
NEW YORK: Recent test flights suggest the era of
electric airplanes is coming closer, but aviation experts
caution that achieving commercial use hinges on regu-
latory approval which has an unknowable timeframe.
Eviation Aircraft successfully completed a test flight in
Washington state last week, showcasing a plane the
company plans to begin delivering to airlines in 2027.
That came on the heels of an Icelandair flight in
August which carried Iceland’s president and prime
minister among its passengers.

Besides the benefit in eliminating carbon dioxide
emissions, electric airplane travel potentially means
less noise than conventional plane transport, as well as
eliminating the need for jet fuel, a major expense for
commercial airlines. Gregory Davis, chief executive of
Eviation, called last week’s test flight the start of “the
next era of aviation,” and said it offered a glimpse of
what “affordable, clean and sustainable aviation looks
and sounds like”. But industry experts speak of a hazy
timeframe before that future becomes reality, in part
because of murkiness over how quickly US air safety
authorities will move to greenlight new technology
from a seven-year old company with no operating his-
tory. Eviation is “stepping into some unknown areas as
far as how you certify and support electric aircraft,”
said Glenn McDonald, a principal at AeroDynamic
Advisory, a consultancy. While the 2027 timeframe for
the Eviation plane “could be realistic”, McDonald not-
ed that the Federal Aviation Administration has taken a
more painstaking approach to certifications since the
Boeing 737 MAX crashes in 2018 and 2019. The two-
seat Velis Electro, certified by the European Union
Aviation Safety Agency in 2020, is the only electric
plane currently cleared for service.

Michel Merluzeau, director of aerospace and
defense analysis at AIR consultancy, said the end of
the decade was probably a more realistic timeframe
than 2027 for the US market. “It’s fundamentally early
days,” said Merluzeau, adding that the FAA will only
approve the vehicle after exhaustive testing.

Much testing ahead
The Sept 27 test flight of Eviation’s “Alice” aircraft

was an eight-minute voyage that reached an altitude of
3,500 feet (1,065 m) on a sunny morning. The compa-
ny plans to produce a cargo plane, a six-seat “execu-
tive” version and a “commuter” model carrying up to
nine passengers on flights of up to 250 nautical miles.
Davis characterized the test plane as “prototype air-
craft built by hand.” The commercial version is expect-

ed to be the same size and weight, but with more
advanced battery technology. “We fully expect to have
our choice” of battery, Davis told AFP in an interview.

Among those closely watching the process is
Global Crossing Airlines Group, a Miami flight compa-
ny that has signed a letter of intent for 50 aircraft it
plans to fly in Florida, the Bahamas and the Caribbean.
Alice’s appeal stems from the savings in jet fuel costs,
said Ryan Goepel, chief financial officer at Global
Crossing, which has said it expects to begin receiving
planes in 2027. “We see this as a product that has a lot
of demand and really low operating costs,” Goepel
said, adding that the test flight represented a “huge
milestone.”

Davis said the next step will be to analyze flight
data, and the company expects to begin FAA testing in
2025, with commercial production also beginning that
year. The agency declined to comment directly on
Eviation, but a spokesman said, “speaking generally,
the FAA can certify these new aircraft through its
existing regulatory framework.” “Some certifications
could require the FAA to issue special conditions or
additional airworthiness criteria, depending on the
type of project,” the official said in an email.

Setting specific conditions is a typical response
from the FAA when addressing new technologies but
that process can “take a while”, said Waruna
Seneviratne of the National Institute for Aviation
Research at Wichita State University. Testing will be
extensive before the FAA allows the jet on the market
for the flying public, Seneviratne predicted. “The goal
is to find that one incident, one bad part that’s going to
take an airplane down,” he said.

Merluzeau said the fact Alice is a new plane rather
than an established model reconfigured with an elec-
tric engine amounts to “an incredibly complex assign-
ment” for the FAA. A lengthy, costly certification
process would be a challenge for the young firm. “How
do you survive long enough as a company when you
know the certification is going to take a long time?”
Merluzeau said. “How will they be able to do that when
they are burning through cash?”

Eviation is currently backed by the Clermont
Group, a Singapore private investment group chaired
by Richard Chandler, whose wealth is estimated by
Forbes at $2.6 billion. An Eviation spokeswoman said
the company “will be pursuing additional funding on
the path to certification and production”. — AFP 
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Hazy timeframe before electric
airplane era becomes a reality

MOSES LAKE, Washington: Eviation CEO Gregory Davis (left) and Chief Test Pilot Steve Crane take questions at a press
briefing after a successful test flight of Eviation’s all-electric aircraft “Alice” on Sept 27, 2022. — AFP 

US air safety authorities to take time to greenlight new technology

German car sales up
but picture bleak;
factory orders fall
FRANKFURT: German car sales rose in
September, official data showed Thursday, but ana-
lysts saw little reason to cheer as recession fears
overshadowed a long-awaited easing of supply
chain frictions. Almost 225,000 new cars hit the
roads last month, the KBA federal transport
authority said in a statement - a 14-percent
increase on a year earlier. But the jump mainly
reflected an “extremely weak” September last year
and a delivery backlog from the previous month,
the VDIK car importers’ federation said. VDIK
president Reinhard Zirpel said the picture over the
first three quarters of 2022 was “sobering”. “For
the first time ever, passenger car sales are below
two million units after nine months,” he said.

Auto manufacturers have for months had to deal
with supply issues, with shortages of key compo-
nents leading to intermittent production stops and
a slump in sales. EY analyst Peter Fuss said that
while the global shortage in semiconductors - used
in vehicles’ electronic systems - appeared to be
easing, car demand was likely to shrink in the com-
ing months as Germany braces for a recession and
inflation stands at historic highs.

“We should not expect a sweeping market
recovery in the coming year. Consumer sentiment
has reached a low point. Major purchases are
being postponed,” he said. On the bright side, sales
of fully electric vehicles continued their upward
trend, rising by 32 percent year-on-year.
Especially the “luxury e-car segment, where price
plays a smaller role, will keep booming,” Fuss pre-
dicted. Meanwhile, German industrial orders fell
more sharply than expected in August, official data
showed Thursday, as soaring energy costs caused
by the war in Ukraine take a toll on Europe’s eco-
nomic powerhouse. —AFP
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