
PARIS: Iranian schoolgirls have come to the fore in
protests over the death of Mahsa Amini, removing
their hijabs and staging sporadic rallies in defiance
of a lethal crackdown by the security forces. Amini,
22, was pronounced dead days after the notorious
morality police detained the Iranian Kurd last month
for allegedly breaching the Islamic republic’s strict
dress code for women.

Anger flared at her funeral and spread to
become the biggest wave of protests to rock Iran in
almost three years, despite the backlash by the
security forces that has killed scores and seen hun-
dreds arrested.

Students rallied at the weekend before being
confronted by riot police who cornered them in an
underground car park of Tehran’s prestigious Sharif
University of Technology before hauling them away.

Schoolgirls have since taken up the baton around
the country, removing their hijabs, shouting anti-
regime slogans and defacing images of the clerical
state’s leaders. “Death to the dictator,” a group of
bare-headed girls is heard chanting in reference to
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as they
force a man, reportedly the principal, out of a
school in Karaj, west of Tehran, on Monday in a
video verified by AFP.

Another group of girls sings “Woman, life, free-
dom”, as they march down a street of the Karaj
neighbourhood of Gohardasht. “These are really
extraordinary scenes. If these protests are going
to achieve anything, it will be because of the
schoolgirls,” Esfandyar Batmanghelidj of the
Bourse & Bazaar news
and analysis website
tweeted in response.

Schoolgirls are also
seen emptying class-
rooms and appearing at
flash-mob protests to
avoid detection, in other
footage shared online. A
boisterous group of girls
are seen yelling “Get lost,
Basiji”, in reference to the
paramilitary force, at a man standing at a podium in
the southern city of Shiraz, in a video shared by the
1500tasvir social media channel. AFP has been
unable to independently verify the footage.

Singer silenced 
As the women-led protests stretch into a fourth

week, Iran has widened its crackdown, rounding up

high profile supporters of the movement and
imposing internet restrictions that limit access to
social media.

On Tuesday night, Iranian pop singer Shervin
Hajipour, who was arrested after his song in support
of the protests went viral and became an anthem for

the movement, was freed
on bail. “I’m here to say I’m
okay. But I am sorry that
some particular movements
based outside of Iran-
which I have had no rela-
tions with-made some
improper political uses of
this song,” he told his 1.9
million Instagram followers
shortly after his release.

Iran’s judiciary mean-
while opened an investigation into the death of
teenage girl Nika Shakrami who was reportedly
killed during the protests. BBC Persian and Iran
Wire had reported that authorities had taken
possession of her body and secretly buried her
on Monday to avoid a funeral that could spark
more protests.

At least 92 protesters have been killed in the

unrest, according to Oslo-based group Iran Human
Rights (IHR). Amnesty International has confirmed
53 deaths, while Fars news agency put the death toll
at “around 60” last week. At least 12 security per-
sonnel have been reported killed.

Another 63 people were killed last week when
security forces “bloodily suppressed” a protest in
Zahedan, near Iran’s southeastern border with
Pakistan, said IHR. The clashes erupted after Friday
prayers during protests sparked by accusations a
police chief in the region had raped a teenage girl of
the Baluch Sunni minority, it said.

Sanctions loom 
The crackdown has drawn global condemnation.

On Tuesday the European Union joined the United
States in warning that it was looking to impose
tough new sanctions on Iran over the bloody crack-
down. Proposed punitive measures targeting senior
Iranian officials include “freezing their assets and
their right to travel”, French Foreign Minister
Catherine Colonna said. Iran has repeatedly
accused outside forces of stoking the protests and
last week said nine foreign nationals-including from
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Poland-
had been arrested. — AFP
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BARCELONA, Spain: Protesters take part in a demonstration in support of Iranian women in Barcelona following the death of Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini in Iran. —AFP

Iran summons British envoy to hear a protest over ‘meddlesome statements’ 

Iran schoolgirls take lead in protests

Freed US citizen 
in Oman after 
detention in Iran
MUSCAT: Baquer Namazi, one of four US citi-
zens whose freedom Washington had demand-
ed in the context of any revived nuclear deal
with Tehran, landed in neutral Oman
Wednesday, his lawyer said. Namazi, a former
UNICEF official, was detained in February 2016
when he travelled to Iran to press for the release
of his son Siamak, who had been arrested in
October of the previous year.

“Mohammad Baquer Namazi, who had been
released from prison a few days ago, left Iran
today (Wednesday),” the Iranian state broad-
caster said, posting footage of Namazi boarding
a plane. Human rights lawyer Jared Genser later
confirmed via Namazi’s cousin who travelled
with the 85-year-old on the plane that he had
arrived in Muscat, Oman’s capital.

The United States has been pressing for
the release of the Namazis and two other
Americans amid efforts to revive the 2015
nuclear deal between Iran and major powers.
His son Siamak, “also wrongfully detained”,
has been given furlough from prison but
remains in Iran, a State Department
spokesperson told AFP.

“Baquer Namazi was unjustly detained in
Iran and then not permitted to leave the county
after serving his sentence, despite his repeated
requirement for urgent medical attention,” the
spokesperson said. “We understand that the
lifting of the travel ban and his son’s furlough
were related to his medical requirement.”

The United Nations said last week that the
pair had been allowed to leave Iran, after an
appeal from Secretary General Antonio
Guterres.

The Namazis were both were convicted of
espionage in October 2016 and sentenced to 10
years in prison. Baquer Namazi was released on
medical leave in 2018 and had been serving his
sentence under house arrest.  — AFP
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South Korea, US fire 
missiles in response 
to North Korea test
SEOUL: The South Korean and US militaries fired
a volley of missiles into the sea in response to North
Korea firing a ballistic missile over Japan, Seoul said
Wednesday, as global condemnation mounted over
Pyongyang’s likely longest-ever test.

Nuclear-armed North Korea fired an
Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missile (IRBM) over
Japan for the first time in five years on Tuesday,
prompting Tokyo to issue evacuation warnings for
some residents. South Korea and the United States
staged a drill of their own in response, firing
ground-to-ground missiles into the East Sea, also
known as the Sea of Japan, Seoul’s military said.

Both militaries fired two ATACMS short-range
ballistic missiles into the water “to precisely strike a
virtual target,” the Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The
military also confirmed that a South Korean missile

failed soon after it was launched and crashed, with-
out causing any casualties.

South Korean and US fighter jets had carried out
a bombing drill at a virtual target in the Yellow Sea
on Tuesday. The joint drills aim to “make sure that
we have the military capabilities at the ready to
respond to provocations by the North if it comes to
that,” US National Security Council spokesman
John Kirby told CNN.

South Korea’s military also announced
Wednesday that the nuclear-powered USS Ronald
Reagan aircraft carrier would return to the area,
having already conducted joint drills with Seoul’s
navy last month. Pyongyang’s Tuesday launch is
part of a record year of sanctions-busting weapons
tests by the isolated regime, which recently revised
its nuclear laws, with leader Kim Jong Un declaring
his country an “irreversible” nuclear power.

US President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida decried the launch “in the
strongest terms” while South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol called it a “provocation”. The United
Nations Security Council was set to meet on
Wednesday to discuss the matter.

The IRBM flew about 4,600 km (2,900 miles),

Seoul and Tokyo said, likely the longest-ever dis-
tance for a North Korean test, which are typically
fired on a “lofted” trajectory to avoid flying over
neighbouring countries.

Officials and experts said it was likely a
Hwasong-12 IRBM, a nuclear-capable missile that
North Korea likely first tested in 2017, which has a
range that could put US bases on Guam within
reach. North Korea has not commented on the
launch in state media. “Regardless of today’s missile
launch by the US and South Korean military, North
Korea’s plan to carry out its next nuclear test will
not change,” Yang Moo-jin, a professor at the
University of North Korean Studies, told AFP.

“It’s likely that Pyongyang’s going to ridicule
today’s missile launch-especially since one of the
launches failed-and proceed with their next nuclear
test, given the law changes they made on the
nuclear use in September.” The Tuesday test was
Pyongyang’s fifth missile launch in 10 days. The
spate of launches comes as Seoul, Tokyo and
Washington have been ramping up joint military
drills to counter Pyongyang’s growing threats, stag-
ing the first trilateral anti-submarine drills in five
years on Friday. — AFP

Amid war, US set 
to fly Russian 
cosmonaut to ISS
WASHINGTON: The United States wil l  on
Wednesday carry a Russian to the International
Space Station aboard a SpaceX ship, in a voyage
that carries symbolic signif icance amid the
Ukraine war. Anna Kikina, the only female cosmo-
naut in service, is part of the Crew-5 mission,
which also includes one Japanese and two
American astronauts.

Blast-off is set for noon from the Kennedy Space
Center, with the weather forecast so far promising.

Two weeks ago, an American astronaut took off
on a Russian Soyuz rocket for the orbital platform.
The long-planned astronaut exchange program has
been maintained despite soaring tensions between
the two countries since Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February.

Ensuring the operation of the ISS has become
one of the few remaining areas of cooperation

between the United States and Russia. “When you
each are flying other’s crew members, you know
that you have a huge responsibility that you’re
promising to the other country,” NASA associate
administrator Kathy Lueders told reporters in a
recent press conference.

“At a working level, we really appreciated the
constancy in the relationship, even during some
really, really tough times geopolitically.”

Fifth female cosmonaut 
Kikina, 38 and an engineer by training, will

become the fifth Russian female professional cos-
monaut to go into space. “I hope in the near future
we have more women in the cosmonaut corps,” the
Novosibirsk native told AFP in August.

The Soviet Union put the first woman in space,
Valentina Tereshkova, in 1963, nearly 20 years
before the first American woman Sally Ride. Since
then, America has flown dozens more women.

It will also be the first spaceflight for American
astronauts Nicole Mann and Josh Cassada, but the
fifth for Japan’s Koichi Wakata. After a journey of
about 30 hours, their ship will dock with the station
on Thursday, ready to begin a five-month science
mission and relieve the four members of Crew-4,

who will stay a few days for handover.
Crew-5’s arrival will bring the total number of

astronauts on the ISS to 11, including two other
Russians and an American who arrived on the
recent Soyuz. — AFP

CAPE CANAVERAL, United States: (L-R) Russian cosmo-
naut Anna Kikina, NASA astronaut Josh Cassada, NASA
astronaut Nicole Mann, and Japanese astronaut Koichi
Wakata arrive ahead of the launch of the SpaceX Falcon
9 rocket, carrying the Crew5 Dragon, at the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida on October 5, 2022. — AFP


