
Russia’s use of 
Iranian drones 
shows up weakness
PARIS: The use by Russia of Iranian drones in its
war against Ukraine makes clear the weaknesses of
its domestic industry and Tehran’s growing claim on
the market for unmanned aircraft, experts say.

Washington believes Iran has delivered hundreds
of drones, which Ukrainian officials say are now
being used in strikes like those launched against
cities and energy infrastructure on Monday.

What drones has Iran delivered? 
So far two models of Iranian drone have been

identified in Ukraine’s skies, built for two different
purposes. One of them, the Shahed 136, is a rela-
tively low-cost “kamikaze drone” that can be pro-
grammed to fly automatically to a set of GPS coor-
dinates with a payload of explosives.

“It flies quite low, striking a target that must be
stationary at a range of a few hundred kilometres,”
said Pierre Grasser, a researcher tied to Paris’
Sorbonne University. One was photographed by an
AFP journalist plunging into Kyiv early Monday.

The second type, the Mohajer-6, is “similar in
size and functionality to the Bayraktar TB-2 drone
from Turkey,” said Vikram Mittal, a professor at the

US military academy in West Point. The Turkish
model’s missile strikes on Russian armour made the
Bayraktar a symbol of successful Ukrainian resist-
ance to invasion early in the war, with a propaganda
song composed about them widely shared online.

Both drones belong to a type broadly referred
to as MALE (Medium Altitude, Long Endurance)
unmanned aircraft, like the US-made Predator
used in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. The TB-2
was also used by Azerbaijan in its 2020 war with
neighbouring Armenia to retake part of the
Azerbaijani region of Nagorno-Karabakh from
Armenian control.

Are Iranian drones effective? 
“Just like any armed drone or loitering munition,

they’re very effective when the enemy has no way
of protecting themselves or fighting back,” said
Jean-Christope Noel, a researcher at the French
Institute for International Relations. Mittal said
much of their initial success comes “from being a
new weapon on the battlefield.” “The Ukrainians
will eventually shoot down or capture one of the
drones, dissect it, and develop counter-drone sys-
tems,” he added, although that “could take months”.

For now, Kyiv’s forces could use shoulder-
launched anti-aircraft missiles to attack the drones
in daylight, or radar-equipped versions at night.
They could also attempt to use complex GPS jam-
ming techniques to turn the Shahed 136 off course,
as they have no backup system to reach their target
without satellite guidance. 

Such kamikaze drones are “a money-saving
move for Russia, because it saves valuable cruise
missiles worth $1.5 million to $2.0 million” per shot,
Grasser said. But “their main shortcoming is they
can only hit stationary targets,” he added. “They
don’t pose any threat to troops in the field. The
arrival of these drones therefore shouldn’t change
the course of the fighting.” — AFP

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: Sweden’s parliament on
Monday narrowly elected conservative leader Ulf
Kristersson as prime minister, leading the country’s
first government to be shored up by the far-right
Sweden Democrats. Kristersson, 58, was elected by
a wafer-thin majority of three votes, after announc-
ing a deal on Friday to form a governing coalition
comprising his Moderate Party, the Christian
Democrats and the Liberals.

The government will be
supported in parliament
by its far-right ally, the
anti-immigration, nation-
alist Sweden Democrats.
“I am thankful and glad
for the trust I have
received from parliament
and also considerably
humble before the tasks
ahead of us,” Kristersson
told a press conference
following Monday’s vote.

He is expected to present his new government on
Tuesday. The Sweden Democrats were the big win-
ners in the closely fought September 11 general
election. They emerged as the second-largest party
with a record 20.5 percent of votes, trailing only the
Social Democrats, who have dominated Swedish
politics since the 1930s.

The right-wing bloc now has 176 seats in parlia-
ment, to their left-wing rivals’ 173. On Friday
Kristersson’s four-party alliance unveiled a 62-page
roadmap heavily influenced by the far-right agenda.
It promises major crackdowns on crime and immigra-
tion and the construction of new nuclear reactors.

“Sweden is a country that is facing several paral-
lel crises at the same time,” said Kristersson.
Sweden Democrat leader Jimmie Akesson told par-

liament that while his party would have preferred to
be in government and holding cabinet posts, the
policies the coalition pursued were most important.

“It is what the government does that is impor-
tant, not what the government looks like,” he said.
Akesson accused past governments, on both left
and right, of mismanaging the country. “We are
ready to support a new government... because we
have made sure, through negotiations, that it will do

enough of what is neces-
sary to reverse this trend,”
he said.

In its roadmap, the
incoming government said
it aimed to cut the number
of refugees resettled in
Sweden through the
UNHCR from 6,400 last
year to just 900 per year
during its four-year man-
date, introduce incentives
to encourage immigrants

to return home, and explore the feasibility of
deporting foreigners based on “misconduct”.

Gang violence 
It will also probe the possibility of keeping asy-

lum seekers in transit centres during their applica-
tion process, ditch Sweden’s target of spending one
percent of gross domestic income on development
aid, and introduce a national ban on begging.

While the quartet has presented a united front,
its constituent parties have traditionally differed on
a number of key policy areas. Major concessions
were made in their joint agreement, primarily to
meet the far-right’s demands.

A major theme of the election campaign was
Sweden’s struggle to combat soaring gang shoot-

ings. “We will do everything possible to stop this,”
Kristersson said on Friday. The roadmap said there
should be body searches in some disadvantaged
areas, harsher sentences for repeat offenders, dou-
ble sentences for certain crimes, and anonymous
witnesses.

These elements were all major concessions by the
small, centre-right Liberal party. The significant influ-
ence of the Sweden Democrats over the four-party
deal has sparked tensions within the Liberals, whose
support is also essential for Kristersson’s survival.

As his administration will command a tiny majori-
ty of just three seats in parliament, it would only
take a tiny number of disgruntled MPs to jump ship
for the government to crumble. Some Liberal party
members, including the party’s youth league, urged
MPs to vote against Kristersson on Monday,
although that did not happen. Outgoing prime min-
ister Magdalena Andersson, the head of the Social
Democrats, has also reached out to the Liberals in
the hope of forming a left-majority bloc in parlia-
ment with their backing. — AFP
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KYIV: A drone approaches for an attack on Oct 17,
2022 amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. —AFP 

Sweden elects right-wing premier 
backed for first time by far-right

Kristersson elected by a wafer-thin majority of three votes

Jihadist fears 
cast shadow on 
Niger-Benin border
GAYA, Niger: Observers of troubled West
Africa have long fretted that jihadists who have
rampaged across the Sahel are eyeing a south-
ward push to the Gulf of Guinea. But for people
living on the border between Niger and Benin,
that concern is already a daily reality.

“We live in fear,” said Sani Harouna, a fisher-
man who earns a living on the Niger River, which
marks the border between the two countries. To
the north of the great river lies the vast, semi-
desert state of Niger, the poorest country in the
world by the UN’s development index.

The country is battling two insurgencies that
have swept in from its neighbours. One is a long-
standing Boko Haram campaign on the south-
eastern border with Nigeria, while the other is a
dynamic seven-year offensive in the southwest. It
swept in from Mali, where Al-Qaeda and Islamic
State group jihadists are active, and has also
pushed into neighbouring Burkina Faso. To the
river’s south lies Benin, one of a trio of coastal
states along with Togo and Ivory Coast which
analysts fear are next in line.

Last month, armed men attacked a customs
post in Malanville, Benin’s closest town to Niger,
killing two men. “The terrorists are on the border,
and if they are pursued in Benin, they will fall back
to Niger,” said another fisherman, Mamane Sani
Harouna. “It’s these waters that must be watched
— they can make it easier for the terrorists to infil-
trate, and around here there are too many wooded
areas” that can serve as boltholes, he said.

‘Corridor’ 
Gaya district is part of the Dosso region which

borders Benin and Nigeria. So far Dosso has
escaped violent attacks, and its relative safety
means that truckers prefer to use it as a corridor
to reach Benin’s port of Cotonou rather than
cross Burkina. “There is a security challenge, the
threat is real,” Assimou Abarchi, the prefect —
the state’s most senior official — for Gaya told
AFP. “But up till now, thanks be to God, we sleep
soundly and we wake up in good shape.”

“Right now it’s calm. There are just petty
thieves who steal our animals and sell them to
butchers,” said a Nigerien trader who was cross-
ing the bridge to sell milk in Benin. But the corri-
dor and the river are also a potential flashpoint.
Officials say they are used to provide fuel and
supplies for terrorists based in Mali.
“Motorcyclists sneak across from Nigeria to
northern Mali and canoes involved in smuggling
are equipped with powerful motors,” an official in
Gaya said.

The corridor is also being used as the outlet
for a planned pipeline for Niger’s oil, which is
scheduled to reach the world market via Benin
next year. In a visit to military forces in Dosso last
week, Nigerien President Mohamed Bazoum
promised to create a “fully-equipped battalion”
for the Gaya area to help strengthen surveillance
of the 266-kilometre (165-mile) border with
Benin. He called for the military to “find the right
response” to “cutting off” the jihadists’ supply
lines. “Benin is a strategic partner for Niger,” he
said. “Given that we know how these forces (the
jihadists) behave, and their intentions for opening
up fronts on the other side of the border, we are
obliged to act preventatively,” he said. — AFP

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: The leader of Sweden’s Moderate Party and newly elected Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson
(2nd R) and other Party members react after the voting at the parliament session to elect the new Swedish
Prime Minister at the Swedish parliament Riksdagen in Stockholm, Sweden, on October 17, 2022. —AFP

Age, health on the 
ballot in Brazil’s 
Bolsonaro-Lula runoff
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil: One is a 67-year-old
who has been in and out of hospital over the past
four years for gastric problems. The other is a 76-
year-old ex-smoker and cancer survivor. But both
far-right incumbent Jair Bolsonaro and leftist rival
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva are bending over back-
wards to project an image of youthful energy as the
grueling campaign for Brazil’s October 30 presiden-
tial runoff election enters the home stretch.

Battling for every last vote, the current and for-
mer presidents both face scrutiny over their age and
health. The issue has gained prominence in a rela-
tively young country-median age: 32.8 — where
many voters are frustrated over the lack of new
options, given that the clash pits the man who has
led Brazil for the past four years against the one
who led it for eight in the 2000s.

A scroll through the candidates’ social media
accounts betrays their campaigns’ concern, with
numerous pictures and videos of the rivals-both
grandfathers-looking vigorous as they straddle
horses, a bull, jet skis and motorcycles (Bolsonaro)
or hit a punching bag, lift weights, play the drums
and pose in a Speedo-style swimsuit (Lula).

The age issue is most sensitive for Lula, who
turns 77 three days before the runoff. The veteran
leftist, who served two terms from 2003 to 2010,
has indicated he would not seek a fourth. “I have
four years to get everything done. Everyone knows
an 81-year-old can’t possibly want to be re-elect-
ed,” he said in September.

But he has simultaneously laughed off the age
issue as he runs his sixth presidential campaign.
“I’m a spring chicken compared to Joe Biden,” who
was inaugurated as US president at 78, Lula
quipped last year. Lula, who smoked for five
decades before quitting in 2010, was diagnosed
with cancer of the larynx in 2011. The ex-metal-
worker underwent chemo and radiation therapy, and
doctors declared him in “complete remission” the
following year. —AFP

SAO PAULO, Brazil: File photo taken on January 30, 2010, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (C) is
seen surrounded by doctors alongside first lady Marisa Leticia (C-R) after concluding medical examinations, at
the ‘Instituto do Coracao’ heart hospital, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. —AFP

London police chief 
admits misconduct 
checks failing 
LONDON: The head of London’s under-fire
Metropolitan Police said Monday that hundreds of
serving officers should have been dismissed for gross
misconduct, after an independent probe found its
disciplinary processes racist and misogynistic.

Commissioner Mark Rowley conceded the Met’s
sacking of staff had been “massively under-engi-
neered” as he estimated there were hundreds of cur-
rent personnel who should have been axed from
Britain’s biggest force. It follows the publication
Monday of a report by lawmaker and former senior
civil servant Louise Casey, which concluded Met
officers are getting away with breaking the law and
committing misconduct.

Her investigation found the force’s disciplinary
system had racial and gender biases, and that allega-
tions of sexual misconduct or discrimination were
less likely to be pursued than other claims.

Responding to the damning report, Rowley said it
was clear “there must be hundreds of people that
shouldn’t be here, who should be thrown out” for
behaving “disgracefully (and) undermining our
integrity”. 

The commissioner, who started in the role last
month after the departure of predecessor Cressida
Dick following a series of Met scandals, said he was
acting to address the situation.

“I’ve already put in place a new anti-corruption
and abuse command to use the same tactics we’ve
used against organised crime and corrupt officers in
that space to go after the racists and misogynists
who are undermining us,” he told BBC radio.

But Rowley — a former head of the Met’s count-
er-terrorism unit — faces a tough task rebuilding
public trust in the force that polices a population of
more than eight million people over 620 square miles
(1,605 square kilometres). 

Scotland Yard, as it is also known, was in June
placed in special supervision by a police watchdog
body for failing to hit standards targets. —AFP


