to show, entertain and drain society’s time - what 
is required of them is instilling values and educating people,” 
media analyst Bassam Al-Jazzaf told Kuwait Times. 

“We are not saying that media cannot present all of the 
above topics. But it must explain what are the consequences 
of these decisions that the individual will take after watching 
the works. Foreign films and shows, including Arab works, 
sometimes raise issues, topics and ideas that are suitable only 
for their societies and not all societies, such as homosexuality, 
irresponsible and unconditional freedoms and extremism, 
which fuel stress, partisanship and non-acceptance of others’ 
opinions,” Jazzaf said. “We must be aware of the absence of 
laws that regulate the passage of media works to members of 
the society and families. Every foreign thought will one day 
escalate and become a belief, and it will be very difficult to 
drop these beliefs,” he added. 

Kuwait Times asked random people if they think the 
media has affected their behaviors in any way over the years 
and the things they have become more open or acceptable 
to, whether positive or negative. Maria Asaad said sometimes 
she watches scenes in movies or shows that can affect and 
benefit viewers. “We are nowadays more likely to be affected 
by social media than shows and movies due to the social 
experiences that could be more familiar to us done by people 
like us. So it’s impossible to not take into account these expe-
riences that will surely affect us,” she explained. 

“Recently, we noticed that movies have inappropriate 
issues that even does not suit us even as adults, not to men-
tion children’s movies and shows that touch sensitive and 
negative topics and would affect our children with the 
absence of family follow up,” Asaad pointed out. “While the 
majority of the communities here in Kuwait reject those 
topics, it should be explained people are rejecting them not 
only as a matter of religion. I have noticed that the people 
who get affected by those topics are the ones who already 
accept them. On the other hand, those who reject negative 
content by the media are still the same and have not 
changed,” Asaad said. 

“Media channels helped us discover some mistakes in the 
way we are raising our children and the best methods to 
deal with them. In addition, they had a great role in improv-
ing ourselves in several aspects of life, whether by life 
coaches or understanding ourselves more on how to take 

care of our mental health and 
giving us positive energy 
towards many things in life,” 
said Dima Abdullah. “There 
are also negative things dis-
played through media chan-
nels that could affect the 
morals of the people, but we 
have to make efforts to cor-
rect these thoughts or nega-
tive topics in our community 
to make sure they won’t 
become normal things that 
we will have to accept, especially with our children, due to 
them growing up at a time where the definition of freedom is 
wrongly defined,” she said. “The effect of media in not 
exclusive to social aspects - it is also affecting our purchas-
ing behaviors, which has turned to be for some people a 
kind of obsession,” she added.  

“The media in general and shows and movies have defi-
nitely affected people’s mind over the years, and made some 
to adopt bad behaviors. In my personal experience, the 
media affected my point of view regarding women going out 
to work, and I become more acceptable to it, because media 
helped me to see the other side that was not clear to me,” 
Abdullah Jamal told Kuwait Times. “The negative topics in 
the media only affect specific types of people who are ready 
to accept those thoughts. Movies and shows that have 
scenes of violence make people who are ready to be violent 
to implement violence,” he stressed. 

Abdulrahman Essa stressed he has never allowed the 
media to have an effect on him, adding he follows a religious 
lifestyle that drives his convictions. He pointed out the media 
is not the best source for information, adding people should 
get it from stories that are not highlighted. He said stories or 
social experiences portrayed through the media are not fully 
complete and do not show all viewpoints.  

Amal Aboul Fotouh said people are accepting negative 
content shown in movies and shows more than positive con-
tents. “Due to the huge flood of negative content, people 
have started to accept watching movies scenes that they 
never accepted before. “People have started to get used to 
things such as domestic violence and relationships outside 
marriage. Women feel they don’t have to be married any-
more, men accept the idea of cohabitation, or children think 
they have freedom to choose their sexual orientation or reli-
gion. All is due to the effect of media over the past years.”

Bassam Al-Jazzaf

Time Keeper  
Lounge launched  
in Kuwait  

 
KUWAIT: Time Keeper launched its first 
lounge in Kuwait, dedicated for watches. The 
lounge offers a unique experience to Time 
Keeper customers, allowing them to reserve 
appointments to visit the lounge. Time Keeper 
was established in 2018 as an Arab platform 
dedicated to watches and a primary destina-
tion for watch enthusiasts. 

Kuwait-funded schools  
perform well in tenth  
year in Lebanon 

 
BEIRUT: Twelve charitable schools in Lebanon, estab-
lished by Kuwait to educate Syrian refugee students in 
North Lebanon, started their tenth year, with students 
expressing deep gratitude for the Kuwaiti donations that 
enabled them to attend classes. A delegation from the 
International Islamic Charitable Organization, the Society 
for Humanitarian Excellence, the Islamic Development 
Bank and the Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development, 
toured the schools and reviewed their needs.  

Receptions, organized by the pupils of these schools, 
were held to greet the delegation, in which various edu-
cational activities were showcased. Chairman of the 
Humanitarian Excellence Association Dr. Khaled Al-
Subaihi said in remarks to KUNA that these schools that 
educate around 9,000 students in North Lebanon can 
be seen as model schools, noting that the students have 
attained much higher grades than those of their peers in 
other schools in northern Lebanon.  

He also said that it requires great efforts to educate those 
students that require financial aid, such as refugee students 
than their counterparts who can afford to go to school.  

In a similar statement, Board member of the 
Excellence Society, Hamid Al-Refai, said, “We realized 
the difficulties faced in teaching refugee students and in 
guiding the teachers 10 years ago when we started to 
build these schools with contributions from Kuwaiti phi-
lanthropists.” 

“We acted to solve the problems facing the learning 
process and developed advanced teaching techniques 
for this purpose”, he added. Director of the Educational 
Department at the UNICEF office in Lebanon, Atif Rafiq 
expressed thanks to Kuwait for supporting refugees 
especially in education. “I am happy to see that these 
children are receiving education and attending school,” 
he said. The representative of the Islamic Solidarity 
Fund, Muhammad Al-Jawabra, said, “Our visit to the 
schools show the strategic work that affect the life and 
needs of these refugee students.” He thanked the Kuwaiti 
Charitable associations and organizations saying that 
“we are proud of such a relation and their contributions 
towards the eradication of poverty and in building an 
educated community”. The associations’ delegation also 
took part in a meeting with technical coordinators and 
educational supervisors.  —KUNA

BEIRUT: Classes being carried out at the schools.  —KUNA


