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    News in brief

CBK issues new bonds 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  centra l  bank (CBK) 
announced new bonds and related Tawarruq 
valued at KD 240 million (around $792 mil-
lion). The new securities bear a maturity term 
of six months and a return rate of 3.750 per-
cent, said a CBK statement. Kuwait’s central 
bank last week issued the same value of 
bonds and tawarruq, with a similar return rate.  
 
 

Kuwait aviation resumes  
 
KUWAIT: Air  navigat ion via  Kuwait 
International Airport resumed as regular as of 
7:18 am on Monday after temporary stoppage 
due to fog. The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) said in a statement that 
flights were halted at 4:28 am as a result of 
low horizontal visibility recorded at less than 
100 meters, caused by dense fog.  
 
 

Arab League summit  
 
ALGIERS: Alger ian Foreign Minister 
Ramtane Lamamra on Sunday received 
Secretary-Genera l  of  the  Arab League 
Ahmad Aboul-Gheit to discuss the prepara-
tions for Algeria hosting of the Arab Summit, 
due on November 1-2. The talks dealt with 
agenda of the summit, the prospects of Arab 
joint action and collective response to current 
challenges, according to a statement from the 
Algerian Foreign Ministry. Both sides also 
mulled the latest developments of the political, 
security and economic situations in the Arab 
countries. Aboul-Gheit praised the regional 
role of  Algerian President Abdelmadj id 
Tebboune and his efforts that led to the recent 
s igning of  the Algiers Declarat ion on 
Palestinian national unity. —From KUNA

Steam overtakes Blizzard as most 
used gaming platform in Kuwait

By Ahmad Jabr 
 
KUWAIT: Steam overtook Blizzard as the most 
used video games distribution service in Kuwait 
according to latest government figures. Statistics 
for the third quarter of 2022 released by the 
Communication and Information Technology 

Regulatory Authority (CITRA) Monday revealed 
that Valve’s Steam Service PC gaming app ranks 
ahead of Blizzard Games, Roblox, PlayStation 
Network and other apps in internet capacity con-
sumption in Kuwait. Blizzard Games had led the 
ranking in the second quarter. Meanwhile, 
Facebook remained the most used social media 

app in Kuwait during the third quarter of 2022, 
ahead of Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram and 
Odnoklassniki, respectively. Notably, the CITRA 
statistics classify TikTok as a streaming app and 
rank it as the most used streaming service in 
Kuwait ahead of YouTube, Netflix and Twitch, 
respectively.

Most used gaming apps in Q3 2022 Most used social media apps in Q3 2022 Most used streaming apps in Q3 2022

Australian University  
receives Ambassador 
designate Kelly  

 
KUWAIT: The newly appointed Australian 
Ambassador-designate to Kuwait, Her Excellency 
Melissa Kelly, visited the Australian University (AU) 
to meet its executive management and be intro-
duced to its offerings and facilities. HE Melissa 
Kelly is a foreign and trade policy professional with 
over 15 years of experience in diplomacy, interna-
tional negotiations, and international law.  

Prior to being selected as Ambassador-designate 
in the Australian Embassy of Kuwait, she held the 
positions of First Secretary at the Australian 
Embassy at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 2019 to 
2022, Acting Deputy Ambassador at the Australian 
Embassy in Amman, Jordan, during 2017, and First 
Secretary at the Australian High Commission in 
Islamabad, Pakistan.  

Kelly was welcomed to the University by Prof 
Isam Zabalawi, AU President, in his office in a meet-
ing also attended by Dr Usameh Jamali, AU Board 
of Trustees member. During the meeting, Prof 
Zabalawi and the Ambassador-designate discussed 
the trends of the higher education sector in the two 
countries along with possible opportunities for fur-
ther collaboration.  

Prof Zabalawi also presented HE Kelly with an 
overview of AU’s teaching, learning, research, and 
service to community activities. Afterwards, HE 

Kelly was further welcomed by other senior mem-
bers of management. Following the welcome 
meetings, Kelly was given a tour of the AU campus 
by Johanne Flynn, Manager of International 
Relations, where she was shown around the vari-
ous buildings and facilities. At the conclusion of 
the visit, Prof Zabalawi thanked the Ambassador-
designate for the robust relationship between AU 
and the Australian Embassy in Kuwait which con-
tinues to open a wealth of opportunities across a 
range of academic and professional activities and 
events. 

It ’s  worth mentioning that the Austral ian 
University has kept a close relationship with the 
Australian Embassy, and it often collaborated with 
former ambassadors, being guests of honor in 
many of the University’s events, them working to 
foster AU’s relationship with Central Queensland 
University and Engineers Australia, giving speech-
es in University conferences and exhibitions, and 
holding positions as judges in University organ-
ized competitions, and as such the University 
looks forward to a positive relationship and future 
collaboration with Kelly. 

Kuwait Theatrical  
Festival kicks off  

 
KUWAIT: The National Council for Culture, 
Arts and Letters declared on Monday it would 
kick off the 22nd edition of Kuwait Theatrical 
Festival under sponsorship of Minister of 
Information and Culture Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi 
on October 20 and proceed until October 29. The 
NCCAL acting secretary general Dr Issa Al-
Ansari said at a news conference that His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah has constantly devot-
ed care for the cultural sector.  

Al-Mutairi is also the Minister of State for 
Youth and NCCAL Chairperson. Al-Ansari also 
noted that Kuwait is proud of its theatrical works 

for addressing social issues. The assistant under-
secretary for arts at the council, Faleh Al-Mutairi, 
for his part, said the forthcoming session would 
feature competition among six theatrical works, 
namely ‘Al-Hajeen,’ ‘Lenashrab Al-Kahwa,’ and 
‘Tahera.’  —KUNA

OPEC decision  
‘not politics’  
 
ALGIERS: Secretary-General of OPEC Haitham 
Al-Ghais said the recent decision to reduce oil pro-
duction followed study of the performance of world 
economy “away from politics.” “The study of the 
economic outlook for 2023 showed that demand for 
oil would decline, so it was necessary to make a 
precautionary decision to cut the glut,” he said, 
noting that the decision was unanimously made.  

Al-Ghais made the press remarks after his 
ta lks  with Alger ian Pres ident  Abdelmadj id 
Tebboune and Minister of Energy and Mining 
Mohammad Arkab. OPEC’s decisions do not tar-
get  pr ices , he  sa id , c i t ing as  evidence the 
decline of prices following the agreement to 
reduce production on October 5 compared with 
previous price levels. “These decisions, includ-
ing the recent one to cut production by two mil-
lion barrels per day, are always unanimously 
made and aim primarily to ensure energy secu-
r i ty  for  the  generat ions  of  the  future ,”  he 
explained. —KUNA

Assistant undersecretary for arts at the council, Faleh Al-Mutairi


