
SUZUKA: Red Bull ’s flying Dutchman Max
Verstappen has another chance to clinch his sec-
ond consecutive world championship when the
Japanese Grand Prix returns at Suzuka this week-
end after a three-year absence because of COVID.
The runaway leader failed to secure the title at last
weekend’s rain-affected Singapore Grand Prix, but
he will do it in Japan if he wins and nearest rival
Charles Leclerc finishes lower than second.

Verstappen is 104 points ahead and he needs
to extend that to 112 points over the field to claim
the championship after Sunday’s race. Simply put,
if Verstappen gains eight points on Leclerc and
six on teammate Sergio Perez, who won in
Singapore, he will be only the third driver after
Michael Schumacher and Sebastian Vettel to
clinch the title with four races to spare. History
appears to be on the 25-year-old’s side, with 12
Formula One world champions having been

crowned at the Japanese Grand Prix.
“This is not where we want to be but we move

on to Japan,” Verstappen said after a rollercoaster
wet-dry race in Singapore where he finished sev-
enth to end his five-race winning streak.
Verstappen has never won in Japan and will aim to
bounce back from a frustrating race under the
lights of Singapore, where he finished seventh after
starting eighth on the grid. A fuelling blunder in
qualifying left him seething and gave him too much
work to do on the tight Marina Bay street circuit,
where overtaking was extremely difficult.

That will be less of a problem at Suzuka, on a
circuit characterized by sweeping bends and dra-
matic elevation changes. Weather forecasts suggest
the race could be another wet one, after a heavy
rain storm delayed the start of the Singapore Grand
Prix for more than an hour. The Japanese Grand
Prix has not been held since 2019 because of the

pandemic, when it was won by Valtteri Bottas in a
Mercedes, and it will likely take more than rain to
dampen the enthusiasm of fans and drivers.

Budget brouhaha
Casting a shadow over the race in Japan will be

the investigation from the governing body FIA into
2021 team spending. Rival teams claimed at the
Singapore Grand Prix that Red Bull and Aston
Martin had spent more than the $145 million cost
cap that was introduced last season to make racing
more competitive. A furious Red Bull chief Christian
Horner blasted the claims as “fictitious” and threat-
ened legal action, while the FIA said they were
“unsubstantiated” as they still had to conclude their
investigation.

The FIA are due to release their findings in a
report later Wednesday. Should any team exceed
the cost cap then there are a range of penalties

available, from fines for “minor” breaches of the
cap all the way up to points deductions and dis-
qualification from the championship for a serious
“material” breach. If Red Bull are found to have
broken the rules, it would cast a further shadow
over Verstappen’s first world title, won in contro-
versial circumstances in the final race of 2021 in
Abu Dhabi.

By contrast, this year’s fight is all but over, and
it is a question of when, not if, the dominant
Dutchman, who has won 11 of 17 races, will be
declared champion again. Verstappen will clinch
the championship if he wins in Japan and takes the
bonus point for the fastest lap, regardless of
where Leclerc finishes. He can wrap it up even if
he does not win Sunday’s race, although another
finish outside the top six would see the fight con-
tinue to the United States Grand Prix in Austin in
a fortnight’s time. — AFP 
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Kuwait Girls
Gymnastics team
win second place
KUWAIT: Kuwait Girls Gymnastics team won sec-
ond place and the silver medal in the Arab Juniors
Gymnastics Championship being held in Wahran,
Algeria. The hosts Algeria won first place while
Jordan took third. Kuwait’s Gymnast Fatima Al-
Nama won 5 silver medals in the floor exercise, bal-
ance beam, parallel bars, pommel horse and individ-
ual general gymnastics - raising the team’s medals
to six. President of Arab and Kuwait Gymnastics
Associations Fahad Al-Soula commended Kuwait’s
achievement and congratulated Fatima Al-Nama on
her performance. He thanked the organizing com-
mittee and the Algerian Association for their efforts.

Rugby players 
face increased
MND risk
LONDON: Rugby chiefs must take urgent
action to reduce head injuries after a study indi-
cated that former international players are 15
times more likely to develop motor neurone dis-
ease, researchers said Tuesday. Academics, who
studied a cohort of former Scottish internation-
als, found that, overall, the ex-players were
about 2.5 times more likely to develop neurode-
generative disease than expected, compared to
members of the general population. Multiple
studies have shown a link between brain injuries
and an increased risk of developing neurode-
generative disease, and that ex-professional
athletes are at an increased risk of developing
such conditions.

As concerns grow, a group of former play-
ers has decided to sue various governing bod-
ies for allegedly failing to protect them from
permanent injury. In the latest research, a team
led by the University of Glasgow compared
health outcomes among 412 male, Scottish, for-
mer international rugby players with over
1,200 matched individuals from the general
population.

The results, published in the Journal of
Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry,
showed that while age at death was slightly
higher among former players, they were also at
higher risk of a neurodegenerative disease
diagnosis compared to their matched controls.
The risk varies by sub-type, but not by player
position. As well as the higher risk of developing
motor neurone disease, the risk of Parkinson’s
disease is three times greater.

“This study provides further insight into the
association between contact sports and neu-
rodegenerative disease risk,” said Glasgow con-
sultant neuropathologist Willie Stewart, who led
the research team. “Of particular concern are
the data on motor neurone disease risk among
our rugby players, which is even higher than
that for former professional footballers. This
finding requires immediate research attention.”

The Motor Neurone Disease Association
says the disease affects up to 5,000 adults in
the UK at any one time, with a 1 in 300 risk of
getting MND across a lifetime. The researchers
said the paper’s findings echo those of previous
studies of former professional football players
and American football players but point out
most of the rugby players studied were ama-
teurs, playing before the sport turned profes-
sional in 1995. They said this showed the risks
were not confined to professional athletes.

Professional risks 
Stewart, whose previous research showed

ex-professional footballers had a significantly
higher risk of dying from neurodegenerative
disease than the general population, said he was
concerned that rugby players faced even more
risks in the professional era with an increasing
number of matches being played.

“Rugby has talked a lot and is doing a lot
about head injury management and talking
about whether it can reduce impact exposure
during the week,” he said. “I think those conver-
sations have gone on a while and the pace of
progress is pretty slow.” He added: “Instead of
talking about extending seasons and introduc-
ing new competitions and global seasons they
should be talking about restricting it as much as
possible, cutting back on the amount of rugby
we’re seeing and getting rid of as much training
as possible.”

Stewart said rapid strides had been made in
American football, highlighting the reduction
in contact training. “I think rugby could be
speeding up this pace of change,” he said. “I
know it’s tough to think of about there being
less rugby rather than more but maybe less is
more. “Maybe you get a better-quality prod-
uct if the players are less damaged and fitter
rather than depending purely on quantity. “So
I think rugby has to think about it. You can’t
continue to put young men and women
through what they’ve been through now we
know from the amateur era there’s this risk of
brain disease.” —AFP 

Arab basketball
clubs’ championship
begins
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The second round of the Arab men
basketball clubs’ championship will kick off on
Thursday with six matches. Sixteen clubs from 11
countries are participating in the tournament that
continues until Oct 15. Al-Riyadhi (Lebanon) meets
Al-Gharrafa (Qatar) at 3:00 pm. At 5:00 pm, Ahli
Benghazi (Libya) play Ittihad Alexandria (Egypt).
The third match will be between Ahli Aleppo
(Syria) and the hosts Kuwait Club at 7:00 pm. 

Meanwhile, Beirut (Lebanon) will meet Widad
Boufarik (Algeria) at 3:00 pm, followed by Kazma
with Ahli (Bahrain) at 5:00 pm, then at 7:00 pm
Sadd (Qatar) will play Bashaer (Oman). Kuwait
Club is expected to have an easy match against
Aleppo, as players are ready, in addition to having
signed excellent professional players, but they
should be wary of surprises. Al-Ahli is more pre-
pared and at same level of Kazma, although
Kazma have the advantage of playing at home and
have a good fan backing.

In a rare move, Al-Gharrafa signed a contract

with Kuwait basketball coach Talal Al-Qallaf to
lead the team during the championship, because
their coach Qusai Hatim of Iraq was not able to
travel to Kuwait. Meanwhile, the technical com-
mittee of the Arab Basketball Association held
its meeting with all participating clubs in the
presence of Secretary General Abdullah Shalabi
and head of the Higher Organizing Committee
Bader  Al-Osaimi . Shalabi  lauded the good
organization and professionalism of the organ-
izing committee, adding al l  procedures are
going smoothly, and expected this champi-
onship to be the best at both the technical and
organizational levels.

South Africa shine 
in third T20; India 
win series
INDORE: South Africa’s Rilee Rossouw on
Tuesday called his maiden Twenty20 international
century coming against a “world class” India “spe-
cial” after he helped the tourists to a consolation
49-run win in the third match. The left-handed
Rossouw, who came into his 21st T20 for South
Africa on the back of two ducks, made an unbeaten
100 in 48 balls to steer the team to 227-3 after
being invited to bat first in Indore. South African
bowlers then combined to bowl out India for 178 in
18.3 overs, but the hosts took the three-match series
2-1 - their first ever against the Proteas at home-
after winning the first two matches.

It was the last match for both the teams ahead of
the T20 World Cup in Australia starting later this
month and the 32-year-old Rossouw made it count
for the tourists. “(India are) a world class side, I
would say, it (the knock) was special,” man of the
match Rossouw said of his ton against the top-
ranked T20 team in the world. “It is something that
you dream of as a cricketer, to score a hundred in
front of a packed crowd and I am glad I could con-
tribute for the winning side tonight.”

Quinton de Kock, who hit 68 off 43 balls, and
Rossouw put on 89 for the second wicket after skip-
per Temba Bavuma, who got ducks in the two losses,
fell for three. Rossouw survived a dropped catch on
24 by Mohammed Siraj in the deep as the ball
popped out of his hands for a six. De Kock made his
second successive fifty with a hit over the fence off
Umesh Yadav. The pair hit eight sixes between them
before the partnership ended with De Kock’s run out
in his attempt to steal a second run.

India’s bowling woes 
Rossouw, who hit eight sixes, then got going with

Tristan Stubbs in another big partnership of 87 and
surpassed his previous best of 96 not out to reach
his hundred in 48 balls. Stubbs, who was warned by
pace bowler Deepak Chahar for backing up too far
at the non-striker’s end when on 13, made 23.

Rossouw finished unbeaten and David Miller, who
hit a 100 in the second T20, smacked three straight
sixes in the final over from Chahar to score an
unbeaten 19 off five balls. India captain Rohit Sharma
said bowling remains one of the things to be worked
upon before heading into the World Cup Down under.
“Areas of concerns, we have to look at our bowling,
what more options we can find in the powerplay, mid-
dle and death,” said Rohit whose side also beat
Australia 2-1 in a three-match T20 series last month.

“We were playing two quality sides, (we) have to
go back and see what we can do better. It will be
challenging and we need to find answers, still work-

ing towards that.” India’s chase started badly as they
lost two early wickets including Rohit for a duck
after the opener got an inside edge on to his stumps
from pace bowler Kagiso Rabada. Wicketkeeper-
batsman Rishabh Pant (27) and Dinesh Karthik (46)
attempted to revive the chase in an attacking part-
nership of 41 off 20 balls. 

Pant got out after hitting three fours and two
sixes in his 14-ball knock, but Karthik kept up the
charge. Left-arm spinner Keshav Maharaj denied
Karthik his fifty after the batsman attempted a
reverse scoop only to be bowled. The rest of the
batting, which missed Virat Kohli and KL Rahul
who were rested, failed to challenge the bowlers
apart from Chahar who made a valiant 31 of 17
balls. Fast bowler Dwaine Pretorius, who came in
for the rested Anrich Nortje, stood out with figures
of 3-26 in his 3.3 overs. — AFP 

INDORE: India’s cricketers celebrate with the trophy after winning the series at the end of the third and final
Twenty20 international cricket match between India and South Africa on October 4, 2022. —AFP 


