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Snooker star sees 
silver lining to HK 
COVID rules

H
ong Kong’s stringent coronavirus
rules found an unlikely fan in visit-
ing snooker legend Ronnie

O’Sullivan, though he and other top
players still needed help navigating the
city’s contact tracing mobile app. “For
me sometimes, I like the restrictions...
you don’t have to hobnob with people,
with crowds. It’s just a quiet l ife,”
O’Sullivan told AFP at a Wednesday
press conference. The seven-time world
champion, along with five top interna-
tional players, landed in the Chinese
finance hub for the four-day Hong Kong
Masters, which begins Thursday.

Hong Kong has begun relaxing some
of its pandemic restrictions, which fol-
lowed a looser version of China’s zero-
COVID strategy but were still among the
strictest in the world. The city scrapped
its unpopular mandatory hotel quaran-
tine last month but visitors are barred
from restaurants and bars for the first
three days after arrival. Departing from
his usual irreverent tone, O’Sullian said
he “respected” the rules and even man-
aged to find a silver lining, saying they
eliminated distractions. “When you play
sport, you just want to be left alone in
the quiet and allowed to play your
game.”

But local snooker star Marco Fu post-
ed on Facebook that he spent the better
part of an hour teaching the world’s top
players how to use Hong Kong’s contact
tracing app, which is mandatory for
entering restaurants and bars and many
public venues. Four-time world champi-
on John Higgins said the need to wear
face masks in Hong Kong brought back
bad memories of pandemic-era life in
Britain.

“It’s just something you have to put
up with,” Higgins said. “Hopefully life (in
Hong Kong) can become a little bit less
stressful.” The tournament is marking its
return after a five-year absence, and
organizers are eager to bill it as Hong
Kong’s first major international sports
event since the pandemic began.
Vincent Law, who chairs the Hong Kong
Billiard Sports Control Council, said the
event benefited from the scrapping of
hotel quarantine even though the policy
U-turn left organizers scrambling.—AFP

Loretta Lynn,
country music
luminary dies 

L
oretta Lynn, America’s groundbreak-
ing country titan whose frank lyri-
cism delving into women’s experi-

ences with sex, infidelity and pregnancy
touched the nerve of a nation, has died.
She was 90 years old. She “passed
peacefully in her sleep” at her ranch in
Tennessee Tuesday morning, her family
said in a statement sent to AFP.

Lynn saw a number of her edgy tracks
banned by country music stations, but
over the course of more than six decades
in the business, she became a standard-
bearer of the genre and its most decorat-
ed female artist ever. Born Loretta Webb
on April 14, 1932 in small-town Kentucky,
Lynn was the eldest daughter in an
impoverished family of eight kids, a child-
hood she immortalized in her iconic track
“Coal Miner’s Daughter”-a staple on lists
of all-time best songs.

“We were poor but we had love /
That’s the one thing that daddy made
sure of,” Lynn sang in the hit recorded in
1970 — later the theme song for a 1980
movie about her life starring Sissy
Spacek, who won an Oscar for the role.
At just 15 the artist married Oliver Vanetta
Lynn, who she remained married to for
nearly 50 years until his death in 1996.
They moved to a logging community in
Washington state, and Lynn gave birth to
four children before the age of 20, adding
twins to the family not long after.

An admirer of his wife’s voice, her hus-
band bought Lynn a guitar in the early
1950s. The self-taught musician went on
to pen lyrics inspired by her own early
experiences as a married woman and her
oft-tumultuous relationship, the nascent
days of a prolific career that would see
the artist release dozens of albums. She
started her own band, Loretta and the
Trailblazers, and began playing bar sets
before cutting her first record-”I’m a
Honky Tonk Girl” in 1960.

Her twang was warm and languid but
Lynn’s lyrics were anything but: she sang
with searing precision of marriage’s grow-
ing pains and gave voice to issues facing
women that had long been kept quiet.
“Most songwriters tended to write about
falling in love, breaking up and being
alone, things like that,” Lynn told The Wall
Street Journal in 2016. “The female view
I wrote about was new.” “I just wrote

about what I knew, and what I knew usu-
ally involved something that somebody
did to me.”

‘The Pill’ 
The Lynns began touring nationwide

to promote the singer’s work to radio sta-
tions, and she made her debut at the sto-
ried Grand Ole Opry in 1960, going on to
become one of the Nashville institution’s
most acclaimed acts.

“Our Opry family turns to music when
words fail. Thank you for all you’ve given
to the Opry, @LorettaLynn,” the show
tweeted. During her early years in the
industry, she found a friend and mentor in
Patsy Cline, one of the 20th century’s
most influential singers who died in a
plane crash in 1963 at age 30. She also
forged a longstanding creative partner-
ship with Conway Twitty, with whom she
formed one of country’s classic duet acts.

Lynn released a steady stream of hit
singles, including 1966’s “Dear Uncle
Sam”-one of the era’s first tracks to docu-
ment the tragedy of the Vietnam War.
That same year she put out “You Ain’t
Woman Enough (To Take My Man),”
which made her the first woman in coun-
try to pen a number one hit. In 1969, she
released one of her most controversial
songs, “Wings Upon Your Horns,” which
describes through religious metaphor a
teenager losing her virginity.

But her runaway success continued
and she dominated the 1970s with hits
such as “Fist City”-a stern warning to her
cheating husband’s lover-and 1972’s
“Rated X,” which triggered an outcry in
discussing the stigmas faced by
divorced women. In 1975, she released
“The Pill,” which praised the freedoms of
birth control. “When I’d put out a record,
they’d say, ‘Uh oh, another dirty song.’
‘Rated X’? They thought that was going
to be bad. But hey, it sold. ‘One’s on the
Way’? They thought that song would
really be dirty,” she told Billboard in
2015. “But everything I sang about was
everyday living.”

In 1988, Lynn was inducted into the
Country Music Hall of Fame as one of its
most storied legends. She won virtually
every arts honor available, including the
prestigious Presidential Medal of
Freedom. Despite the progressive airs of
her music, Lynn would insist her clearly
political art had “no politics.” She leaned
Republican most of her life, frequently
performing for and supporting right-wing
candidates-including Donald Trump in
2016 — even as she also voiced support
for Democrats like Jimmy Carter.—AFP

Australia lists small 
wallaby among new 
endangered species

A
ustralia listed a small wallaby and
the grey snake among 15 new
threatened species on Tuesday as

it launched a zero-extinction plan for its
unique wildlife. Many of Australia’s
species are clinging to existence, their
habitats shrinking from human activity and
extreme events such as the 2019-2020
Black Summer bushfires, wildlife groups
say.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
government announced a new 10-year
scheme to try and halt the slide into
extinction of 110 “priority species” and
shield 20 “priority places” from further
degradation. It aims to prevent any new
extinctions of plants and animals while
conserving at least 30 percent of
Australia’s land mass. Wildlife groups
blame Australia’s poor record in protecting
its unique species largely on habitat
destruction, accelerated by global warm-
ing and resulting extreme weather.

The Black Summer fires burned
through 5.8 million hectares in eastern
Australia and killed or displaced an esti-
mated 1-3 billion animals. “The Black
Summer bushfires in particular have seen
devastating results for many species. We
are determined to give wildlife a better
chance,” said Environment Minister Tanya
Plibersek. “Listing species as threatened
under national environment law is a criti-
cal step in protecting the species and
habitats in need of urgent help.”

‘Extinction capital’ 
Australia’s attempts to protect its

wildlife had not worked so far, the minister
added. “Australia is the mammal extinc-
tion capital of the world,” she said. Among
the 15 plants and animals listed as threat-

ened are the vulnerable small parma wal-
laby, which faces danger from bushfires
and predators, the endangered mildly
venomous grey snake of Queensland,
and the endangered small wingless
matchstick grasshopper, which is sensi-
tive to drought and frequent bushfires.
Wildlife groups welcomed the govern-
ment’s goal of preventing any new plant
or animal extinctions.

The objective “is ambitious but essen-
tial if future generations of Australians are
to see animals like koalas, mountain
pygmy possums, greater gliders and gang
gang cockatoos,” said the Australian
Conservation Foundation’s nature pro-
gram manager Basha Stasak. “Stopping
the destruction of wildlife habitat is the key
to achieving this objective.” Stasak called
on the government to strengthen national
environment law, saying it had failed to
protect animals, plants and ecosystems.
Scientists had estimated the cost of tack-
ling Australia’s “extinction crisis” at 1.69
billion Australian dollars ($1 billion) a year,
Stasak said.

‘Downward spiral’ 
A five-yearly State of the Environment

report released in July painted a picture of
wildlife devastation on land and sea. It cit-
ed the clearing of millions of hectares of
primary forest and mass coral bleaching
on the Great Barrier Reef caused by
marine heatwaves. WWF-Australia called
for investment in recovery plans for all
threatened species. 

“Australia’s wildlife and wild places
have been on a dangerous downward
spiral,” said WWF-Australia chief conser-
vation officer Rachel Lowry. She wel-
comed Australia’s target of zero new
extinctions, saying it matched the goals of
New Zealand and European Union mem-
ber countries. Lowry pressed the govern-
ment to set out and fund a recovery plan
for the more than 1,900 threatened
species in Australia. “This plan picks 110
winners,” she said. —AFP

A
merican Barry Sharpless on
Wednesday became only the fifth
person ever to win a second

Nobel Prize, two decades after being
awarded his first. AFP looks at the four
other people who received the illustrious
award twice for their services to
mankind:

Marie Curie (1903, 1911) 
The mother of modern physics was

the first woman ever to win not one, but
two, Nobel prizes for her seminal discov-
eries in physics and chemistry. Born
Maria Sklodowska in Poland, Curie
moved to Paris as a student and is
famed for having isolated the elements

of polonium and radium as well as for
promoting radium to alleviate suffering.
In 1903, she was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Physics, along with her husband
Pierre Curie and French physicist
Antoine Henri Becquerel for their
research into spontaneous radiation. A
second Nobel followed in 1911, this time
for chemistry, when Curie was honoured
alone for her work on radioactivity.

Linus Pauling (1954, 1962) 
Linus Pauling, the US chemist who

posited that huge doses of vitamin C can
ward off the common cold, is the only
person to have been awarded two
unshared Nobel Prizes - the 1954 Nobel

Prize in Chemistry and the 1962 Nobel
Peace Prize. Pauling won his first Nobel
in 1954 for his work in molecular chem-
istry, particularly in the field of proteins
and anti-bodies. His second award came
eight years later in 1962 was in recogni-
tion for his campaigning against nuclear
testing.

John Bardeen (1956, 1972) 
US engineer John Bardeen shared

the Nobel Prize in Physics twice. In
1956, he and two colleagues at Bell
Labs, Will iam Shockley and Walter
Brattain, won for inventing the transistor,
which revolutionized the field of electron-
ics by leading to smaller and cheaper

radios, calculators and computers,
amongst other objects. In 1972, he
picked up his second Nobel for develop-
ing the BSC-theory of superconductivity,
with fellow American physicists Leon
Cooper and John Robert Schrieffer.

Frederick Sanger (1958, 1980)
British biochemist Frederick Sanger,

dubbed the father of genomics, was the
only person to win the chemistry Nobel
twice. Sanger was the sole winner of the
prize in 1958 for his work on the struc-
ture of proteins, notably insulin, and then
shared it with two others, Paul Berg and
Walter Gilbert of the United States, in
1980 for pioneering developments in

DNA sequencing that are still being used
today. His work allowed long stretches of
DNA to be rapidly and accurately
sequenced and was central to the
Human Genome Project’s mammoth
achievement in mapping more than
three billion units of human DNA.

ICRC and UNHCR
Two organizations have won multiple

Nobel Peace Prizes. The International
Committee of the Red Cross won in
1917, 1944 and 1963 and the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees won in 1954 and 1981.— AFP 

A staff member holds a wallaby at the Eden
Meerkat Friends animal cafe in Seoul.

A one-month-old wallaby peeks out of its
mother’s pouch at the Amneville zoo.

A display shows the winners of the 2022 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, US’s Carolyn Bertozzi (left)
and Barry Sharpless (right), together with Denmark’s Morten Meldal during a press confer-
ence at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, on October 5, 2022. 

Members of the Nobel Committee for Chemistry (Center left to right) Chair Professor of Theoretical Chemistry Johan Aqvist and Secretary
General of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences Hans Ellegren listen to Professor in Chemistry Olof Ramstrom (unseen) during a press con-
ference to announce the winners of the 2022 Nobel Prize in Chemistry at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, on October 5,
2022. — AFP photos

In this file photo, Loretta Lynn performs during the 16th Annual Americana Music Festival &
Conference at Ascend Amphitheater in Nashville, Tennessee. — AFP 

World No1 and seven-time world champion
Ronnie OíSullivan demonstrates during a
snooker lesson at the newly opened Ronnie
O’Sullivan academy in Singapore.— AFP 

Chris Coupland, a senior keeper at ‘Devils @ Cradle’, feeds a wallaby leg to a Tasmanian devil
at the refuge that maintains a disease-free insurance population of devils while allowing
tourists to see the elusive marsupial up close, in Cradle Mountain in Australia’s island state of
Tasmania. — AFP photos


