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BEIRUT: A Lebanese lawmaker entered a bank 
branch, accompanied by lawyers, and freed more 
than $8,000 in trapped dollar deposits on 
Wednesday to pay for surgery, her lawyer said. 
Cynthia Zarazir, who was elected to parliament in 
May, is the latest in a growing number of angry 
depositors who have forced Lebanese lenders to 
unlock savings trapped under informal capital con-
trols imposed in the face of an unprecedented 
financial crisis. 

Zarazir, unarmed but with legal cover, entered 
her bank branch in a northern suburb of Beirut at 
around 9 am (0600 GMT) to demand $8,500 to 
pay for surgery costs not covered by her health 
insurance, her lawyer Fouad Debs said. She exited 
hours later after the bank paid her the sum in cash, 
Debs and the official National News Agency said. 

Several activists had gathered outside the bank 
to support Zarazir, whose plight echoes that of 
the many Lebanese who have been locked out of 
their savings by bank restrictions that have tight-
ened since the start of the country’s financial 
crash in 2019. 

Commercial lenders have effectively banned 
most foreign currency transactions, forcing deposi-
tors to withdraw their savings in the plummeting 
Lebanese pound which has lost more than 95 per-
cent of its value against the dollar. 

 
‘Not beggars’  

Also on Wednesday, a retired member of 
Lebanon’s Internal Security Forces stormed a bank 
in Beirut’s southern suburbs to demand access to 

$48,000 in dollar savings as well as 270 million 
Lebanese pounds from his pension. “I will not leave 
here, one day, two days, three days, a month if nec-
essary ... It is my right,” said Hussein Chokr, who 
was unarmed. 

Meanwhile, dozens of protesters gathered out-
side central bank headquarters in Beirut to demand 
access to their money amid a heavy troop deploy-
ment. “We came to claim our rights,” said protester 
Houssam Machmouchi, 42. 

“We are not beggars, we just want our money.” 
On Tuesday, a retired diplomat and honorary consul 
of Ireland, Georges Siam, carried out an all-day sit-
in at a bank in the suburbs of Beirut to recover his 
savings before eventually reaching a compromise. 
Almost simultaneously, at least two other armed 
bank heists took place in separate branches. 

They included one by a retired policeman who 
held up a bank in eastern Lebanon to demand a mon-
ey transfer to his son in Ukraine to help pay for rent 
and university tuition. Lebanon’s banks closed for a 
week after a series of heists on September 16. They 
have since reopened amid tight security. — AFP
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ANTELIAS: Lebanese MP Cynthia Zarazir is pictured 
inside Byblos Bank Antelias branch north of Beirut 
demanding access to her savings and refusing to leave 
the bank without her money, on October 5, 2022. — AFP 

UK PM seeks  
to soothe  
Tory faithful 

 
BIRMINGHAM: Britain’s embattled prime minis-
ter Liz Truss marched to the lectern for the most 
important speech of her polit ical  career on 
Wednesday-accompanied by a song about a bit-
ter break-up. After concluding her speech to the 
Conservatives’ tempestuous annual conference, 
she at least found her way out of the 1,500-
capacity Hall 1 of Birmingham’s International 
Convention Centre. 

The door’s “Exit” sign was taped up, to prevent 
mischief-making by press photographers, one of 
whom was dragged away by security before the 
speech for unspecified reasons. When she launched 
her campaign in July to succeed Boris Johnson as 
Tory leader, Truss briefly got lost when she tried to 
leave the room. 

This time in Birmingham, her arrival song was 
“Moving On Up” by M People, presumably to 
chime with the conference slogan of “Getting 
Britain Moving”. But its lyrics-in fact a stinging 
goodbye to a cheating lover-could have rung true 
with those already calling for Truss to go. 

“You’ve done me wrong, your time is up/You 
took a sip from the devil’s cup. “You broke my 
heart, there’s no way back/Move right out of here, 
baby, go on pack your bags.” The 40-minute 
speech was briefly interrupted by Greenpeace 
protesters holding up a sign saying “Who voted 
for this?” 

The sign was a clear reminder that Truss 
became prime minister with the votes of just 
80,000 Tory activists, not the country at large. 
Opinion polls have increasingly signalled the coun-
try’s deep unhappiness at her shock-and-awe eco-
nomic policies. 

For many of her Tory critics, Truss is already 
drinking in the last-chance saloon just a month into 
her premiership. Her policy package convulsed 
financial markets and forced an emergency inter-

vention by the Bank of England. 
One of the leaders of the awkward squad is for-

mer minister Grant Shapps, whom Truss unceremo-
niously sacked when she appointed her new cabi-
net. Shapps said the speech, and the next 10 days, 
were crucial if Truss wants to avoid a no-confi-
dence vote by Tory MPs-mere months since they 
dumped Johnson. 

 
‘What a great week!’  

As it was, the speech broke no new policy 
ground, but recapped Truss’s life story and her 
low-tax, anti-European Union, patriotic mantra. It 
avoided the gaffes that made a 2014 conference 
speech by Truss go viral. 

Then environment minister, she delivered a stilt-
ing and surreal turn in praise of British pork and 
cheese. But while no disgrace, her leader’s speech 
did showcase some of the traits that make Truss 
such a wooden orator. 

She smiled oddly at serious moments, then 
looked oddly determined in lighter sections. Eyes 

staring, leaning forward, she declared her three pri-
orities were “growth, growth, growth”. Tentative 
applause built from the hall when she praised 
Kwasi Kwarteng as her “dynamic” chancellor of the 
exchequer. 

And she continued to speak before finally realis-
ing that it was a moment to pause and let the party 
give its approval of the embattled minister after a 
disastrous few days. On Tuesday, Truss failed three 
times to declare she trusted Kwarteng-one of a 
series of car-crash moments that this week made 
the Tories look more like the perpetually faction-
ridden Labour party than the Western world’s most 
successful political force. 

Many delegates admitted as much, and many left 
Birmingham on Tuesday to beat a national rail 
strike in Britain. A few empty seats dotted the back 
of the convention hall. Tory chairman Jake Berry 
was the first warm-up act for Truss, and gamely 
tried to inject confidence despite polls showing 
Labour in a commanding lead and Truss seen her-
self as “incompetent” and “useless”. — AFP 

BIRMINGHAM, United Kingdom: Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss and her husband Hugh O’Leary wave to 
applauding delegates as they leave after delivering her keynote address on the final day of the annual 
Conservative Party Conference in Birmingham. — AFP

Biden heads into  
Florida hurricane  
clean-up zone  

 
WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden makes a 
politically charged visit Wednesday to inspect 
the aftermath of deadly Hurricane Ian in Florida 
while also presenting a united front despite bit-
ter disagreements with Republican critic and 
potential 2024 opponent, Governor Ron 
DeSantis. 

Authorities say at least 76 people —  more 
than 100 according to US television networks 
citing local officials-died in one of the most 
powerful storms to hit the United States. The 
Category 4 hurricane flattened whole neigh-
borhoods on the Sunshine State’s west coast, 
knocking out power for millions of people, with 
hundreds of thousands still waiting for electric-
ity to be restored Tuesday, and then tore up 
into North Carolina. 

For Biden, who visited hurricane-hit Puerto 
Rico on Monday, the Florida trip also has an 
inescapable political dimension, taking him into 
the stronghold of both DeSantis and Biden’s 
scandal-plagued predecessor in the White 
House, Donald Trump. 

The Democrat, who says he wants to seek a 
second term despite already being the oldest 
man ever in the job at 79, could realistically end 
up facing a rematch with Trump in two years or 
a challenge from the up-and-coming DeSantis. 

DeSantis has been a caustic critic, as he 
builds his brand of muscular right-wing politics 
in a bid to replace Trump as the biggest name 
in the Republican party. Biden has returned fire, 
painting DeSantis as part of what he says in an 
increasingly extreme right. The hurricane, how-
ever, has prompted a truce, with phone calls 
between the two men and acknowledgement 
from DeSantis that the federal government was 
quick to provide assistance. — AFP 
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He added that the new Cabinet does not have 

enough political experience. 
The new Cabinet retained Interior Minister 

Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah and Finance 
Minister Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid. Rana Al-Fares 
kept her post as Minister of State for Municipal 
Affairs and Minister of State for Communications, 
while Mohammed Al-Fares, the former oil minister, 
was kept as Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs. 

Information Minister Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi 
also retained his post. New faces include Defense 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al-Sabah and Oil 
Minister Hussein Ismail, a top oil executive. Mazen 
Al-Nahedh, a businessman, was appointed as 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, while Dr 
Ahmad Al-Awadhi was named Health Minister. 
Khalifa Al-Humaidha was appointed Minister of 
State for National Assembly Affairs and Minister of 
State for Housing. Huda Al-Shayji, the second 
woman in the Cabinet along with Rana Al-Fares, 
was named Minister of Social Affairs and 
Development and Minister of State for Women and 

Childhood Affairs, while Muthanna Al-Refai was 
appointed Minister of Education. Mohammad 
Buzabar was appointed Minister of Justice and 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

Earlier, Sheikh Ahmad’s appointment was wel-
comed by opposition MPs, who have a clear 
majority in the house. MP Abdulwahab Al-Essa 
called on the premier to form a national salva-
tion government to take Kuwait out of its trou-
bles, insisting that ministers should be selected 
on the basis of competence and not due to polit-
ical reasons. 

MP Thamer Al-Suwait welcomed the premier’s 
appointment and called on him to select a strong 
team for the Cabinet and submit a reform-orient-
ed program of action for the new Cabinet. MP 
Saifi Al-Saifi called on the prime minister to sub-
mit a program of action that responds to the 
needs of the people. He added that not much time 
is left because the country has been exhausted by 
previous Cabinets. 

Meanwhile, two former MPs who lost the elec-
tions on Sept 29 have challenged the results of the 
elections before the constitutional court, claiming 
there were calculation errors in the counting of 
votes. Candidate Ahmad Al-Otaibi from the fifth 
constituency also submitted a similar challenge. 
Several losing candidates have alleged there were 
major errors in counting the votes, which made 
them lose. They are demanding a recount of votes 
to rectify the alleged mistakes.

Amir calls to 
adhere to law...
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 energy-fueled inflation. Saudi Arabia’s energy 

minister, Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, said the car-
tel’s priority was “to maintain a sustainable oil mar-
ket” following its first in-person meeting since 
March 2020. 

But the move drew a swift rebuke from US 
President Joe Biden, who had made a controversial 
trip to Saudi Arabia in July in part to lobby for a 
boost in oil production as Americans faced rising 
prices at fuel stations. The timing is also bad for 
Biden’s political agendas it comes ahead of US 
midterm elections next month. 

“The president is disappointed by the short-
sighted decision by OPEC+,” National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan and top economic advisor 
Brian Deese said in a statement. The supply cut 
will hit countries “already reeling” from high prices 
while “the global economy is dealing with the con-
tinued negative impact” of Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, the statement said. 

OPEC+ decided to slash its output as oil prices 
fell below $90 per barrel in recent months over 
concerns about the global economy, after soaring to 
$140 in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
earlier this year. The international benchmark, Brent 
North Sea crude, was up almost two percent at 
$93.41 following Wednesday’s announcement. 

The oil production cut could give sanctions-hit 
Russia a boost ahead of a European Union ban on 
most of its crude exports later this year and as the 
Group of Seven wealthy democracies mull a cap on 
the country’s oil prices. Russian deputy prime min-
ister Alexander Novak, who is under US sanctions 
and attended the OPEC+ meeting, said a price cap 
would have a “detrimental effect” on the global oil 
sector. He warned that Russian companies would 
“not supply oil to those countries” that introduce 
such a cap. 

Collectively known as OPEC+, the alliance dras-
tically slashed output by almost 10 million barrels 

per day (bpd) in April 2020 to reverse a massive 
drop in crude prices caused by COVID lockdowns. 
OPEC+ began to raise production last year after 
the market improved. Output returned to pre-pan-
demic levels this year, but only on paper as some 
members have struggled to meet their quotas. The 
group agreed last month on a small, symbolic cut of 
100,000 bpd from October, the first in more than a 
year. Consumer countries had pushed for months 
for OPEC+ to open taps more widely to bring down 
prices, but the group ignored them again. 

“Knowing that Russia is willing to cut output, the 
move could also be perceived as another escalation 
of the geopolitical tensions” between Moscow and 
the West, said Ipek Ozkardeskaya, a Swissquote 
bank analyst, ahead of the meeting. Biden travelled 
to Saudi Arabia in July in part to convince the king-
dom to loosen the production taps. The trip saw 
Biden meet Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
despite his promise to make Riyadh a “pariah” fol-
lowing the 2018 killing of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi. 

Whi le  the cut  was not  welcomed by the 
United States, several OPEC+ nations have 
struggled to meet their quotas in the first place. 
The next ministerial OPEC meeting will be on 
Dec 4. In recent months, the cartel and its part-
ners met online each month.  — AFP 

OPEC+ agrees 
major cut, Biden...

VIENNA: Representatives of OPEC member countries, 
including Kuwaiti Oil Minister Mohammed Al-Fares, 
attend a press conference on Oct 5, 2022. — AFP  

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates’ first pur-
pose-built Hindu temple opened in Dubai on 
Tuesday, providing a place of worship and sup-
port network for the large Indian community 
including migrant laborers. The large white mar-
ble building with Indian as well as Emirati archi-
tectural flourishes sits in the officially Islamic 

country’s Jebel Ali port district, which is also 
home to churches and a Sikh temple. 

Thousands of South Asian workers live in labor 
camps nearby and will be provided with special 
buses to allow them to visit the 2,300 sq m temple 
and its community center. Committee member Raju 
Shroff, who runs a textiles business, said it was the 
realization of his father’s five-decade dream to open 
a dedicated temple in Dubai. 

“It’s an amazing feeling because it’s a dream 
come true, at least for my father, who’s been in this 
country since 1960,” he told AFP. “I got involved in 
this project only five years ago, but he’s been on it 
for five decades. So the journey has been quite 
(long),” added Shroff. — AFP 

Ornate Hindu 
temple opens 
doors in UAE 


