
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe insisted Sunday he has
“never asked to leave” Paris Saint-Germain despite
widespread reports last week that he would seek a
move away from the Qatar-owned club as soon as
possible. The 23-year-old France superstar was
speaking in the wake of PSG’s 1-0 win over
Marseille, in which he set up Neymar for the only
goal as his side moved three points clear at the top
of Ligue 1. “I am very happy. I have never asked to
leave in January,” he said while insisting that he was
not “implicated directly or indirectly” in the
rumours about his future.

The story emerged on Tuesday, hours before
PSG’s 1-1 Champions League draw with Benfica in
which he scored. “I didn’t understand why the story
came out on the day of a game. I was as shocked as
everyone,” Mbappe claimed. “People can think I
was involved but I wasn’t at all.” Several sources
assure that the noise about Mbappe wanting to
leave PSG-despite only signing a new three-year
contract in May after lengthy negotiations-came
from the entourage of the player himself.

Mbappe has openly admitted that he has not
enjoyed his position in the Paris attack this season,
saying he plays with “more freedom” when on inter-
national duty. But he insisted that there was no truth
that he wanted to leave Paris, saying: “It is com-
pletely false. I am very happy.” Neymar’s goal
against Marseille came in first-half stoppage time as
PSG beat their bitter rivals at the Parc des Princes
to maintain their unbeaten start to the season.

The game also featured a red card for Marseille
defender Samuel Gigot, who was dismissed in the
second half for scything down Neymar. It was a
welcome return to winning ways for PSG after three

straight draws and a week overshadowed by the
doubts about Mbappe’s future. PSG are three
points clear of surprise package Lorient, who drew
0-0 on Saturday with Reims. Lens are five points
behind the leaders in third, with Marseille another
point adrift now in fourth.

‘Big characters’ 
Mbappe lined up for the Parisians alongside

Neymar and the returning Lionel Messi in attack
and was twice denied by fine Pau Lopez saves in
the first half. “He created lots of chances. He was in
his favorite position most of the time. He just lacked
a bit of luck and came up against a good goalkeep-
er,” coach Christophe Galtier told broadcaster
Amazon Prime. “Obviously I have understood
Kylian and that he wants to be in his favourite posi-
tion,” said Galtier, who switched from a back three
to a back four against Marseille.

“That is also why we tried to play with a differ-
ent system, but believe me when I say everything is
fine in the dressing room. “I have players with big
characters but they are great professionals.” Messi
hit the underside of the crossbar from a first-half
free-kick for PSG, who lost Danilo Pereira to injury
in the first half. Marseille, who beat Sporting Lisbon
in the Champions League in midweek, were a threat
when they got forward but could not find a
response to Neymar’s goal.

Blanc loses Lyon debut 
“I am not frustrated,” their coach, Igor Tudor,

told Amazon Prime. “It finished 1-0 but it could have
been maybe 5-5 or 4-5 or 6-4. Paris deserved this
win.” Elsewhere, Lyon’s slump continued as they

went down 3-2 to Rennes in their first game since
appointing former PSG boss Laurent Blanc as their
new coach. Blanc succeeded the sacked Peter Bosz
last week to return to French football more than six
years after his departure from Paris, where he won
three Ligue 1 titles in three seasons. 

He is now charged with reviving the fortunes of
the seven-time former French champions but a

brace from Martin Terrier and an Amine Gouiri goal
gave Rennes the victory which leaves them fifth.
Alexandre Lacazette scored twice for Lyon who are
now 10th after seeing their run without a win
extended to six games. Monaco are sixth after a 1-1
draw with Clermont in which they were hindered by
the early sending-off of Malian midfielder
Mohamed Camara. —AFP 
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PARIS:  Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (center) celebrates after opening the scoring with Paris
Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi (left) and Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
during the French L1 football match on October 16, 2022. — AFP 

BERLIN: Union Berlin’s French forward Jordan Siebatcheu (left) and Dortmund’s German defender Nico Schlotterbeck
vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match on October 16, 2022. — AFP 

Mbappe insists he ‘never asked 
to leave’ as PSG beat Marseille

Neymar gives PSG victory 1-0

Neymar trial opens 
in Barcelona ahead 
of World Cup
BARCELONA: With the World Cup barely a
month away, Brazilian superstar Neymar went on
trial in Spain Monday over alleged irregularities in
his transfer to Barcelona nearly a decade ago.
Wearing sunglasses and a dark suit, the 30-year-
old waved to the press as he arrived at the
Provincial Court of Barcelona with his parents who
are also in the dock. Spanish prosecutors are seek-
ing a two-year prison term for Neymar and the
payment of a 10-million-euro ($9.7 million) fine. The
high-profile trial is the culmination of a years-long
legal saga over his 2013 transfer from the Brazilian
club Santos to Barcelona.

He then joined Qatar-owned Paris Saint-Germain in
a world record 222 million euro ($214 million) transfer
in 2017. Neymar, who came to Barcelona just hours
after scoring the winning goal against Marseille in a
Ligue 1 match on Sunday night, is one of nine defen-
dants on trial on corruption-related charges, among
them his parents and their N&N company, which
manages his affairs. Investigators began probing the
transfer after a 2015 complaint filed by DIS, a Brazilian
company that owned 40 percent of the player’s sport-
ing rights when he was at Santos. Barcelona said the
transfer cost 57.1 million euros, but prosecutors
believe it was at least 83 million euros. — AFP

Union stun Dortmund 
and stay top as Bayern 
thrash Freiburg
BERLIN: Union Berlin’s fairytale run at the top of
the Bundesliga continued Sunday after a howler
from Borussia Dortmund goalkeeper Gregor Kobel
helped them to a stunning 2-0 win over Edin Terzic’s
side. Two first-half goals from Janik Haberer put
Union into dreamland in front of a raucous home
crowd as they extended their five-week run at the
top of the table and pulled four points clear of
Bayern Munich, who moved second with a thumping
5-0 win at home over Freiburg.

“We are performing so consistently. Sometimes
we get the rub of the green, but today it was no
coincidence that we won,” said Haberer, as he was
hugged by Union’s mascot in the bowels of the sta-

dium after the game. The visitors got off to a night-
mare start after Kobel handed Union the opener on
a silver platter.

As he stepped up to receive a routine backpass
from Raphael Guerreiro, Kobel slipped on the grass
in his own penalty area, allowing Haberer to tap the
ball into the empty net. “It was lucky for us that he
slipped, but when you’re at the top, that’s when you
get the luck,” said Union defender Timo Baumgartl.
Haberer doubled the lead shortly afterwards, smash-
ing the ball into the bottom corner after Union had
danced through the lethargic Dortmund backline.

Terzic brought on three attacking players at half-
time to try and force a fightback, but it was Union
who continued to have the better chances. Baumgartl
forced a sharp save from Kobel early in the second
half and only a desperate challenge from former
Union defender Nico Schlotterbeck denied Andras
Schaefer a few minutes later. Dortmund pushed hard
in the final 15 minutes, forcing three brilliant saves
from Union keeper Frederik Ronnow. — AFP 

Osimhen keeps Napoli 
top of the pile, Milan 
squeeze past Verona
MILAN: Victor Osimhen made sure that Napoli
kept hold of their Serie A lead on Sunday with the
winning goal in a 3-2 victory over Bologna which
took their all-competitions winning streak to 10
matches. Nigeria striker Osimhen struck in the 69th
minute to secure the win for unbeaten Napoli, who
maintained their two-point lead on Atalanta at the
top of the pile.

It was his first league goal since August after
helping his team to secure qualification to the
Champions League last 16 with a midweek strike in
Naples against Ajax. “It’s always important for me
to get a goal in this stadium because the atmos-
phere is really amazing,” said Osimhen to DAZN.
“I’m happy to be able to help the team with this
goal and the victory, and I believe we will continue
to push with this momentum.”

However Sunday’s win was far from the swash-
buckling display expected against Bologna, who sit
17th but come away from the Stadio Maradona with
credit after a fine performance without star man
Marko Arnautovic. The hosts looked to be heading
for a routine win once Hirving Lozano put them
ahead three minutes after half-time. They had gone
into the break level thanks to Juan Jesus bundling in
his first goal of the season in final minute of the half,
just four minutes after Joshua Zirkzee had give
Bologna a shock lead.

However Alex Meret allowed Musa Barrow to
level for Bologna just two minutes after Lozano’s
arrowed strike with a howler, letting the Gambian’s
long-range shot slip through his fingers. The home
crowd squirmed but Osimhen, who replaced
Giacomo Raspadori at half-time, forced his third
league goal of the campaign under Lukasz
Skorupski from the superb Khvicha Kvaratskhelia’s
pass to send the fans home drained but happy.

Tonali saves Milan 
AC Milan gave their title defense a boost with a 2-

1 win at Verona which bumped them up to third,

three points behind Napoli. Sandro Tonali stroked in
the champions’ winner with nine minutes remaining,
his first goal of the season and one which saved
Stefano Pioli’s injury-ravaged team from falling fur-
ther off the pace. “We’re happy that even on our off
nights, we can still get the points,” said Tonali. Verona
were playing their first match under new coach
Salvatore Bocchetti who was promoted from the
youth team following the sacking of Gabriele Cioffi.

The hosts could easily have taken more from the
match as, after Koray Gunter levelled a Miguel
Veloso own goal in the 19th minute, they caused
Milan serious problems and struck the bar through
Roberto Piccoli 11 minutes after the break.
Bocchetti’s team went close to leveling for the sec-
ond time in the match in the final minutes when a
goalmouth scramble led to Tommaso Pobega nearly
giving away a penalty for handball. But a fifth
straight defeat means they stay in the bottom three,
two points behind Bologna. On a high from
Wednesday night’s thrilling 3-3 draw at Barcelona,
Inter Milan saw off Salernitana 2-0 at the San Siro
thanks to goals either side of half-time from
Lautaro Martinez and Nicolo Barella. Three wins
from their last four matches, including four points
taken from Barca, have got Inter’s domestic season
back on track and put them one win away from the
last 16 of the Champions League. —AFP 

NAPLES: Napoli’s Nigerian forward Victor Osimhen falls
during the Italian Serie A footbal match between Napoli
and Bologna on October 16, 2022. —AFP 


